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INNOCENCY 


AND 


SIMPLECEET. 


SHINING 


Through the Converſzon , Goſpel-Miniſtry ; 
Labours, Epiſtles of Love, Teſtimonies and 
Warnings to Profeſſors and Profane, 


( With the Long -and Patient Safferings ) of that 
Ancient and Faithful Miniſter au1 Servant of 
JESUS. CHRIST, : 


Thomas Tayloz, 
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we Glory, &Cc. 
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hail-ſtrzet near the Market, 1697. 
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| Who finiſh'd his Courſe in the Year MDCLXXXL} je} 


1 Theſſ. 2. 55 6. For neither at any time uſed we flattering woras, S * EY 


nor a Cloak of Covetoufneſs, God ts Witneſs; Nor of Men ſought 270 


Printed and Sold by T. Sowle, next Door to the Met ing-houſe 10 z 1-2 
White Hirt-Court in Gracious-flreet ; and at the Bible in Leadens | © _ 


AN 


EPISTLE 


Friendly and Impartal 


| READERS. 


T HE Enfuing Cole#ioz is Recommended to .your Seri- 


ous Peruſfal, Charitable and Tender Conſiderations , 
wherein expect not to find either Empty Flouriſhes, 
Curioſity of Speech, or Acquired Eloquence, but Plainneſs and 


Simplicity, wherein the Subſtantial Trath is ſincerely aimed and - 


pointed ar. The Author, by the Grace of God through Jeſus 
Chriſt, being Converted froma Literal, Worldly, and Merce- 
nary Prieſt, ( tho? one of the Better Sort ) to be a Spiritual Mz- 
zifter of Chriſt, and Free Preacher of Righteouſneſs in Life and 
Dottrine, knowing that Goſpel-Miniſters, and good Preachers, 
mult be good Livers; none being meet to Corivert others to 


God or Chriſt, but who are firſt truly Converted themſelves by - 


his Power. | 
This Innocent and Upright-hearted Man, Thomas Taylor, 
ſccing the great Corruptions, Pride, and Covetouſneſs, and other 


Enormitics, among too many of the Worldly Teachers, Priefts, 
and Hearers, was the more Fervent in his Teſtimony againſt 


them, who pleaſed themſelves and others with good Words, 
whilſt they lived Bad Lives. | 
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| PISTLE, 


- This our Deceaſed Brother and Servant of eſis Chriſt, when 
Sutterings or Storms approached, or Wolves appeared to Devour, 
did not Flee with Here/izgs, nor Flatter with Temporizers,: nor 
Admire Mens Perſons for Advantage, but as one having a fixed 
Confidence in the Lora, and true Zeal for hisGlory, was Valiant 
for his Trath on Earth, and uſed much Plainneſs in his J473iftry, 
Teſtimony, and Warnings, both to High and Low,/ Profeſſors 
and Profane , not ſparing Diſguisd Hpocrites, , or Deceitful 
Workers, no more than Open and Grois Offenders, but as a 
Partaker of the fame Spirit and Life, the Primitive Miniſters of 
Chriſt were 410, according to his Meaſure, was Exerciſed in the 
like Sincerity, Uprightnets, and Selt-denial, intimated in 2 Coy. 
2,17, Fer weare not as maiy, which deal deceitfully with ( or rake 
 Merchandize of ) t4e Word of Goa; and 1 The. 2.3. For our 
Exbortation was not of Deceit, nor of Uncleanneſs, nor in Gatle. 
( Ver. 4.) But as we were allowed of Goa to be put inTruſt with the 
Goſpel, even ſo we ſpeak, not as pleaſing Men, bat God, which trieth 
our Hearts, (Ver. 5.) For neither at any time uſed we flattering 
words, as Je know, nor 4 Cloak of Covetouſneſs, God is witneſs, 
( Ver. 6.) Nor of Mer fought we Glory, neither of you, nor yet of 
-otrers, &C. | . 
In like manner this Faithful Servanr of Chriff, ( whom we 
now ſpesk of) did not ſfooth up People in their Sins, nor ſow 
. Pillows under their Arm-holes, hke Falle, Sin-pleaſing Prophets, 
-bat.in Tender Love and Pity to their Poor Souls, Paithfully 
Warned them, and Per{waded them to Repertance., 35 one 


knowing the 7 errors of the Lord, and Revelation of his Righ- 


tcous Judgments againſt all Unrighteouſnetsof Men ; being alſo 


&nfble, wer the Lord had ſpoken, who can but P; opnefre? And 


when he faith, Cry aloud, and ſpare mot, I''t up thy Voice like a 
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- © Wherefore, Friendly Readers, ct 


Io 


Stile, nor his Plainneſs, Sharpneſs, or Zeal againſt Fypocriffe or 
Deceit, offend you in the following Collettion; or any Paſſages 
therein, we hope there is nothing in them juſtly offenſive, :or 


that may not beara Charitable and Juſt Conftruction with the 


Impartial and Unprejudic'd, it any thing ſhould ſeem Dubious : 
Though where Prejudice or Envy is againſt Perſons or Things, 
( how Juſt ſoever) it will carp and quarrel at the Cleareſt 
Traths; as hath appeared” both from Envious Ap-fates, and 


other Enemies to Chriſt and his Followers : 'I he Holy Scriptures 


themſelves not eſcaping the Cauſeleſs Cavils of Irreligious and 
Atheiſtical Perſons. 

This Faithful and Zealous Servant of Chriſt was Divinely en» 
eued with a Goſpel-Spirit and Mziziſ{ry, and was of a True, Chri- 


(tan, Gentle and Humble Eiſpoſition ; and his Judgment was, 


. mix*d with Mercy and Compaſſion to poor Souls ; and his Com- 


pany and Society was Sweet and Acceptable to all the Faithful 


in Chriſt, who had a True ard Spiritual Knowledge -of him, 


ard Acquaintance with him. He fincerely aFeQed Chriſtian 
Humility, Poverty of Spirit, and Simplicity in Chrilt, beyord 
2ll Artificial Parztize, and Humane Acquirements. And fecing 
the Vanity of all Airy Notions, Scholaſtick Craft, and Selt. 
righteouſneſs, he laid it all aſide, and was Refin'd from all that 
Profs, eſteeming the pure Gold, the Heavenly Treaſure, the Ex- 
cellency of the Knowledge of Chrift Jeſus our Lord abore all ; 
therein aſſerting his Sincerity and Innocency, when a Priſozer in 
about 1665, in Praite to the Lord God, who tupported him in 
his Sufferings, Patience and Innocent Condition. Concerning 


which, pleaſe to obſerve his own Teſtimony inſerted here as 


followeth, viz. 


« This is my Confidence in the Sight of the Lord God, and. 
© my Clearnels before all Peopie, that though I have been laced. 
« ard perſecuted, 2nd evil ſpoken of by many theie many Years, 
« yet it l1:th altogether becn without Caule, I praite the -Lord. 
« Fer I can truly fay, That I never {ought the Hurt of any Man 
« living vpca the Earth, throvgh in Matters of Religion, or others 
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» EPISTLE, | 
« wiſe, he was never ſo contrary to me, or againſt me: Yea, 
« the Terrors of God and his Trath, did preſerve my Heart from 
&« ſeeking my own Revenges, but taught me ſtill to commit m 
« Cauſe to God; and he, according to his Word, did ſtill bring 

' &« forth my Righteouſneſs as the Light, and my Judement and Juſt 
« Dealing as the Noon-aay, Pſal. 37. 5,6. to his Holy Name's 
« Praiſe, and my Souls great Rejoycing ; and did ſtill let me ſee, 
« that the patient abiding of the Meck, is never forgotten of 
& Goa. 

. #* And ſo though I have been kept here (a Priſoxer) above 
« four Years for my pure Conſcience ſake to God, yet to the K;zg 
« and the People, under whom I Suffer, have I done no Harm, 
& nor can think'or intend them Evi/; but have endeavoured in 
« all things in the Power of God, as a true Chriſtian, to live peace: 

& ably with all Men, as thoſe that have known me from the be- 
« ginning can witneſs. For I never drew Sword, nor Plotted 
& againſt any, nor could ever perſwade any others ſo todo; but 
« have ſtill Iamented the Miſery of Mankind to ſee them, inſtead 
« of Loving and Helping one another, contrariwife Hating , 
« Biting, Devouring and Deſtroying one another. 

« Sol reſt in the Bleſſed Peace of my God, a Sufferer for his 

« Bleſſed Trath, Bleſſed for ever be his Name, who hath called 

* me, and counted me worthy thereunto. But zt will wot be well 

with ſuch as hate the righteous Man, as ſaith Scripture : But my 

+ - Heart can fay, Father, forgive them, for they kwow not what 
$-- « they ao. | 

M3 «* And concerning Xzags, and all that are in Authority, my 

« Heart hath faid according to the Holy Dottrine of the Apoſtle, 

& Lord Grant that they may Rule well, that it may be well with them 

& in the latter End; and that we thy People, whom thou haſt re- 

TW -:  * geemed to thy ſelf, may lead a quiet and peaceable Life, in all 

3 -MW > & Floneſty and Godlineſs under them, to thy Praiſe, Ard for this 

K « Cauſe pay we Tribute, &«. 


da. & os 


a © 
A 


This. his own Sincere Account, appears truly agreeable to 
whaz the Holy Apoſtle faith in the like caſe, 2 Cor. 1. 12. For our 
BY Rejoyring 4s this, the Teſtimcn) of our Conſcience, that in Ry 
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1 Thaw PREFACE. 
and Godly Sincerity, not with fleſhly Wiſdom, but by the Grace of God 
my | we have had our Converſation in the World, and more abundantly to 
WS Jou-wards, * pe i 
vu Theſe things are recommended to all Serious and Well-in- 
| clined Readers, who deſire to ſeek the Lord, his Kingdom, and 
* Þ the Righteouſneſs thereof, to weigh and conſider, knowing thar 
of {| *tisall our Concerns, tenderly to mark and behold the perfect and 
upright Man, for the End of that Man #« Peace; as was the End 
we of this Innocent and Upright-hearted Man, whoſe Memorial is 
. Bleſſed, 
'S © Divers Friends have been for {ome time concerned, that the 
following. Colleftions were not publiſh'd ſome Years ago; but 


in Foote . 
= many Occaſions and Exerciſes intervening, have thus long pre- 
_ . vented the Perſons concerned in Col-&izg, Inſpecting and Placing 
d his Writings in Order, as they could find them, and as might 
I moſt tend to future Service, Admonition or Warning, that they 
d might be preſerved for Ages to come. 

| We have great Cauſe to Praiſe the'Worthy Name of the Lord 
? JF ourGog, thathe hath raiſed and ſent ſo many Faithful Witneſſes 
5 in our Days, who have not been as Clouds without Rain, but Di- 
] vinely Replenifhed and Qualified with L#fc, W:/4om- and Santtity, 


/ ' for the Wotk which the Lord hath called them unto. And there- 
fore Wo will be to thoſe Enemies, A4poftates and Back-ſliders, who 
Conteman, Reproach or Harm any ſuch, who are the Lord's 
Anointed ones, Prophets or Faithful Servanis, either while Living, 
- or Dead. | - | Wo 
And it highly concerns all the Lord*s People, who profels his b 
Light and Trath, ſincerely to approve their Hearts unto him 
with unblameable Lives and Converſations, walking before him 
in true Loyeand Chriſtian-Charity, and truly to prize the Mrey 
of the preſent Day and Diſperſation of Grace; and fervently tg' 
pray the Lord of the Harve#, to raiſe up and_ fend forth more 
Faithful Labowrers thereinto, that his Goſpe/-harvef-Day and” 
Work may go on and proſper, both in this Age, and the Apes to 
come; to his Eternal Praiſe and Renown, and his Church's great : : 
Joy and Comfort in him tor ever, Armen, ie 
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| vw E being ſatisfied, and having Unity with the foregoing Pre- 
; face, with Relation to, and in behalf of, our deceaſed Friend 
and Brother T homas Taylor, hes Service, Labours and Travels ix 

the Goſpel of Chriſt, ao hereunto Subſcribe our Names, 


a Gd, 
e % 


Theodore Eccleſton Thomas Lower 
William Ellis John Bowater 
\ Samuel Waldenfield Joſhua Middletcn 
4 George Bowles Richard Needham 
Tp Charles Marſhall John Field. 


' Am Concerned to give this further Account : The ſaid Thomas 
Taylor (after other Impriſonments) being I'wice Impriſcned at 
Stafford for his Tender Conſcience to Chriſt, 

In the firſt Tmpriſonment there, he was near Fileven Years a Pri- 
ſoner, (as 1 Remember) and the Second Impriſonment there was for a 
ſhort time, being Threatued, Reviled and Falſly Aſperſed, and called 
4 Jeſuite-Rogue by the Depaty*s Steward of the Court, I was made 
6+ Inſtrumental in God's Hand for his Releaſe both times ; the Firlt in 
EE 1672. by Solicitation for him and many others, whom thereupon 
; K,. Charles the-Second Releaſed. And the Second, by Endeavouring 

for himſelf about 1679. Manifeſling him to be no Jeſuite nor Papiſt, 
but a Peaceable Harmleſs Man in his Converſation, and a Diſſenting, 
Proteſtant, Diſtinguiſhed under the Name Quaker, to clear him 
fromthe Falſe Aſperſions caſt upon him; in which my $ licitation and 
Enaequours for his Liberty, I had great Peace and Comfort, and 
the more, in obtaining the ſame for him and ethers ; for Truly Loved 
him for his Innocency, Integrity and Love to the Lord and his People. 


Zondoy, the 20th of the G, Whucelicad. 


2d Month 1697. 
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2 
Il ES1T11 MONY 
Concernirg our Dcar Friend and Brother 
4i1nomas taylor, 


Who was Convinced of the Lord's Everlaſting Truth, 
and Received it in the Year 1652. 


HH E had been an Eminent Pariſh Pr;eſt, and of Note among the 


Profeſſors and other Prieſts, and alſo a LeQturer in ſeveral 
Conntries, Preaching Sermons on the Week-Days. And he. 

coming to Swarthmor in Lancaſhire, with ſome other Prieſts, I ask*d him 
and them, before Judge Fell, * Whether he, or any of them could ſay, 
© that they ever heard aYoice of God or Cyr:it from Heaven, that bid 
© them go to Speak to any People, as God and Chriſt did te the Prophets 
and Apoſtles? And Thomas ſaid before them all, that he never heard 
any ſuch Voice or Command. And I askd him what he Preach'd to the 
People then, and he made Anſwer, and ſaid, His Experiences, and I told 
him his Experiences might not reach to every Condition ; but he that 
had the Word of the Lord, might Preach it, whom God ſent, and that 
would Reach all Conditions, who knows all Conditions : Andfſo the Lord's 
Word and Power ſtruck him that he was Silent. But the reſt of the 
Prieſts were High, and Oppoſcd, and came to nothing : And Judge 
Fell wondered, and was aſtoniſhed at what he heard Thomas ſay, that he 
had never hcard the Yojre of God nor Chriſt to Command him to Preach 
toany Pcoplez and the ſaid Thomas Taylor, being look'd upon a High 
Prieft, and above the Common Preefts, and a Sober Man, and Beloved 
among the outward Profefors, and fo 1 went along with him that Day, 
toa place called New:0n, in Lancaſhire, where he uſed to Preacl) fume- 
times; and he was very inuch down, and ſad, and groancd that Night. 
And the next Day we went to a Meeting which we had in the Sreeple- 
B kouſe-yard, 
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_ George Fox's Teſtimony 


bouſe-yard, but he would have gone into the Srceple-houſe, but the Prieſ 
would not let us; and I told him, it was no matter, And there came 
another Prieſt from Under-Barrow, and ſeveral others, and Thomas fit. 
ting ſtill, at laſt a tender Spring of Life Sprang up in him, and he Spoke 
very well in ic tothe People, both of his own Conairion, and the Peo- 
ple*s, and where they had becn ; and now how they muſt turn to the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

And the Under-Barrow. Prieff, and ſome other Profeſſors, were Of- 
fended, and Oppoſed him ; but the Lord's Power came over them all ; 
For he was look*®d upon, in the time of his Prie/thood, above them. 

And Thoma Taylor grew in the Grace and Truth of Chriſt, and came 
to know the Word of the Lord, and Preach Chriſt Freely, as then he 
had Received Freely, and forſook his Pariſh-ſteeple-hoxſe, and his old 
Periſh-wages, and the reſt of the Prieſts, that Prezch'd for Hire ; and 
he Travelled up and down in many parts of Exgland, Preaching the 
Word of the Lord, and his Goſpel freely, as he was Commanded, who 
had Received it freely. And likwiſe his Brother Chriſtopher Taylor, 
who had been a Publick Preacher to a People, was alſo Convinced, and 
Preach*d Chriſt freely. And many Diſputes Thomas had with the Pricſt s 
and Frofeſſors, and continued ſtill in his Confeſſion to God, and his Truth 
and People, and what their Conditions were, and had been formerly. 
And ſo from that time he continued in the Truth, and the Grace of 
God, and grew mightily in it, and boldiy preached ir, and ſaw where 
the Prieſts and Projeſſors were, and by whom they were made and ſent, 
not of God ; io that the Prizſis and Profeſſors grew in a Rageagainſt him, 
and Perſecnted him. | 

Ard he, having been a L:&urer at Richmond in Yorkſhire, was made 
to go there, and Turn bis Back to the Prieft, and put his Hands to both bs 
Ears, end ſtop thrm, as a Sion, how God kad ſtopt his Ears vnto their 
_ Sacrifice, and Service, and Offering. And then after he was caſt into 
2a Priſon at Appleby in Weſtmoreland for tie Trutii's Sake, under a cruel 
Geater,. and avery bad Priſon, being a ſad, ſmoky place, by the Smoke 
that came out of other Rooms, enongh to Choke him: But he conti- 
nunecd Faithful in the Life and Power of the Lord, and the Lord deliver- 
ed him thence. And afterwards he Travelled vp and down, Preaching 
to Priefts and Profeſſors, and warning all, both Small and Great, to Re- 
partznce and Amendment of Lite, turning many tothe Lord. He was 
aftera while caſt ints Priſon et Tork for Truth, and after ſome time the 
Lord there delivered him. And ſo when he was at Liberty, he ftill 
continued Labouring in the Work and Service of the Lord, Preaching 
the Everlaſting Gofp:l, and Tarring People from Darkneſs to Light, and. 
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T1643 the Power of Satai, to the Power of Goa.. And alfo his Life and. 


Convere- 


xt 


' 


np "Converſation Preached, being a Man of a Sober Life, and Sound Judg- 


Yet | ment, and a good Underſtanding in the Truth, And after he had Tra- 
ame 


' yelled much up and down in ſeveral parts of this Na10n, i& coming 
was into Staffordſhire, was there Impriſoned and Premunired tor refuling to 
Swear in Obedience to the Cominand of Chriſt, wifo ſays, Swear not at 
Feo- all; and there he was kept Priſoner Ten Tears and a haif in ihe Town 
the |} of Stafford, under cruel Goalers; and a fore, tedious Iwprifoamert 
he had, and great S»ferings by thoſe Magiſtrates, as his Letters will 
 Teſtifie. | and a weariſom Impriſonment he had through the wicked 
all: Priſoners, Which burdened and grieved his Righteous Soul. And 
when he was at Liberty, and Travell:d up and down in the Power of 
aMe | the Lord, in the Lord's Service, being a Man of a Tender Spirit and 
1 he Conſcience, ſometimes he met with Pul-baiting, Bear-baiting, Plays and 
old } Sh:we, and Cock: fig:tings; and Mountebanks, and Ringers of Bells, &Cc. 
which burdened and grieved his Righteous Soul, that People ſhould 
the ſpend their pretious Time in Sports aud Yates, and ſuch as profelled 
ho Chriſtianity, which were more like the Zeathen-Romaizs than Chriſtians 
who was made to Adnoniſh ſuch, 2nd Reprove them (as lits Letters ' 
and | Teſtifie) and nor to ſpend their time ſo Vainly, The Lord was with 
ieſts } him, and did afliſt him, who was an E/der indeed, and Partaker of the 
uth Glory, that is to be Revealed ;z wao {ought to Eftabliſh ſuch as he 
ly. Convinced ( and were Convinced, ) in the Truth and Goſpel the Power 
of ff of God; who was Beloved of God, and all bis Faithfwl People. 
EY And many bad Priſons or Goal: he was caſt into for the Lord Jeſus 
Bly Chriſt, and his Truths Sake. And he had a Diſpzte with Door 
"ory Owen at Oxford, and the very Scholars could ſay, That Thomas was 
too kard for bim ;, for the Lord, with his Eternal Arm and Pow- 
ade er, did. Support him. ' And he was a Faithful, True, Upright Man 
| bye in the Lord's Truth, to the laſt, and turned many to the Lord Je» 
_ ſus Chriſt, that they became Hearers and Followers of hira who Speaks 
eo from Heaven : And he loved the Government of Chrift, and his Spt- 
vel ritual, Heavenly Order among his People. And when he had ful> 
OKs filled his 4tinifry, and finiſhed-his Courſe ({ who was a barmleſs and 


att blameleſs Man in his Cerver/arion) he laid down his Head in Peace, 
NE» and Died in the Lord, and is Bleſſed, and his Works follow 
ing him. ; | 

Re- . - 

"I Much might be writ of this Honeſt and Faithful Servant of God 


tne I} Thomas Tyler's cruel Hardihips and Sufferings, that he went through... 
; for Chriſt, and his Truth*s Sake. He finiſh'd his Days at Stafford, -. | 
ing Jwith his Wife, in 16$1. after he had been an able Preacher of the": 5.» el 
4Goſpel from about 1652. And is-at Reſt with the Lord : And =». ;.- "PM 
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George Fox's Teſtimony, &c. 


| Bleſſed is he that Dies in the Lord, yea, ſaith the Spirit, his Works fol. 
low bim. | 


Precious 4 in the fight of the Lord it the Death of all his Saints, Pſal. 
I16, 15. 


Edmonton in Middleſex, 
the 24th of the Firſt 
Month, I 68 I. 


George Fox, 
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Chriſtopher Taylo2's 


TESTIMONY 


Concerning 


Thomas Taplor. 


Y deceaſed Brother Tho. Taylor was a Man, who, in his tender 
Years, had a Sence of Sin upon him, and ſaw a Neceſſity of 
coming and attaining to a State of Righteouſneſs and Faithfulneſs to 
God that he might pleaſe him; ſo that for ſeveral Years he was exer- 
ciſed under the Spirit of Bondage and great Fears, leſt he ſhould miſs 
of Eternal Salvation, and ſo come to be a true Seeker and Inquirer 
aſter the beſt Things; and the Lord was Good unto him in a prepara- 
tive Work, as I may ſay, before he came to know the Sabbath of Eter- 
nal Reſt in Chriſt Jeſus. 

And as Light and Life appeared and ſprung up in its. Meaſure in 
the Land of his Nativity, the Lord in Mercy gave bim a Share in it, 
and a Fear came upon his Heart, to preſerve him in a State of Inte- 
grity and Simplicity, which kept him very Sober in his Converſation, 
and Reſtrained him from many Evils others fell into; fo that he was 
accounted by many in thoſe days who were Honeſt-minded; to be a 
Religious Conſciencious young Man : And the Lord gave him Sights 
and Openings of good Things at hand, and opened a Door of Hope 
unto him, that he ſhould ſee the Lord?s Bleſſed Day of his Heavenly and 
Powerful Appearance, and, with Corneliu, waited and longed for 
God's Kingdom, and Powerful Appearance unto his Soul. And when: 
that bleſſed Inſtrument in God's Hand, George Fox, came into the North. 
to preach and declare the Everlaſting Goſpel of Glad Tidings to Man- 
kind, and to ſuch who were waiting to be delivered from the Bondage: 
of Sin and Unrighteouſneſs, this Dear Man was glad and was cenvinced 
of the Truth, which was demonſtrated in the Evidence of God's Spi- 
rit and Holy Power unto him and many others : So that the Light and 
Truth broke up in him, to the breaking of his Heart before the i” 
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Chriſtopher Taylor's Teftimony 


God, and the making of his Soul tender in Humility, and the Diſpen= 
fation of the Spirit of true jJudgmear, and Burning feized on his In- 


ward Man, and pure Tremblings before thz Lord feized upon him, and 


Judgment did ſo cffeCtually take place in the Opzration of the Autho- 
ricy of the Mighty God, that his Inward Man rejoyc:d, that now hg 
was come to know one or the Great Days of the Son of Man. And the 
Work of the Lord was begun in his Heart, fo ther his Soul cried 
mightily to God for Judgment, to Judge and Condimn for ever, all that 
was Contrary to the Word of his Pure Power. Ard the Lord heard 
his true Cries, which himſeif, by his own Grace, had raiſcd up in him, 
and extended his Mercies to him, and fulfilled that Saying, A bruiſed 
Reed ſhall be not break, and ſmoaking Flax ſhall ke uot cnench, wil hs fend 
forth Fudgment to Vifttory, So Victory he cime 10 know, and Delive- 
rance to his Soul, through the Exerciſe of Faith and Patience 11 the 
way of Righteouſneſs; and the Lord raiſ-d him »p to be a living Wit- 
neſs to his Heavenly Power, and the breaking forty of its Bieſled Day 
of Light, and fent him forth to Preach the Everlaſting Goſ'el, and to 
turn many to Righteouſneſs; and he became a Fairhiui Labourer and 
Servant of Jeſus Chriſt in his Harveſt and Vineyard, and miny arc his 
Witneſles, how Faithfully he ſerved God. and how truly tc cared for 
the Flock of Jeſus Chriſt, where-ever he came, and lzLourcd in rl.e Faith, 
as one wholly given up to Spend and be Spent, in that Work tne Lord 
had committed to him. Many and Great were his Sufferings from 
Wicked Men who ſometimes lay in wait for him, to have taken away 
his Life; and tedious it would be to repeat the Hardſhips he underwent, 
and great Sufferings he endured, by the Malicious inſtruments of Sztan. 
But the Lord delivered him thorow all the Scourgings, Buffetings and 
Evil Treatments of Unreaſonable Men. Asto Impriſonment he ſultered 
much in ſeveral Priſons in this Nation, as at Appleby in Weſtmoreland, at 
York, Leiceſter and Coventry, and laſt of all above ten Years Impriſen- 
ment in Stafferd, and was there Premunired becauſe he could not Swear, 
He was a Faithful Priſoner of Jeſus Chriſt, and kept his Bleſſed Teſti- 
mony over the Heads of Wicked Brutiſh Savage and Unreaſonable Men 
he met withall in his Impriſonments. It is hard to utter what he palled 
thorow in thoſe Evil Deas amongſt ſuch Savage Beaſts, bur the Lord 
upheld him, bleſſed him, and delivered him out of all; and Dear and 
Near he was unto his God who upheld him, Everlaſting Honour be 
unto his Name : Deeply am 1 ffe&ed when I read him in the Sence of 
Life, how Safe the Lord kept him, ſo that the Courſe of his Life was 
Eminently Exemplary, ſo Grave, Tender and Humble he was, and 
Self- denying. Well it is and will be for all who are ſo truly preſerved 


to God as he was, I am perſwaded none can juſtly tax his Life and Con- 
4 verſation, 


concerning Thomas Taylor. 
yerſation, or preſent a Spot cr Stain upon his Garment, whilf he lived, TH 
after he was called to the Lord!'r Work and Service. Oh! have I faid "7 
in my Heart, What Happineſs is it to thole who are ſo kept and ſafely Ew 
preſerved, to Honour God and Preach his Goſpel, as well in Lite and 
Converſation, as in Words and Doctrine. 

And as to his Teſtimonies in Writing, which are here given forth 
to be read, they are plain and calle to be underſtood by every unpre- 
judiced Perſon that reads them in Simplicity with the Light of Chriſt, 
there arg various things teſtified againſt the Sins and Evils of the Times, 
for he laboured much for the Nations and Peoples Good, that they 
might be kept out of Debauchery, Wickednelſes, Games, Sportings 
and Evils of all ſorts, that if poſſible ſuch Evils as tov much abounded 
in our Nation, might not have that Liberty, or Peſtilential Diſpoſition, 
as to Leaven and beget People further from God, and as a Leproſie to 
ſpread over the Nation. Alſo he was tender over the Lord's Innocent 
People, leſt they ſhould fall on the right Hand or on the lefr, and ſa 
loſe their Habications in the Truth. He was right ſpirited to Cifcern 
the Wiles cf Satin, and to inſtru@ and give Warning to ſuch as might 
be miſled into any Evil Condition under the Pretence of Truth to fight 
agzinſt it: I believe he was never known, fince he preached the Ever- 
laſting Goſpel committed to him, to turn his Back of any Enemy, to 
give way to lim, of what Size or Sort ſoever he was, or how Subtle {Gem 63 
ever the Devil could make him, the Lord gave him a Sight beyond the: * : 
Subtlety of Satan, and when he was Spent in the Service the Lord had 
called him unto, in a good old Age, he departed this Life, and finiſhed 
his Courſe with Joy-and Everlaſting Rejoycing, to the Praiſe and Glory 
of the Everlaſting God, who for ever is to be admired of all his Saints, 
honoured and magnifice for ever and for ever more, World without 
End. Awrier., - 


Chriſtopher T aylor.. 


Thomas Taylo?'s 
TESTIMONY 


Concerning his 


FAIHER 


Short Teſtimony lives with me to bear for my Dear Father, 

Thomas Taylor, that True and Faithful Servant of the Lord, 
who was Born neer Skipton in Yorkſhire, and was brought up a Scholar 
and ſent tothe Univerlity, and in proceſs of time he came to be a Na- 
tional Minifter, and fo continued for ſome Years ; but in thoſe Days 
he had not many Equal:, for he was a Man ofa Tender Spirit, ſeeking 
afcer a further Attainment of the Knowledge of God and his Holy 
Way, whom to know 14 Life Eternal, which the Lord in his own due time 
made known unto him. Alter he had heard the Word of Life de- 


clared in the Demonſtration of God*s Holy Spirit through his Faithful 


Meſſenger George Fox, he was then evidently Convinced of the Bleffed 
Truth, as it isin Je/ws ; he never after turned his Back upon it ; many 
Days and Nights of great Sorrow and Anxiety of Spirit be underwent, 
until the Old Leaven was purged out by the Spirit of Judgment, and 
then he became a Veſlel of Honour fit for the Lord's Service, and left 
his Benefice which he then had at Richmond in Yorkſbire, not conſulting 
with Fleſh and Blood what he ſhonld do for a Livelihood, but truſted 
the Lord that he would provide for him and his Family, he having then 
a Wife and Five ſmal! Children, whom he afterward, through the good 
Providence of God lived to ſce brought up to be Men and Women : 
Now this Faithful Servant of the Lord not diſtruſting of the Mercies of 
God, gave up freely whatſoever was Dear and Neer unto him, that 
the Lord required of him, that he might win Chriſt the Lord, who had 
Vilited him with his Day-ſpring from on high, and Ruled him-by his 


. Grace, and gave unto him the Word of Life to declare unto the Sons 


and Daughters of Men, Warning and Admoniſhing them to turn from 
their evil ways, and to ſeek the Lord whilſt he might be found ; and 


great 
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Thomas Taylor's T eſtimony, &c. 
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freat was his L3bours and Travels in tavte Days, being moved often 
to 0 into Market-places and Steeple: houſes, to declare the Word of 
the Lord to the People, wheie he often met with great Oppoſition and 
Sufferings from the Hands of Unreaſonable Men, but the Lord by his 
Mighty Power delivered him wonderfully out of their Hanes, and ma- 
ny lo: g and tedious Impriſonments this good Man underwent in his 
Day, but with great Patience and Contentedneſs of Mind, knowing it 
was for his bearing his Teſtimosy to the Lord*s Blefſed Truth, and not 
for evil-doing: And this I haye furthcr to ſay for this Worthy and Ho» 
nourable Servant ol Chriſt, who Ilovcd not bis Life unto the Death, 
that he might ſerve the Lord in his Day, who was a Faithfvl and True 
Miniſter of the Everlaſting Goſpel, and labnured mightily in Word 
and Dotrine, and many in this Nation were Convinced by that power- 
ful Word of God that run through him, .and they have great Cauſe to 
Bleſs and Praiſe the Name of the Lord, even as I may ſay on his behalf, 
for he was a Zealous Man for the Truth in his Day, and was one of 
the Worthies in ſrael, who went through many Combates both with 
Profeſlors and Prophane 3 and, by the Aſſiſtance of God's Holy Spirit, 
oftertimes put them to filence, and the Truth prevailed over all, Bleſ- 
ſed be the Name of the Lord for Ever. 

And now not being willing to be too tedious to the Reader, elſe I 
conld m-ntion many more things concerning my Dear Father, who 
was a Faithful Follower of the Lamb whereſoerer he led him, through 
00d Reportand bad Report, for he valucd nothing ſo much in this 
World as the Propagation of the Truth, for his Life was hid with 
Chriſt in God, at whoſe Right Hand there is Joy and Rivers of Plea - 
ſure, and that for Evermore. And a little before my Father's Depar- 
ture out of this World, as he Jay upon his Sick-bed, ſeveral Friends 
that came to Viſit him ſtanding by him, he-being very ſenſible to the 
Jaſt, ſpoke on this wife, IT am going to my Father and your Father, 10 my 
God and your God, and ſo departed likea Lamb, and is gone to his Ever- 
laſting Reſt, toreceive that weighty Crown of Glory that is laid up in 
ſtore for all them that loves the Appearanceof our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and keeps their Garments unſpottcd of this World. 


Middlcſex, the 3d Day of 


the 3d Month calied Thomas Taylor, Jus. 
May, 1697. | 
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&- TESTIMONY 
Hannah Tayloz, 


Concerning her Dear Father 


Thomas Taylor. 


F [ 'His I have to ſay, concerning this dear Servant of the Lord, who 
followed the Lamb through many Tribularions, and waſh'd his Gar-' 
mens white in his Blood. 
| That he ſerved the Lord with a perfect Heart, and that he was endu- 
ed with the Spirie of Wiſdom: and of Underſtanding in the Truth, which 
he did value above all the World, and all the Prefermerts thereof : For 
he counted all as Droſs and Durg, in Compariſon of that Pearl of Price, 
which be Laboured for both Night and Day. 

Yea, for Son's Sake. he could not reſt, and for Fer»/alem*s Sake he 
eould not hold his: Peace. 

Becauſe the Spirit of the Lord was upon him, and he had Anointed 
him to be a Preacher of Glad-Tidings tothe Heuſe of God?s Ijracl. 

But he was a Reprover of the Vngodly, yea his Teſtimony was againſt 
all Wickedneſs and Evil-doers. 

Yea, he was clad with Zeal, as with a Cloak, and with the Righteouſ- 
cſs, which God had put upon them, as with an Helmet. 

Yea, he was a Yaliant Soldier indeed, he fought a good Fight, he kept 
the Faith; and from henceforth for him was laid up a Crown of Lyfe, 
which at the time appointed he did receive, with all the Redeemed of 

. the Zord, who reſt Som their Labour, and their Works follow them. 


Hannah Taylor. 
©4 Robert 
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# Robert Barrgw's 
ILESTIMONY 


Fi, . 
Concerning 


Thomas Tayloz. 


E being a Man with whom I was Acquainted and Converſant for 
the ſpace of Thirty Years, ſome part of our Acquaintance in the 


' timeof our Netion and Outward Profeſſion of Religion in the form 


thercof, but the moſt of our time was after God in Mercy had opened 
our Underſtanding, and revealed his Sor. in us by the Word ot Life, 
and Spirit of Truth, to know Chriit inus the Hope of Glory. 

He was Educated and Bred vp at one of the Colledges of Oxford, 


| and became a Pariſh Preacher, and had a Place in the County of W:/t- 


moreland, yet in thote Days he was a Secking Man, having Real De- 
fires to underſtand the TI hings of God, and the Myſteries of his King- 
dom, and was a Man of an Honeſt Life, and Clean Behaviour, and in his 
Preaching and Judgment was more Refined than the reſt of bis Neigh- 
bouring Prieſts, and many of his Hearers were a People commended of 
the Common Hireling Prieſts of the World, which Priefts Nick- 
named his Hearers Roundiads and Puritans, and many of thoſe ſo called 
came frequently from the next Pariſh and Town of Kendall to hear 
him, among! whom | was one; aid he uſed to let John Audland atfd 
Francis Hon gill ſometimes Prezch in his Pulpit in that Profeſſion, be- 
fore either he or they was clearly Convinced of or Come to the Eternal 
Truth, and awakened by the Power of God. 

And in as much as that while he was a Publick Prieſt, he would not 
Baptize his Children at the Font, nor Sign them-with the Sizn of the 
Crols, ſo that the otker Prieſts were offended at him, and apon ſome 
Diſcourſe about it, they agreed-upon a Diſpute to be held at. Xenda{ 
Pariſh Steeple-houſe, where was a very great Auditory, and Three 
Prieſts appeared againſt him to prove Baptizing of Infants by Scripture, 
which thty could not do, and he came over them all, and ſome of #he - 

| | '  Hearers. 
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Hearers run up Kendall- reet crying, /1r. Taylor Hin b got the Day ! 
AMr. Taylor bath got the Day! which Outcry grieyed the Prieſts: This 
v/35 inthe Year 1650. 

Andabout Two Years after George Fox came into Weſtmoreland, and 
Hacked the Everlaſting Goſpel and Power of God, in the D<mon- 
Kration of the Spirit of Eternal Life, and many of thoie called Parirans 
was Convinced and Broken by the Porer of God. \ 

And the ſaid Thomas Taylor was almoſt left alone, ir being a very 
gre2 t Croſs to b:come a Fool to the World, and lot! e his B:nefit, his. 
Wite being a pretty high Woman, having Six young Children, and. 
nothing elſe tolive on, yet he gave up all, laying alide all ſuperfluity of 
Navghtineſs, and received with Meekneſs the Ingrafted Word, which 
Is able to ſave the Soul, and landtifie throughout in Body, Soul, and 
Spirit, 

Pad ſhortly afcer AZargaret his Wife was Convinced, and laid aſide 
all her finery of Apparel, and truſted Providence for a Livelihood for 
her ſelf and ſmal] Cildren, and became a very good Friend, An - kept 
the Faith, and laid down her Head in Peace in the Town of Stafford, 
2a Year or more after her Dear Husband Died, who Dicd and was Bu- 
ried in the ſame Town of S:fford, 

So Thomas Taylor having received the Truth of Ged in the Love of it, 
anddenied himſelf in all things for the ſake of ir, in a ſhort time he 
had his Mouth opened, by the Opening and Inſpiration of the Word: 
of Life, by which his Soul was tnen guickened, and he concerned in 
the Motion of God, and Authority of his Name, to deſcrive the Darke 
neſs of the Pariſh Hirclings, ſo that they roſe upa:zainlt him, and , by 
the Aid of the then Undbelieviig Magiitrates, got him to Prifon in 
Aoplevy Goal, where he grew in the Knowledge of God, and Govern- 
ment of Chrilt Jeſus, and afcer he was releaſed out of P:iſon, Travel- 
led abroad, and was a Living Inſtram-nt in the Hand of the Lord to 
the Convincing of many. 

And hebcing a Man full of Zeal and In! egrity, and being filled with 
the Spirit, wasalways in Truths Service, that when he had | Been g0- 
ing on the Road, he commonly had a Word of Cantion to Profeſſor and 
Prophane ; and ſome of his Old Hearers whodid not reccive Truth, I 
have ſeen him ſpeak to them on the Market-day in Kendall treer, and 
ſome:ime go to their Houles to exhort, admoniſh, and reprove, as 
the Lord directed ; or if he had been Travellin g on the Bigh-way, and 
ſeeing Boys playing on the Firſt Day in the Suminer-time, and their 
Rarents or Old People fitting beſides them, he would Preach to them, 
ſo that he was always concerned for. God's Glory, and Truth's Praiſe, 
| _— Propagating of his Glorious Goſpel of Peace ; . He was a Man TI: 
loved. 


- concerning Thomas Taylor. 


 *s rY 


loved when he was a Pricſt, and more abundantly when he was a Gos' 


ſpel Preacher : He was a Comely Man of Perſon, Fair aid Ruddy, bis » 


Hair Gray before he Dicd, being of a Good Old Age. I was at his 
Funeral in the Town c f afford, where was divers Hundreds of Peo- 
plez and 1 was concerncd in Teſtimony in the Lord's Power among 
them. And though it had been a dark Perſecuting Town, vet divers of 
the Prieit's Hcearers being his Neighbours,. whoſe Children he had 
Taught inthe Priſon, they did there give their Teſtimonies, and ſaid, 
He was agood Man, and his Words and Counſel they believed ſhould never 
be forgot ;, and further faid, They had not ſuch another to Bury in the Town 
of Stafford. 

And as he Lived Honeſtly, he Died Honourably; yea, even in the 
Lord, and his good Works follows him, the Reward whereof he is-in 
the Pol. ſion of a Lifc that's Everlaſting, out of the reach of his Ad- 


verſaries. LW 


London, the 9th of the 1 1th ' Robert Barrow, - 
Month, 169y:. 2 
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; illiam Fallowficld's 
"TESTIMONY 


Concerning 


Thomas Tapyloz. 


His ſhort Teſtimony is with me to give concerning Thomas T aylor, 
having gocd knowledge of tim that he was a Man of a harmleſs 

Lite and Converſation, in which he was a good Savour, his Cunver- 
ſation confirming his DoQrine, God had undouhtedly indued him with 
Patience, and had committed to him a Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, 
which he was botha Preacher of, and a great Sufferer for ; his Patience 
in his Suffcrings manifeſted his Chriſtianiry, he never ſought his Liber- 
ty by any indirect Means, but walted patiently till the Lord effected it, 
and when at Liberty he Travell;d much abroad, and Lahonred much 
fer Truth's Proſperity ; God that called him, did in all things fit him 
\ for that Work in which he imployed him, and his Labour therein was 
very EffeQual, both for the Comforting and Eſtabliſhing thoſe already 
Convinced, as alto for the Convincing of many, as many Living Wit- 
_nelles that he hath left behind can Teſtifie, alſo the ſtopping of the 
' Mouths of many Oppoſers : He had a Word of Counſel to the Weak 
WE: and Feeble, and a (harp Reprover of Diſobedient, Looſe-minded ones 
id | he was altogether Accompliſhed for that Work whercuiito his Lord cal- 
_ led him. And what ſhall I ſay, but that I have Dear Unity with that 
Spirit that he was ated by, and doth ſre him in that which 1s Immuta- 
ble ; his Bow was always bent, and retained its ſtrength ; his Arrows 
were ſharp, and often pierced the Uncircumciſed ; and as one well skil- 
led, he miſt not his Mark ; the Churches amongſt whom le was Con- 
verſant wants him, for he was a Faithful Labourer in his Day, he 
ſought not his own, but others good, walking accordirg to the Exam- 
ple of him that called him, in which he was fervent and diligent, 
Preaching the Word both in Seaſon and out of Szaſon 3 and though he 
be taken from us as to Viſibility, yet his Life and Memory lives with 
C 2 us, 
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_ William Fallowfield's Teſtimony, &c, 


us, ſeveral] ſweet Expreſhions came from him in the time of his Illneſs, 
and was very ſweetly kept in thai time of his Weakneſs ; he lay ill not 
long, though for a conſiderable time an Indiſpoſition of Body did at- 
tend him, yet Þis Loveard Good-will was ſoch to the Truth, that, as 
one ltriring agzinft his Diltemper, he kept not his Chamber long, bur 
went to Meetings, and vilited Friends, but at laſt it prevailed over him, 
and brought him to his Bed, where be Died the 18th of the Firſt Month 
1681. inthe Sixty-filth Year of 7:is Age: I had Dear Unity with him, 
and with tyoſe good ſavoury Expreilions that proceeded from him, 
which tended to Unity and Concord amongſt Friends, which, while he 
lived, he was Careful to preſerve ; he had a great Delight in it, and 
laboured much forit. Ina word, he was a Man of Peace; and as he 
Deligited in it, now is a Poſleſſor cf it, ard of that Joy that is Immu- 
table, in which he lives with his God; a Poſſ<ſlor of that Blefſedneſs 
and Reward, which through the ſame Faith and Patience, we that are 
yet behind, ſhall aſſuredly obtain as therein we keep, in the Lord's 
time. Many gocd things he wrote in his Day; if thou read this Book, 
thou wilt perceive and meet with good Exhortations in it, which will 
I hope tend to thy Strength and Incouragement. 


Wilkam Fallowfeld. 


A ſhort 


EESLIIMONY 


Concerning that 


Faithful Servant of the Lord 


Thomas Taylor, 
W hoſe Memory is Bleſſed. 


Þ ge Tho. Taylor he was a Man who loved the Truth with a ſin- 
| cere Mind, and ſought the Honour thereof, and not himſelf: 
He was ready at all times to ſpeak a word for God, as there was 0c 
Caſiin to inform the Minds of People, to that which would ſtand 
them in ſtcad, when time here ſhall be no more: He was a very good 
Inſtrument amongſt us, and a bleſſed Example in his Converſation, 
which did beſprak him to be the Servant of Chriſt Jeſus : He loved 
the Proſperity of Truth more than all other things whatſoever, and 
for that was he given up in Sonl, Body and Spirit, to ſerve the Lord 
and his Generation Faithfully, Travelling from Place to Plzce for that 
end; and as he lived in the Truth, ſo he finiſhed bis Teſtimony in the 
ſame. Ard though his Body be removed from us, and gone to the 
 Ezrth from whence it came, yet his Spirit lives amongſt us, and his 
Life ſhall never die. Truly I am not without a living Sence upon my 
Spirit, what a Loſs we have of him amongſt us, (who was always 
Tcady to ſerve the Truth, an4 the l-aſt in it.) and Sorrow is ready 
to ſeize upon me in the Conſideration thereof; yet when I conſider, 
that it is according to the Will of the Lord, I an thercin well con- 
tent, knowing that he hath this Advantage of us that are left behind 
(viz) Is freed from Danger of failing into the Snares of this —_— 
| wWhic 


| 


Mary Comberford's Teſtimony, &c. 


which we are liable to whilſt in this Body, except we keep in that 
which is only able to keep us whilſt we remain here: And I do be- 
lieve that the Lord will raiſe up the ſame Life in others to Teſtifie 
to the ſame Truth which he lived in, and that the Teſtimony there- 
of ſhall never fall: This is great Comfort to me, and all who love 
the Lord, to whom be living Praiſes, Honour, Glory and Obedience, 
given for ever and for ever more, from my living Soul, Which he hath 
quickned to himſelf, by his Living Power, and Heavenly Life ; to him 
I fay be all the Glory given now and always, Amer. 


The 26th of the Firſt 
Month 1681. 


Mary Comberford 
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FRIENDS. 


Y Dear Friends, and longed after in the Lord, whoſe Minds 

are turned in by the Light of Jeius Chriit from the Worlds 
Worlhipsand Ways, in meaſure, to wait upon God, that you may 
learn by the Teaching of his Spirit in you, how co wawſhip him in Spi- 
Tit and Truth, who is the Fountain of all your Soul's Happineſs ; prize 
his great Love to your Souls every one of you in particular, and wait 
to receive the Law from his own Mouth, to the quickning and ieviving 
your Souls out of the Death, and for the daily watering and refreſhing 
that which lives of himſelf in you ; focif the Spirit of him that raiied 
up Jeſus from the Dead dwell in you, he ſhall by that Spirit quicken 
your Mortal Bodies; for all whoſe Hearts are purified through the' 
Faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, are in the Covenant of chat Everlaſting 
Love of the Father, which gives to all that wait on him a fu!! Poſſeſſion 
a of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light; but Wo and Miſery from the 
EA Lord to the Unclean in the Farth: And therefore mind your SonPs 
. Guid?z, whith is pure Light of Jeſus Chriſt, and be Faithful unto the 
Lord in whatever he makes manifeſt in you to be his Wii, and l-t not 
the Worlds Frownsor Smiles cauſe you to draw back from the Truth in 
any thing, wiich the Saints have ſo great Recompence of Reward in, 
bat be ſimple, be pure, be harmleſs, be innocent, be Lambs, and wa'k 
as Lights, amongſt a Generation of crooked and devouring Minds, and 
think not ſtrange conczrning any Trial, but imbrace the Crois, which 
is the Sai::ts Rejoicing, and in Patience wait tn fee the Fl:ſhly Mind 
Crucified with i:, Which would have eaſe below God; and do 21] things 
| in 


* Thomas Taylor's Epiftles to Friends. Ih 
in the fear of God, -and let nor the Ear be open to the Enemy, but 1658 
mind that which ſhows you the ſtrait way continually, and learn to love wad 
one another more and more, for Love is of God, but none can love as 
Brethren ot Chriſt, but thoſe that love God, and keep the Command= 
ments ; 'and «s you follow Chriſt in the way of his Croſs and Sufferings, 
you will Delight in one gnothers Fellowſhip but as any depart from 
the Lignt, aid Iniquity abounds in any, the Love in that Perſon wax- 
eth cold: So God Atmighty Bleſs you with his Everlaſting Mercy, to 
ſet free your Minds from all your Sins, to run the way of his Holy 
Commandments ;: {areſts | 


Thomas T aylor. 
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"Thomas Taylor's Epiſtles to Friends. 
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FRIENDS 


| Stickland-head.. 


EAR and precious Friends of God, who into the Fellowſhip of the 
everlaſting Goſpel .of our Lord Jetus Chriit the S»n of G:d, the 


' Light of the World, that Lighteth every Man th-t c- meth into the 


World are called, and who have taſted of that Heaveny Gift. an! upon 
that true Bread do feed, Grace, Mercy and Peace from God our Fa- 
ther, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, be among you, and in you all, every 
where, in every place, imulciplied with the Increaſes of the erernal 
Power of the Holy Spirit in all your Hearts, Amen. Thomas Taylor 
your Brother and Companion in the Patience, Snfferinz;s and Kicgdom 
of Chriſt, unto you all ſend-rh Greeting, and by the Spirit of the Lord 
God doth hereby give you all eo underſtand, That it is the tru- Grace 
of God, and Power of Lite, into which you are called, 2nd which you 
have received, and wherein you ſtand, and whereby you ar: inlightned 
and have been given to ſee the old dead way of Sin and Formality to 
avoid it; and the good and living way of Truth and Righteo:im-ſs in 
Spirit, to embrace and follow it to the Praiſe of our Holy Heavenly 
Father World without end : And this Grace of God that hath thus 
brought Salvation to us, and isour Teacher and Guidein the good Way, 
is the ſame that would teach all, and would have all Men to be Saved ; 
and (to that purpoſe) hath appeared to all Men, to leave all without 
Excuſe. So Dear Hearts, all in the Light and Pewer of this Pur&*T: uth 
of our God made manifeſt in us, dw-1I, and therein let every Soul bathe 
it ſelf, ard drink thereof abundantly, and therewith bz covered, that 
as an Helmet, Sword and Buckler, it may be unto all our Sonl-, againſt 
all Aſ:ults of the Enemy, and a ſure Hiding-place from Storm and 
Tempeſt. And the Lord God of Glory upon this Rock of Aves you 
all preſerve, that living Water and living Bread, even the Fleſh and 

| Blood 
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"Thomas Taylor's Epiſtles to Friends. 


Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, your Souls may here tced upon, and be perfectly 1658 
nouriſhed with it, up into the Fullneſs of-Life, and PerfeCtion of Peace, yaw? 


for ever more : That ſo upon the Wing of this living Spirit, and Power 
of our God in Chriit, we may be all continually carried, and under the 
Shadow thereof be warmed, and cauſed to grow triumph and rejoyce 
over all Weaknelſes, Wants, and Powers of Darkneſs whatſoever : 
For greater is he, Dear Hearts, that is in us and for us (the glorious 
God) in Light and Righteouſneſs, Ruling and Saving, than he that is 
in the World, (the Power of Darkneſs) raging and deſtroying: Aud - 
the World, with its Strength, Joy and Glory, which deceiveth and is 
deceived, is to be trampled upon and kept under foot, as a thing that 
periſheth, and paſſeth away with the Faſhion, Trouble and Remembrance 
of it : But the Glory of our God, and Goodneſs of his Love, with the 
Power of his Truth, Fatneſs of his Houſe, and Peace and Fullneſs of - 


- his Chriſt and Kingdom endures for eyer, dearly to be prized of us, 


Praiſes, Praiſes, everlaſting Praiſcs to his Holy Glorious Arm of power- 
ful Love for evermore: And let every Creature in Heaven and Earth 
Praiſe him, andall his wonderons Works in us and for us where theſe 
ſhall come, and in all his redeemed Ones every where, 'glorifie him in 
Pureneſs, in the Immortal Manſions of Light and Love, that cannot 
change nor be taken from us for ever and ever. So again, all Dear 
Hearts, Brethren and Siſters in the Covenant of Life, Children and 
Servants of the Moft High God, in the Life and Strength of God, and 
his everlaſting Light of Truth, manifeſt, dwell and walk in it indeed, 
grow over all the World, and Powers of Darkneſs and Wickedneſs 
w hatſoever, that the Seed of the Promiſe inheriting, and the Secd of 
the Serpent and Tranſgreſlion caſt out, you may indeed be true Wit- 
neſſes of,. to the Glory of the Lord God, and Good of-your precious 
Souls tor ever : For he that Believes, and in the pure Faith truly waits, 


hath and knows the Witneſs in himſelf, (the Spirit) which he hath of 


God for his everlalting Comforterz but the Witneſs af God, and his 
Face, 1s againſt him that doth Evil, of the Jew firſt, and alſo of the 
Gentile : But t!:e Love of God, and Glory to ſuch as continue Faithful 
and Patiznt in che Well doing, bearing the Croſs, and enduring it to 
the End. And Bled are 311 that keep the Commandments of Life , 
that they may witnels a daily Acceſs and Freedom to the Tree of Life © 
and Throne of Mercy, to feed thereon, and Live for ever : For now 
is the Life ariſen, and the true Light, that lighterh every Man that 
cometh into the World appeared; and of his FullneG have a!l we 
received, even Grace for Giace;z and his Commandnients are not now 
to us Grievons, Praiſe to his Name for ever: And our Rock is not like 
the Worlds Rock, even many of themlelyes already being Judg:s ; all 
Holy 


* "Thomas Taylor's Epiltles to Friends. 


i 1658 Holy Praiſes to him that hath not caft us off for former Ignorance 

www and Unbelicf, but hath in this his day of endleſs Mercy ſtretched out 

| his Arm of Power for us, and his Wing of Love oyer us, even to cver- 
laſting Salvation. So be it. 


From the place of my outward 
Bonds here at Appleby in Weſt= | Thomas Taylor. 
moreland, in the firſk Month 

1658, | 


Let this be Communigated amongſt the Faithful of the Lord, in their Meet= 
ings or 0therwiſe, # Freedom within and Movings are. 
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Thomas Taylor's Evpiltles to Friends, 


£2 


"FRIENDS 


Warwick-ſhire and Stafford-ſhire, &c. 


Y Dear Friends in Chriſt Jeſus, in Warwick-ſbire, Stafford: ſhire, 
L 5 J/orceſter-ſhire and Hereford-ſbire, with the parts thereunto ad- 
Bowels of God our Father, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt doth dearly Sa- 
lute ye all, Praying in the Spirit for you all, and for all Saints ; that as ye 
have received theTruth of God through the Perſecutions and Reproaches 
of the preſent times, ſo you may all with the abounding of the Grace, 


Mercy and Peace of the Everlaſting God amongſt you, be found therein - 


Continuing and Walking to the Glory of his Name to the End, to the 
receiving of a full Reward, and finiſhing the Teſtimony of Chriſt 
amongſt you to all Joy and holy Rejoycing in the Spirit, and to the 
- full aſſurance of Faith in the ſight of God our Father, Bleſſed for ever; 


who hath choſen us, and called ns ont of the Death in the Powerful * 


Word of Truth tv be his Children and Servants, to bring forth Li- 
ving Fruitsof Righteouſneſs te his Glory z and to bear his Name thro? 
the daily Croſs and Sufferings of his Son before the People of the World, 
that he, in all things, may be Honoured, who is the Head Chriſt Jeſys, 
and we his Members, through the Operation of hi Power in vs, may be 
given daily to feel the Glory of his Love, which ſh&ix ſelf abroad in 
every part of the Body, by Vertue of Union with him,” and Feilowſhip 
in the Eternal Spirit of Life. And this is the Portion of the Living 
Branches, who Faithful in his Work of Faith are fourd, and abide, 
not looking back at the Gioſ of Egypt, nor rurmur at the hardneſs 
of the way , but preſling ferward to the Mark-ſet before them in 
Righteouſneſs, which Is of God, where the man of the Earth comes nor, 
but is ſhut one for ever. So God Almighty your Hearts keep clean, 
and your Underſtandings al ways open, to diſcern the things that diffe' , 
and to chule the things of the Spirit of God, which will be to your 


Ever- 
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joyning,where my ſervice ig the Lord hath been, my tender Love in che | 
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Everlaſting Peace and Glory in the Kingdom of our Heayeuly Father, to: 
whom be all Glory and Honour for ever, Amen. | 

And now, dear Frien-''s, as for my outward Condition, you may here- 
by know, that it was ſo ordered, that within two or three Days after 
I was got to my cutward Being in the edge of York ſhire, here was an 
Aſſizes to be at this Town, cailed Appleby in Weſtmoreland, ſome Four- 
teen or Fifteen Miles North of it, whether I had movings to come, 
not knowing my ſ:rvice in particular until I came there ; and there- 
fore when I was come to the Town, after pretty Service in the Town 
amoneglt the Country People, I was ordered to go into their Steeple. houſe, 
at the time when the Sermon before the Judges, as they call it, was in 
hand, and there waiting in the Will of God, and hearing unſound Do- 
arine delivered, I was moved in Spirit Publickly upon a Sear amongſt 
them all, immediately after the Man had done to declare againſt it, for 


which they pu'lld me down, and to fulfil the Scriprure, hawled me out 


of their Synagogue; and as 1 palled in their Hands amongſt the Croud, 
through the Grave-yard,and into the Streets, I Sounded forth the Day of 
the Lord, and the Judgments of our God upon all the Wicked; Head and 
Tail; and for that, together for what was done in the Steeple-houſe, they 
further hawled me by Command,as they aid, to the Priſon, the common 
Goal, where 4 remained till the next Day, and then afterwards was led 
amongſt the Fettered Felons, as they call them, to their Judgment Seat 
three ſeveral times: Thus was I numbred among the Tranſgreſſors, 
and made contented to bear Chriſt's Reproach : And, though the Ene- 
mies did not aoly prepare a Bil) of Indictment againſt me, and by 
their Furjes, as they call them, Judged me guilty, as they call it, of a 
Biſturbance ; but alſo the Judge whom. God will Judge, did ſet Five 
Marks Fine upon me, and Impriſonment until I ſhould pay it ; though 
indeed the Diſturbance and Offence was on their part, for they Di- 
ſturbed me in the Precious Work of the Lord, and have kept me hither- 
to in the Goal for my good Will towards them, the Lord forgive them, 
for they do they know not what ; and ſo, what in them lieth, provoke 
the Wrath of God againſt themſelves. But Bleſſed be the Lord, tho? 
they have,and do uſe me a- is ſaid; yet the Truth,both at the time of my 
Examination, and ſince, hath-had Dominion over them, and the Fricnds 


of Truth in the Country, rather encouraged to go on in the Truth, 


than any way daunted ; the Glorious God of our Life and Peace be Mag- 
nified ; And ſo let ail your Hearts, dear Friends in the Living Power 
and Tiuth of our God, he Comforted and Eſtablifhed,even to you 1 Speak, 
who know the goodneſs of the Croſs of Chriſt, and ſi1bmit willingly un- 
to-it in all things, not to be Terrified at all by the Enemies endeavours, 
knowing that through many Tribulations we mult daily paſs to the 
Kingdom.. 
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Kingdom. And this isa Faichful Saying, that 1f we Swffermirh Chriſt,we ſhall 1658 = 
Reign with him: Ard truly, Friends, the Love of Go! to my Sonl Hath www 
been fo precioully, and is daily Manifeſted in this Prifon-Condition, 
that, if it cculd bz Expreſſed, you would neves be much troubled after 
ic, at the Sofferings for the Truths Sake. z 

So all in the Light Walk, and in the Power of Truth Dwell, that 
you may bring. forth Fruits in all things to the Livirg Gcd, that in 
Peace you may ſay down your Hcads,and with joy give in your Accounts 
to God continuaily, as Good-and Faithf:l Stewards and Servants in his . 
Vireyard, and work whereuito yen are called : And tlie Lord Ged of 
Fulncſs ſupply what may ſeem wanting unto you, or any cf you, in 
regard of mine, or other Friends in the Miniſtry, our 2bſence in this 
time ; knowing that we are not our ewn, but in the diſpoling of Him, 
who Rnles and Ocders all according to the gocd Fleaſure of His own 
Will, and that for good in all things, to ſuch as Fear Him, ard in Spirit 
truly wait: For truly, Friends, I had thoughts of being up amongſt you 
again, may be before this time, if this or the like had not hindered, 


So Reſts your dear Brother in the Faith and Service of the Goſpel, 


Thomas T aylor. 
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Dear Friend, 

Y Tendcr Love inthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt doth dearly ſalute you 

all, wiſhing and deſiring, even irom the Bowels of our Tender 
Father's Love, all pure Refreſhings, and holy, powerful Strengthning 
unto all your Souls, that you may bz born up and carried on in the way 
of bis pure Fear, and heavenly Righteouſnels, which he hath brought 
you iato, and blefſed you in, to do his Will, and to glorifie his Name 
for Ever, that our Souls may live together in the ſweet Unity of Love, 
Life and Peace with our God, out of the reach of the preſent Evil 
World, to ſound forth his holy Praiſes World without end, even in 
and under our own Vine and Fip-tree Chriſt Jeſus, where none can 
come to make us afraid, and where the Troublers of 1ſ/rae! neither do 
nor ever ſhall come to diſturb our Happy Peace and Reſt World with- 
out end : For, Dear Hearts, however things ſeem to be in the out- 
ward, yet truly God is good to 1ſrac/, even ſuch as are of a broken, 


:eontrite, pure and clean Heart. So God Almighty yeu all keep and 


reſerve, even ſo in his pure Loye for Ever, reſts yours, all Dearly in 
e Love of our Father. | 


Thomas T aylor. 


Thomas Taylors Epiltles to Friends. 


A 


Loving and Seaſonable Advice 


TO THE 


Childzen of Light 


' From a BROT HER, 


Thomas Taylor. 


E Children of the Moſt High, Begotten to God by the Word of 
his Power, which liveth and endureth for Ever, and who 
through the Leadings of his Heavenly Hand are brought through the 
Vail (thatis the Fleſh )) intothe Holieſt of all, the Banqueting-houſe 
of the Father, where his Banner over you is Love all Day long, and ſo 
are come toread your Names written in tne Book of Life, which is a 
Myſtery hid from all the Wiſdom of the World : I fay unto you, Q all 
ye Children of the Heavenly Wiſdom, keep your Habitation, keep in 
the Wiſdom and Strength of the Lord God Almighty your Father, and 
give not your holy Things to Dogs, nor caſt your Pearls before the 
Swine, for the Dogs will turn again and rent you, and the Swine will 
tread the Pearl under their Feet. So be ye wiſe in the diſpenſing aud 
dealing out of your Heavenly Father's Treaſures which he hath betruſt- 
ed you withal, and made ye Stewards of for his Glory. Oftand in awe, 
and fin not in this weighty Matter ; be not too laviſh (amongſt the 
wicked Contenders ) of your Maſter's Choice Goods, fo yet 2 Praiſe to 
your ſelves, but becentent to be as Fools before tiitem, rather than to 
let the Babylonian: into your Treaſures, yea, though they wake a dif- 
ſembling ſhew of Love,!eſt a Judgment follow, as it did to Zezekiab, of 
whom you may read, J/a. 39. Chapter throughout. O my Friends, 
the Serpent is Subtle, and Zerod is Cruel, and therefore wait in the 
| E 2 dread 
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660 dread of the Lord God, tofeel and ſavour the Serpent's Voice in all ? 
WY for no more will any that are guided by the Serpent receive Truth in 


the Love of it, though it be neyer fo plainly told them where it is, and 
what it is init ſelf, and what it will bz to thoſe that receive it in Love; 
I ſay no more will they love 1t, than Herod did the young Child, 
whom he only enquired after that he might ſlay bim. So we may daily 
ſee that the Contenders and vain Enquirers of this preſent time are of 
Herod ar.d the Serpents Race, who cannct endure to kear of the Birth 
of that Sced that is above every other Seed, and is King of the true 
Fews in Spirit, and to whom all the Fleſhly Births, under what Name 
or Profeſſion {oever, muſt be ſuljz&read and bow : And as the love of 
the Lord doth indeed conſtrain us as freely and abundantly to Commu- 
nicate of our Heavenly Treaſure to the: pure in Heart, who hunger 
and thirſt after Righteouſneſs, as we have received them, even {a doth 
the ſame Love and the Wiſdom thereof engage us to do as our Heavens 
ly Father doth, who hides the things of his Kingdom from the S-2rpent?s 
Seed, the Wile and Prudent of the World, and fo the Croſs is the ſafe 
way and ſo,zs we ſtand in the Crofs,our preaching is to the Few outward 
a ſtumbling- block, and to the Greeks foolithnefs,as in former Times, t Cor. 
x. And fo in all our Diſputings and Reaſoning with the World about the 
Things of God's Kingdom, we muſt mind the Crols, leſt for want of a 
Hedge, the wild*Boar of the Forreſt get in and hurt the tender Plants 
of God. Friends, ſtrive not in your Wills for Victory, bus wait inthe 
Light to feel the Spiritual Weapon, the ſharp Two-edged Sword of 
theSpirit of God to cut down the Adverſary. There came one to 
Chrift and ſaid, Are there few that ſhall be ſaved? And he ſaid, Strive thu 
10 enter in at the ſirait Gate ;,, fo his Anſwer was in the Croſs, and he 
minded more the Edification of the Man's Soul, than to pleaſe the bufie- 
body?s curious Mind ; ſo we muſt dwel} in his Wiſdom, and that will 
lead into Chriſt's Work. Another asked him, What he muſt do to enter 
into Life? He anſwered, Whas readeſt thou ? So to ſuch as profeſs Scrip- 
ture tobe their Rule, or fo to bring them to the Obedience and Judg-" 
ment of their Rule z and ifthey cannot believe Scripture, which they 
acknowledge to be true, how can they bzlieve our words whom they 
look upon to be as Hereticks and Deceivers. The Servant of God, ſaith 


- the Apoſtle, ' muſt not ſtrive, but in AMeckneſs inflruting them that oppoſe 


them/el es to the Truth, nitſt ſeek to bring thenio the Truth, that thereb) th $/ 
may be delivered out of the Snares of Satan, whom their Ienrance ate led 
Captive by him at his 4, Now, the Servant of God 1a this welzhty 
Matter may conhder what manner of Oppoſers theſe are, whether they 
find in a lower or higher plgce of wickedneſs; for ſome are wicked in 
zlizh meaſure, who will neucher enter ito the Kingdom of God themſclves,. 
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nor ſuffer others; as Elimas the Sorcerer, Atts 13.9, 10. who With- 
ſtood Paul, ſecking todraw the Deputy frum the Faith. Theſe may be 
more ſeverely reproved, as was there by the Apoftle, but Rill with this 
Cant ion, that all be Cone by the pure Sword of God's Spirit, and not 
by the Wrath of Man; for the Wrath of Man works not the Righteouſe 
neſs of God: Ard ſuch Oppolers as this had Chriſt to do withal, a- 
gainſt wiom he pronounced ſa many Woes, declaring their wicked 
Root, by calling them Vipers and Serpents, and Children of their Fa- 
ther the Devil, Jar. 23. throughout, and Fohbr 8. 44. But to others 
who arenot ſo high and ſtrong in their Wickedneſs, much Wiſdom, 
Tenderneſs and Patieace mult be uſcd, that if God may at any time 
give them Repentance, that from the Darkneſs to the Light of God 
they may he turned, as Fade ſaith in this Epiſtle, Yer. 22, 23. Of ſome 
have: compaſſion, making a difference, and others ſave with fear, pulling them 
out of the Fire, hating even the Garments ſpotted by the Fleſh. And all my 
Dcar Frieads in Chriſt Jeſus, who are at any time called forth by the 
Power cf the Lord God, to Encounter your Spiritual Adverſaries, the 
Diſprt:ers of this World, who Goljah. like, are ſo wiſe and ſtrong intheir 
own Conceit, and have ſo armed themſelves with their Carnal Weapons, 
that tlicy are not afraid to defie 1ſrael, yea, IſracPs God : I ſay, keep 
inthe Power of God, and truſt not to Sanl's Armour, but wait to feel 
the litile Stone cut out of the Mountain without hands, to hit the Ene= 
my in the Forehead, and to bruiſe his Head, and to ſtrike at his Feet, 
that the falſe Foundation whereon he ftandeth may be removed, and ſ@ 
the Image may fall into nothing at once: And in this great Buſineſs, 
( to wit, the Lord's Controverlie) my Friends, always mind your 
own Standing and Foundaticn, to keep cloſe to it, and not to be driven 
from it by any means, for the Enemy will ſcek todraw you from your 
ſure Ground, the meaſure of Life and Experienced Truth in you, into 
vain Janglings and fruitleſs Diſputes, to gratife their Corrupt Minds, 
wherein is no Edification to the Soul, which the Servant of God muſt 
wait in all things to edific; a::d though for our Work herein we may 
be arcountcd as Fools by the \Vorld, who cannot judge but by the out- 
ward Appcarance of things, vet with God fhall we be accepted, be- 
cavſ: Doers cf his Will, and our Joy in his Sight and Preſence ſhall 
ahide, and none ſhall rake ir from us, as thus we abide in God's Will, 
Work and Covenant, who is over all 3lefled for Evermore. 

And Friends, of Scorners we muſt heware, tor their Root 1s Rot- 
t:nnets, and their Ground Accurſcd, and the good Seed in them hath no 
place to grow. | 

And of ſachas Profeſling Scripture, and Wiſdom, and neither car 
nor will believe that Chrilt Jighteth every Man that cometh m_ wn 

orld 
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1660 World with ſufficient Grace or Light, though Fohn ſaith expreſly, 
wyw That in the Word ( Chriſt Jeſus ) was Life, and that Life 4s the Light of 


Mew, and the Light of that Life ſhineth in Darkneſs, ( to wit in Men ) 
lighting every Man that cometh into th: World ; and that ſuch as received 
him in that his Appearance, ro them he gave Power to become Sons of Ged, 
Fobn the firſt Chapter. I ſay of theſe Unbelievers beſore-mentioned, 
it may be truly ſaid they are Children of Darknefs, and fo much is nor 
to be faid to them, buteven to bring them to Chrift*s Light in them, 
to know it, and learn of it, for till then tiiey will neyer underſtand. 

Alf ſuch Profcſiors as have been logg Reating Scripture, and have 
heard the like Teſtimony of the Kingdom of God from the Spirit: of 
God in his Servants in theſe Days, and yet plead for outward Shadows 
and Sounds, and things that periſh with them, to be the Way and 
Means ofthe Kingdom, and are Ignorant of the Myſtery of it in Man, 
and ſo deny the Word and Power of God nigh in tre Heart; and yet 
In this their Darknefs ſeparate themſelves in Profeſſion from others, 
thinking themſelves to be ſomething when indecd they are nothing z 
theſe are to be turned away from and judged. 

As alſo ſuch as deny finleſs Perfettion, and ſo know not the Birth: 
of God in Man, but will plead for Sin, yea, in the Regencrate, during 
term of Life, as though Chriſt were a Miniſter of Sin, and could 
make nothing perfect like the weak Figures of the Law. Thovgh the 
Scripture ſaith expreſly, The Birth of God ſins nvt, and be that abiars in 
Chrift ſinneth not, and that Chriſt the better Hope makes perfet, See Heb; 


. 7.19. and 1 Foh1.5,6, 7, 8, 9, 10. 


Now the Reaſon why the Law could make nothing perfeft, was be- 
cauſe it could not take away Sin, and fo that Perfeftion that is not fin- 
leſs is no Perfection at all; therefore it's ſaid, That Chrift by One- 
offering hath perfetted for ever them that are ſaniified, Heb. 10. 14. And 

ehbold the Lamb of God that takes away the Sin of the World, Amen. 
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FRIENDS 
Thar Abide in the Truth: 


AS ALSO 
To {ſuch as are 2one from it. 


8 

RIENDS all ſtill mind the Light of God in you, even that which 

is not of this World, but leads out of the World, and the Wor- 
ſhips, Luſts, Cuſtoms, Faſhions, Traditions and Inventions thercof 
up to God from whom it-.comes, which Light was preached unto you 
in the Beginning, and as your Minds were turned to it and believed in 
it, true Judgment was executed upon the Man of Sin in you,and through 
the Light wherein God's Saving Power is felt, you became more than 


Conquerours over the World and the Mind thereof, and fo you became 


Lovely in the Eye of the Lord the Father of Light, and fo he entred 
into Covenant with you, and you became his, and he yaurs in Truth, 
Power and Righteouſneſs, and his Banner over you was Love, and is 
Love to all who have kcpt their firſt Lore, and have contiqued Faith- 
ful to his Witneſs, and have brovght forth Fruits to God ; you have 
reaped Life, becauſe you have lived in the Spirit, and walked in the: 
Spirit, and ſown to the Spirit of Life which Ged hath freely given you 
to profit withall, and to be a Blcſling unto you in the midſt of the: 
Earth : But to ſuch amongſt you who came out of Egype vith you, and 
ſaw God's wonderful Wotking at the Red Sea, and came through the 
Sea to the dry Land amonz7 the 1ſ-aclites of God, but are now tallen a 
Luſting in the Wilderneſs, and with your Heart: tarned back agi1n into; 
Egipt, and ſo cannot enter Relt with God's People becauſe of Unbelief ;, 
[ ſay your Cendi:ion is Sad and freatly to be lamented, and your Bon- 
dage is great, that aſter all your Experiences of Pharoih*s Oppreſlion, 


and the Mourning of the S2ed under his Yoke, and your Knowledge of 
God's great Power for you at the Red Sea, that you ſhould ſo ſoon for-- 


get your own Miſcries, yea, and the Mercies of God alſo, in delivering. 
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Welk 1660 of you fo Miraculoully from under the Enemies Power, that you would 


bz, yea are, in tite Brick- kills againz Whar, Is it the Onyons and Gar- 
lick of Egypt, and Fleiſh-pots, that. hath bzwitched you that you are ſo 
weary of the Lord's Yoke, that the Heavenly Manna hath no Savour to 
you ? O Fooliſh People, How are you bewitched that you ſhould not 
love, nor lite to follow the Truth, which hath wrought ſuch Wonders 
for you: © the Treacherouſneſs of your Unbcelieving Hearts, How 
have they deceived your ſelves, and all who looked for Good from you? 
How Fooliſh and Unwiſe are you become, to ſell the Hope of eternal 
good Things, for that which you have ſeen to be nothing but mcer 
Husks, Shadows and Vanity. But now therefore, if it be poſlible, call 
in your Minds, conſider in your Hearts, what it is that the Lo1d re- 
quireth of you, you cannot be Happy without Ged and his Truth, but 
he can be eternally Happy and Glorious without you, he can cloth him- 
ſelf, and wrap up himiſclf in eternal Light, Life, Power, Fulinels and 


- unſpeakable Glory and Satisfaftion without you, but you, without him, 


cannot enjoy one dram of Light, Life, Comfort, Satisf:Qion, or any 
Good, for in Chriſt the Light, Ged's Gifr, all Fullneſs dwells, and out 
of him, or without him, noting but Emprineſs, Miſery, Diſppoint- 
ment and endleſs Woe ; yea, Vavity of Vanities, and a ſore Travel as 
all things under the Sun, in your bei} Condition, without Truth, whilſt 
here; and endleſs Woe, without all Comforr, when gone hence ; Wiyh- 
ont me, ſaith Chriſt, ye can do nothing : And ſo ſay I, Withont Chriſt ye 
are nothing, nor have nothing, bur are meer Beggars, Prodigals, Loſt, 
Undone, Blind, Wretched and Naked Out caſts, pr: firable for no- 
thing > ſo Return, Return, Repenr, Rep:nt, ſaith my Soul, in the 
Light of the Living to you ail. So be it. 
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FRIENDS: | 


Y Dear Friends in Chrift Jeſ's, who are Faithful in G24's Cove- 
nant of Light and Life, t>dwell, grow and increaſe; ye2, and 
to brinz forth Fruit of Rigiteouſneſs to God?s Glory abnneartly, my 
truc a:id tender Love falutcs you all, and my Spirit in Ged rejoy:eth 
bccauſe of you all, and [ cannot but evermore, upon every remembrance 
of you, Praiſe, Laud and Magnihe the great ard glorious Name of our 
Heavenly Father, for his tender Love and tender Mercy to you ll, and 
for the Power of his Love in Chriſt, whereby he hath reached help to 
your Souls in the needful tine, when all help of Creatures was at an 
end ; and hath railſed you up from the Dead, to be his living Witnelſles 
in the Day cf his Love to /ſ/rael, ard hath choſen you for his People, 
and to bear the Name of Sons and Dauzkters, Seryants and Hard- maids 
in his Houſe, to do his Service, and to bear his Name in Righteouſneſs 
before the Chiliren of Men. O my Soul is even filled with the ſreet 
h:averly Vertue of this Love of God upon every Remembrance of you, 
even of you all, and every Member of the Holy Body of Jeſus Chriſt 
in every place : For who can expreſs the Beauty of your Liſe, and Full- 
neſs of your Treaſure which you poſleſs in his Love? O Bleſled be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jelus Chriſh, who hath choſen us, and ſet 
his pure Love up©n- us, where>y it comes to paſs, that we are more 
than Conquerors over all the things of Darkneſs, and Powers of Evil, . 
that would ſeparate us from his pure Love. O Glory, Glory to his 
great Name, who by his pure Love hath begotten us again from the 
De3d, into the Image of his living, pure and holy Nature of Love, to 
love one another, and to reach forth pure Love in Spirit and Fruth 
unto all; yea, unto Enemies, for at the Birth of Jeſus this: was ſoinded 
forth by the Heavenly, even Peace on Earth, Good Will to 27zny, So 
thar when Men hae ts, and ſpeak Evil of vs, we_ know they have ra 
C:uſe for it; for if they know onr Love and gord Wi'l to them, they 
wou!ld love us, and muci mzre the Father of our precious Life, by whom. 
we are b gotten into ſach a pu:e heavenly Love, as even lahours and 
travels night and day how we may fulfil that great Service of Love, and 
contin'al Duty of good Will, that we owe to the who'e Cre:tion of 
Gad: For Oh how great is the Londage of a great part of itzas yet bei g 
F 1g 


th / : .. 


_ 


' — Thomas Taylor's Epiſtles to Friends, 


Ne - | t 
- 1662 ſo burdened with the weight of Corruption that lyes. upon it, that \ 
"LAW ever cries unto God by reaſon of Oppreſlion, and waits for the Mari- 


feſtation and Enjoyment of tlie pure ard holy Liberty: of the Sons of 
God, wherein God alone may be glorified, and the Creature ſcr free to 
1un in the ways of bis Commandments with Joy, and thz wicked one 
miy be put under into the Pit of everlaſting Woe, there to remain for 
ever. So my Dear Friends and Fellow-Citizens of the New and Hea- 
venly Jeruſalem, ye True and Faithful Seed and Servants of the cver- 
living and true God, do you rejoyce and lift up your Heads, for from 
the eternal Fountain of Life ard Love is your Salvation coine, your Por- 
tion 1s upon a Fat and Fruitful Land, not as Eg;p: watered by Mortal 
Man, but as the Promiſed Land watered from Heaven, and made to ex- 
cc] all Lancs in Gocdneſs and Fruitfilneſs; yea, I know you Faithful 
ones are able to read in the Myſtery where the Fullneſs of all is enjoyed, 
and all Farrenneſs and Diſappointment done away. So my Dear Fel- 
low-Members in the Heavenly Body and Faithful Branches of the living 
Vine, do you rejoyce and lifc up your tender Souls ja God's Name, a!:d 
in his living Mercies at all times; truſt, truſt not in any thing, but in 
the Name and merciful Power of the ever-living God our tender Fa- 
ther, and in this Faith will be your ViRory in all things: by this Faith 
will your Hearts be kept clean to God alone, out cf all Defilements and 
Wotlily Intanglements whatſoever; yea, and by this Faith will you be 
kept ſo continually a-topof all Powers of Darkneſs and Spiritual Wick- 
edneſs whatſoever, that in Freedom cf Mind, and Joy of Heart, you 
may cffer your ſelves to your Maker and Redeemer as a reaſonable Ser- 
vice, and pure Offering of Obedience to his Praiſe, as is due for ever 
and ever. | 
So my Beloved, in God's pure and precious Trath, I am your Brother ' 
and Fellow-Syſferer for the EleCtions ſake, well ſatisfied in this throngh 
thz unerring Spit ir, that as we abide Faithful to God in our Conditions, 
we ſhail never want the Support, Joy and Comfort, and daily Supply 
of his abundant Love, ahd 2ll-ſufficient Grace; fo that we need not 
fear the Terrors of the Night, ner noyſom Plagues that deſtroys at 
Noon-cay, nor the Doing of Mortzl Mcn, becaute the Lord is become 
our ſure and ſife Hiding-place, and Calile of Dc:fence, as he was to 
our 2rethren 1n the Faith in all fore-going Ages. And what if they ſay, 
That weere a Poor Neceived and Contemprible People, it matters not, 
lecing we ave Go@?s certain Truth in ns, the Foundation of our Build - 
inz, and God's gracious Acceptance of us in Chriſt for our Strength and 
Glory? And what if Mens Decrees be againſt the Liberty of our Holy 
and Spiritual Worſhip? We muſt not be diſmay'd for ſuch things, ſor 
id it. was in tlic days of his Fleſh, who ſaid, The Servant ss not gre ater 


thas: 
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than bs Lord; and be endured ſuch Contradiftions againſt himſelf for'; 662 
our fakes; and he beheld his Father's Power, and in' it ſtocd to they 
overcoining of all Encmies ; and ſo hath given a good Example what | 
todo in Times of Trouble, and whither to go in Times of Need ; 
for he that hath promiſed is near to all that fly to him for Snccour who 
both hath, and daily doth make fully manifeſt his Kindneſs and Faith= 
fulneſs in us, and for us, that we might be to him a People, and he to 
vs a God for evermore. So into the Arms of his eternal Power. and 
Bowels of everlaſting Love, I commend you all, to be kept, comforted 
and carried over all that would hurt you, or hinder you from walking 
in his good Way; and reſts your dear and tender loving Brother, -in 
the Patience and Kingdom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as Bound, yet Free, 

Glory to his Nameeverlaſting, So be it, even Amen, Halelujab, Praiſe 
the Lord, ſaith my Spirit, in the Unity of your precious Lite, which 
we have in his Love, | 


A 


Thomas Taylor. 
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Ee To 


Hrael's Babes. 


Z bar this ſhall be the Everlaſting Song + 
Of Iſrael's Babes, who Lillie like among 
The pleaſant Meadows grow ;, and, as the Reſe, 
Send forth their ſmeereſt Smells, and do repeſe 
Their tewder Heads, on their dear Mothers Knee, 
' The new Jeruſalem for ever free - 
Free from all Sin and Sorrow ; yea from all 
That doth the Soul Imbondage or Inthral ; 
As Fears, and Cares, and Eartily-mindcdneſs, 
Which, as an Heritage,' Men's Hearts poſſeſs 
But Ziai?s Birth 1s free, and kept in Peace, 
Abiding inthe Fathers Houſe Increaſe : 
And fitting under kis pure ſhaddowing Love, 
Even all day long whilſt he their Falth doth prove, 
They arc in ſafety kept within the Juſt, - 
Not lending any Ear to the earthly Luſt - 
They knowing that in Heaven is a ſurer Reſt, 
Reſerved for tyem, ay to be poſſeſt. Hallelujah. 


Praiſe the Eord, give thanks unto his Name, ſay ye (O Holy Seed 
of Iſrael) The Lord God Almighty (cur Father ) is Gond, and his 
Mercies Everlaſting, and his Love unto us as Endleſs as Himſeif, who 
is the ſame, yeſterday, to day, and for ever, overall Bleſſed for ever- 
more. 


But Howlings, Miſcry, Wa will be the eu) 
Of all the Earth, who in their minds are ur, 
Exalted over that that's meth Pt? Heart, 
And on it tramp/ing ; theſe muſt ever ſmart : 
Theſe, theſe are they, that Heavens ficrce Wrath muſt fecl, 
Tele mnt be ſhioered wiilh 4 Rod of Sreel, 

Will God 4lmighty cver win! at ſuc ? 


That of his Glory due, kim fo much gruich : 
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And will nor ſuffer him the Earth to Inherit, 
Waoch by bs >MIFcrings, as his r1ght,, aid Mrit. 
And throng his Creſs and Death became right Her 
OF eviry Subjiarce, Jewel, Pi ectous, Rare ; 
Aou! the Heaven, and in the Earth below, 
Ard in the deeys that in ereat Meaſure flow, 
H:'s Heir Ayparent of all things, and Chief, 
Sure holgen and jeſt Pt? Saints Belief. 
Tho«gi the Wick-a ard Ungod'y will not yield, 
That be (ſhonld Rile, or his pure cepter Wicld 
A, Lord and King, yet ſure hs Name ſhall ſpread 
F, om {,4\t to Welt, from Nerth 10 South wh dread. 
He jhall ariſe as Lions to tne prey : 
He ſhall proceed, in his Mrght, and will not ſlay ; 
Or trop bu A'ork, for all the flattering Cries, 
Of +:ypucrites, his wicked Enemies. 
H. wil; not 11401 regard their feigned Voice, 
Wyo bave nit, nor yet will make Moles Choice 3 
Bit, with the Efavs of the World, chuſe rather 
Tt boſs of all thar's Feauely, the Earth to gather. 
And ſay within th:mſe!ues, Gre, give, theſe things, 
Toat we my have our Luſts, and reign as Kings, 
In this time preſent whic with Eye we ſee , 
For we believe 1.0t, what ſhall after be : 
We: lite not ſuch harſh Dottrine, as doth tell, 
Of Abrahams Boſom, and the Gluttons Hell : 
For P.iſtwmes, Pleaxſures, ard ſuch Recreations 
As feed cur Sexes, with Prevarications, 
Of all forts, {izes, manner, form and faſhion 
That can b: found in City, Town or Nation , 
Is nur vain Minds Deſire and Hearts Delight ; 


He: e, heres te Crown, for which we Strive and Fight ; 
For which both Night and Day, we Ward and Watch, 


And thus at Sbadows, all the Vorld doth Catch. 

Een all the World, Profeſſors and Prophane, 

Who that pure thirg ( Cirift Light) within Diſdgin - 
And for the Light, juwr Letters, +0unds and Forms , 
An for the Subſtance, Shadows Over-worn, 

In his they All :gree to fot at naught, 

Tie living Virtue, by which Saints aretaughty 

A. c ſo 1 large, ine wicked Hind vs left 

In Unbel, vers, to makg up by theft, 


(& 
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And fteal:h in ther cu'-lide and vain Profeſſion, 
What they of Truth don ant in rrue Poſſeſſion, 
*But Baves of Lion feed upon that Bread, 
The real Subfance, Jeſus Chriſt, thrir Head, 
Which came from Heaven, and thicker bath them led 
With bim to reft, in kis Ftcrnal Bud, 
They feed upon bim, in the Mijſlery, 
Fiid from the Ravin and the Vultirs Eye: 
hr Fer where the Bedy is, the Saints Reſort, 
And there are he;t ſecure, as in a Fort 
Of Braſs or Iron, where the Tables Reaay, - 
All day fu'l fravght with Dainties for the Neery- 
Yea, for the Needy and the Hungry Soul, 
To take and freely Feed, without Control. 
When falſe, prophane Profeſſors, in the denble Mind, 
Ach ſeem and dream they Eat, but all's bat Air and Wind, 
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Of Prayers. 


i as a tuned Inſtrument, my Mind is in the Lord 
Well fer, and with his Power Aſift, O then I can Reeord 

The mighty Atts and wonders great of him that Rul ef0n Fioh, 

Ard of his great Magrificetce, from whom the Heavens do fly, 

Ana Earth alfo, when he is pleaſed to make his Power knows 

In AMercies ard in Julgmerts deep, for-ſiich as are bu own , 

When hc an frm of Help nth reach unto the needy Soul, 

When be the daring Power of the Enemy doth Controul, 

O then, I ſay, what Treaſure can before his Preſence ſtand , 

Before his Gliriowns Face, who 1s the Lord of Sea and Land : 

Whcre Kings ana Princes art as Duſt, and nothing in bis ſight, 

Yea a'l who in thar carnil Mind; againſt his Glory fight : 

1ct he doth make his Refidence with every kumble Heart, 

That loves kis Name, and from his Truth by no means can cepart. 

His preſence is their perfels ſtay ;, and they in him can ſay, 

He is our Rock that nothing ſhall our Spiries much diſmay : 

Yex, though our Troubles for a Night, or ſo, wpon us lye, 

Yet inthe Morning we are Saved, as we to him didcry. SOÞt it. 


Concerning - 


nas Taylor [:1 __ to friends, 
"od I 


Concerning Z wn! 


| ] J-rufalem forget, a People ſav'd from Pride, , 


Then lit my Skilf ul Hand forget the warbling Harp to grade : 

Lind of Muni Fo in my Joy I do not fill ſet up, 
Then let my Tongue cleave tommy Mouth, and taſte of Sorrows Cup, (ſaid David.. 

So ſh: the Seed of David now, i. Heart and Pen endeavour, | 
The Praiſe of Zinn to Record, aid of her God for ever : 5 
fe Bleſſed are thoſe Men on Earth, that nith us now take part, 2 
Jn this our Work of Innocence, when "all the reſt muſt ſmart : 
For Low can IſraeÞPs Kingdom be the Portion of ſuch Wights, 
As will not have God”s 1ruth to Raign, but ſtill 4h it Fights, 


T he Liſe more than Cloaths and Meat. 


Lord God, my Lifeis in thy Service, and my Soul's Everlaſting 16 

P-ace .nd Satisfaction in thy Love 3 all the 1 bings of this Wore VI 
aic of an etipty fading Nature, and yield not the leaſt true Content 
v2t0 the Immortal Son 1, but only anſwer a Mortal Neceflicy, as the * 
Apoſtle ſeith, Mars for the Belly, and the Billy for Meats, but God will: n 
dcfroy bota ii and them; fo Cloaihs for the Back, and the Back for - 
Cloaths, but God will deſtroy bo:ht it and them; and fo for other 
tiinzs of the World, they ſ{crve but ohly for Worldly and Temporal 
Ncceflitiesz but now Man, m:de 12 tie lmage of God, bre caths after a 
more Excc lens Goed than this World hath to give; for inthe Er pl, 
which iS”Mortal, there abides an Inm ;orta] Deſire, and frem that an 

A 

immortal Cry afte: that Holy and He avenly Food of Life , Whichis in 
the full Hand of God to give, and fo when that 1s received and digeſtel 
in the pure Mind, then goes forth Praiſes and Thankitivings to the 
Lord, the pure at ad F' ll Fountain of all Everlaſting and —— £00d 
Things : , aid lo happy they who come through the Ohedience of the 
Trut#, to have their Hearts ſeaſoned with this Heavenly Salt of the 
Word of God, the Living Word which abides for Ever z For iz the be-: 
ginning m4 110 i ord, 4rd the Mor d was with God, aud thitWord nas God, | 


and is the Lite and Lig ht of Man; ard all places in Man, which is not 
; . Gd 
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- 2659 filled with this Living Light, is full of Darknefs; and the dark places of 
""&-A— the Earth are full of the Habi a:jons of Unrighteouſneſs and Cruclc 4 
and there isengendred all the Ravenous Birds and Beaſts of Prey, all 
the fiery ſtinging Serpents, an1every Venemous Thing which annoys, 
hurts and diſquiets the Living Plant which God hath planted in clic 
Parzdiſe of his Pleaſure, znd ſecks to devour the Man-child as ſoon as 
it is Born, but into the Arms of the Eternal Power of Lite is the Babe 
taken, and by the Choiceſt Angel is tae Plant watered and defendcd, 
and fo the wicked is diſappointed of his Prey, and therefore doth he re- 
treat into his Den of Darkneſs, gaawing his Tongues becaule of his 
Plagnes. So bet. 


Lord our S treng th and 1. hty Tey, 
O Heow Glorious is thy Name within our Hearts : 
We cannot ceaſe to Preath thy Truth, 
Though for it, at us Satan ſhoot bis Darts. 


—————— 


Though Hell be briken looſe r-pon the Earth, 
To vent its Malice for a lintle time, 

And make the Rizhteeus Man bu Butt to ſhont at, 
Yet God will Plague them for their mughty Crime, 


The greatneſs of their Evil paſſeth thong! t, 
Their Sins it number far exceeds the Sand; 
And therefore will the Lord againſt thim pl: ad, 
With all bis Judgments in bis Wrathful Fad, 


: And though great Trial: be to try tle Faith 
Of pure and upricht-hcarted People now; 

Yet that pure holy Puwgr will us defend, 

Who makcs the very Devils fear and bow. 
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' To the Unſatiable D-vourers ot Strong 


Drink. 


Hat Helliſh Sp1 k ts that, 3n your Inflamd Brif} 
WVi)bich neither ſuffer 5 God vor Man to Feiſt , 


» 


But 
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But doth diſorder even the whole Creation, þ. 
Bringing God®s Judgments thick on every Nation. WVYW.. 
Ye will n0t hear nor learn the thing thats good, p 
But cat and drirk up Sin your daily Food. 

Be filthy fill, ye filrby Ones, and when 

Your Meaſure is full, your dreadful Doom comes then. 


_ © Thomas Taylor. 


HF that to Glory would attain, 

Ard many Happy Days would ſee, 
His Tongue from Evil muſt ut 

And che bis Heart from Sin keep free. 


s He muſt both watch ard ward in Heart, 
: And perſevere inthat good deed, 
Leſt Satan wound him with his Dart, 
As he doth all that take not heed. 


Such muſt not promiſe ta themſelves 
Great things on Earth, as Sinners do, 

Who build, and plant, androot therein, 
As from it they would never go. 


But he that to the Heavens would come, 
T's awell in that which never fades, 

Auſt not in the World ſet up his Reſt, 

Ner ſhelter under Mortal ſhades. 
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LEY TO MY 


Dear Friends every where. 


By My Friends, and Faithful to God, whoſe Hearts are Tender and 
© O Zealous after the Lord and his Honour in tkis day, of the Tryal 
| of our moſt precious Faith, Grace, Mercy and Power fiom God the 
Father, and our Lord Jeſus Chrift, be abundantly mul:iplied in you, 
and the Bleſſed Arm of his Power ſ1pport you, and carry you through 
all the preſent and future Tryals for the Gofpels ſake on Earth ; for ns 
hath the Lord drawn out of the many Waters, and ſet our Fect upon 
-the ſure Rock of Ages, the tryed Foundation, and brougit our Souls 
into the unmoveable Reſt, Glory to his Name for ever, that we might 

_ be to his Praiſe, and Glory, and Honour for ever; that he might 
dwell in us, and we in him, for ever; and ſs be ſafe for ever under 
his Wing, where the Wicked cannot come becauſe cf Unbelief, and 
that great Violence whereby they have ſtopt the way of all good from 
their Souls. But now Dear Hearts, and Beloved in the Lord, you 
who have loved the Light, and received the Power which makes all 
manifeſt, and cleanſeth from all Sin, you are Bleſſed, even the Bleſſ:d 

- of the Lord God of Heaven and. Earth, who loves your Souls with a 
perfect Love, and fills your Hearts day by day with bis Infinite Go:d- 
neſs: Therefore, as a Recompence for all his Mercics, give up your 
ſelves to his Holy Will in all things, and love the Lord the fame, our 
everlaſting God and Father, with all your Hearts, Souls, Mind and 
Strength, and he will do abundantly for you and us all, even his whole 
Tſratl in every place, beyond all that we can ask or think: Look not 
out at the World, nor- their Love nor Hatred, for they are Men and 
not Gods; but keep in the Sanuary of God, the Spirit of Chriſt, 
and there is Safety; with him is the Well of Life, which refreſhes 
onr Souls continually, and makcs all things eafie and poffible to us 
through Faith in his Name and Patience. So tet Patience have its per- 
fect Work, for we have daily necd of it, that we may continually ſee 
and feel the Love of the Lord in the Land of the Living, and not be 
clouded with the Spirir of this World, which gerdreth to Bordaze in 
any thing :- For if Zo1*s Wife look back, ſhe is preſently turned into 
a: Pillar of- Salt ;- and if the J//raclite turn back but in his Heart into- 
Egypt, he is ſnarcd in Unbelief. So, my Dear Friends, look np to the 
Lord in Spirit and Truth, and, wait continually, to feel his my es 
| ENC&A< 
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ſence in you, to keep you open and fingle to him, that of the power- 1663 + 
ful Spirit of his Holineſs, which ſlays the Sin, and quickens the Soul to wyan 
God, you may be Witneſſes, and ſo come to poſſeſs the Immortal Kings 
dom , where Righteouſneſs, Peage and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt only 
reigneth. So, with the Dear Salwation of my Love unto you all, I com- 
mend you to the.Lord, to bleſs," keep and water with his Goodneſs 
continually to his Glory, who only is Holy, and gives ns freely every 
good thing to enjoy both for Soul and Body, who is near to the 
Righteous in every Neceſlity, to HzIpand Save to the uttermoſt: To 
whom be Glory and Immortal Praiſe : Even fo reſts with you, in the 
fall Aſſurance of his Tender Mercies in Chriſt Jeſus, your Dear 
Brother, 


GER Er or Sermon 


— 


Thomas T aylor. 
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FRIENDS. 
O the Called and Choſen of God, the Dear Vellzls of Life and 
Glory in all the Earth, doth the Tender Salutation of me your 
Dear Brether reach, who asa feeling Member in the Holy Body of ihe: 
Lord Jeſus, dodaily partake with you of the Bleſſed Joys of Life Eter- 
nal, 2nd of the preſent Sufferings for the ſam2, who therefore cannot 
but continually through the pure Love and Lifes Motion breathe out 
amongſt you the Happy ſtate of our-Innacent Souls, becauſe of Trutl, 
upon every Occaſion, to the ſtirring up and refreſhing of the tender 
good thing, the Heavenly Mind in all, to the joint Praiſing, Bleſſing 
and Magnifying of the Lord's great Name, for his abundant kind- 


neſs towards every Particular Faithful Ones for Ever and Ever ; 


for he is good to Iſrael unſpeakably , vnalterably true to theme 
for Ever. And now, Dear Frie: ds, ſeeing God hath been fo 


'gracious to us above all the People of the Earth, as to ſet his Name upon 


us in Righteouſneſs, to the Amazement and Aſtoniſhment of many, 
and bath cauſed our Rod that was dry ( even asothers ) to flouriſh and 
bear Fruitsin the midſt of the Earth, to the Praiſe of his Living Power, 


* as a Token of his Acceptance and Choice : And ſeeing God ha'h fo 


Ry performed his Promiſes to us his Seed, made to bis Iſrael of 


Old, in bringing up our Souls from Death, and our Life from the de- 
youring Sword, and hath uglooſed our Tongues to ſpeak of his Won- 


ders in the great Congregation ; why ſhall we not then ſpeak good 
of this the Name of our God, the true Everliving God, in Compari- 
ſon of whom the whole World, with their many Idols, Gods and Lords 
arenothing? We may not be hindred by the Adverſary from breathing 
forth our pure Life given vs of God for his Glory, in a continual men- 
tion of his Holineſs ; for if we ſhould be ſilent, the very Ston:s would. 
doit; for now s the Lord Jeſus ariſen indeed, and aſcended far above 
all Heavens, Pringipalities, Powers, Names, and Greatneſſts whatſo- 
ever, and come again to our Spirits, according to his Bleſſed Promiſe, 
that of his unſpeakable Fulneſs we might all partake in abundance, to 
the cauſing of our Cup to overflow with alt Holy and Heavenly Coaſola- 
tions and Praiſes, for the perfeCt Salvation of our God, to the water- 
ing of cyery tender holy Plant in 7/7ac!, that waits for the ſame. For 
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25 the Dew tothe tender Herbs, fo is thy Bleſſing, O Immanuel, to the 166 4 5 
Garden of thy own planting thy Beloved Plants, that waits for thee (ww 


amongſt whom the pourings forth of thy Name is as ſweet Ointment : 
And Bleſſed are all that wait for thee, who haſt incloſed thy Beloved 
People in the Arms of thy own Almightineſs, and filled them with thy 
own Bleſſed Kingdom and Riz hteouſneſs, who hungred after thee, even 
fo, Fathef of Life, be it for Evermore to thy own unſpeakable Glory, 
who alone art worthy. 

So now, Dear Friends, into the Unity of the Holy Life, Power and 


Spirit of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let every Soul of us gather and retire 


it ſelf, to be nouriſhed up thereby, and preſerved to a daily and per- 
fe& Vittory over all Temptations and Provocations whatſoever, that 
upon the very Head of the Serpent we may tread ! and let us not look 
at the ſeen things, for therein lyes the Wiles and Temptations, butlet 
us eye and feel the Bleſſed Inviſible Life, and Powerful Heavenly Spirit 
of our God, to carry us through and over all to his Glory, who hath 
ſaid, That he will never leave nor forſake his tender breathing Sezd that 
waits on him ; ſo, Blelled are all that are found in this his Covenant, 


_ and follow him as_ Dear Children, and Obedient Servants in the ſure 
and ſafe way of the daily Croſs and Self-denial, to a perfett mortifying 


and ſubduing of the fleſhly evil part, and a full ReſurreQtion of the ſpi- 


ritual over it, ſo reſts your Dear Brother in the Unity of the ſame- 


Bleſſed, Living, Victorious Faith. 


Thomas Taylor. 
From the Place of my Confinement for : 
the Everliving Teſtimony of Feſus, 
iz the Fifth Month 1664. 


%. 


"Thonias Taylo:'s Epiltles to Friends, 


ME . - 
Friends in LON DON. 


4 YE myPDear Frierds, ' and Bcloved ct the Lord, in the City of 
\ Lonon, my Love in the Lord : Our Life is drawn out at this 
time, to ſzhite'you with an Epiſtle of pureand unfeigned Love, becauſe 
you are Dear and ncar unto my very Heart, in the fecling Life which 
hath given us the Bleſſed Victory over all Sin, and Works and Words 
of Death, to ſerve the Will of or Heavenly Father with all Fervency 
and Perſeverance in cur«Day, Age and Generation, to the Prziſe and 
Glory'of his Grace in Jeſus Chiiſt our Lord, whom our Soul can never 


ceaſe to Jove, - becauſe tke /Savaur of his good Oyntment is ever freſh 


upon our Souls; and his Law of Life it js that we Gaily feel to have ſet 
us free, and ito keep us free from the Law of Sin and Death ; Praiſed 
be-the God of our Salvation for his unſpeakable Gift, thoyzgh the Enemy 
of one hand ſay, weare-no Chriſtians; and on the other hand, cail us 
a Form ; and bark at eur Holy Unity, and Bleſſed Agrecment in the 


ever-living.Ttoth, and exerciſe of it, for the good one of another, and 


Seryice of all; Yet over all tacſe uncleah and unrighteous Spirits,and all 


-Others of like nature, we are wore than Conquerors, and, like a Rock, 


vnmoveable, which the Enemy may ſplit himſelf with daſhing againſt : 
Yet Pfaiſtd be-the Lord our Rock ſtands ſure, for it is Holy, Pure and 


_ Everlaſting, and the G3tc# of Hell {hall never be able in the leaſt to 


Prev2il againſt it nor us, as we upon it continue, rooted and grounded 


1n the Love of Gcd, zn:! one of another, in his Seed, where all the Pro- 


miſes of Life ard Salvation zre; Yea and Amen for ever. And ſo you, 
my Dear Friends, and much longed after in the Lord, when l conſider the 


many Tryals, ard great Contradiction of Sinners of all forts, which 


for the Love and Zeal cf our Holy Lord God, and his unchangeable 
Truth, you have endured from the beginning, my Heart is greatly affeted 
with the Glory, and cannot but Praiſe the Lord for you, that you are 
even become as a Bullwark of his Truth, in the midſt of a crooked, de- 
generate and Back-ſliding Nation, who though like Sampſor's Foxes, they 
look with Faces ſeveral ways, yet in Heart are one, every one with Fire- 
brands and Stings 1n their I ails like Scorpions, to do Miſchief, by ſtir- 
ring up the bad part in People, againſt the Simplicity of the Goſpel of 
Love, ard Life of eor Lord Jejus Chriſt, which would gather, unite and 
heal all cf all theirSonl-Maladics for ever,if they did not make themſelves 
unworthy of. But O how the Truth to you doth ſtill abide in its ry 

and 


wa ; 


Thomas Taylor's Epifties to Friends. T1; 


and Glory without Alteration, knowing that you, as we your Brethren 1 667.4 
in the ſame every where, are ſet for the Defence of the Goſpel; The www: 


Lord hath ſet his Love upon us, and it is from Everlaſting to Everlaſt- 
ing; and therefore in his Name and perfe& Goodneſs may we ſafely 
truſt; and Storms will beover,and his unſpeakable Peace and Joy,which 
is with us, and hath ſo unſpeakably refreſhed ns, ſhall be with us for 
ever: Weneed not go tothe Foyptians for help, as the Wicked do, for 
in the God of //r7ae/ is our Hope and Help, who keeps Mercy and Cove- 
nant with his, Dear People, for ever and ever. And when I alſo con- 
ſider how the Samballat and Tobias of this Age ſay en one hand, What 
will theſe filly returning Captives do ? And on the other, when I ſee the 


little Horn, with a Countenance more ſtout than his Fellows, in his very. 


V/ 0:ds of Reproach, and Work of Scattering, tell of your Scattering 
whom God hath gathered, I cannot but ſay, O Lord Blefs thy People 
(whom thou haſt ſo powerfully delivered) and govern and keep their 
Hearts in perfect Peace with thee, through all and over all, even as thou 
dofſt this day, forever and ever, that many may come to the Brightneſs 
of our d-y, and Glory of our Kingdom, which is not of this World, 
but of God cternal our Father, who is over all Bleſſed for ever. So un- 
der the Shadow of his ever-blefſed Wing, my Dear Brethren and Siſters 


dwell, and here is the true Munition of Rocks, where rhe Living Bread: 


js ſure, and the Living Waters never fail, reſts your Dear Brother in 


the Patience and Kingdom of our Lord -Jeſis Chriſt, at preſent in out-- 


ward Bonds for the Teſtimony of his Truth in this place; 


Stafford, 21ſt of the 12th 
Month 1667. 


Thomas Ta 'ylox. 


Aid 1. defire that this may be communicated, as the Nature of it requires, p 
10 the whole Flockof God in and about the City, in the precions Wiſdom: 


of God, with Bowels of Love unto you all. So be it. 


Thomas Taylor's Epiſtles to Friends. 


T O 


Friends of SUDBURY Sde. 


Ear Friends, and Well- belcvcd in the Lord, Brethren and Siſters 

in the Holy Covenant of his Everlaſting Love, my very Heart 

and Soul doth dearly ſajute you all, and ofcen do I remember you in 
the Deareſt Aﬀections of unfeigred Love as is meet, knowing your 
Love and Tenderneſs to-God's Truth, and me your Dear Friend and 
Brothcr for the Troth's ſike from the bexinning, and how the Lord of 
his Infinite Love in Chriſt Jeſus, hath ſeparated vs from the preſent 
evil World for himſeif, to hold forch his Vertues before the Children 
of Men, in a pure Life, and ſo to feed at his Table as the Faithful do 
in the unſpeakable Fellowſhip of his Eternal Spirit of Life and Peace, 


- whereby, O how often; yea, how continually be baih, and daily coth 


refreſh, feed, and ſtrengthen our pure Minds as in the ſimplicity of our 
Hearts together or aſunder ( asto the outward } we have and do daily 
wait upon him, and in his Light are ſtaid upon his Power in our in- 
ward Man, to the Praiſe of his Glory, which makes us that we cannot 
but love him, and one another in and for kim, and ſo we canrot but 
remember him, and one another ; and ſo pray for and rejoice in one 
ancther's welfare, as living Members of his Heavenly Body, who is 
over all, God Bleſſed for Ever, who is the Shepherd and Biſhop of our 
Souls, ad therefore we ſhall not want nor miſcarry, as we abide in his 
Love, and this we kno, Dear Heats, that as we keep his Command- 
ments, we do abide in his Love, and are at Reſt in his Power. Many 
from the Letter may ſay, Gcd is their Shepherd, or fo, and therefore 
they ſhall not want; but truly Friends, there is none can fay this in 
Truth, but who are led by him, and ſubject to him in Heart and Life ; 
they are the Sheep of Chriſt wlio hear his Voice, and follow him in the 
Regeneration, not loſing their firſt Love, but growing and continuing 
in it to the end, perfetting Holineſs in the fear of God, and fo work- 
ing out their Salvation with fear and trembling, knowing it is God of 
his own good pleaſure that worketh in us to willand todo. O Friends, 
how true we find it, in God's Light, that it is not of him that willeth 
nor runneth, but of the Mercifulneſs of our God in Chriſt Jeſus ro 
them that believe, and in pure Holineſs and Simplicity of Heart, wait 
upon him at all times; and this puts to ſilence. all Fleſh, and keeps 
down*all Boalting andfleſhly Confidence and Conceitedneſs, to the un- 
ſpzzkable Glory of the Pure, Eternal, Holy Name of the Living.God, 
cur 
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our Fatber, who ſi:s upon the Throne, and is worthy of all Honour, 1662 * 


Sn bmifſion ard Obedience for Evermote, For now is the Lord God 
ſu c kling the Babcs of his Love with the jure Milk of his Living Word, 
and feeding ths Mea of his Houſe with the ſtrong Meat of bis over- 
coming Truth, and giving them the well-refined Wine of' his King- 
dom, to make glad their Hearts over all the Trials, and T1ibulations 
of this preſent- Life, {> thit through the Overcoming Lore cf our 
God we are more than Corqu?rors, end ſhail never be aſhamed, abiding 
in his Love; for the Rigbteo:u ar: bod as a Lion, and through the help 
of our God we ſhill for ever leap over all the Walls of Oppoſition, 
that tb2 Enemy makes to hinder vs in our way, for it's the Fearful, 


Unbelieviog ad Diſobedient in Heart that cannot enter, that canrot 


com? into and fit down witlr Avrabam, Iſaac and Facib in the Kingdom 
cf Go! this Day. Bur Praiſes to the Lord in the heigtt cf Heaven for 
all tis vaſpeakable Goodneſs, who over all gives us the Vittery by Je- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord, to whom be Glory Everlaſting, and Kingdom for 
Everrore. And, ſo Dear Friends, into the Arms of.the Lord's nn- 
ſperkible Love committing you all, reſts your Dearly Loving 1a the 
Truth of God a Friend and Brother, | 


Thomas Taylor... 


Alſo Friends, you may know that my Wife hath her very Dear and 
Tender Love re;membred unto you a!), and is dearly aff:Qed upon eve- 
ry remembrance of you, conſidering what ſweet Refreſhment ſhe hath 
ſound amonpſt you in your Roly Aſſemblics, where the Preſence of the 
. Lord hath been abyndantly witneſſed by many, and 1 hope Ever will 


be, meeting togcther in his Fear to wait upon him, as you dCo- And. as ' 


for our Condition here, praiſed be the Lordiit is well, for though my 
Bows for the Goſpel in this Place be yet continued, yet ſome little Li- 
berty of being with my Wife and Family ſometimes, at her Hired Houſe 
in this Town, through the Tender Mercy of our God, is granted me; 
and fo we are made content, and all is good In toe Good-will of G.d, 
and ſo our Souls are at reſt in his Love, where we pray that yours, and 
all the Holy Ones of God in every place, may reit for Ever, and be a- 
bundantly ſatisfied. Amen and Amen. And fo we ſhall be glad to hear 
of all your Welfare in the Lord as he makes way. 
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FRIENDS; 


Richard Boothman and Robert Clough. 


x VTNEARLY Beloved in the Lord, and his Everlaſting Truth, whiclt 


hath redeemed our Souls, and doth daily Comfort our Hearts, as 
weabide in it, my very Dear Love, 2nd tender AﬀcQions Salutes you, 
and all the Dear Flack of God about you, giving you all to know of iy 
Health in the Fountain of Health, where, in the midſt of all theſe Bonds; 
Tryals and Affictions,” which, in Common with all Saints for the Goſpels 
fake en Earth, is ordered for us; my Soul is more than a Conqueror, 
Praiſes to our God for ever: And we may not let fall our Holy Hope, 
-and truſt in the leaſt for any thing that Fleſh can do againſt us ; but by 
all means let us keep faſt in our Hearts the living Faith of the Lord Jeſus, 


- which in God's bleſſed Sight is of grcateſt Efteem ; for thereby we may 
 effeCually inall things overcome ; yea, and be weil able alſo to quench 
” _ all the fiery Darts of the Devil: For upon our Watch muſt we needs 


ſtand in all things clothed with the whote Araour of Lighr, that no 
Enemy at all may come between us and our Gol, to deprive us of his 
precious Life, or hinder our Fellowſhip with bis Holy Spirit in the leaſt. 
The living powerful Preſcnce of his Glory in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt, 
be with all your Spirits, to SarQtifie, Bleſs, Keep and Prelictve you all, 
my Dear Friends, in Body, Soul and Spirit, Pure, Spotleſs, and alto- 
gether Blameleſs before lim, in Love, Refts yours in the Dear Fellow- 
{hip of Gcd's eyer bleſſed Trath 


Stafford, the 20th of the 
Eighth Month 1 668. Thomas T avlor. 
And this, Dear Friends, I conld not, bat this tn 2 few weres, breath out 
of my true and tender Love amongſt you, dcfiring alſo, 4s opportunity 1s, 
to.hear of your State, 
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| Pay of the Lord 
Is DAW NED. "at 


THE Ever-bleſſed Day. of the Lord God iis dawned ; let all tie 
K& Children of the.Night fcar, for they. are naw ' fully to bz made 
manifeſt, and brought to J:dgment, and now where will the Workers 
of lniquity hide themſelves from the Lord's Juſtice ?* Rocks nor Moun- 
tains will not cover them, they muſt come forth this Day to the Righ- 
teons Judgment of the Great God, the Juſt Judge of Heaven and Earth, 
of Quick and Dead ; Rotten Raggs and Fig-leaves of einpty and fil:hy 
Profeſſion muſt now be ſtripped off, and the ſhameful Nakedneſs of all 
Hypocrites, and unclean ontfide Profeſſors and Profeſſions -muT now 
be 13id open to the Glory of that Powerful God, who hath long waited 
npon People to teach them, and todo them good, but they would not, 
and therefore Deſolation upon Deſolation, Overturning vpon Over- 
turning will come upon Thee, O thou Corrupted Earth, with thy In- 
hah .ants , who are crying, Lord, Lord, but never come to do the 
Wil! of thz Holy Lord God in Earth as it is done in Heaven nay, nor 
tave ſo much as a' Mind therennto, but are angry with ſuch as Co it : 
Aad therefore b:c-uſe theſe Inhabitants of the Corrupt Earth rebel 
avainſt the Light, ſome_under the Name of Papiſts, and ſome under 
the Name of Proteſtants, and yet ſay in their Hearts, We ſhall have 
Peace, ard be Eſtabliſhed in our way ; the Lord hath ſaid, They ſhall 
have-no Peace, nor bz Eltabl:ſhed in their defiled Ways; for God's 
Eſtabliſhing of People is n>w manifeſted to be in Righteouſneſs. and in 
nothing elſ:.. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is now to Reign, and the Sceprer © 
of his Kingdom is a Sceprter of Righreouſneſs, and the Ringdoms of - 
this Worl1 muſt be the Kingdoms of the Lord and his Chriſt, and he &: 
miſt Reign, whoſe Right 1: 15 for Ever and Ever, according to Pro»: 
Theſie. : 

And now it is of the greateſt Concernment for Kings and Prirces, 
Prie't- ard Prelates, High ard Low, Richand Pcor, to Kiſs the Son, 
leſt his Anger which tiicy have m— azalaſt themſelves by their ſin- 
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ning againſt his Light, and grieving of his good Spirit by their manifeſt 


Tranſgreſlions break forth upon them, and conſume them to the utter- 
moſt : For this is the Day wherein he that's greater than Solomon is up- 
on his T hrone, toexecute Juſtice and Judgment in the Earth; and now 
it is not the flying: of Cruel Joabto the Horns of the Altar fhzll ſave his 
Head, for Fire is gone and going forth from the offended God, to con- 
ſame ail falſe Worſhips, and falſe Worſhippers, who in the falſe Spirit 
and carthly Fire preſume to come near the Holy God; for with his 
Fire, and heavenly Two-edged Sword, is the Lord pleading with all 
Fleſh ; and now many muft bow under his mighty Hand, that the Lord 
alone may be exalted, for to him muſt all bow, and to his Juſtice be 
made to confeſs itis ſo; and now the Noiſe and Boaſtings of a Church, 


and Sacraments, and Services, in their , unclean, uncircumciſed, un- 


mortified Nature, will do them no more good than the crying of the 
falſe Jews of Old, The Temple of the Lord ! The Temple of the Lord are 


we { : 


Thomas Ta :ylor. 


SOME 
Palſon Meditations 


[n the 7" Month, L657- 


BEING Þþ 


Free-gift Sermon, 


| Mainly touching the Religious Robbers, or||£ 


of the former, lat ter and preſent Times ; Even IF: 
to the whole C 'ompany of Myftery Babylon? . Mer- Ih 
chants and Members a Warning, "Z 


——— 


Hoſea 6. Chap. Verſe the 8, and g. it is written, 


Gilead is 4 City of tbem t that work Iniquity, and is Polluted eek | : F 
Blood : Ana as Troops of Robbers wait far a Man, ſo thel 
Company of Prieſts Marther in the way by Conſent, for they commit | | 
Lewaneſ(s F2 +04 


. ZONED TA 


Printed and Sold by T. Sowle, near the Meetings Houſe in White- Hat: Ly 
Court in G YACIONs- ſtreet, and at the Bible in Leaden-hall -ſtreer,. 1697: Ih 
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Stirtzual Murtherers, the Sermon and Prayer-ſellers "bog 


SOME 


Priſon-Meditations. &c 


N O W, all you People and Pricfts of the Earth, amongſt all your 
obſcrvings aud gatherings of Doarine, obſerve with me, and 
take diligent notice ef theſe few, ſhort, plain DoErines or Leſ- 
ſon from hence, and Tremble, and Repent; to wit, 

1. That Workers of Iniquity, are aflthy and bloody People. 

2. That lewd Prieſts or Teachers are Murtherers, and Layers in wait far 
Blood. a / 

3.-Where the Prieſts or Teachers are rought, ſuch as follow them are not 
good ; ard ſo like Prieſt, like People, as here. : 

4. Lend Prieſts, and Murtherous-minded Men, ( falſe Teachers ) have 
in all Age: been many a mighty Band, futed to devour. 

But H.fea! How didſt thon eſc>pe this Bloody People, and theſe Mure 
theruus Prieſts, theſe Lewd Workers of Iniquity ? Did they not Mur- 
ther or Impriſon thze, or Sue thee at their Courts, for a Diſtarber'of 
their 'cace, or for a Slander ? How didſt thou, poor Lamb, eſcape theſe 
Wolves, theſe Bloody Murtherous Prieſts and People. Thy Brother 
Ancs, the Fropher, was scculed by one of theſe Murtherous Prieſts, for 
a Con:pirer agzinſt the King, in the midſt of the Houle of 1/rae!, and 
that the Land was not able to bear his Words, Amos, 7. 10. &c. And 
thy Brother Jeremian war caſt into adirty Dungeon, al- 
mot u:to Death, beſides the other ELeatings, and Stock- 
10s, and [19p: if09n32g5 that he (2ſfered from one of theſe | 
Izwd Prieſts and tie tiniul Princes, for his Witneſs Sake in that Gene» 
ration, as it is to be Fen inYer.. 33. and other places of that Book : 
And rtliy Brotner Zhao; is, Sen of Barackia', was Slain 
by this tZJ-odcy Generition, between the Temple and the. 77 0 
Alrzv for his Witneſs S.ke, Zar. 23. 35. And all the reſt +4 2926 23. 
of thy Brethren were <vil Intreated of this Bloody Mar- &c. and Che. 
thirous Generatien of Preis ad Pcople, for their Te 22. an 23. 
ſtizionies $8ke ; And the Heir himſelf, Chriſt Jefas the _ 
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Hcai,vhen he 2ppeared, was cruelly Murt 
end. fi? as followed them, and confented with them; an? 
nefiits; forth Truth againit the VWickedneſs and Lewdne! 
Jty, aud Venemous Prieſts, their Teacheis, as 15-1n the 5cripture of: 
Truth 
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P:iſon-Nchitations - 


—— 
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Truth to be Read, and is now alſo in theſe: preſent Days found true in 


Expetier.ce, by all thy Suffering Brethren and Siſters : - Oh Prophet ! 


' Whoare Repreached and Perſecuted of this Preſent Evil Generation of 


the Pricſts (the Tcachets) and the People under them, under the Nick- 
name of Q»akers : And therefore we having ſuch a Cloud of Witneſſes, 
and Fellow-ſufferers for» the Truths Sike going before us; we may bz 
Comforted and Incouraged in all our Tribulations, knowing that we are 
hereunto called, amt not only to Believe, bur alfo to Suffer ſor Chi iſt's 


" Name Sake, that ſo we may fil! up the Meaſvre of the Aflidtions of 


Chriſt in our Fleſh for his Body?s Sake, which is his Church, 

Furthcr, On all Pcople ! You may hence ohſerve, and take diligert 
notice for your good, that it hath been an old Cuſtom of the Wor 14's 
Teachers, ſuch as are called, of Men, Mifter, Hatr. 23. and who Preach 
for Hire, Micah 3. and ſeek their Gajn from their Quarters, //z, 56, I 


ſay, that it hath been an old Cuſtom of ſuch Wolves ro Murther $-uls 


and People of God; for in ſome Scriptures is mention wade of the Spi- 
ritual, and in others of the Bodily Murther, that th:y h:4. and wonld 
be gvilty of. And further take notice, that thele Bandi:e Piicſts are 
2a lewd Generation ; which, in other Exprecflions, 1s all one as to ſay, 
Thieves, Whores and Harlots; and ſo indeed they are alſo in Scripture 
uſually ſaid to be; and therefore Typed, and ſet forth under the name 
of Painted. Whoriſh Fezabel, and the Well-favoured, Harlor ; and 
here, under the Similitude of Troops of Robbers, waiting for a Men ; 
and Parl calis them, Miniſftcrs of Sat.im, having a form of Godlineſs, d-y- 
ing and reſiſ/ing the Power and Tut) of Godlineſs : And therefore (Oh a'l 
People! ) you are'Exhorred by the Spirit of Truth, to turn away from 
them; yea, and commanded to coine out from amongſt them, upon 
Pain of Eternal Death, Jer. 23. throughout. Rev. 14 8, 9, 10, 11. Rev. 
18. throughout. 2 Cor. 11. 12, 13, 15. 2 Tim. 3. 5, &c. Rev, 2. 
20, QC. | 
Read Scripture, and ſce if theſe things be not ſo, and Fear the Living 
God, and Bow to Truth, and be Exhortced and Perſwaded all Peopl:, 
now at length to learn Wiſdom, ard to underſtand whom you follow ; 
for you ſce the Scripture tells of Murtherons L2wd Prieſts thzt ſtood 
over the People for Teachers in former Days; and in ChriſPs time 
there was Scribes and Phariſees, Hypecrites, who were taken by the 
*J ME Llird People to be ſufficient Guides and Teachers, whom 
RY Chriſt cal'ed, 5/4 Guides, Chilgren of the Devil, Paint: d Se- 
pulchres Whites V/..4's 5, yea Vigers and Serpents, And fo you Peo- 
ple that gather together to the Szcepleelonuſe, which you call your Church, 


wien you hear your Teachcrsz who, now-a-days,go under the name of 
ſo) 
(0) 


Miniſters with you, take a Scripture, and out of it chuſe a Verſe (or 
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with what they Murther ; and how theſe; Martherers may be known; 
what be their, Fruics; - For by, their: Pruirs ye; ſhall ,krgap them, laith Chriſt. 
And ask them further, Whether theſe Falſe Teachers, which the Pro- 
phet Hoſea here calls lewd Murtherers; be/not the ſame in Nature with 
thoſe which 7/a6ab,) in the 56. Chap. and, 19-v. of his Prophelie, calls 
greedy dumb Dogs, that fought tbeir'Gain from their quarter, and could. 
never have enough: And the-ſame that Feremiab ſpoke of: in Chap.' 5. 
ver. 1,2. & 23, Chap. of his Prophelie 'throughout, Ther ſol: rhe nord 
from their Neighbor, .and uſed their Tongue, and ſaid, be ſaith, wen the 
Lord ever ſent them, and ſo could not profit the, People at all, And whether 
they be not the ſame that A4cah:the Prophet 1410.3! 5, &c-) ſpeaks of; 
who preaghed, for Hire, aud-diwined; for - Money ,, avd ſpake Feace-to: the 
Hicked for the Gifr ſake, but if any" put not into thesr: Moaths ,.. they pre-' 
pared War againſt them, and yet like all Hypocrites would leanvpon the 
Lord in wards, and ſay, 1s-not the Lerd amongſt us? No Evil ſhall come 
unto ww. And whether theſe murtherous Prieſts were not one; with 
thoſe: that Chriſt Jeſus cried Woe againſt in Marr. 23. Who were: Sayers, 
and no: Doers;, who loved to be called of Men Maſter, and bound heavy Bur- 
thens upon the People, and touched them not with ore of their own Fingers, but 
ſhut up the Kingdom of Heaven againſt Men, and would nathcr ener tn 
themſelves, nor ſuffer others. * And finally, 'ask them whether ſach Men. 
now, as ſtand over the People for Teachers, though vnder another 
Name, and making another Profeſſion in words, yet if they be found 
in the foreſaid ſteps, - doing the forcſaid Deeds of thoſe foremen:tioned 
Falſe Teachers, are not to receive the ſame Judgment, and to be cried 
againſt and denied, and forſaken by all the Children of Light now, as 
formerly, Yea or Nay, 
And now Heofea, thou Holy Prophet of God, thon baſt id and laid 
down theſe two Dottrines or high Charges ag-inſt the People in general, 
@nd againit the Priclſts in particular; The firſt, That the Feople in general 
are polluted with Blood: The ſecond, That as Trceps of Robbers wait for a 
Alan, fo the conp iny of Prieſts Murther in the way l Conſent. How doſt 
thow prove and make theſe good, for the Gileadites are decply concerned 
in jt; and they will have thee to make it good, or ſuffer for: default ? 
Yea, by the Spirit I make it good, thus : | Gilead # 4 Ciry polluted with 
Bleed, betanſe they a: e ſuch as work Iniquity , and the Prieſts HAurtber ir the 
Mg: I | way 
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way by Conſent? becauſe they conimir Lindiofs:: © Aid this  witheſMcd noe 
{| wy oy by the Striptates;! but als" by: theTame Spirit 5f'Truth that gaveit 
| —_ forth inal theChildfen of Lightx&be (6:''-Bat #ifca; thou muſt not by 
8 tried: per pares, that 14, them of like Condition-or Quality-with thee, to 
wit; the Holy Prophet$ and Chitdren of '66d,-who ate Witneſſes with 
thee againſt-the Abominations. bf! thei Thines;>and 'Sins'that tules-in' 
 Priefts and People, for thir will not fatiifionor ſerve rhe Gilonditerrurn, 
for ſo-the great Mer of alt forts in" City" ahdConntry 'would'be fond 
faulty Bur theſe PrieſtsandPeople think 'it fir (according'to their Na- 
tion-Law) to have a Judge and”Jultites fit upon the Bench, 27d to bare a 
fury? of Inqueſt ſummoned; / and tothaveia BIN 'of-Indiftinent found: 
ageinſt thee, and" then if E156u plead thy Infiocency; and" fly thow-art not 
guilty of d5ing thein any Wrong, dit only thou ſpoke as thou' was. 
 moyedby the Spirir. of G6dz' then thpu'muſt have, as-they pretend, a 
_. fair Trial,. (for. thou muſt know that the: Gile«dires cannot believe thy 
_ Witneſs, nor any for thee from that Spirit only) but chis fair Tris] myſt 
not be by Spiritual Mzn,. who only arable to jadge of Spiritual[/Things, 
for the Gileadires kndiv not'their Voite'nd more than'thine; Gh Propher-! 
but'i: 'mvſt be'further,' by another:Compary' of theſe Ment whom thou 
haſt ſaid are'Workers of Iniquity, 'ahd polluted with Blood, and ſoare 
Parties ; and theſe maſt jadge of thee z and'theſe (ſays the World) are 
a Grand Jary, 'a C5mpany of ſubſtantial Men of the Country, Sworn: 
"Men'(Mark, out of the'Dofttine of Chrift,” for his Yea is Yea, and his 
Nay-is Nay, without an Oath; Avd' theſe Men (the Grand Jury) 'muſb 
bring'in their Verdi& (as they calV ir) wgainf thee; for they have found 
- theeGuilty, (for thou haſt nothing on thy fide but plain Truth, with- 
out Man*s Teſtimony, or'an Oath) andthe JuUge'of the Conre (one of 
the chief Men among the Gileadtes that is verſed iin'Law-matters)thinks 
it ft tho ſhould be fined to'pay «Sur of Money for thy Offencez(Oti 
Prophet?! thou Man of 3647) and be kepr in'ÞPr ifon (Shmmet-and Win 
ter, that matters not) until thou Pay it * But what (Ol'Prophet ! )-if 
thou haſt neither liberty in thy Spirit, Hor oufward Ability topay thy 
Fine, What courſe muſt be taken with the ? Well, for that (O Prophet!) 
Gilead matters not, but impriſoned thou njuſt remain, fof.[o#Gilend $0111 
> . b2qiitof thee, and tho cantiot tome info their SynagoBnes, Markets; 
WE =. nor other Alſ:mblies, to cry 2gainſt their. Zins, and diſturb - them; fos 
| * thePeople'and Prieſts would live quietly in their Sins, and they wou!d 
not be- diſturbed neither in the time of their Service, nor otherwiſe. 
And H:ſea, that thou mayſt have no occaſion to find fault with the Jury, 
_ or the Judge, one of theſe Priefts \wſiom thovy Maſlt' by the Spirit des 
elared to be Murrherers and lewd Men; have taken' ani Oath in open 
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Court againſt thee';, and doſt/ thou think. that though they! be a lewd. 
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and murtherows Genetationg chat 
what by one nirans; andwhat by another,” oh Prophet, thowart fair to 
come into-Bonds for thy Teſtimonies ſake :: Bur what, oh Courr, -will 


% 


you not hear the Prophet's witnels? Speak; Vo, 'no, they nill not Swear, . 


but they wi:hawe their Tea and Nay 10 ſtand for 'Thuh without more ado, '4s 
tbeir. Maſter C lift '(tbey ſay ) kathy cauphr them3* and they 'are Diſtarbers of 
our Peace as tock as thy-ſclf, ob-Hoſta! Avid hutleſs ſome ſach' courſe as this 
be uſed with you, Gilead cannar Sin and be quiet, neither can'the Prieſts Zur - 


ther by conſent, tur be 10ld of it ;, ad therefore to Priſon muſt thou go, and be- 


num-red with the Tranſgreſſors,. #s (the Difi wber of the Wicked's Peace) Chrift 
Feſus thy HHpzſter was. But what Care do theſe Prieſts and People, that 
have put thee in'Priſon, take for thy Lodging and Diet in the Tang cold 
Winter-time? O! forithat they matter* nor, for they are as careleſs 
over their own Members, them''sf their own polluted Church, (who 
divers of them are lefc in Priſon upon other accounts) as well as over 


thee. And fo unleſs. thou: be.provided- for otherwiſe, thou maylt re- - 
main there in Miſery and'Wat; or Perith there as'well as they; for any ' 


Care they will have-of thee; for thon-muſt not Took that they that hate 


their own Fleſh can love thine. But the Righteous cannot be forſaken, 


for their Keeper'is the Lord God of Trath and Love. © So: (O Prophet) 
be content, and wait in the Will of God in thy Condition; for,'Bleſſed 
are they that Suffer (for Rightevaſraſs ſake ;" 'atd the Scripture mult 'be 
fulfilled which ſaith, They fhalbawl you get" of their Synapogics,- and many 
other ways evil intreat you; :yea, ſome of you'thty ſhall put ta Death, and think 
therein they do God Service: - And fo wait to ſee the Sins of Gilead fill ; 
and then in the Judgment ſhalt thou, O Propker of God, and all thy 
Suffering Brethren, i rejoyce, and all che Workers of Iniquity be Coij- 
founded, with all that Thirſt for Blood; and: into the Holy City ſhall 
none ſuch enter; but- the pure in Heart, who have come through'the 
great Tribulation, and have waſhed their Garments white in the Blood 
_ of the Lamb, ſhall on!y-enter, ard alone inherit, to the Glory 'of the 
eternal righteous God for evermore+ 'to whom all Honour and Glory 
vs due, for.ever andever, Amenand Amen, © © 4 I Oo 
And now for the Uſe of theſe DeArines, oh Prieſts'and People, that 
wrake a'Trade of talking of the Scripture of Truth; aid Uſes from it, 
row and thcn -in your high Places, but make none of walking in the 
Truth in your dzily Converſation, it is to let you ſre,, That there were. 
Wolves m Shieps Clithing formerly, 'and ſo to find ſuch mow, is ne new. or 
ſtrange thing... ; And, That under a Profeſſion of God, People may be frutd. 
Yorkers of Iniquity, and full of Bluod. And, That a who iſh $ Firit, 11 4- 
Teaober, '# a murthetous Spirit, and will draw othrrs from God into HWhires 
 Homs and Death, and.ſo by al means to. be taken heed of, And it is to let 
$1! / I 2 | "you 


Y will 416/$wear fall ;% and" x67. 
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= 1647 you ſee, v all- People; i what: evil uſe:the:Piteſts:and - Leaders: of you 


| Waite Peole in theſe doys {as formerly) make! of the Scriprure ; for 
# ' whereas (as yon-may ſee:here) it Was given forth by the Hely Men of 
God, a Witneſs again{tthe Enemies ct God, and ſor the:Servanis of 
God, ſuch People and, Prieſts (as forinerly,, ſo now})..abuſe ahd: wrelt it 
from its proper Mind,.;Hfjeand End, going about;: what im: them lieth, 
to make ut ſpeak ſor \Deceitiand its Bpholders,\ and agdinft Truth and 
"BY its Followers, as 1s manilelt : For whereas. the Scripture ſpeaks of no 
C. - Worſhip. now, nor Worſhippers to be acceptable to God and Chriſt, 
i” -but that which is in Spirit and Fruth, they wreſtyanil force: the Scrip» 
ture for carrying on a Worſhip which ſtands in outward; Ceremonies, 
caraal Ordinances, Types. and. Shadows, aid a Kingdom-to come in 
outward Obſervations, a$ £9 here, lo- there, 'hike the Jews, which. a 
Man of Fleſh, a Cain, or an /ſhmael, or an Eſau, or a H1mav, or a Dives, 
er a Jada. may conform unto, and. be.; accepted with. them, juſt con-» 
trary to Scripture, and fb in-effe Yeny. Chrilt the Subltance to. be come ; 
and as the Scrib:s.and Phariſees. which cameto Chriſt, and ſaid, thy duſt 
. thou and thy Diſciples Hreak.the Traditions of the Elacry, in eating with wn> 
waſhen hands? To, whon Chriſt - ſaid, Why do you make void the Law of 
God by your Traditions ?\ mentioning 1n particular their Corban. So when 
the Prieſts {the Teachers) heaped+up over: the People in this Age, ſy 
unto us (whom. God, by his-mighty Power and-out-ſtretched Arm, hath 
delivered cut of Myſtery Babylon, yea Sodom and Egyp: Spiritual, where 
'the Witneſſes lay flain, and where our Lord alſo was Crucified, to wor- 
ſhip him in Spirit and-in Truth, )'1 ſay, When they obje& and fay unto 
us, Why do yon not obſerve, but tranſgreſs the Tradition of the Ellers, 
in not bringing your Infants to Baptiſm; in not frequenting the Mecet- 
ing at the Steeple-hovſe, called the Church ? And why pay you not the 
Prieſt, now-called Minſter, his Tythes, Eaſter-Reckomngs, and other 
like things, called his Dues? And w hy obſerve you not the Cuſtoms of 
the World, in Swearing at Courts, and: bowing the Hat and Knee, 
and giving fattering Titles to Men, Fob 32. 21, 22. and bidding God 
ſpecd to the Wicked, and the-like? 2 Jobx v. 9, Fc. Our Anſaer to 
a-ſuch is, Why do you break the Commands of God by your Tradi- 
tions, teaching for DoQrine theſe and the like things, which are mcerly 
your own Commandments and evil Cuſtoms, and not the Commands of 
God ? For we put you (all Teachers and People) to prove by Scripture, 
where we are commanded theſe things you put upon us todo; and if 

Y you donot, (which we know you cannot) then I ſay, your gathering 
i rogether in.Compinies, and going about to eſtabliſh ſuch things by a 
4 Law, for any People to oblerve, which Chriſt hath not commanded: 
See how you can free your ſelves from the Charge which the Prophet 
x Fi here 
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here lays upon the People of Giead, and the Prieſts thereof ; and there- 
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fore why (may not the words be turned upon you, and applicd to your pe 


Condition, wiih the Names only changed aſter this manner,: that is, 
England « 4 N-tion of ther: that work, Iniquity, and. is pollured mi.b Blood ; 
and as Trcops of Robbers wait for a Man, ſo the Company of Hireling Teachers, 
called of Men Miniſters and Maſters, muriber in the way by conſent, for they 
commit Lendneſs, And therefore high time for you ail People who love 
your Souls, and would nct be murchered, to Took about you, and in 


the Light which-Chriſt hath lighted you with, to watchs..and take heed 


tliat you be rot robb:d and ſpoiled of the Heavenly Treaſure, by theſe 
Layers in wait, as you would be careful to avoid a Froop of Robhers 
That waic tor a Man , ſo all baving time, prize it,. and come out from 
among them, and know Chriſt in you to be your Teacher, for tie is the 
true Light, that lighteth every Man that cometh into the World, that 
all in him ſhould believe; and he is come to teach his People himſelf, 
and to deliver them by his Power and Spirit,from the Hands and Mouths 
of all ſuch as have made, and would ſtill make a Prey upon them, accor- 
ding as he promiſed of old by his Servants, who ſpoke and wrote from 
his Mouth of theſe things, as you may read in Scripture all abroad, and 
namely in Det. 18, 15, &Cc. T/a. 54. 13. Exek. 34. throughout, Fer. 31. 
33, 34. & Heb. 8, John 6. 45. 1 Fohn 2. 2G, 27, Rom. $. 14+ Rev. 21. 
throughout. . And the Scripture cannot be broken, For behold, the days 
some, ſaith the Lord, 1hat 1 will perform the goed thing which I have pro- 
miſed 10 the Houſe of Iſrael, ard 10 the Houſe of Judah, Jer» 33.14. Now 
all People know that theſe are the daysof falfilling theſe Scriptures, and 
the Deſtruction of Antichrilſt,. and the ſerting up of the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, not by might, nor by Power, but by the Spirit of the living 
Lord God believed and witneſſed by, and amongſt us who ate re- 
- proached by many for the Truths ſoke, under the name cf Quakers; 
hut the Reproach of Chriſt is to us great Riches; and the Scorners God 
wil! judge. | | 

Ard again, all People when yon ſee the Company of Prieſts (the 
Pariſh Teachers ) gather together on heaps upon every occaſion at tie 
Foot ofthe Great Men of the Earth, to get their Concluſions and Da» 
Arines-Eitabliſhed by a Law, for binding! under Darkneſs the dark Peo- 
ple, wh» are Ignorant of their Wiles, and vnacquainted with their 
Ends; and'for the Enſnaring of Tencer Conſciences, who are come to 
the Teachings of Chriſt and his Spirit, and fo have found the true 
Shepherd and Biſhop of their Souls, and fo through Grace have eſcaped 
the layers1n wait. I fay, when you now ſee them gathering tofether 


by Troops for theſe evil Purpoſes, and the like Sclf-ends, marvel not - 


at the matter, for it is no new thing, but one of the old things under 
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| 2657 the'Sun, as you ſee here; forthe World?s Teachers, fet up in the Will 
wyw> of Man, have always been many and evil, Keptup'by the evil Power 
> but the erue Prophets not ſo, but rather f:w aid faithful, and thoſe 
preſerved by the Powet of God ;' yea, often found that the Prophets of 
Baal are Four Hundred and Fifty, ard the Prophets of the Groves Four 
s Hundred, which eat Meat at: Fezecbe/'s Table, for one Elyahi the Pro. 
F Phec of the trae God, who' feeds upon the true Bread, .and-miniſters is 
| forth as he hath received it freely to others, without Self-ends : See 
1 Kivg. 18 Chap. Exzck. 34. Jer. 23. 2 Tim. 4.3. 1 John 4.1, Andſo 

the falſe Tcachers under Antichriſt are ſet forth by an Army of Locuſts, 

the ſound of whoſe Wings was as the ſound of Chariots, and of many 
Horſes running to Battel, Rev.g. from r, to 12, Ver. :when the rrve 
Witneſſes are ſet forth under a ſmall number, even two, Rev. 11. 

And {© thoſe many Loculſts and Frogs ( the falſe Teachers ) are the un- 

.- clean Spirits of Devils working in his Servants, his Miniſters, going 
Forth unto the Kings of the Earth, and of the whole World, to gather 
'them to the Bartel of that Great. Day of God Almighty, being there- 
unto fitted in a Miraculous manner, being trained up in the Wiſdom 

- of the Serpent and'Sorceries of Egypr for that purpoſe, ſo that none can 
avoid following them but ſuch as are. in the holy Anointing, whole 
Names are written in'the Lamb's Book .of Life; ſ:e Rev. 16, 13, 14, 
'2-Tim: $, 9, 1 Foba 2.20, 27. Rev. 20. laſt. . Andof the truth ofthis, 
toric, of the great number and ſwarms'of Locuſts, falſe Teachers of 

all Coats,” Black, &c. and of a!] Names and Orders, Popes, Cardinals, 
Biſhops, Deans, Deans and Chapters, Prebendaries, Prieſts, Parſons, Vi- 

cars, Curates, Reftors, Miniiters, &c. let thy many "Thouſands of 
Soldiers of this kind fighting daily ( againſt the Lamb and his Army) 
under Satars Banner, and in conſtant known Pay «( as Hirelings ) in 
thee, O Fngland, Scouland, France, Irtland, Spain, Germany, Italy, 

and other Lands/, be witnels : And. therefore, O whole Earth and 
World ! How art thot Corrupted ! How great is thy Miſery ! What 

> Lamentation ſhall be raken up ſor thee! A wonderful and horrible 
thing is committed all 2broad in thee: Thy Prophets Propheſie falſly, 
nd thy Tezchers are Lewd and Treacherous Men, bearing Rule by 
their.m2ans over thee, fl:ecing thee in thit. greedy Mind that ſeeks the 
Gain from the Quarter, ard can n:ver have enovgh, crying, Peace, | 


—— 
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Pcace to thee, whenthe Lord hathnot ſpoken it, ard preaching unto ( 

+ thez a Viſion of their own Head and Heart, and not fiom the Mouth of 
| the Lord, and ſo ftrengthning thy Bands in thy Wickedneſfs, and filir- C 
>. "ring. the upto Wrath and Perſecutions againſt the Innacent, an thou C 


— -_ _Toveſt to hive itſo; and what will yeall do in thzend of theſe things ? 
— Willnotthe Lord invade you with his Troop ? . Will he not come up- 
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Head- Shepherd, -and: Biſhop'of the Soul, and ( as was faid hefore) 
know him in'you to be your Teacher, that out'of. the Hands of all Des 
vils:/you may bzdelivered : And now having time, prize it, for this is 
aſſuredly the Day of your Viſitation, and * Sa that the Judgment upon 
youall; for Wo, Wo, Wo both is and will be more upon you all who 
puts #he Day of the Lord. afar cf, and who love Darkneſs rather than 
Light, becanſe your Deeds are. evil; and your' Head ard Leader is not 
Chriſt,. but he that canie up out of the Bottomleſs Pit, and ſhall go 
into Perdition, with all his confeunded Followers, the Children of 
Darknels. : | | 
And therefore,on the other hand, all ye Servants of the Lord (my Bre- 
thren and Siſters in the Truth of Jeſus Chriſt) every where, -who are 
Sufferers for his Namcs ſake, be encouraged, for ſtronger is he that is 
In us, than he that is in the World; and there are more wich us than 
"them, thovg!t we bz not known tothe World, nor our aid, 1 Fobn: 3.1, 
& 2 Kings 6, 16,&c. for little Children we are of God, and the whole 
World lyes in Wickezdneſs;. and ſo-one ſingle Elijah, and two. Wit- 
neſſes being God's Troop,are well able to encounter with all the Troops 
of: the Wicked ;. for Truth ſhall prevail for ever and ever, ard all 1n- 
iquity ſhall ſtop her Mouth, and ſo ſhall the due Praiſes be ſung from 
off Mount Zion our: Holy HI, unto. our*God the Holy One of 1/rael, 
Worid witizout end, for his Goodneſs to-us, even for eyermore, Amer: 
and Amen. 330 4 "1 * ns - : 
For naw.ts the Day of the: Lord appearing, and Fire goeth out of bus Wit- 
nefſe: romtbs ;, \and who of all the- Adverſaries can ffand before him-mho 15 4: 
conſuming Fire, and to the Wicked everlaſting Burnirg ? la. 33. 13, 14+ 


Given forth for the Good of all Peqple, by the Spirit of Truth in a 
Servant of the Lord; who for-witnefling forth Truth, as he was moved' 
of God, in the publick Aſſembly ofa} ſorts of People, at Appleby Stee- 
'Ple-Mouſe in- Het morelazd,, in the-Aflize Week there, in the fixth Month 
1675, againſt the Deceit there uttered, rhough not until the Prieſt had 
done tis Oration, or Sermon, as they call it; yet was hawled out of 

hat,Sy nagogue, and ſo b:ing harried along into the Streets, and de- 
Uaring the Day of: the Lord, and warning, them all, and calling them 
A-ro Repentance, was ſegt-from thence (by: command from ſome jt's 
ae) by, an:Offizer tothe Common Goal, for my. good. Will-and Service- 
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fake, where-l was kept until the next day, and afterward thrice'car- 
ried with the Felons of the Goal to their Judgment-ſear, [ſo bearing - - 
Ghriſt's Reproach] where there was firſt by one Jury (as they faid'ic, 

for what-is above-faid only) a Bill of Indiftment found againſt me; and 
then after that, an Oath in'the open Court taken againſt me, by one of 
the' Scandalous Prieſts; and then by another Company of Men, called 
the Grand Jury, (who ſhould have better confidered of the Matter, who 
are choſen by the Country, as principal Men to do Juſtice, and had 
bound themſelves thereunto alſo by Oath) was I found guilty [as they 
id it] of a Diſturbance; but I am ſure the Diftutbance was on: their 
part, for they pull'd me down from one of the Seats in the Steeple-houſe 
as | was ſpeaking, and violently hawled me thence, and fo to Priſon as 
is ſaid, and ſo diſturbed me in the Work of the Lord ; bur none could 1 
diſturb, being bound to Peace by a Law the World knows not: And 
how could 1 be ſaid, by any reaſonable Law of Man, to diſturb them, 
ſeeing violent Hands on none outwardly did I lay ; neither did I ſpeak 
in their Congregation till all wasdone, and they were ſilent ! And what 
was {aid by me, either in Steeple-houſe' or out of it, at that time they - 
hawled me to Priſon, 1 was there ready (as was offered) in the face of 
the open Court ang Country, to make good by Scripture, both for Mat-' 
ter ard Manner, if liberty had been granted me ; but they 1iked better 
to proceed by their own Law than that : And ſo laſt of all, him called 
the Judge of Aſhze, inſtead of puniſhing Offenders who had wronged 
me, he fined me [the Offended?] five Marks, and Impritonment until l 
ſhou!d pay it: And fo becauſe I cannot give them Money for their un- 


uſt Proceedings againſt me, and unchriſtian Dealings with me, I am 


kept here accordingly in the common Goal a Priſoner, yet free, and in 
that everlaſting Truth of GoJ which cannot be bound, bur tramples 
upon the Neck and Head of all Deceit more than a Conquerour. But 
Fom hence all that have Eyes, may ſee what little liberty Truth can 
yet ger in the Earth, after ſo mych War and words proteſtcd for it-: 
And therefore whoever thou art that reads theſe things, -know, that in 
Evxelind alſo now, if thou wilt live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, thon muſt 
{ſuffer Perſecution; for the Scripture cannot be broken. And this Per- * 
iecution now in Erglard, arifcth mainly from the blind Zeal that many 


Have for keeping up their Miniſters, as they call them, from being Tpo- 
ken unto inthe Aſlembly, either in, afrer, or before the time of their 


Preaching, eſpecially on the firſt day of !he Week, by them called the 
Lord's day, and Sabbath day, and this the People are prompted unto 


by the wicked Spirit in their Teachers, which cannot endure the Light 


that God hath raiſed up in his People in theſe Iflands in theſe days: And 
ſo this is the Condemnation of all ſuch Children of Darkneſs, Rn 
| Prie 
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. Prieſt or People, that Light: ſhines, and they I:ve Darkneſs more ,thar 
Light, becanſe their Deeds are Evil, And fo all nay fee, Whether the 
Teachers and Pcopie, that act in ſuch Da: kteſs, are going, for in the 
days of Queen Mary, the Perſecntor, the Law reached only to a panith- 
ing of ſuch as ipoke to her Prielis in the timeof their Ser vice z; bat now 
the Zeal of ſome for them is fo increaſtd, that neither in the times of 


their Speakin-nor in their coming nor going from their St-eple- houſe, 


eſpecialiy-on the day aforeſaid; muſt their Teachers" be ſprken unte, 
but they will impute It to the Party for an Offence, without examining 
whether there be cauſe for it yea or nay; but the Teacher, though he 
be never fo falſe in Doctrine, or vicious in Life, yet if he beaa Pariſh- 
Teacher, and receive the World's Hire, as Tythes, Glebe-lands, and 
Augmentations, with the State-allomance, or upon other Accomprs, be 
aliowed for a Publick Teacher by the Nation-Law, he is like to be de- 
fended ; and he or ſhe that ſpeaks to them, though ſuch a one be never 
ſo-dear to God, and ſpeaks truth in that particular neyer fo clearly, is 
like to be puniſhed as an Evil-doer: And if this be not a provoking of 
the Wrath and hot Diſpleaſure of God againſt thee, Oh England! then 
Jet him that hath Underftanding declare what more can be: And there- 
fore thou art now in time warned of theſe things, that thou mayft, by 
Repentance, be ſaved from thoſe things that fhall aſſuredly come upon 
the Wicked. But for the preſent, all Poor People every where, who 
are in the dark Mind, unacquainted with the Teachings of God in the 
Spirit and Light of the Holy Anointing, but are following the Blind 
Guides, that indeavour to get their Wickedneſs eſtabliſhed by a Law, 
your Miſery is great, and much to be lamented, and the caſe of ſuch of 
you as have any true Breathings after God, is to be pittied : And who 
ſhall deliver you out of your Bondage, but he that delivered 1/-ael out 
of Egypr, and hath in all Ages been a preſent Help unto them in the 
needful Time of Tronble, and will {till deliver them that fear himourt 
of all Adverlity : So wait upon him, and the Work is done, and be in- 
couraged all that wait upon him, for there 1s no end of his Goodneſs to 
© us, ſor his Mercy indareth for ever ; and before him goeth a devouring 
Fire, to conſume the Adverſaries of his glorious Truth round abour, 
and the day is dawned that will leave them neither Root nor Branch, 
And in thus Reſt 1 am your dear Brother, oh all-ye Free People of God ! 
And in the Patiencs and Suiterings of Chriſt your Fellow- ſervant for the 

Imbondaged Seeds ſake, ' 


Thomas Taylor. 
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4 the Fudges, Fuſtices, Furies, Teachers and People of 


the Nation, who profeſs themſelves to be Chriſtians, and 

_ the Scriptures to be their Rule, and yet account themſelves 
diſturbed if any ſpeak unto them, and cry againſt them in 
their Aſſemblies or Streets in the Name and Word of 
the Lord (without any Authority from Man) a few 
Queries. 


x Query. 


Wee was that a Diſturbance in Chriſt Jeſus, when he went 
"1 into the Temple at Fern/alem (a Figure of his Body) and made 
a Whip of ſmall Cords, and with it (without any Authority from Man) 
whip'd out the Buyers and Sellers, and overthrew the Tables of the 
Money-changers, and commanded the Merchandize to bs taken thence, 
Yea or Nay ? att. 21. 12, &c. 


2 Query 


Whether was it a Duſturbance in the young Prophet of God, that 


- was ſent to cry agaiaſt the Altar 2t Bethel, whercon the King Feroboam 


Sacrificed even in the time of his Worſhip ; or the Diſturbance was not 
on the Kings own part, who put out his Hand againſt God's Servant 
in God's Work; and whether the withering of that Hand was not an 
evident Sign on whoſe part the Diſturbance was, 1 Kirgs 13, 1, &c, Yca 
or Nay : 


3 Query. 


Whether did Ferenitah the Prophet diſturb the People of 1/racl, when 
te ſpoke unto them, and cried againft them terribly in the Word of the 
Lord ordinarily in their Aſſemblies, and Gates of their Cities, Yea or 
Nay ? Ordid notthey diſturb him, in putting him in Stocks and Pri- 
ſon for ſo doing ? Conſider well of it, and give Judgment accordingly». 
Jer, 20. and Chap. 26. and Chap, 37 and 38. 


4: Query-- 


k 


Thomay Taylor's Quertes to Magiſtrates, &c. 


4 Query. 


And whether was it wicked 4:5, King of 1/rael, and his Heuſethat 
had ſinned againſt God, or Elijas ihe Prophet of God, whocried againſt 
their Sins, that diſturbed 1/7-4ct's Perce,” Yea or Nay? And whether 
the wicked King's Judgment; or the Holy Prophe?s Judgment, will.ybu 
be of in this matter ? See 1 Kings 18. 17, Sc, THT 


5 Query. 


And whether Amos, who propheſied even in the King's Court and 
Chappel, the Sword upon the King's Houſe, and Deſolations upon all 
their Sanctuaries, was a Diſturber in ſo doing, or ſo accounted then 
(that we read of) ſave only by one wicked Prieſt, as you may read 
Amos 7.7, &c. And whether Fonah, preaching Repentance in the open 
Streets of Njneveh for a whole day together, was a Diſturber or a Friend 
to their City, Yea or Nay ? Sec Fonah 3. 4, &c. 


6 Query. 


And whether the King and People of NVineveh, who inſtead of per- 
ſecuting him the Lord's Prophet, 'did repent at his Preaching, ſhall 
not riſe up in Judgment with this preſent Generation, and condemn it, 
Yea or Nay ? 


7 Query. 


Whether did Paul the Apoſtle diſturb the. Jews and Gentiles in 
their Synagogues and Markets, when he reaſoned of the things of 
God's Kingdom, and diſputed as it were daily with them there, as you 
may read in the As of the Apoſtles? And whether you who account 
your ſelves diſturbed with the like things, doing in theſe days, do 
not allow of the Jews perſecuting of him for-his Works ſake then, 
Yea or Nay ? 


3 Query. 


And whether the ſame Paul in the Corinth;ans when he ſaid, 7» the 


eT 


True Church all that have ary thing revealed urto them from God, <- | 


may ſpeak one by one. And when he that is ſpeaking, hears ſuch- an 


K 3 inipired ' 7 


52 Thomas Taylor's Nueries to Wagiftrates, Cc. 


13657 inſpired one begin to ſpeak, he (to wit, the firſt) is to hold his Peace? 
www that all things may be. heard, and all edified; | ſay, whether Pau!, 
- in preaching ſuch Doctrine, preached diſturbing DoQrine, Yea or 


Nay ? . 


And laſtly, It is required of thoſe that judge others for Diſturbers 

in ſuch caſes as theſe, That they do ſet down what is the true and in- 

fallible Rule of trying Dofrines and Spirits by in theſe days; or for 
excr hereaſter that they let the thing alone, 
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Theſe from the Lord's Priſoner, 


T bomas T aylor. 


To thoſe of 


MANCHESTER 
THAT S&H 
Z,calous for ther Sabbath: 


F. 10 all yon in 2frich!fer, who are Zealons fr Morning Exerciſes,. 
or Sermons, as you call them, on the Firlt day of the Week, - 

and iv fern to over-run others in the way © the Kingdom, give me: 

leave, ia love to your poor Souls, to propoie a few things to you. 


Do you know really and in T1 rath, by the Teachings of Gad upon 
your Spirits, what tie Evening is, and what the paiting ont of all 
your own Lights is, ſeeing the Evening mult be witnell:d before the 
Morning, for the Evening and the Morning make the Firſt day? And: 
, Whether you have'known the Voice of the Light ſhining, in the dark 7; 
place, and have taken heed to ir as the Scripture ſpzaks, and have © 7 
obeyed the Voice of it, which calls you to return, and come. to the 
Lord, from all your own ways; and there in Repentauce do now wait 
in the Inner Man for the Dawning of the Day, and the ariſing of the 
Day-Star in your Hearts? Or are you not yet in the deceivable'Do-+ » 
_— of them that are withour, . who cry Zo here, and Lo there, as all. - 
uch do. | | 


2. And whether you do believe and expe& any ſuch Promiſe to be 
fulfilled in you here; ſo that being in the Day, and borne up into the: 
- eternal unchangeable Light , and ſo coming to know the Teachings: 
of the Father, and the Anointing of the Holy One,. ye ſhall not need: 
that any Man teach you, but as that Anointing teacheth? Or do you: 
imagine that you ſhall always be beholden to borrowed Lights, and. bk 
Man's Teachings, as you are now, and fo be the filly Women that! 
-— _ learning, and never able to come to the Knowledge of the: * 

ruth ? _ 


$ 


3- And whether that Miniſtry you are under, and pleaſe: your? "- 
ſelves ſo much in, can truly be ſaid wo be the Miniſtry of Chriſt, ſee- - 
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2659 ing it leads not. to an end? Nor can you or they witnefs any one 
| ay hitherto preſented thereby,- pzrfe&t to God in Chriſt without Spot or 
| + Wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, or ever like to be, ſeeing you generally 
hold, That no Man can be free from Sin, and ſo perfect, while you 
are here: And-whether you are ever likely to come to the Unity of 
the Faith, and of the Knowledge of the Son of God, to the Meaſure 
- and Stature of Chriſt, by that Miniſtry that ſtands in the Will of Man, 
and which denies the Light which hath inlightned every one that comes 
into the World, to be the True Spiritual and Saving Light of Chriſt ; 
and fo build upon another Foundation, and reje& the Light of the 
World Chriſt, as he is in Man the Foundation already laid by G:d him- 
ſelf; and fo denies at once the New Covenant, Goſpel, Chriit and 
Scriptures, as your Miniſters do, who deny the Light which 1s in Man 
(which ſhews him Sin and Evil) to be Spiritual and of Chriſt, and 
calls it a Natural Ljzht; and fo pufting the Letter which is without 
you for the Light, draw your Minds ont to build upon their Meanings, 
Concelvings and Imaginings of it ; and ſo to forſake the true Light, 
the Word it ſelf, the Teaching of the Holy Anointing within you, and 
to ncglett the Promiſe of the Father, which would lead you into all 
Truth, if you did wait vpor it, and did honeſtly, through Faith, giv 
up your ſelves to be guided by it; and whether you have not juſt 
"cauſe to forſake theſe Builders, who have rejected Chriſt the Corner; 
' None, and cauſed you to build upon the Sandy Foundation, which in 
the ariſing of the Storm of the Lord's Tryal and Indignation will not 
| bear you up; but Iniquity being ſtill found in you, you are condemned 
- - within your ſelves, and with the Sinners and Hypocrites In 570, you 
will all, &er long, be forced to. cry out, Holy Prieſt and People, Who 
among ws 'can abide with devouring Fire, or dwell with the everlaſting 
Burning ? | 


Thomas Taylor. 


Wanvering Apoltate, 
\ 


The Deſolation that, giving way to the Enemy, thou haſt brought 
' upon thy Soul! What, muſt not God be Infinite, becauſe thou: 
canſt not comprehend Infiniteneſs* Thou art -that Finite One that 
ſtands againſt His Infiniteneſs, and glories in thy old uncircumciſed 
Hears ; but His Infinite Light has comprehended thee, and doth and 
will Judge thee for thy Evil Work, and Blaſphemous Thoughts of 
Him, whom the Heaven, and Heaven of Heavens, cannot contain ; but. 
thou would*ſt limit His limitleſs Nature to a creatural Form like thy 
ſelf, as the Wicked do who know him not, And fo of that Beaſt 
and myſterious Bavyler thou art, who this day, with their many. Heads, 
and Horns, and Forms of Falſe Knowledge, and Worſhips, and 
Churches, ſo called, doall, with one Conſent, puſh and fight againſt 
the Lamb, the Light and Son of the Incomprehenſible and Infinite: 
. Father, and his Faithful Followers; but the Lamb both hatk and ever 
ſhall have the Viftory, and the Mouth of all Iniquity ſhall be ſtopped; 
{ſaith my Soul. And ſo well had it been for thee, if thou had(t; con- 
tinued Faithful amongft us, but a Wanderer and Unfaithful in Heart 
haſt thou been many a day ; and fo the Whore that watched in the 
Evening for the unwary young Min, hath canght thee in her Net, and 
there thou art a Slave in the Bands of Darkneſs, to the great Wound- 
ing, of thy poor impriſoned Sonl. ; | 


Thomas T aylor.. 
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George Ward, 
And thote that had Fellowthip with him. 


Eorge Ward, to thy ſelf, and thoſe in Fellowſhip with thee, whe- 

ther Speakers or Hearers, a few Words from the Movings of 
God in my Heart; You are weighed tm the Ballance, and are found wanting, 
and the Glory of the Holy Kinzdom of God you are fal!cn ſhort of in 
your Unbelief, and have not a Heart, as yet, to walk in the ſtrait and 
narrow Way that leads untoit. Yon have not ſuffered your Mi-ds and 
Souls to be guided by the pnre Light of Jeſus Chriſt that hath Viſized 
you in great Lovein theſe Days, but have rather choſen to follow your 
own Thoughts and wrong Expoiitions of Scripture to your great hurt 
And, becanſe you have Preached and Profeſſed that waſhing the out- 
ward Water is the only Gate in the Chriſtian Fellowſhip, you are 


, both to looſe your Credit amongſt Men, by owning the more Excellent 


and Everlaſting Way, though it be moſt plainly declared; and bythe 
Spirit demonſtrated to you in theſe Days: And ſo you go about to 
Eſtabliſh that which makes nothing perfe&, in Oppolition to the Power 
of God which only makes Perfeft. And ſo you reſemble them of old, 
who ſtuck in the Shadows of the Law, in Oppoſition to him that was 
the End of the Law, and came to fulfil ir, Chriſt Feſus over all God 
Bleſſed for ever. And fo it I could have found in you a true Deſire 
after God's Kingdom, may be I might have gotten a little Liberty to 
have Reaſoned with you at this time of the things thereof: Burt ſteing 
there hath been ſo many Endeayours and Deſires in us after your Eter- 


nal Good, and ye will. not come to Chrift to know him in you, that 


you may haveLife; for this time I thus reſt in Peace with my Gdd the 
Righteous Judge, believing, that in his own Way and Time, he will 
Silenceevery Tongue that moves againſt his Bleſſed Truth (the Light) 
and thoſe that love it and follow it in the Regeneration in this Day 


- of his Power, wherein the willing People are brought up, through the 


Death of the Fleſh, to'ſcrve the Lord-in the Land of the Living, in new 


Feruſalem, as our Souls do this Day, ever Praiſcd be his Name, the 
Arm of his Holineſs, for it is worthy. 


And E- 
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 ſeenthings which Qnicken not the Souls, and will not have the Invi- 
ſible God, who is the ReſurreQion of the Life, to Rule jn them; but 
are glad when they can get any thing ſeemingly that make$#ſor them 
in their praiing Way ? Butour Work 15; Praifed be God,xto hold the 
Faith which was once delivered to the Saints in a pure Conſience, and 
in the Ability that God giveth ns to help to bring People to.God, where 
is the true Reſt for ever : And thoſe that will nct ſubmit their Minds, 
Hearts and Souls to the Light of the Eternal Word which is vigh. in 
the Heart, ſhall never be Eſtabliſhed in Righteouſneſs and Peace, but 
ſhajl- weary themſelves in the very Fires for Vanity ; and this we have 
Learned through many Tribulations, Bleſſed be Gosg for his Unſpeaka- 
| bleGifrt; and lo if you be Wiſe, be Wiſe for your Souls, and Learn 
with us te {it in Silence at Jeſas Feet, to know what he requires of you, 
and ceaſe your-running and doing without him, for you have ſpenr 
foo much time in Vain already, ſeeing the Spirit of the World is un- 
fallen in you; Reſts your Souls Friend, and a Lover of the whole Crea- 
tion of GoJ, being become a willing Sufferer for the Holy Seeds Sake. 

And whereas you, or ſome of you, ſeem Offended that Widdow 
Cock hath left you, and come amongſt us, and ſay, ſhe hath doneit, and 
yet given you no ſufficient Reaſon and SatisfaCtion for her ſo doing, I 
ſay, that Reaſon, I ſuppoſe, ſhe hath ſhown fufficient to ſome of yau, 
but to give SatisfaCtion to, you in-.It- that is hard, ſeeing you Speak Evil 
of the Good Way of God which ſhe hath taſted of amongſt us; for, 
of. a Truth, the Lord and his Power and Preſence is with us, Bleſſed 
be his Name for ever: And ſhe ſtayed too long upon the barren Moun- 
tains where your Flocks Feed. | 


Thomas T aylor. 


And now, where is the Diſputer of this World, who pleads tor: 
EI 
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art moſt unfic to take thetGofpel into thy Month. 
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FOUNG Man, all thy Prayers, Preachings and Praiſcs, are! Abo- 
1H mination toGod, fo long » thou keepeſt the Juſtin Bondage';z 
They being but newly; 'as if! vert, come on to the Stage Of the World, 
begins'thy/ part very badly; if thoit /h1d ff bees as an 8 aver-grown 
Tree|ih Cuſtoitts of Coveroulheſs, Itfs' cont not VeexpeRted fromithee 
then what ſome in'Staltdale have found; But then being, as: hear, a 
young' Man, under the” Notion of- a Stholfar; nay more, of'# Miniſter 
of the Goſpel;,: to fall on aSuing People at Law, and putting in Prifon, 
por'account of Hire; Yuite/ſtainsall thy-Gloty,! and(biaſts thy Regu- 
tation withthe 'OUNM of a'Hireling ahd' Perfecntor!? Thou might con- 
ſider, 4f Phe God*of (this World Had not Hinded thy Mind, what thon 
dil, as it were, reads in'the Seriptate; Whatſocver ye world that ten 
ſhout” do unto you; ever-ſo do nnto ther, for' this i the Law and the Pro- 
Phets.  Wnd* if-thou-becnot- come fo far as the Law and the Propbets, thou 
rt mc x | For, without all que- 
##oh; if hy <Calfdition' had been UNchad Row's, then would have ac- 
counted"it hard Meaſure tohiveben fo dealt withall as thou haſt dea!t 
with bim; AiMan with-a Wife arid tenor' eleven Ghildren- depending 
much-tp>n his Labour 'for 'thdr Maidtenancez and this Man to bz put in- 
to Priſon, and there kept from year to year; for- nothing at all, but be« 
cauſe, for Conſcience-ſake to God, he cannot put into thy Mouth. W hat 
a Cry this hath, ard will bave, in the Ears of God, it concerns thee 
deeply to conſider, forhe is well known not to with-hold Right froni 
any.where it is due: But though his Sufferings for time be long, yer 
thine, if thou repent not, will be very much longer ; for it-is a very 
fearful thing for thee, thus in thy Sins, to fall into the Hands of the 
Living God. So whilſt thou haſt time prize it, and ſay not within thy 
ſelf; that thou ſhalt have Peace, though thou continne in this thy Hard- 
heartedne(s, for certainly -there is-no Peace from the Holy, Juſt and 
Mercifyl God, to any abiding in the Paths thon walkeſt in. So if then 

huſt an Ear, hear what the Spirit of Truth ſaith unto thee in his Servant, 


Themas T aylor, 
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'O, Wo, from the Lord to this Heatheniſh imanner/of Rejoycing 
with Bells and Bonefires 3 Have you not learned it .from-thoſe 
Wicked People callzd Papiſts;| for Deliveywicerfrom whoth you ſeemto 
Rejoyce :  Aud-:ſo infſtead..ofnonouriag God wy tht your © rarth,\ you: 
grcatly grieve and. byrden: his godd Spirit And therefore ybur bins fe 
main, and Judgment after Jadgmentftill waits tor you, antil yt car 
to God with your Hearts,- which, yet to'this'day you have not done, Or 
People of Stafrd, .and of all Explard,. who Uelightin fuch vain thirtgs 5" 
yea, though Metcy afier Mercy you have been tried with,” yet till you 
are doing what you ſhould. not do;. and leavirig undone what God wills 
you to do} and fo indeed have no Spiritual Health or Soundfiefs in 'you; 
but all: full of Putrifying Sores you are, and 1o unfit co enter God's 
Holy and Heayenly Temple : ' And' that: which makes your Wound un- 
curable, you.cannot endure to haye: your +Wounds ſearched to the bot= 
tom, bur ſuch as..cau dayb';yonijover. with-their untetfipered Mortar, 
2nd call you, gopd People, and gaod-Qhriſtians, , when! your Lies lotdly 
witnels the cantrary ; thoſe youraccount your Friends : "And therefore 
will the Lord judge you according to your Deeds; and according tothe 
Fruit of your Doings will he reward you, if you' ſpeedily 'return not 
to him, with your, whole Heart, for a ſhort Work'will God make npon 
the Earth,, when ,neithen one Name-nor another! nor one Profeſſion 
nor another, hail be-able to hide 'the Wicked from his Stroke , "for 
In the Truth 33 ſelf, - as[Fruth is in Jeſus, that the ſafe Hidirgs A 
Place will be, an& zi where elſe, as faith his good Spirit in his Servant _.,. 3 
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"Fhomas Taylor's Epiitle to Stage-Players 


(2 


A ed Ig, of a) 
So Pe, 


e 
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| *P To them that plays the Fool upon the Stage. 


— 


HOU that plays the. Fooliſh Man upbn the-Stage, and invents all 
the Lyes and: vainthings that ever: thou'canſt, to move Laughter 


- in the Rude Multitode, which is Madneſs, as Solomon: ſpeaks, and all 


this for filthy Lucre: I demand of thee, whether thou believc& that 
there is a Gad, that will call into Judgment all Mens Words and 
Deeds, yea, to the very Thoughts and Intents of the Heart; and whe- 
ther Chriſt's words are true which ſay, that for every jdle word that Men 
ſhalt ſpeak, they muſt give account thereof. inthe Day of Judgment ? And 


-If this þe-irue,- as moſt rrve- it is, then how wilc thon ſtand in thy 


multitude of vain, idle, unclean'and corrupting words before the 
Righteous Judge of Heaven and Earth, whoſe Wrath is kindled againſt 
all ſuch as have. even thus ſald themſelves to do Iniquity : And his 
Judgment isn:ar, and the Judge even at the Door ; therefore in love 
to thy Soul 1 write this, that, if poſlible, thou mayſt repent, and noc 


Periſh Eternally. 


Oye People, whoſe Eyes are abroad, and whoſe Minds are in 
the Vanities of this World wandered from the Lord: How 'can Ve 


- behold ſuch Men as theſe doing fuch Fooliſh things upon the Stage ,. 


without all fear of God, .and_care what any one that fears God can 
fay againſt them, and yet profeſs themſelves to be Chriſtians? How 
can ye forbear to reprove them ? Doth not the Apoſtle ſay to Chri- 
ſtians, Have no Fellowſhip with the unfr mizful Works of Darkneſs, but ra- 
ther reprove them. And this is a Work of groſs Darkneſs, for Pcople. 
to profeſs Chriſt, to-do theſe-Decds of the Heathen, who ſaid their 
Tongues was -thejr own, : and they Thay uſe-them at their pleaſure ; 
Bat God will call into Judgment every vile, vain and unclean Word, - 
and account muſt Men give for them; and then, Wo to the Wicked; 
and all that love Lyes, and ſuch vain Invertions-as this Fooliſh Man 
vpon the Stage, for filthy Lucre, doth pra&ice. $o People, fear God, 
an3 repent. of yonr Deeds, for the Lord God is at the Door, ready to 
judge the preſent evil World for all their Iniquities. 


Thomas T aylor. 


_ Againſt 


, iy : E 


Againſt Maſs- Times, Ck 


O to this degenerate World of People called Chriſtians, What 
ſhall be faid concerning yon, and who ſhall declare your Mi- 
fery ? For as you have multiplied your Tranſgreſſionsas the Sand of 
the Sea, ſo will the Lord multiply his Judgments and Plagues upon 
you, for von have violated the Laws, and broken down the Bond of 
that everlaſting Covenant, that ſhould have redeemed and kept your 
Souls to Gad ; and you have wholly ſuffered the Spirit of this wicked 
World to carry you away Captive by Millions ard Multicudes into the 
Land of Darkneſs and Wickedneſs, which is Spiritually calted Sodom 
and Fgype where our Lord was Crucified, aad is at this day trodden un- | 
der foot by you, where the-Abominations of the Heathen, and Super-- 
ſtitions of the Jews, are kept up by you, and pratticed in the face of 
the Sun, and many of them held np by force of a Law; 'and ſach-as 
depart from the lniquities thereof, even become. a Prey to you. So 
that the Lord hath daſhed you together, for many Generations, like a 
Pot- ſheard one againſt another, and will yet daſh you together for your 
great Iniquities and grievous Idolatries, and will raiſe up his Plant of 
Renown from amongſt you, and become the Teacher 'of his People 
himſelf, and :they fhall no more be a Prey to the Teeth of che Dra- 
gon,” Wolf nor Fox, but ſhall feed in the good Paſture, as in the be- 
ginning before Antichriſt was; and the Temples of Antichriſt, with the 
Falſe Worſhips therein, ſhall be a Deſolation for ev<rmore. | 
Wo, Wo, to all ye obſervers of Maſs times, and Tides and Seaſons 
of the Year, wherein the Spirit of this wicked World, which is calied 
Satan, God's Adverfary, and Antichriſt, Chriſt's Enemy, ſets; you at lis 
berty.to.do all thoſe Evilsand abowinable Works, wherewi:htheSpirit 
| Þ of the. Holy Lord God that made yon; is ſu much burden; d ande' ieved 
from one endof the Year unto the other, fo that he can ſmell no [weet.* '_ 
Smell in any of your Sacrifices that you offer up. unto' him: becauſe: of. 7 
the groſs . Darkneſs; of your willfully deczived Hearts ; and the greg 
Filthinsſs of your. polluted Hands. O how-the: Lord, 'and his good - oa 
Spirit 1a all; is prefled under the weight of your: Iaiquities, as a Cart <7 
under her Sheaves: And therefore hath the Lord rcj:Tted your Cons 7 
fidence, and called you Lorahanah, not Beloved ; and Loammi, not his 
| People; for as the Plant of a degenerate Vine arg you to him, a Field E 
oyer-grown with Weeds, and your Spot is not the Spot of his People; © > 
and therefore into the great Captivity are ye gone, and there are 3 
among(t the Heathen, worſhipping the Works of your own Hand;, 
Q L / , and | 
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"—"Tso the Bear-ward. 


IGG1 and falling down to that which your Fingers have framed, and you de- 
- light in a thing of naught; and the Lord, the Light that made you, 


. boy 
Þ : : | < 
*you are become Strangers unto, and is accounted-by you as a-weak na- 
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tural thing that cannot help: And his Day, Power and Kingdom, is 
Putzfar away. from you, and-inſtead thereof, the Seat of Violence js 
'draW1 near to; you, ;and 1n.the Seat of the, Scorners and Mockers of the 
Laſt Times have you placed your ſelves, ſaying, , Where i the Promi/e 
of bis Coming; when as him, Chriſt Jeſus, the Light in whom all the 
Promiſes of God are, Yea and Amen is rejefted by you, even by your 


Builders. A 
: Thomas Taylor, 


DL ——— 


To the Bear-ward. 


* - Y FNTO thee, © Man, who art called the Bear-ward, do theſe words 
* come: Fear and tremble before 'the Lord God; who'1s againlt all 


ſach wicked and ungodly Men as thy ſelf is,, who' contrary 'to the Law 
of God and the Nation, goeſt np and down the Country keepirg this 
eat Evil of Bear-baiting on foot, to the Corrupting of the Country 
for: thy own filthy 'Lucre and abominable- Covetonſneſs, which is the 
oot of all Evil : And the Lord's Hand hath been long ſtretched out 
againſt 'all ſuch Lewd Men 3 but yon go'on in your: Wickednefs and re- 


- pent not, and therefore nothing can-you 'expeRt,. as a Reward! of your 


evil Work, but everlaſting Wo and Miſery. 


© And to all you, Foolifh and Heatheniſti-minded People, who are the 
Upholders'and Spedtators of theſe Brutiſh Cuſtoms of Beat-baiting'; 
yea, and can ſpend your precious Time, Strength and 'Money-in the 
thing, the'Lord is againſt you alſo, and his Soul is greatly grieved 
and burthened with you, and will aſſuredly viſit with his Wrath, theſe 
and-all-your.lewd and wicked Pradtices : So if there be in any of you, 
any Heart left for the Good, repent, left you Periſ: in your Sins with 


fach as hates to be reformed, Reſts the Lord's Seryant, who cannot but 


Sorrow to fee you thus, from time to time, go on in your Sins without 
Remorſe, | 4 | 
Pit 7077 i Thomas Taylor . 
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—T TH manila to alt rope" 
an i 'To the Dancers on the Ropes. 


A 7 © to the. Dancers upon the Ropes, and Tempters of God with : 

'V +. thetr wicked Inventions; and Wo to the Man that maintains 
and upholds ſuch for filthy Lucre, to draw the Peoples Mines from 
God : O Repent, Repeut, the Day of the Lord is at hand, a Day of 
bitter Howling and Lamentation to all ſuch Workers of Iniqui:cy will 
it be. Did ever any Chiid of Gog,.or any that had any Fear. of God 
in them, go-up and down tj};e Conntry with vain Fellows at theirheels, 
dis5guring themſclves, and pjzying Tricks upon Stages and Ropes, like: 
the Heathen that knew not God, and all meerly to draw the Minds of 
the Multitnde 'after rhem for filthy Lucre.- O. Curſed Covetouſyels ! 
Whit haſt thou done it all the Earth, the Root of all Evil well may 
it-be called, and Ifdolatry,. which whoſoever follows; do ſeparate their 
Sot!'s from the Glory of God, and all the Goed that.is.in his-Kingdom'?: 
 And'then © ye deceitful and yain People ! What will 3 profit you to: gain 
the whole World, and life yeur Souls... Reſts God's Servant, and! a*'Wit= 
nels in his Power, againſt all vain and wicked Inventions of Faln Man, 


Thomas Taylors. 


P > ®. 
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A Warning to all People. 


VWWEEP not for the Dead, but Weep for the Living, even for thoſe : 
Y.Y: that remain in the Body npon the Earth, becauſe of the Miſcries, 
Plagves and Judgments, that are ceme and coming upon all the Wicked, , 
Sinful and Unholy People in all Lands, for the Lord hath a Contro- 
verſie with all Nations, and great will be the Deſolations, becauſe of- 

Iniquity and Violence that is grown up to ſo great a height, that it bath: . 
even as it were filled tke whole Earth, and the Lord ſeeth all your: 

Doings, O People, and your ſecreteſt Workings, when in your Minds - 
ye Plot. againlt the Lamb's Life, which would redcem out of all the: 
many Snares of the Devil, whereby the Ungodly are kept falt at his. 
Will. But: the Men of Nznevch {hall riſe up in Judgment againſt the + 
[mpenitent in. the whole Earth, for they repented at the ho +s _ 
| onan,, 
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| 64 © Thomas Taylor'S Epiſtle to the People of England. 
[x66 'Fonah, but behold a greater than all is come into the World, even 
| &yV .Fe/us Chrift the Righteous, and they believe him not, neither repent 
*.- of theireviland vislent Doings, but harden their Hearts againſt his 
Holy Spirit's Reproof to their own DeſtruQion. 


4 


Thomas T aylor. 


_ th — — 


For the People of England to Weep. 


EEP thou England, Howl, Howl ye People, for the Dreadful 
Day of the Lord God is at hapd, it is at the Door, as an armed 
Man coming ſwiftly' upon you, to break down and'tread under feet 
thy Pomp, Glory, Pride and Strength: Thou halt exceeded in thy 

Sins, and art grown monſtrous in thine Iniquities ; fo the Lord will be 
exceeding Terrible unto thee : Thou haſt ſuffered the Wicked in thee 
to have liberty, and to take their Fill of Sin, when the Voice of the 
Righteous cannot be endured in thee; but he that departs from Ini- 
quity, and would perſwade others ſo todo alſo, is even made a Prey of 
by ungodly and unreaſonable Men, their Bodies impriſoned and baniſhed, 
and Eſtares ſpoiled, and many.ſorts of Injuries done them for thy Name 
and Truths ſake, O Lord God : And therefore will the Lord God ariſe 
to take Vengeance for theſe things ; _ yea, his Soul will certainly be 
avenged on ſuch a Nation as this, faith his Spirit in his Servant, | 
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Thomas T aytor. 


© Hina moreover, becanſe you have ſaid in your Hearts, We have compaſſed 
them about with an AF, and now none ſhall norſhip God but a: we pleaſe : 
Therefore will the Lord, the mighty God, compaſs you about with bis Terror, 
and you ſhall find no place to hide your ſelves in from bis Wrath, becauſe of 
the Pride of your Heart, and Evil of ycur Doings, O all ye People of the 
Land, who are guilty intheſe things, ſauth the Lord God. 


_—" " 


—_— 


To the Comers and Coers by the Priſon- 
_-Window, of both Sorts, 


LL ſimple-hearted People, who have any thing of the true Fear - ; 
of God moving upon your Hearts, and whoſe Deſires are in. - ,* 
any meaſure purely after God and Goodneſs, and are not altogether ” 
hardned againſt the Lord, and Good of your Souls : Conlider and pan- 
der a little, and unbethbink.you well, as in the Preſerce of God, what - 
hath been from time to time declared to you, and all People, our of 
the Priſon-Window : Hath not the Witneſs of God, in his Servant, de- 
clared amongſt you, the Dreadful Day of the Lord God, which-will 
aſſured!ly come upon all the Wicked, and ſuch as are covered, and not 
with the Spirit of the Lord, whether Prieſts or People: And hath not 
the ſame Voice, in great Love and Tenderneſs, freely proclaimed Peace 
and Good Will to the Penitent ; and the moſt acceptable Day«of the 
Eord to the Broken-hearted, and ſuch as Mourn under the Senſe of 
Sin; and Burthen of Unrighteouſneſs, without reſpe& of Perſons :  _ 
And are not theſe things to belaid to Heart, and not at allto be lighted #7 
And therefore I ſay unto you, O People, even you that love your Souls, -_ 
and are not yet come to the true Reſt, Chriſt Jeſus in Spirit, but are © + 
wandering from Mountain to Hill, after the Hireling-Teachers, one 
day after another, and yet are not fatisfied with their empty, Wgri E 
but are dead, dry and barren in Heatt, as to the Power of Godllneſs,' 
aſter all your Money ſpent and Labour taken : I ſaid, Is not thisanevi-'_ * 
dent Sign, that it is not Bread that hath by then been miniſtred toyou, = 
but the Chaft of Mens Inventions: For faith the Lord, Does nor my = 
words do good to them: that deſire after me ? But alas People, the Hireling's  _ Þ 
Words which he ſells you for Money, are not the Word of God, but” #7 
only what he hath: gathered and conceived from the Letter of another” = 
Man's Line, and fo cannot profit you, ' though you ſhould hear never- 7 
ſo much of it, nc more than Chat can feed : And ſo do not ſay the 27 
Fault is not in our Teachers, but only in us : For I ſay unto you in the+ 27 
Spirit of Truth, the Fault is now in you both, for the Day of God'is' 
dawned, and now you are both warned, and fo are left both.without =} 
Excuſe, There was a Time of Darkneſs and Tgnorance which God 
winked at, but now the Life is manifeſt, and the true Light that. 
enlightens being broken forth through the Clouds, you are hereby 
warned, and all every where exhorted, to Repent. So harken to the  "'# 
;, meaſure of that Light that ſhines in your dark Hearts, which-convinceth - 
. M We you ' 2 
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- @nnot be bound, 


570 yon of Sin and Unbelief, and would lead you from them, this is the 


Noſtrils, 'that broken Ciſtern? Time will come when Fools will wiſh 


6 they had been wiſer, and when God's. Witneſs will be remembred,; and 


when ſuch as now Suffer for Righteouſneſs ſake, will be had in Honovr. 


_ Refs, as always, your Friend 


Thomas T aylor. 


- And you. that go carelefly by this Window, and do not regard the 
Word ofthe Lord, Hear the Word of the Lord ye Careleſs.qnes, ye go 


> andcomefrom the Steeple-houſe, and iv your Minds ſecretly conclude 
that you ſhall have Peace, and no Evil ſhaft come upon you, when the 
= Lord God bath ſpoken no Peace.to you, for there is ro 'Peace to'the 
© Wicked, and there you are even in the Wickedneſs under the Wrath of 
-. God, for the Wrath-of God. abides upon - all the Children of -Difobe- 


dience. And verily the Lord is ariſing in .mighty: Pawer to Judge the 


EE World by Jeſus Chriſt whom ye have Crucified, and whoſe Counlels you 
+ - "have ſet at.naught, and have choſen rather to follow the Hireling- 


r; and his ways, than the way of the.-Lord God. So conſider 


 whatÞ here ſaid, and run not- head-leng to. your own Deſtrn&ion, for 


what account can : ye. give toa pure God, in theday of his fierce: Wrath, 


» whoarenotyetat all cleanſed from/your Unrighteoufneſs 3 Will your: 
-- "erying-Lord, Lord, Save ye, who are found doing your own Wills. and 
- ſatisfying your owa Luſks, without Repentance. To that in youf Con- 


ſcience 1 ſpeak, which, in the day when the Book of 'your-Conſcience is 


'> opened, Will juſtifie the Truth of theſe things againſt you-all, whoin- 
- the broad way are found at that day-to Condemnation, and the Day is 
_ at hand, and the Judge is at the Door, and Wo will be to ſich as put it 


far; off. Reſts the Lord's Servant ſtill in-this Priſon; but the Truth 


Thomas T av/or.. 


—— 


3 


To King Charles the Second, concerning 
Perſecution, &*c. 


T is in my Heart, as from the Lord God of Heaven and Earth, to 
I warn thee to ſtop the Current of that grievous Perſecution which is 
raiſed up agaiaſt us, the Harmleſs People of God, in Scorn called 24s 
kers, for our pure Conſcience ſake at this day: For of a Truth the 
Lord God hath raifed us up in his eternal Love to be his People, to 
bear his Name in Righteouſneſs before the Children of Men, and ſo to 
exerciſe our Conſciences in a pure Love and true Good Will towards 
God and all Men as he hath taught us, and doth teach 8ll that come to 
him : And therefore weigh things .well in thy Heart, in-the cool of 
the day, and be not a means of injuring us for this the Exerciſe of our 
pure Conſcience, for"truly the Lord' Jeſus Chriſt is highly diſpleaſd 
already for what is done againſt us, O conſider, confider, Doth not 
his Holy Eye behold, and his Heavenly Heart conſider, the great Wrongs 
that are daily done us for his Names ſake, our Bodies impriſoned, our 
Eſtates ſpoiled, our Meeting-houſes pulled down; yea, whole Families 
ruined, as to the outward World, for no other cauſe, but becauſe we 
cannot ceaſe to meet together in his Name as he requires us, and re- 
quired his, in a moſt harmleſs and peaceable manner, as his People in® 
former Ages did, and as we have always done, ſince we were to God 
a People. d never let it be ſaid, that Charles the Second diſap- 
pointed the coo: People of the Land, under his Government, of their 
ExpeRations 3\for behold we looked for the Continuance of Good 
Things from thee , becauſe of ſome words paſſed out of thy Mouth, 
but behol>great Evil hath enſued. O let not the Evil Counſel of thy 
own Heart, or of others, cauſe thee to go on ia that which will cer- 
tainly bring God*s Judgments upon thy Soul and Body, and the-whole _ 
Nation, if it be perſiſted in, as this preſent undertaking againſt us will «_. 
do, We defiregot yeur Ruin no more than our own, but this we 
know certainly , and the Scripture of Truth abundantly witneſſes it, _ 
That never did any Proſper, who did, or ſuffered to be done, ſo great * 
Injury, againſt a Harmleſs and Innocent People, as we are known to 
_ God to be. O let not the King believe any longer, the vain and falſe 
Suggeſtions of evil Men. againſt us. If we had 'had any Mind againſt 
' the King's Welfare, we ſhould not have had that Boldneſs that we . 
have in God's ſight and thine ; , but now knowing in our Conſciences, 
that all our Endeavours have been from the begigning, how to glo ifie 
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be 8 670 God," and to ſerve all Mert in Love to this day, therefore are our Hearts 


OO —_—_y 


in God's Truth, greatly ſtrengthened and emboldened to hold forth 
our Innocency before thee and all Men, For the Righteous are bold as a 
Lyon, praiſed be God for ever. And why ſhould it ſeem ſtrange to thee, 
or any at this day, that we cannot give over to worſhip God as he hath 
taught us, ſeeing to God;the Judge of Quick and De2d, we muſt give 


' _ account; and if we could give oyer our Meetings, and Holy Exerciſes, 


and pleafe God, we ſhould certainly do it, for God's. Fear and Love is 
in our Hearts; bur ſecing it is God's Good Will, and Holy Command, 


-that we ſhould aſſemble our ſelves together, as we do, to <difie one 


another in our moſt Holy Faith, and ſo to hold forth God's Truth, as 
we have received it, before all, Why ſhould the King, or the Parlia- 
ment, or. any of his Counſellors, think much that we ſhould obey God 


'Tather than Man in this matter. Wherein we can, with Safety of our 


Conſcience to Chriſt, we do obey you; but wherein we cannot, is it 
not your Wiſdom to bear with us, as your ſelves in the like caſe would 
be done by ? And fo fulfil the Royal Law indeed, which ſaith, As you 
would that Men ſhould do unto yeu, even ſo do unto them, And this is a 


Law worthy a King to meditate in night and day, and not to follow 


the Connſel that is contrary: And this is a Foundation which all Par- 
liaments and Councils onght to build upon, or otherwile how is: it 
paſlible their Houſe fhonld continue - for from the height of Heaven 
hath the Lord beheld the Aitiitions and Oppreſſions, and heard the 
Groans and Cries of the Innocent Sufferers in England. this day, and will 
certainly deliver thoſe that wait for him: . But I would not have the 
King to be an Obje& of God*s Wrath in that day if poſſible. And 
therefore in the Name of the Lord God, am I thus moved: to write 
unto thee, and lay theſe things before thee, deſiring that thou: maiſt 
read them, and well weigh them, for they are of greateſt Concern- 
ment.- 'And that, which rightly made uſe of, tends not @nly to thy 
Well-being in this World, but alſo to the Eternal Good of thy Soul . 
Reſts God's Servant, and thy Soul and the Nations Friend, 


Thomas Taylor. 


To. Informers. -'- 1 


Pd 


Et all ſuch in theſe days, as are Informers againſt the People of 


Gud, for their Holy Worſhip and Service to God, conſider, if 
.tacy have not loſt all ſayour of Good, and care of their Souls. What 
became of all ſuch-Informers in days paſt, whom 'the Scriptures make 
mention of. And firſt, let Zaman, one of the great Informers come 
into your Mind, and conſider his Work and End, a woful Work did 
he work againſt his own Soul, in his Informing and [ncenſing the King: 
Abaſuerns againſt the Fews, - becauſe honeſt hearted Mordecai could not 


bow. to his Pride, as the Heathen did 3-and ſee his End, and tremble: 
ye when ye. read the: Hiſtory of the Matter, as at large you may'in the - 


Book of. Efther. 


And conſider ye, in the cool of the Day, what became of the Princes: 


mentioned: in Darie!, who nat only. in their Wickedaneſs got a Law 


from the King, withour cauſe, but alſo Informed againft the Holy Man 


Dazxiel for breaking the King's Law (which the King {never intended 


againſt Dariel)becaule he pray*d to God as at other times: And read inthe' 
Hiſtory of Danzel,” where atlarge you may read it and tremble, what: 


a miſerable End came upon them 1nformers, who themſelves were de- 


ſtroyed in that very Den of Lyons -in which they had thought to have: - 
ſeen the end and deſtrution of honeſt-hearted Darrel, but the Lord: 


did deiiver him,. as he will ever do all-them that fear him, from the 
Mouths of all the Lyons. ys 


And let the dreadful End of thoſe miſerable Fews in Jeremiah's Time; . > 


that Informed againſt him for ſpeaking the Word of the Lord: And in 


after time, of thoſe Jews that Informed againſt Feſ#us Chbriſt- and his. 


Apoſtles, come into your Minds, and affright you at Midnight, and 


terrifie you at Noon-Day ; for aſſuredly.if you go-on-with them, and. 


be (till found with them im their Work of Informing againſt; and Per- 


ſecutiig of the Righteous, you muſt partake of their Plagues; as ſaith 


God's Truth, which never failed in his Servant, . 


Thomas Taylor... 


Somme, * 2 
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Some Serious Conſiderations concerning the 
ug Pricfts of the High Places, called Churches, 
EF their Sprinkling Infants, Marrying People, 
 - and Burying their Dead, e>c. 
i. JN their Sprinkling they abuſe, and miſerably wreſt Scripture to 


prove their Praftice : -For that Scripture, Suffer li:tle Children to 
come #129 mes &c. ſpeaks not'a.word of Sprinkling them, much leſs of 


” their Doings and Dottrines about it. And for that. Scripture, Except 


4 Man be born of Water and the Spirit, &C. it is nothing at all for them 
neitber':- For it is certain, 'the Spirit of God both can and hath, and 
daily doth Regenerate People without outward Water ; bor the Water 


FL - without the Spirit never did, ' nor never can Regenerate any, and how 
"8 "the Spirit cometh to'the Inſenfible Infants (that by their own Confeſſi- 
= oncannor act Faith) or whether it come to them at all in or by this do- 


ing of theirs, I am ſure they cannot tell, neither have they any reaſo- 
nable Ground to ſay or think it doth, ſeeing there is no Command 
nor Promiſe at all, in all theScripture for it, upon fach their Doings, 
ppoen fuch Subjects,” unleſs they will ſay with the grols Papiſts, that 


; ; - Grace is conferred upon: People, ex opere operato, viz. by the Prieſts 


-meer doing about them. 

2. They commit another great Evil in this Matter in bringing in 
People to promiſe that for the little Children which they neither do, 
nor (of themſelves) never can do; nay, which they have not. Faith ſo 
; much as to believe that ever any can do by any means, whilſt they are 
upon the Earth; to wit, to 'forſake the Devil and all- bis Works, &c. 


 - which is manifeſt by their denial of ſinleſs Perfection, ſince all Sin is 


the DeviPs Work : And after the old Popiſh manner calling them God- 
fathers: and Godmothers, ſo taking God's Name in vain; and other- 
while calling them Sureties, ſo taking Chriſt's Office from him, who is 


i: - The alone Surety, Mcdiator and Advocate between God and Man. 


5. And Thirdly, In their great Blindneſs and Preſamption, calling 
upon the People to give God Thanks with them, for that he hath 
'Regenerated, as they ſay, the Infant or Infants then under their hands 
by ſuch doings; though as I ſaid, they have neither Precept nor Pro- 
"wiſe for it, nor Manifeſtation from God then upon the Child, for their 

ſo believing and concluding, And ſo for their manifold taking & 6-12 
Ca as. 
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Name thus in vain, and caiſing you their Followers to'do ſo alſo, how 1679 : 
ſhall they be held GuiltleCs : For, ſaith God, 7 will nor bold them Guilt- \ WW. 
leſs. that take my Namt in vain. And how can theſz Prieſts blame the. 


blind Pepifts'for: their fooliſh Do&rine of waſhing away Original Sin 
by their Baby Baptiſm, when they by the like doing proclaim Rege= 
neratio1' and - Inheritance of the Kingdom : off Heaven to ſuch as.can 
neither Exerciſe Faith nor Repentance in it. Tell me, whether is 
greater, waſhing away Original Sin, *or' Regenerating and giving In- 
hecitance of 'rhe Kingdom'of Heaven. /  O whiat a Reformation is: this ? 
If this be not amended, firely God's and mill be gretched ont againſt 


you-ſtill. But you prelent Parih*Teichers, that praftice this thing, , 


Anſwer this ſober and neceſſary 'Qneftion : Do you believe this' your 
own Doctrine and Practice to be good; or you rather do it becauſe this: 
is the way to pleaſe the Times, and {o- to get Money ? It the former, 
then are you blind Gbides indeed.” If the latter, 'thenare you Covetous 
indeed. - And Coveroufneſs,, ſaith the Apeltle, is 7dvlatry. And then' 
os all- judge, whether either of! theſe be fit to_guide' and teach "6 
thers. G: [gg "; 0 SIR NIN MANS ON 
And next, in their Marrying of People, beſides their manifold ta- 
king of God's Name itt vail; as in” their other doings'; and beſides, 


| their evil Cultom'of the Ring, do not they teath the On to ſwear: - 


and commit Idolatry,” in ſaying, With* this Ring'T thee Wed, with my: 
Body T'thce Worſhip, and with all 'my worldly Goods T thee Endow; and at 
the concluſion of their Work; moſt plight their Troth' ene to another. 
Is this ſound Dottring ? Theſe Prieſts nſe to ſay the Scripture is their 
Rule, Bit. no Scripture” is there 'for certain for ſich doings as*thisz 
but againſt it (if this be an Oath) for Chriſt ſaith, Swear nor at alt; 
 bar”"rheſe Prieſts not only ' break "thi .CommanUment: themſtlves, but 
teach others'ſs to do alſo ;' and 1b xs Chriſt faith, are leaſt in the King-- 
dom of . Heaven \ Afd' Chrift' faith; * Thou ſhalt Worſhip the Lord thy God 


on'y, but theſe teach' People 'th Worſhip one another. And doth the - 


Prieſt examine" whether" this be 'trae; which' he* teacheth the Man- to 
- ſay to the Woman, -With all my Worldly Goods I thee Enilew ? Or they 
matter'not what. they 'do'? fo'as they cen ſfubber over the buſineſs an 

get Money: But that which makes all this the worſe, 'is, that icrmuſt 
be declared to be done in the 'Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Gboſt, 
though never ſo' unferiptural and corrupt. And therefore will the 
' Lord viſie for this' thing 316.” ! |. +7 2 ks 
" But from the beginning of Geneſis to the end of the Revelations, VT: 


: :do'nor find'that there is any Command from God, either for Prieſts. 

bk ' under {the Law,-or Miniſters nnder 'the Goſpel, to Marry People, nor: 

© mul 24 an Example that they did it. But.the true Goſpel wo vom | 
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Concerning Pjiefts of High Plies, Tc. 


4 1679 keeps himſelf pure to Chriſt out of the World's El Cuſtoms and Self. 
| i SEnds, leſt he.come under Condemnation-for partaking' with them in 


their Sins: For now is the Cry: gone forth fromthe. Lord, Come. out 
of: Babylon my People, left partaking with ber: 111 ber. Sins, ye partake alſo 
of her Plagues. Ang therefore whew People that pretend.mych; run into 
things. without the Heavenly, Call, it's go wonder to ſee: ſo.much Evil: 
attend their doings.; - reals | 

And, Laſtly, when they come to- Bury People, having begun fo 
badly, they continue ſo to- the end; for having:yſhered in the dead 
Body in their Superſtitious $urplice to the Grave, they muſt ſay, Earth 
to Earth, Aſhes to Aſhes, and Duſt to. Dxſt, in ſure. and certain hope of 


* Reſurreftion to Life Eternal, of all they ſo Bury. Is not this a ſore F- 


vil, toconclude fo dire&ly againſt ChriſPs words, who faith, Fob» 5. 
29. That ſome, not all, ſhall come forth to the Re/wrreftion of Life, 
and ſome to. the Reſurreftjon of Damnation. | But you ſay all, zt leaſt all, 
that come under your hands thus to be Buried, though they live and 
dye never ſo badly. Nay, theſe Buriers profeſs that they have a ſure 
and certain hope of it too, though oftentimes it ſo falls out, that they 
have no knowledge of the Party ſo Buried, neither of the Perſon Life 


/ nor Death. . But what ſhall be faid ro ſuch Prieſts and People whoſe 


Eyes are ſo blinded. with Evil Cuſtom and Covetouſneſs, that they 
heed not much what they ſay or do, but heap up Wrath againſt the day 
of Wrath, againſt their poor Souls. But the true Spititual Man, the 


: true Chriſtian, who is-a new Creature in Chriſt Jeſus, ſees all theſe 


things, and judges them and avoids them. 
And. now, as for the Sermons, Prayings, and, Preachings of ſuch 


- Corrupt Men as theſe, what ate they good. for, or what benefit hath 


or can your Souls, O People, expe&:to-reap from.them ? Can a corrupt 
Tree bring forth good Fruit, can Chaff Feed Peoples Souls ?. And he that. 
'hath not the Word it ſelf, which is.Spirit and Life, and as a Ham- 
mer and Fire; though he may ,have and run with the. Words that de- 
clare of it, as the Falſe Prophets of*old did, for filthy Lucre, yet he is 
but- a Dreamer and a Deceiver of his\own aad others Souls, Fer. 23. 
And though for Witneſſing againſt. ſuch as theſe do, I ſuffer Impriſon- 
ment, yet herein is my Joy, that the Lord hath deliver'd my Soul 
From the trouble which they lye in; and that I am accounted worthy 
to ſpeak for God againſt D<ceit.. So all People conſider what you have. 
to ds, for this is the day of the Revelation of all things reprovable ; 
and ſo whatever hatlr been hid in Darkneſs, is now by the true Light 
to be made manifeſt. And though the Wicked in their ſeveral -dark:.. 
Forms, dig as deep as Hell, and think to hide their Connſels and 
their Doings never ſo deep in the Dark, yet to this Day of God which J 
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is already Dawned, an in great Power ariſen, muſt they all come 16799 


forth to be judged, and: to receive every one a Reward according to we 2 


their Doings, without reſpet of Perſons or Profeſſions, as teſtifies 
his good Spirit in and by his Servant, 


Thomas T aylox. | 


And what alſo ſhall be ſaid to that one thing among@ many in your 
Communion, where it is ſaid to the Receiver of the Bread and Wine 
when the Prieſt delivers it, The Body or Blood of our Lord Feſus Chriſt 
preſerve thy Body and Soul uno Eternal or Everlaſting Life. Is This hold- 
ing the Form of Scripture Words, or of ſound Words, as the Apoſtle 
Exhorts? Do you-pray in Faith when you ſay theſe words, O Prieſts, 
or may it not be faid rather to you, who hath required this at your 
Hands. And do you conſider what Bodies aud Souls theſe People bave 
that you would have thus preſerved, are they clean, are they- pure, 

rfe&t, and Holy ; For ſuch as are preſerved udato. everlaſting Life - 
muſt firſt be ſuch, becauſe -no unclean- thing enters God's Kingdom. 
And the Church -that Chriſt preſents to himſelf is ſuch as: are San&i- 
fied, and throughly Waſhed by his Word from all Spot and Stain of 
Sin, Epheſ. 5-25, 26, 27- But what have you to do here, you miſera- 
.ble Offenders, who by your own daily and cuſtomary Confeſſion, have 
no Spiricual Health in you. So as 1/raePs outward Lepers were ſhut: 
out of the Camp by the Law, ſo out of the Fellowſhip of God*s Spi- 
ritual /fracl muſt the inward and Spiritual 'Lepers be kept this day : 
lt is ſo. | 
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To the Jury-Men of A ppleby. 


LL ye of the Jury (which is by laterpretation Swearers or 
| Sworn-Men) who are not yet come to Chriſt's Dofrine, where 
the Yea is the Yea, and the Nay is the Nay : Such, I ſay, of you who 
found the Bill, and brought in the Verdidt as it is called againſt me-for 
a Diſturber of the Peace, becauſe in Ob:dience to Ged I witneſN.d a- 
gainſt Deceipt publickly amongft you. Conſider, Do you know what 
you have done ? Do you know what Verdict ſignifies ? a Verdict ſounds 
in your Language as much as a true S1ying, or concluſion upon con- 
kderation of things in queſtion 3 and is yours brought is againſt me fo, 
; : on” .N | to 
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"To Judges and Rulers. © 


£36 bh 


"265 9 to that of God in all -your Conſciences 1 ſpeak, w hich if you had taken 


Counſel -at, and not your own Wills, you would not have call. d: 


| Good Evil, nor brought in ypur own words azainlt the- Innocent, for 


by judging this, which was done in me to be a Crime, do you nct con- 
demn the Holy Men of God, mentioned in Scripture, who were often 
commanded bf God; both contrary to their ewn Wills, and the Wills 
of all the World, to declare againſt the Sins both of Prieſls, Rulers, 
and People in the moſt publick Places and greateſt Meetings; yea, «nd 
moſt ſolemn Aſſmblies, as you may read in Scripture; and by this 
your Judgment, do you nct juſtifie thoſe in thoſe Days, who Perſecu» - 
ted the Prophets and Holy Men of God for their Witneſs ſake ; and 
ſo do what in you lics to bring the Judgments. of God vpon your own 
Heads; as thoſe in thoſe Days did, whe took Counſel, and not at the 
Spirit of God. So conſider what I ſay, and make. your Peace with 


God, for it is your own Sins, and not the words that were ſpoken 


through:me, which. have diſtorbed it, and:-broken it, and do no more 


fo: wickedly, for the Day of the Lord is upon- all th? Unrighteous of 


the-World, and in him have I Peace, who breaks no Peace but that 
of the Wicked, whoſe Peace God will break for ever; 2nd ſo you ha- 
ving time prize it, for this is the Day of your Viſitation, and a warn- 
ing to all your Souls, reſts % | 


| Thomas Taylor. 
From Appleby Goal. 


And farther conſider, how durft you ſay, or how dare you ſay, 
that what was done by me was done maliciouſly and wilfully, is there 
ro fear of God abiding in your. Hearts. Awake, awake to Righte- 
ouſneſs, for herein you have not done according to the knewiedge of 


God, I ſpeak this to your Shame. 


OOOT—_—Y 


| To Judges and Rulers. 


H*%: O-Judges and Rulers! and kearken, O all Pcople ! the Lord 


| hath a Controverſie with you ; your Teachers have deceived you, 
and you that have followed them are deſtroyed :. You are full of Strifes 
and Debates, your Iniquities are-increafed, your Afſizes are fall, your 
Fat overfiows, your Pride: and Vain-glory, with your Profeſfion, is- 
grown: high and in the: open Sun-are: theſe.things manifeſt; and you. 
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- are grown a hcavy Burden, ſo.that the pure God will ſpeedily caſe him» 1658. 
ſcif of you, for the Soul of the Rightzous is grieved, with hearing and wyw © 
ſecgipg what is daily done amongſt you. Therefore, while you have 
rime all.prize it, for this is the day of your Viſitation, andiq this day 
ſhall no Hypocrite, nor Worker of Inijquity, be able to ſtand : As wits» 
nefſeth the'Spirit of the Lord God in and by his Servant 
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Th:mas T aylor. | 
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A Teftimony of Truth. 


ANY are the Enemies of the Glory of Chriſt in: this his day, 
who threugh their wilfol and affected Ignorance, would ſet up : ger 
' a Faith in the People, that purifies not their Hearts £6 God, nor pre= << 2 
ſents them Spotleſs and without Sin in his fight, carrying: the poor b_ 
Pcople in hand, that they may be Chriſtians and abide in Chriſt, though 
they Sin ar.d do Evil, dire&ly contrary to the plain DeQrine of the 3 
Scripture, 1 John 3. 3,6, 7, 8,9. which John ſaith, And ye (towitthe ' 
Brethren) know that he (to wit Chriſt) was manifeſted to take away our, Fe. 
Sins, and in bim # no Sin: Whoſcever abideth in him ſinneth not : Whoſo« £ 
ever ſinneth, bath not ſcen him, nor k;. own hjm.. And amongſt theſe Ene- 
mies of Chriſt's Kingdom and Glory, are found even, many who highly 
profeſs. him in words, who therefore would be accounted better than 
others; yet upon true Search and Tryal, areas [goorant of the Myſtery 
of God and Chrift asany; as was yeſterday manifeft by two of their 
Teachers z one whereof affirmed,” That even the Perfe&tion wrought 
by or in Chrift, was not Sinlcfs: And the other denying, and. going 
about with all his might to prove, That this plain Scripture here ſec 
down, mult cot-be underſtood literally as it ſpeaks; nor. that other 
Verſe 9.:of this forementioned Chapter, which ſaith, Hhoſorver is. born 
of God, doth not cammit Sin; for his Seed remaineth in him, aud he cannot 
Sin, becauſe he is born of God, .But it muſt, ſaith he, be -vnderſtood 
ſome other way than ,the 1<trer 1peaks, otherwiſe (faith hc) ic woald S 
m-k&, Pcople go out of their-Wits,.. W hat none born of God:that Sips? +- 7 
Cay: Pcople, live and not. $1n.?. or. to'this purpoſe. [1 will brings 3 
Scriptu;e, Gith be, to prove,. That theſe: words of Fob have' ſome _— © 
- other meaning} and not to be underſtood licerally as they ſpzak.. Yer. 2 
N 2 1 F ff. Ofta d, a 
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A Teſtimony of Truth. 


16 58 H.Oſland, in one of his Papers, ſays, They follow the 'Lamb in all his 


ways. Which Prof-ſſion of bis, though it be moſt Falſe, as is mani- 
feſt, yet from h's words I demand, Whether ſuch as follows the Lamb 
in all Fis ways; -or whitherſoever he goes, do Sin, Yeaor Nay ? Is not 
| the Lamb's way vndefiled ? Andthey that walk in that way. are nnde- 
filed, are they not ? Are not theſe the Called, and Faithful; and Choſen ? 
And then he turned to the Book of Eccleſiaſtes, Chap. 9. 3. which ſaith, 
Yea, alſe the he.:rt of the Sons of Men 1s full of Evil, and Madneſs 38 in their 
hear t while they live, and ajter that they go to the Dead. To which was 
anſwered, Ttis ſhews only the State of Man by Nature in the Fall, and 
fo.under the Law and Curſe, and doth. not at all concern the Goſpel- 
Difpenſation, which Miniſters Righteouſneſs and Life to the Soul, and 
gives a new, clean and wiſe Heart, according to the Bleſſed Promiſe that 
faith, 1 nill giveth: @ new Heart, and Ciicamciſe their Hearts, that they 
may ſear me, ſaith God, According to that bleſſed DoCQtrine of the 
Apoſtles, which ſaith, Ts fuch as really believed in-Chrift, aid ſo were 
net under the Law, but under Grace, ye are God's Workmanſl:ip, created in 
Chriſt Frſus unto good Works, which God hath ordained you ſhall walk in therr, 
What will this Contender go on in his Blindneſs, Blaſpheming and ſay- 
ing, That Madneſs is in the Hearts of theſe while they live, 2nd that 
theſe new Creatares, in Chriſt Jeſus, are full of Evil in their Hearts 
while they live, ac.d ſo'go to the Dead. O Sad, that ever ſuch ſhovld 
take upon them to be Teachers of others, -and -be {9 Iznorant of the 
Soſpel- Myſtery themſelves: And therefore Woful and Miſerable muſt 
.. needs the Condition of all ſuch be that follow them ; for as Chrift ſaid, 
If the Blind lead the Blind, they wiiſt both*fall into tie Ditch; and in the 
Ditch th:y are both, in'this day of God, menifeſted to be; and that 
which makes their Sin out of meaſure iinful,” is their Unwilingneſs to 
come ort of it, though 6ne do reach never fo loving a hand of help 
' unto them: Alſo by this we know, that they are no Mcſſengers of 
God, who cannot put a difference betwixt the Precions and the Vile, 
to wit, between ſuch #s are under the: Curſe of the Law; and fuch as 
are under Grace; to wit, betwixt ſuch} as are born after the Flefh, and 
ſuch as are born after the 'Spirit. But here the Apoſtle Jo, a true 
Miniſter of Jeſus, put the real difference, when he ſaid inthe fore- 
mentioned Epiltie and Chapter, Ver. 7, 8 & ro. Little Children, let no- 
Han deceive you; He that doth Righteouſneſs, u Righteous, even a4 be (to” 
wit, Chriſt) 4s Righteous, ' He that commiiteth Sin is of the Devil, ſor the 
- Devil frumneth from the'beginning * For this pirpoſe the Son of God was mani» 
feſtea, that be might drffioy the Works of the Devil, And in this the Chil- 
aren of God are mariteft, ard the Children of the Devil : Whoſorver doth 
" not Rigbreoſneſ1, is-not of God, So Wo to all evil'Doers, and unclean- 

| | | hearted 


$. & by Chriſt are d:livered from both, and {at.d into the Holy Life 
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it is in Jeſus, but.ia your Wearts ſuffer Madneſs and Folly to reſt, and 
i2 your Hearts continue full of Evil while-you live, and fo with the 
Dead ly: down ia Sorrow. Bot on the other hand, Bleſſed and Happy 
for'everare all you who have .b:lieved in the Light.Chriſt Jeſus, and 
abide in him with Thankſgiving, your. Cup daily overflows with Hea> 
yenly Bleſſings, from his Heavealy Fullneſs, and. ye are Compleat in 


him who is che Head of all Principality and Yower, and in whom are. 
hid all che Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge; and in him abiding,  * 


you daily. w.inefs his Circumciſion in you, which is made withqut Hands, 
in putting off the Body of the Sins of the Fleſh, -and not Keeping on you 
the Body of the Sins of the Fleſh, as the Hypocrites do, who only talk 
of Chriſt, but in his Litz donot walk. : | 

So all Dear People, who love your own Souls, and would know the 
Salvation that is in and. by Chriſt Jeſus, come out from amongſt them 
that -plead for the .D2vil's hold, which is. Sin, Eolly and Madnels, to 
bein Peoples Hearts while they live, as though the, Son of God were 
not come: to deſtroy the Devil's Work, which is Sin, and ſotocleanſe 
the Heart, Soul and Conſcience to Gnd from Sin. - And'being come out 
frem amonglt theſe Blind Guides, you wilkcome Savingly in the Light of 
- -Jeſus, :that:Jeazds forth from them (all you that follow the Light) to 
know daily more and more the things. that belong. to your Eternzl 


Fedce wa FA | | i 
Alfo to ſet forth the Frui:s of theſe Teachers, how little they pro- 


fit them that follow them, becauſe they have run and God never ſent. 


them, -I ſhz1] mention. one Pallage which ] bad with ſome of theſe Non-- 
conforming-Prieſts Followers at Staffird; for I being moved of. the 
Lord. to' gg amongſt'them,. they. did not 01Jy violently hawl me forth 
with their hands, and threarniig Perſecution to me from the Mayor, 


but alſo- oppoſed the Bleſſed DoCrine of Sinleſs PerfeQion by Chriſt, | 


with an Argument, - directly one in nature with that which Prielt 
Oflar:d, one of their Teachers, yeſterday brought-to the-ſame end, as 
is ſaid, ard it was this, Rom. 3.1o, &c. There 1s none Righteors, ne, not 
oe: There is none that wnderſtandeti), there is none that ſeeketh afrer God, 
None that doth go0d, wor knows the way of. Peace, nor bave any fear. of God 
before t:eir Eyes, but Deſiraltion and Miſery are in all ihew ways, QC. 
Now when they had bronzhr this, 1 could not but ſomewhat wonder 
to ſee ſuch groſs lgaorance of the' Goſpel ta fach a Profeſling People, 
for 'wh5 could fo hive abuſed and wreited Scripture, as to bring the 
wretched State of {uch as are maniteſtly declared by their Works, ta 

be under the Law and Curſe, to prore againſt the Happy State ot ſth 


| hearted ones, who believe not; the Truth, nor receive the Truth, as 1 658 b 
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21658 of God's own Righteouſneſs. "Ad To theſe Proteſſors, who knew not 
ye.God nor Chriſt, are hying ai} theſe heavy Charges vpon.God's EleR, 


| 78__ © To all woxthipperg in. the Outward Court. 
= - -whom he juſtifieth. © What have Chris Members no tear 'of . God be- 
| 


fore their Fyes?. And do not they know the way of Peace, but Deſtry- 
tion and Mifery in all their Ways, like the' wicked World, whoſe 
Mouths muſt he ſtopped ;' yea, yea, praited be the Lord ' for. Ever ; 
the Day-ſpring frem on high bath vilited vs thar fate in Darkneſs, and 
the true Light now fhineth, that hath led' the Zion of God out of all 
thoſe Condemnable Things before- mentiored, into the Way of Life, 
Truth, Holineſs, and Peace, Glory to his Name for Ever.- | 
- And ſo by this it appears wy like theſe Prielts and their - Followers 
are, all ſucking at the Breaſts of that Myſtical Whore and-/Dragon that 
oppoſes the'Lamb, and his Followers, bur the Lamb ſhaſl always have 
the Victory, as he hath this Day, Glory to his Name over all: For a 
Poice came out of the Throne (ſaith Fohr, Rev. 19. 5. ) ſaying, Praiſe our 
God all ye his Servants,” and all ye that fear 'him ſmall and. great > And 1 
heard as it were the Vojce of a'preat AMultitiede, -and as the Veice. of many 
| Waters, and as theVoice of mighty Thunderings, '{aying, Allelnja;- for the 
Lord God Omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad, and rejoice, ard gite to- 
m0ur t0-him, for the Marriageof the Lamb is come, and his Wife hath made 
ber ſelf ready; and to her was gmarted that ſhe ſhould be arrayed in fine Lin- 
nem, clean and white ; for the fine Linnen us the Righteouſneſs of Saints: And 
is not this Garment ſinlefs, and withour ſpot ? Yea, yea, Ard bleſſed 
are they that are called to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. Amen. 
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To all that are: Wonthipping' m-the- Outward 
Court, withoue God in toe: World, in; di- 
verſe Forms. - EF. 
"HE Fternal Truth of Got is now making i-felf-manifeſt in Sons 
and Danghters, Servants*and Handrwaids, according to Scrip- 

a8 ture, and the Lord God of Heaven and Farth to his own.Giory 15 ral- 
af fing vÞ his own Seed by his own Power, and in this Day of ours work- 
28 ing that Work and Worder which the Children of the. Night cannot 
helieve, thorgh it be to1d rhem. _And now is the Searcher of Hearts 
appeared, and !he hidden things of-Eſan are in ſearching up. and J1dg» 


 ment'b: gins to take hold.upon Old Ely's Houſe, ani the Vengeance of J _ 
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| Appearance? Luke 13. 34,35. Andis it not ſo with you? And- 4 
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To.all 2ozlhippers inthe Outward Court.” 


the Almighty ujon his Prophane Sons ; And. now that theſe things are1659. 
in doing, the Powers of Darkneſs band themſelves together to keep out wyes 
the Judgment, bur all 11 vain, for the Conſumptiondecreed muſt over= 
flow in Righteouſn:1s, and the Hail ſhall. [weep away the Refuge of- 
| Lies in Prieſt and People, and all Fellowſhips acd Communions af Peo- 
pte, whoſe Hearts ar© in the Earth, and whoare covered, but.not with 
the Spirit of the Lord, muſt be caſt out, and have their Portion with; 
the Hypocrites, where is weeping, and wailing ,, and gnaſhing of 
Tetth for Ever. And now that Chriſt Jeſus, the True Light, is ari- 
ſing, "the Children.of the Night, Who love Darkneſs rather than Light, - 
becauſe their Dieds are evil, are inventing albmanner of falſe: Covers, and: 
falſe. Arguments, to hide their Nakednels and Shame withal ; ,but the. 
Judgment of.this Light they cannot avoid, for ft-is to ,give to every 
Man according to his Dzeds. And now therefore all ye Teachers of the 
People awake, and ariſe to Jadgment, and bring your Deeds to- the 
Light, and you Prircipal of the Flock come forth, for the words of the: 
Lord by Fereny his Prophet, Chap, 25,. Ver. 34, 35, 36-.are now. to 
tave their perfe& Accompliihment- upon. you... And .thefe are the. 
ſyords, Howl ye Shepherds, and cry, and wallow your ſelves in the. Aſhes, 
ye Principal of the Flock, for the Days of Yo Fas and your Diſper ſions 
are accompliſhed, and ye ſhall fall like a pleaſant Veſſel, and the Shepherds 
ſhall have no way to flee, nor the Principal of the Flock, to, eſcape :. A woict of 
the Cry of the Shepherds, and an Howlirg of the Principal of the Flock ſhall be- 
heard, for th: Lord hath ſpoilcd their Paſture. - Now he that -haih an Ear 
tet him hear what the Spirit of the Lord hath here commanded to-belefc 
inwriting; And ſee aad confider, all yod that are under the Wo. of- 
theſe words, even all you who are called of Men Maſters, with your El- 

.* ders and Officers, and Repent, for where will- you hide your ſelves ?' 
And where will ye leave your Glory ? For the Lion of the Tribe of Fu- 
dab is ariſen, andit is God, and not Man, Spirit, and not Fleſh, that: 
is pleading with ye ; and the Powers of the Earth, aid the Wiſdom of- 
the Beaſt will not ſhelter you, nofſccure- you from the Wrath of him 
thatſits upon the. Throne, and of the Lamb. For now though you be - 
changed, as to the outward form, ſomewhat from the way of your 
Forefathers, yet in the ſame Nature and Steps, as to. the ſubſtance of: 
Things, are ye found ; for were they juſtly caſt out for fecding them= 
ſelves, and notthe Flock ? Ezck. 34. And iSit notſo with you? And: 
did not. their Houle become deſolate, becauſe they. ſtnck to the Shadows, . 
and denied, yea, Crucified the Lord: of Life, .the- Subſtance, in his: 


notthe Spirit of the Lord grieved then to ſee that filthy and horr 
thing committed in the. Land, to.wit, to ſe. the- ans 4.775 
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Co all wo2ſhippers in the Outward Court. 


tally, ard to ſee the Prieſts bear rule by their means, and to ſee' the. 
People love to have it ſo? Jer.5. 30,31. And is i&-not ſo-found now 
with you? And was it not the Spirit of the Lord that moved to Cry 
2minit ſuch then as ſtood for Watchmen over the People, and yet were 
Blind and Ignorant, yea, as Dumb Dogs, and greedy, which could 
riever have enough.; ſuch Shepherds as could not underſtand, who all of 
them looked to their own way, every one for his Gain from his Quar- 
ter? //a. 56. 10. 11. And is it not- with you ſonow ? And were not 
the People a prey to the Enemy of the Soul, when things were thus 
with thzm then as it is now? And was it not for the Covetouſneſs and 
Cruelty of the Teachers of the People, that the Lord brought his 
Judgments upon them, ſo that they had no Anſwer of Ged, Micah 3. 
$,6, 7. asitisnow ? And what was it that made the Prieſts contemp- 
tible and bafſein the Eyes of the People, but their horrible Breach of 
God's Covenant? ' Mal. 2.8, 9. As it -is now. And therefore ye 
Proud Men called Miniſters and Teachers of the People in the High 
Places in Exgland, and elſewhere, who have made a Covenant with 
Hell and Deadh, 'as thoſe of Old did in Feruſalem earthly ; hearken, and 
- giveear, for the Lord hath a Controverſie with you, as he had with 
- your Fathers, who were in Covenant with the Powers:of Darkneſs, to 
cepthe People in Blindneſs and Ignorance from the true Light and 
Life then,'as 1s your continued Cuſtom now ; for ſaith #Zo/ca in his Day 
by the Spirit of the Lord, 4s 4 Troop of Robbers wait for a Man, ſo the 
Company of Prieſts Murther in the way by conſent, for they commir lewdreſs, 
Hoſ. 6.9. Andis it not ſo with you-now ? Sceand try, and let that 
of God in all Conſciences give Judgment, and beth-your ſelves, and all 
your Congregations, ſee and corſider, and fear the. Lord, and be not 
Mockers, leſt your Bands be made ſtrong , Is it not ſo with you now, as 
itwas with them of Old, which the Lord fent 1/aiab his Prophet to de- 
clare againſt, Chap. 29. to whom theſe words were ſent, Ver. 9, &c. 
Stay your felves 2nd nonder, &c. ( Here the words to the 15th Verſe 

were written at large ; and after them) ſee and conſider, is not this 
\ Jour Condition ? Andare you not worſhipping in the oldneſs. of the 
Letter, and the earthly Spirit, and not in the newneſs of the Spirit 
of Chriſt, and the Heavenly Wiſdom, which is pure, peaccable, and 
full of the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, without Partiality, without Hypo- 
criſie. And therefore wilt the Fire of the Lord be hard-to endure by 
you ; for now the Sinners jn Sion are afraid, and fearfulneſs ſurprizeth the 
Hypocrites, becauſe of the Everlaſting Burnirgs |, ſee Iſa. 33.14. And +» 

take warning while time is, for this is the Day of the Lord's Vilitation, 
_ and witnelſled by his Spirit in his Servant, b 
4 Thomas Taylor,  Þ 
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To Willigm Thornton, called Juftice, art 
Hipſwell, in York-/hire, Divulged for the 
Information of other moderate Enquirers 


after the Lord. | 


RIEND, I have received thy Lines, in anſwer to thoſe I ſent 

thee; and thou doſt rightly conceive of the ground of my wri- 
ting them to tkee; for it was indeed out of pure Love to that which 
lieth in the Death in thee, thy Soul, unto which I ſpoke (though in 
the Death) to hearken to the Light of God that ſhines in thy dark 
Heart; for the Goſpel is Preached to the Impriſoned Souls, who are 
dead in Sins and Treſpaſſes, that the dead may hear the voice of the 
Son of God, (even of Jeſus Chriſt, who is the Goſpel it. {elf, the true 
Light and Lifei of Men, who ſhines in Darkneſs, though the Darkneſs 
do not comprehend it) and ſo live. And if thou haſt an Ear within 
open, thou may'ſt hear what here is ſpoken, and ſo there will be no 
contradiction in directing thee to a pure Principle, to attend ro the 
pure Light, of God within, freely given to gufde to himſelf; but thou 
wilr, if rhon be*ſt once indeed turned to the Teachings of that Light 
of God in thee, which ſhows thee thy Sin and Death daily, and calls 
to Repentance and Faith, ſee clearly that the ContradiCtion lies in the 
diſobedient Nature within in thy ſelf, as in all others without Excepti- 
on, of what form or way of Religion (lo called) whatſoever, that 
are Uiſobedient to the Light : But, dear Heart, ſo long as thou 
jadgeſt of Spiritual things in thy . Natural Reaſon, as here thou doſt, 
how m-ny ſeeming ContradiQions will there be in the Writings of the 
Holy Prophets and Apoſtles, which nerer can be-reconciled to that 
falPn Wiſcom, but are-a!] in Unity only to thoſe that are n:w Born. in 
God, from before whoſe Eyes the Veil is done away in Chriſt, who is 


the Wiſdom of Gecd, and the Power of God to all that receive h,m in. 


Love, but a ſtumbling Block, and Rock cf Offence to the Jews! ard 
fooliſhneſs to the Gree:s, who ſtumble and ar2 offended at the ſtum- 
bling Stone (the Light within,) through Difobedience, as faith the 
Scripture : And therefore here will be thy Wiſdom, even to ceaſe 
from Man. whoſe Breath is in his Noſtrils, and all the Wiſdom of his 
Words and Teachings which are without, and which ſtand in rhe 
Will of Man ; and as was ſaid before, to hearken to the alone Trzche 
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h he of:God; and Chriſtians, when. old things are not paſſed away from 


— 


{ 1659 ings of the Spirit of God, the Light wherewith Chriſt hath enlight- 
| &YV ned thee within, which ſtand in a daily croſs to thy own Will and 


Reaſon and of all Men, and caft off eyery weight and burden of Sin 
that hinders thy Soul from running the ways of God's Commandments, 
as in that Light they 2re-diſcovered to thee z and ſo the Pezm being 
removed out of thy Eye, and Judgment bronght forth into Viftory in 
thee, thou wilt ſce clearly into the Myſtery of Truth, as it is in Jeſus, 
which yet truly, the Veil of dark Fleſh being unremoved. in thee, hin- 
,ders that thou canſt not; and therefore in the Fear of God, fink down. 
into the deepeſt Hymility, and willingly become a Fool, that thou may'(ſt 
be wiſe; for to Repentance thou muſt come, which yet thou haſt not 
come unto, before' thou enter the Kingdom ;' to that, in thy Conſci- 
ence do I ſpeak, which will ſhow thee this to be true, hearkening to 


"It, though the Enemy at preſent in thee, it ſeems, whiſpers other- 


wiſe, Oh! the Serpent 4s more ſubtil than any Beaſt of the Field, 
and -hath deceived the whole Generation of the firſt Man, and doth, 
and therefore his Head being not yet bruiſed in thee, cauſcth thee to 
cover, but not with the Spirit of theLord ; and ſo the Woe will meet 
thee, till his Head be bruiſed in thee by the Seed of the Woman, 
which way ſocver thou. turn thy ſelf. Therefore muſt thou paſs a 
Krait Gate, as all the Children of God have and do, before thou 
come to Feed 'ba the Tree of Life; even the fiery flaming Sword 
muſt thou pafs, which is in the Hand of a Cherubin, which yet thou 
haſt not paſled, and therefore thy own Life and Strength yet remain, 
which 'yet muſt go, or thy Soul Periſhes for ever ; for that Sword 
muſt . cut down the Subtilty, that that which hath led out from God 
may not lead to God ; for it cannot, hut the Simplicity (through the 
deſtruCtion' of the ſubtile Serpentine Wiſdcm ) muſt enter, which 


\ breathes after God to do_ his Will, that muſt enter by Jeſus Chriſt. 


And for that thou preſſes the neceſſity of a ſearch, by what Spirit I 
was ated in Writing, and that becauſe, as thou ſay'ſt, theſe are 
Times of ſtrong Deluſien,wherein Multitudes are Captivated, ec. Thou 


Fe ,-may*ſ know, that though it be true, that many are Captivated by 
=” _, Satan now, as at other times, and ſtrongly deluded, yet neither in 


theſe Times, nor any other, were any Captivated in thoſe Deln- 


+ fins,” but fach only. as received not the Truth in the Love of it, but 


have Pleaſure in Unrighteouſneſs ,- even ſuch as turn the Truth of 
God into a Lye, and holding it in Unrighteouſneſs, becoming vain 
in their 1maginations, worſhipping and ſerving the Creature more 
than the Creator. And ſnach. God in Juſtice doth indeed give up to 
believe a Lye, and to be ſtrongly deluded by thinking themſelves to" 
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them, much leſs all things become new; and ſuch are they alſo thats 
the God of the World hath blinded the Minds of ſach who are mind- gayw. 


Fu 


ing Eartbly Things, who live in the Luſt of Uncleannefs, turning the 
Grace of God into Waatonneſs, having. indeed a form of Godlinefs, 
but denying the Pawer, the daily Croſs, loving the Friendihip of this 
periſhing Evil World, and the things thereof, as the Luſt of the Eye, 
the Luſt of the Fleſh, and the Pride of Life, making it hereby mani= 
feſt, they know not the true God in his Power and bis Purity within 
them, but Worſhip they know not what, a God at a diſtance, far 
away from them, and a Chriſt by hear-ſay. And now, Friend, conſider 
ſerioully, ,and lay theſe things to Hemxrt; for to thy Conſcience, in the 


ſight of God, I ſpeak, Doſt not thou love the: things of this World ? 


Art thou in Soul indeed ſeperate from:them ? Doſt thou not love 
Finenefs in Apparel, Fineneſs in Dwelling, Fineneſs in Meat and 
Drink, Finenelis-in Speech, and Conformity to the- World in their 
vain Faſhions and Cuſtoms .in many other things ?- I ſay unto thee in 


tender Love, God is no reſpetter of Pefſons, and doſt thou reſpe& +. 
Perſons ! \Art not thou more afraid to Offend ſome than others, and 


more careful ro pleaſe ſome than others, and that becauſe of the Per- 
ſon? Friend, let me ſpeak plainly to thee, hath not thy fear of dif- 
plealing thy Carnal Relations, now. at Z#5p/wel, been a cauſe of thy 
ſtrangeneſs tous; I know it is not altogether ( as thou writeſt that) 


becauſe thon thinks us deluded, that thou art ſo eſtranged from our 


Fellowfhip, which once thou ſeemed to Love; but ſome other thing; 
the Light in thy Conſcience will let thee ſee what itis: Ah! the Croſs, 
the Croſs tion muſt bear, if thou ſhouldſt now own us, will be, I fear, 
found in the Matter, though I know it wyll be heard to confeſs it,if thou 
hearken to the Serpent, and- not to the pure voice the Light of God 
in thy Conſcience. Dear Heart, conſider it is not every one that ſaith 


Lord, Lord, fball enter into the Kingdom of God, as the Scriptare ſ:ith, * 


and thou wilt, I know, acknowledge, but thoſe only that do the "Will of 
the Heavenly Father, which is Perfe&t and Holy ; and though thou look 


at it now as'ſomething harſh to be told of Diſſembling with the Loxgd * b 


withto, yet I know through the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt in me, if 
ever thou come to ſee in T:uth the deep Deceitfulneſs' of the Hzart 
of Man, thou wilt ſee a diſſembling Nature lie lurking within thee ug- 
der many Vails, which' now thou ſeeſt not, and though thou ſay. now, 


Lord let thy Kingdom come, thy Wyll be done in Earth as. it is in Heavuen, 


yet then when God comes to {et up his Kingdom in thee, and fo to' ad- 
vance his Son Jeſus Chriſt in thee, in the deftr:&ion of the Kingdom 
of the Devil, and of all thy own Wiſdom, Glory, and Idols, and fo to 


do his Will-in thy Earthly Heart, in ſhaking its Foundations, and Lyrn- 
| O 2 | Ing 4 
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b 659ing it up with the Increaſe thereof, thou wilt find ſomething in thee 
1 d ſtrongly Gainſaying; yea, even Fighting and Oppoſing to Death, 


which yer. thou art not acquainted with, and ſecretly wiſhing, that 
the way were not fo narrow, but that thy 1bmact might live b:fore him, 
how much more in the ſwelling of Fordan will ic be hard, when 1/aac 
is called for alſo ; but thou muſt witneſs a forſaking of the World, 
and the Religion thereof, before thou ſee thy 1ſaac Born, as did A- 


| brabam the forfiking of his own old Country, and the rej:Qion of 


his fleſhly Begetting, his Bond-Child 1bmacl, before the promiſed Seed 
appeared ; now if thy Ear be opened, thou wilt this alſo hear. And 
for { many being beſotred with the lofty Notions and Expreſſions of 
ſome refined Monks thou ſpeaks of, thou had dealt. Ingenioully if thou 


" had(t told whzrein eitherI, or others with whom 1 have Fellowſhip 


in th2 Goſpel of the dear Son of God, are found Guilty ; for. if the 
Scripture Expreſſions be ſuch, we cannot deny them, though a 452k 
fhould fay the fame; but I know thou canſt not, from any ſound Ground 
in thy ſelf, believe that we have Intimacy with ſuch as -are called 
Monks, but thou art couſened into this Conceit by the falſe Reports 
of the envious and blind World, who do what they can to hinder the 
pure Truths progreſs, as they ever did by all means poſſible, together 
with what thy own miſapprehenſion of us hath ſuggeſted to thee, But 
herein is our Joy, that Men ſpeak all manner of Evil of us falfly, for 
the Names. ſake of Feſus Chriſt, whom alone, through Grace we own 
for our Saviour and Guide, and not another; and therefore it js that the 
World: hates us becauſe we cannot follow rhent in their Ohedience ro 
the Spirit of this World, as they do And therefore, as 1 ſaid .before, 
ſo in love [ adviſe thee again, not to truſt in that vain Relizion, that 


- thou art yet unſeperated from, which ſtands in outward Obſervations, 


which hath not ſo. much as a promiſe of PerfeAion in it, where th-r2 
is yet, lo here, and lo there is Chriſt, where there is a Temple made nith- 
Hinds, and a mention of Sins nntaken away continually, as in the time 
of Moſes's Law, which was a ſhadow for a time, and coply make no- 
thing perfe&, ſeeing perfeCtion was to be brought to Light in Jeſus 
Chrilt, the ſubſtance of all Shadows, Types, and Figures: And they 
that were Preachers of the Goſpel prexched Perfettion in: him; And 
wheres Chriſt the Subſtance, the Lamb of God was manifeſted in any, 
i was for the taking away of Sin and pzrfefting in Holineſs, and (6 
they could dirett others. And ſrith the Scripture, Eph, 4. 10, &c. 
Hz that deſcend:d is the ſame alſo that aſcended far above all Havens, 
that be might fil al things, and he gave ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophers, and 
fom: Evangelift:;, and: ſome Paſtors and Teachers ( he himſelf gave them, 
and not Men) for the'perfetting of the: Saints, for the work of the Miniſtrv, 
for- .+ 
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meaſare of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt, And this being ſo, it is 
ſomething ſtrange thou ſhoutiſt fo: far forget, as to ſay, thou knew not 
of any Text, in the whole Book of God, which doth pfomiſe to the 
People of God Perfetion in this Life. For though as in Heb. 7. 19.- 
The Law ( which ſtood in outward Obſervations) mare nothing perfeth, 
yet the bringing in of 4 better hope (which hope is Chriſt, in the Saints 
a hope of Glory) did , by which they draw nigh unto Godz Having their 
Hearts ſpriniled from an evil Conſcience, and their Bodies waſhed with pure 
Water, Heb. 10. 22. And therefore there was a neceſſity of diſanulling 
of the Letter Commandment going before, becauſe of the weakneſs 
and unprofitablenefs of it, as in the 18. ver. of that 7. cap. And fo 
Friend, the reaſon of thine, and all the World's ImperfeCtion, is un- 
belief and diſobedience to the Spirits teaching within, whereby the 
Soul is kept in the outward Court and Temple, and ſo- not coming. 
through the Vail, the Fleſh, which only is rent in the Death of Chriſt, 
the Holieſt of all is not come into, where there is PerfeQtion, which: 
Perfection indeed is not known in the Life and Glory,' which is: of 


the firſt Man, which ſtands in the Law of a carnal Commandment; but 


' in the” Power of an endleſs Life, without begining or end of Days 
which alſo if thou haſt an Ear thou: may*ſt hear, and the Lord give: 
thee underſtanding that thy Soul may live, and not remain in-Death, for 
the Letter Kill:th, but the Spirit gives Life. And' for my own -Attain- 
ments, which thou calls tmaginary Tranſcendent, thop knows: I ſaid 
nothing of my ſclf in particular; and therefore be adviſed to beware: 
of chat Spirit chat pats off wholſome Advice by evil Judzings and Sur- 
milings concerning the Adviſers : For, for my own part, | acknowledge: 
my ſelf to have nathing of my own to boaſt of, bur to be by the Grace: 
of God what I truly am, and that Grace is my Sufficiency, and rejoyce 
in this to ſe the ſtrength of Chriſt perfe&ted in- my Weakneſs, but: 
Wickedneſs he Deſtroys, and will not allow of any work of Iniquity 
in a1y, and {> in my Condition am: I preſſing forward to the Reſar- 
rettion from the' Dead, through the daily Death ; and though I have' 
not fully actained, yet I ſee-every Gift of God to be pezrfett, and thoſe: 
that re(t in Chriſt, reſt from Sin, and there are perfe&t:; and-ſo whom: 
the Son ſets free are free indzed from Sin, and that where Chrilt is: 
receeived, there is Power received to become a Child of God, and 
there the work of the Devil is deſtroyed, which is Sin ;- ſeeing he that: 
com mits Sin is got bo God, but is a Servant of Sin, and-ſo a 


-, Child of the Devil; ArEtherefore its time for all to haſt- out of the+ _ * 
- Spiritual Sodom: and Egyprt-of Sin and: ſeparation: from God, leſt the* 
Es ol Wrath: 


for the edijying the Body of Chriſt, till we all com 10 the Unuy of the 1659 


Faith, ard the knowledge of the Son of God unto a perfett Man, unto the (NN: 
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1659 Wrath'that hangs over fall on, and there being, no Remedy nor Eſcape. 
Wav And for that thou entreats me to beware of the confuſed Notions and 
FF” great words of Facoh Bewman, and ſuch like frothy Scriblers (as thou 
An diſdain art pleagd to term them) who thou ſay*ſt may hereafter 
Prove broken Reeds to thoſe who now admire them ; tiou may?ſt 
know, that thoſe who follow the Light-of Jeſus Chriſt, wherewith he 
hath ealightned them in Spirit, which leads them orderly up out of 
the falPn Eſtate of Sin and Separation from God into the Kingdom of 
-perfe@ Righteouſneſs and Fellowſhip with himſelf, and lean not to any 
, Man that can Deceive, but have all one Maſter and Teacher, which is 
Chriſt ; in them all the Head, and they need not that any Man teach 
them, but as the Anointing leads them they are ſafe, and this the Scri- 
-pture-witnefſeth. And by the Holy Anointing in them ; as alſo ſaith 
* the Scriptore, they try all things, both Men and Writings, Words 
-and Works, and do ſeparate the Precious from the Vile, and know 
_ therein what to chuſe, what to refuſe, as the Mouth tryeth Meat, and 
.yctare not Wiſe, as Men count: Wiſdom, but Fools to the World, and 
their Wiſdom is in their Head, hid from the World, which is Chriſt 
-the Myſtery, their Eye, and ſo the truly wiſe Man's Eye is in his 
- Head, and ſo their Guide and Teacher is not Men or Means (as they 
+ are called) without them, but their Teacher is within in the midſt of 
-Shem,. ahd. not removed into a Corner ; and if-any ſpeak not according 
#0 that Word: within, it is becauſe they have no Movings in them. 
- And if (thou -be*ſt humble- minded indeed thou wilt in Self-denial, bear- 
ing a daily Cxofs to thy own Will and Wiſdom, wait with theſe ſimple 
Children and Babes of God in ſilence of Spirit to hear what the Spi- 
rit and Light of Chriſt ic ſelf alone, and not another ſpeaks within 
- thee; and this thou wilt find to be a ſtraiter way than ever yet thou 
walked in when thy Mind muſt be kept in the Croſs, ard not have li- 
. betty to feed upon any viſible or audible created Word, Writing, or 
Thing, but oaly upon the pure, immortal, and increated eternal 
- Word of-God within; then will the Serpent Rage, and the earthly 
Mind Famiſh, when it can come by no earthly Food. And for thy 
light Expreſflions of Facob Bewmen, (the reſt thou names nor, and. ſo I 
can ſay nothing punRually of them) Iknow in moſt things he ſpeaks 
a Parable to thee yet, and-ſo-his Writings may well be lightly <ſteemed 
of by thee ; but there is that in his Writings. which, if ever thy Eye be 
opened, will appear to be a ſweet unfolding of the Myſtery "of God, 
- aud of Chriſt, in divers” particulars, according. to his Gift. And 
therefore: beware of ſpeaking''Evil of jgþqp, which thou know'lt not, 
Jeſt thou! come under Judas Reproof. © Bug,deat Heart, thy poor Soul 
NOT yet freed, as | ſaid before, trom the guidance of Selt- Wiſdom, 
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thou traveleſt in a Satisfattion with that which therein only thou'canft 
comprehend, and not only fo, but therein alſo takes npon thee ta. 


jadge that which is beyond it, which is very dangerous; but if Chriſt 
and his Kingdom were ſo. known, it were no Myſtery. 'And for that 


thou queſtions what I mean by my exhorting thee ro come up to the 


Feaſt of Tabernacles; if thou know?ſt the Scriptures which thou read- 


eſt, thou may*ſt ſee what it is to come up to the Feaſt of Tabernacles, * 
it is not to-come vp to any Man's Tenets or painted -Novelties (as thou: 


too ſcornfully miſcalleſt the Truth, we in our meaſure defire to. walk 


in) but it is to keep a Feaſt with the 1/-ae! of God in the Wilderneſs, as- - 


tho? come out of Egypt into the Travel and' Warfare towards the Pro- 


miſed Land, having not.for the preſenta City {to dwell in, and ſo to- 


be ſeparate from thy firſt Mother's Womb, which is from below, and: 
is in Bondage with her Children, that thy feeding may be'upon the 
Heavenly it ſelf, which yet is a Myſtery to thee, and all who cannot: 
wicnefFan Implantation together into the likeneſs of the Death and 
ſurretion of Jeſus Chriſt ; if thy Ear be open thou wilt hear. . Aud 
for that Scripture in the 7th. of Marth. thou concludes with, thou may*lt 
know that it doth not forbid the Judgment” of the Spirit of Truth. in: 
,any ; but it 'truly and plainly ſhows to the Phariſee and Hypocrite. his 


dwn Condemnation, who judgeth that in another which he is guilty of - 


ia himſelf much more. And therefore eyery one is to walt to ſee the: 
Beam caſt_out of their own Eye, and ſo Judgment bronght forth into: 
Victory in the particular, and ſo the true Spirit of Judgment -ſet. up in: 
the Heart in particular, true Judgment, according to every Spiritual. 
Man's meaſure, goes rightly forth upon the general, ſo as Chriſt there 
ſaith, there is ſo, a clear ſeeing how to caſt out the Mote out of the 
. Brother's Eye, the Beam removed out of ones own, And now, Friend, 
if I ſhould ſeem tedious to thee, conſider it is my Love and. defire of 


thy Souls Information, that if poſſible thou may'ſt be delivered from: - 


every Snare to ſerve the Lord in the truth of Spirit, being taught: of 
and guided by that Light wherewith Chriſt hath enligbtned thee, leſt 
otherwiſe it be thy Condemnation, as it is, and eyer hath been to all-the 
Children of Diſobedience.. So reſts thy poor SouPs continuing Friend;, 
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To the Presbyterians fo called. 


p A7 © to the Teachers of the People, who daub with untempered 


| Mortar, and cry, Peace, Peace, when the Lord bath nor ſpoken 


Peace; for the Lord ſpeaks Peace to none ln their Sins, but they teach 


for Do&rine, That none can live without Sin whilſt on this tide the 
Grave, and ſo they Miniſter for Antichriſt th? Man of Sin, and notrfor 


_ © Chriſt who is without Sin. God's Righteouſneſs, and he that is born 
of Chriſt, ſinneth_not, for the Heavenly Holy Father of the unſpotted 


Generation of the Righteous is he z And the Gares of Hell cannot pre- 


-vail againſt ſuch as abide in Chrilt : ' The Robt is Haly and fo is the 


Branches; but the Old Adam, or Fallen Man, is not ſo, nor bis Chil- 
fdren, for the'Root being Corrupt, the Branches muſt needs be ſo; and 


'Þ. they that.are in the Fleſh cannot pleaſe God, but they who love the 


"Light, Chriſt Jeſus, .and walk in him, pleaſe God, for this 5s my beloved 


"Son in whom l, am well pleaſed, Hear him, ſaith God, and know ye not that 


* Cbriſt is in you except ye be Reprobates, So the Voice of Chriſt the living 
"Word, (is to be heard and waited in) which is nigh in the Heart, and 


: "the pure in Heart walk in the Light of his Holy City; and to ſuch 


there is no occaſion of Stumbling ; but ſuch as walk in the Darkneſs of 


: 


"their own lmaginations, ſtumble and fall into the Pit of Sin and -Con- 


. demnation : But to ſuch as are in Chriſt Jeſus the Sinleſs Man, to them 
* "there is no Condemnation ; for by his Spirit are they led and preſerved 


out of Sin, which is the cauſe of Condemnation, and come to witneſs | 
Juſtification through his Blood; for if we walk in the Light, as he is 
Jin the Light.then have we Fellowſhip one with anather,and the Blood of 


by 


Jeſvs Chriſt his'Son, cleanſecth us from all Sin. How beautiful is the way 


- of the Juſt,: they do not Iniquity that walk .in God's undefiled way, the 


Light, for by the Light are they ld out of Sin and Evil, and fo come 
through the true Door Chriſt Jeſus the Light into the Shzep-fold, which 
3s the ſtrait and narrow way indeed, for whoſoever walketh in Chriſt, 
and holdeth forth his Life before Men, ſhall be hated of all Men for his 
Name and Lifes ſake; for it is a Crols to all the World, who are in 


» their oxn Wills, doing the Will of the Fleſh, which is Enmiry to God. 


And ſo Wo to the Climbers over the Door, whoare gotten into a Pro- 
{eſlion of Chriſt, without his Croſs, without the Lord's Law, which is 
Spiritual, without the knowI-dge of that Flaming Sword to cur down 
the Man of Sin, that inthe Birth which is Holy, one may come to the 
Tree of Life which is in Tire midſt of the. Garden: O ye People, | 
karken a while, who have been feeding upon the Tree of Knowledge, 

: | and 
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Tree of Life, your Food 'is: Death, Your. Works will- burn,” and your 
Fig-leaf Covers will fall off, and you be lefc naked' and bare tothe 
Shame of your Nakedneſs, as in the day that yonwereiborn ;z:For what 
is any Covering worth, arleſs ic: be: that of the Spirit 'of Chriſt ?- :T be 
Lord bees vans is of purer Byes than to» behold Taiquity, will bring 
your Deeds tothe Light of his Judgment, :and before-him willinothing 
ſtand but thatwhich is pure; your defiled- Preachings, Prayings, Sing+ 
ings, Hearings, Readings, will all be 'rejeted and: caſt 'out as Dung, 
f'om the Preſence of the pure holy God ithat conſuming Fire. Yau have 
myl:iplied Words withour Knowledge, [you have not beed,, neither yet 
2re'ye, ' Doers of God's Will | (to:God's' Witnels>in your'Confciences 1 
ſpeak) therefore in 'vain d9 you (ay; Lord, Lord, and'he will not: bold 
them Guilileſs that take his Name in vain: Your Garinent.is not of the 
pure white Linnen, which is the Saints Righteouſneſs, but Linnen and 
Woollen 4s your Covering, the Linſey woolſey Garment, a thing fore 
bidden by God's Law : Your Field.is not ſown with the one Heavenly 
kind of Grain, the good Wheat, but another Seed have yon mingled 
with it, and tlie Mixture is fo great, that the Earthly hath almoſt co- 


vered and quite choaked the Heavenly in you. If yon will work, you 


muſt i1to God's Vineyard, and be exceeding'Diligent and Laborious in 


and/never-came-throvgh God's: Judgments; the Flaming Sword; to the bo 


= 


plucking up the Weeds by tneRoots in you, 'the Light of Chriſt in the - 


Conſcience waiting in it, will give the Underſtanding. But Wo will 
beto them that call Light Darkneſs, and.put DarkneG for Ligh 


JATANEIS 1 ght,-and 
ſo ſuffer the Good in them to wither, and nouriſh. the*bad parr, whi hh. 
is4ike the Grave that never- hath enough, always Learaing,. but never © 
able'to come to the: Knowledge of the Trath... But, both Teachers and 


Hearer3.all :in Sin, and laden with. divers Luſty all' their Lives lan; - 
And Wo!'to the Fleſhly and, Selfiſh Workers, on; this 'Holy Sabbath "ay 


' of ithe Lord, wherein he hath given his People: Reſt from all their. 
weary Labours and Burdens. The outward day,, the Firſt day of the 


Week. ſhall not:eover you, naar he a$abbath to. you, but, inthe Breack 


of 'GolPs' Holy and everlaſting/Sabbath you being, found, Jouruſt bear 
an's 


his Judgment: And you feed:npqn\ the airy. Words: of Man's Wiſdom, 
-raiſed-up by the Crafty Spirit to pleaſe'the Itching; Ears of Fallen.Man, 
and whoſe/Faith ſtands in-the. Wiſdom pf theſe Words, and not in the 
Power of God ; a day of Scattering cometh upen you, it cometh, and 
a grievous Whirlwind from the Lord ; and though a Famine of the 
Ward of the Lord. is upon you already, yet you will not know it, nor 
be humbled for ir; but the pleaſant. Breaſts of Myſtery Babylon, which 


you ſo much dclight in, will be dried up, that you will get no Suck 
21. nor Food for that unſatiable Mind in yop, that is like the Grave that 
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- will never be Eſtabliſhed- 
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;  2679:cannever hwe' enough, always learning, and never able to come to 
ſy» the Knewledge of the Truth, which ſets free from Sin ; and the Songs 


of your Temple ſhall. be Howlings in that Day, becauſe of the- Vine of 


Sodom, that will bear no more Grapes; for all the Earth hath drunk 


ſo dep of the Wine of the: Fornication- of the. great, Whore, that the 
Nations are Mad apainſt the Appearance of the Lavih, who is ariſen to 
ſetuphis'Ringdom over all; for the Lamb muſt have the Vietory,. and. 
Reign ; ſo be it for Evermore. 

And you that talk ſo boaſtingly of your Faith, and Suffering Mind, 
you know not what Spirit.you are of ;/ for the ſame Mind that you think 
toſaffer in; is it, which hath-formerly cauſed-Sufferings to the Righte- 
ous, and would:do the likeat' this:D3y, if Power were in your Hands; 


. and ſoif you/conld give your, Bodies to be. burnt in this Uncharitable 


and Perfecuting Nature, it would profic you nothing at all. 


41 iN v.64) 3 Themas Taylor. 
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..Tothe Presbyterians. 


O Ye People, called Presbytcrians, you have fully manifeſted your 


ſelves this Day to be of the Spirit of Cain, the firſt Perſecutor of 


_ God's Righteons Seed; and as for your threatning of me, and hawling 
"me out of your Synagogne- towards the Mayor, becauſe in. Obedience 
to God I came< to ſpeak in his Name, to let you ſee your Sins, and to 


wzrh you of the Judgments'of the: Lord God that wilt certainly come 


'apon you for them; if you ſpeedily Repent not, and humble your ſelves 


for all your Pride, and Hypocriſies, and falſe Accufations, and Perſe- 
eutions. of the Righteous Seed of God, which he hathrraiſed up this Day 
ia the Earth, to witneſs for 'him againſt all-the falle ways of faltn -Man, 


that fo-alf may come'to the Power Chriſt Jeſus,” to” know. him in them 
-todetheir Lieht, and'Life, and lone Teacher to Salvation:; And this 


is my Witneſs for God' this Day, that except. you. come hither, you 


EE Thymas Taylor, 
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_ Bur-whar are you grown ſo hizh- already, that .one muſt not come. 


2mongſt you, though in never ſo peaceable a manner, to ſpeak a word, 
though in the Name of the Lord ? This is not only contrary to the'Or- 
der of the true Church in the Apoſtles Days, but alſo concrary to the 
King's Late Declaration, which ſaich, Thar rhe - Places of Toleration muſt 
ftand open for all tocome in'o, But this Perſecuting Spirit is but the ſame 
that bath been in you of Old, notwithſtanding all that hath come upon 
you-in theſe Late Days. 5 ons; 


—_—_ th. - . 
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To the. Blind Teachers. 


O to the Teachets that have Eyes, ard ſee not, Ears, and hear 

not, and Hearts that will not underftand, who can put no dif- 

ference betwixt il&Prectous and-the Vile, but give the things they ac- 
count Holy, fo the manifeſt Unholy, Wicked and Prophane, and ſo 
diſhonour the Lord, and deceive the Souls of the People z and fo they 
not ciſcerning the Lords Body, nor the Members thereof, which are 


Holy ; they ſpeak Peace to the Wicked, who are Members of the- 


Wicked One ; for his Servants, and Members, People are to whom 
they do Obey ; ſo Wo is to this preſent evil and wicked World, who 
in words profeſs Chriſt, bur in their deeds dv grievouſly' diſhonour 
him; the Day baſtncth wherein the Scripture muſt be fulfilled upon 
you, who will not that Chriſt ſtould Reign, reſts a Moyrner in Zijur 
for all the Abcominations that are done amongſt you. 


Thomas Tay. 
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For the oreat People of the Earth, who loye 
the Pleaſures of Sin, theſe. 


NJT1 you that are great.in the Earth, andia the Glory of the Worlt* 

exalted, the Word of the Lord God is to, you comegdown, come 

down to the Light of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in your Coney 
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oor ov vain Minds,. and periſhing Lults rather? Doth not your, 


time, and how your Hearts are taken up; with the Love of the World; 
and the Luſts thereof, that the one thing neceſſary is not fo minded by 
you, as the worth of your Precious Souls requires, but you eat and 
drink, -and ſport your ſclves with thePleaſores of Sin, and feed your 
minds withthe'vain Delights thereof; fo fat.and fo fuil of Self-loveare 
you; 'thar there is noptace empty for Chriſt in you, wherein to Todge, 
or whereon to lay his Head, but as aStranger in yon, and in your Fa- 
milies, is the pure Son of God found, and an <cmpty Profeſſion of him 
that is heavenly in your earthly Minds, is all the Food that he can find 
amongſt you : Alas! Alas! For you poor Carel-fs People, what will. 
ye d61a the Day of the-Lord, when an Account is, required of you of 
all that ever hath been'done in your Body? Is not+Cbriſt a Stranger 


ſhows you $i5 and Evil,” and it yilf 14 you ſee H6w you have Tpent bur 


 amongft you, andnot taken in, Sick, and in Priſon, and ye wiſit him 


not? Read within. Oh how often hath the Lord knocked at your 
Door? and he is not yet in Love enfertained in, the Heart's full of other 
Loyers, . hecannot Sup there with-you, and ſo you;Spp not with him, 
but you eat your own Supper, and prefers that; before his, and ſo diſ- 
ecrns not the Lord*s Body, and ſo. Condemnation is near. Do you 
not? ( to. that in your Conſciencel ſpeak ) Do you not, I fay, fit down 


- to:catand:drink, and riſe up toplay:?- Is not all Places where you are 


fonund Witneſſes againſt yon,. that you ſerve not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


ſes 


# 54 


| ; your Diet, your Changeable Suits of Apparel, and your dail 
New Faſhions, with your manner of going abroad, whether vpan 


| Horſe, or in- Coach, and:your many unneceſſary Attendants, and their 


> 


Attire, ſhow you to be ſo far from Chriſt's DoQrine, and our of his 


Life, that ſcarce any thing of the true Chriſtianity. is to be found a- 


'mongſt you :. For where is the daily Croſs to your Wills and Luſls ta- 


Ken up by you? Or where is the Crucifying of the World to you, and 
you to the World, witneſſed amongſt yon ? Or any ſuch-thing as the 
pure Worſhip of God, which ſtands in Spirit and Truth, wherein he- 
only.delights.? But this poor Soul doth moſtly fatisfie you,. (to wit ) 
to geta Carnal Man who loves to be called of-Men Maſter, to ſay over 
a few deviſtd words,. { or ſo) which he galls-Praying, and: Preaching 
& pleaſe your itching Ears, but neither he nor you doing the things 
which Chriſt Commands you;;. nor do; you live the Life of what in 
words you profeſs, and ſo to your other Sins you add that great: Sin of 


\i | By pocrivies which is in words to profeſs. the Knowle/pe. of God, but 
247" 30 gc 


eds to deny it. But better'it were for you all to mind: the Fear: of 

the Lord, and to.conſider what end'the Lord*mideyou for, and:not-to 
pals aw3y. four precious timE[>;, witliout the Fear of rhe: Lord God in: 
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your Careleſs Minds, as you do; forhis you ſhould know, that the”, 
Lord of Glory, -who reſpects. no Man's : Perſon: will not be -mocked, wv/Ww 
neirher can the reſpecters of Perſons who love the Praiſe of Men, and "5 
ſeek the Worlds Glory live with him ; for ſuch are Unbelievers, as 
receive Honour: 'one of ano: herg.' and! ſeek not” that Honour: that co 

from' God only. : See Fo 5. toward the end :- And now that you have 
time prTiz? ir, and lay aſide your vain Thoughts a little, and in the cgol 
of your Minds confider,.and let that of God in your Conſciences ſpeak, 
if it be not the greateſt Folly in the World, to Gain; the Luſts ofthe 
World wich the Lofs:of your Precions.Souls. | And-arg you not-in great 
danger of being found in-this'ftace, 'ſo. long;as the true Prophet C riſt 
Jeſus, whom Ged hath fent.a Light into. the'Werld, ;( that all through 4. 
hinr ſhould come out of Sin ). isno mo: e regarded. by: you- ' /So,now ha- 42 
ving time-prize it, and know this Day. of your Viſitation, and what hb. 
indeed belongs unto your Eternal Peace. - Reſts: :/- IIs = 
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_. Conerning Bread, and Wine. 


THE: Lord Jeſus never ordained, that the bnbelieving evil World! 
FT ſhould eat Bread and drink Wine in remembrance of. him, when 
they daily deny him in their Life and Converſation, : for; that-were- 
Abomination. © Carry ſuch an Offering to the Governour, and ſee if he- 
will accept thee; will he be pleaſed with thy words,  whem' tie. ſees thy 
deeds daily contrary tv his Mind and Will?: And /how much lefs. then: 
can- the pure God accept thee or thine Offering, whilſt thou only.in thy: 
words ſcems for him, but in the whole Courſe of thy Life art direQly 
contrary to Himand his Holineſs. O thou that art: its the ſtate of Sin: 
and Corruption, wh ofe Fruits manifeſt thy Nature and Inſiders beevit, 
how canſt thou end ure*the Trial of this Day of God; : which-is as Fire,. 
wherein all that are proud and dowickedly, are as Stubble ta be burnt- 
F- AL and Branch; be that bath an Ear let him. kear. what the Spirit: 
alth, - | \ 


Themes Tuaylor.- 
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} The Indignation of the Lord upon all Nations, 


TF*HE Indignation/of the Lord is upon all Nations, and his. Fury 

- '& uponall their Armies he ſhall greatly diſtreſs the Inhabitants of 
'the Werld,” he will now plead the. Cauſe of his Covenart againſt all 
-thoſe: that withſtand his Glorious Appearance-and Wcrk of Reſtorati-. 

- on in this the Day of his Mighty Power, wherein he is Reſtoring the 
Kingdom'of his. Everlaſting Peace-to Iſrael's Seed under the whole Hea- 
2 ens,” who fear 'his great Name, and tremble at bis Almighty Word of 
+ Life, which ſhakes not only Earth, but Heaven alſo. ' And now is the 
BIS.. Lord God Almighty bringing forth his Glory to light, and Creatiog 
the New-Heavers and New Earth, wherein- dwells Righteouſneſs, ac- 
cording to his Promiſe, J/a. 65. 17, &c, wherein the People beat their 
Swords into Plow-ſhares, and their Spears into Pruning-hooks, never 
to earn War any more; but every one, now that believes in che Truth 
Chriſt Jeſus, the Light and true King of Righteouſneſs and Peacc 'ſhall 
Mic under him the true Vine, and none to make them afraid, //a. 2. 2, 
&c, Ardnow, even now, is the Lord God Almighty got up iato his 

« High Throne of Majeſty and Everlaſting Glory to Reign, and of this his 
Peaccable Kingdom which he hath begun, ro fer in his Trembling 
EPcople there never'(bal] beend : The true-7/rzel of God is now coming 
up out of the Spiritual Egypt indeed, to poſſeſs the true Land of Pro- 
'miſe, the Inhericance and Free Gift of our God, and no Inchantment 
fhall-now ſtand againſt God's Spiritual Hoſt, nor Divination againſt the. 
Redeemed-of che Lord, who have known bis Wonders in the Dcep, and 
knownthe Out-goings of God's Power afainſt Pharaoh, and all his Hoſt 
4a the Red'Sea of his Fiery Indignation. And now will God be exalted 

* 4in Judgmenr, 'and avenged in Righteouſneſs upon all Nations and Peo- 
"ple under Heaven, who hold the Truth ia Unrighteouſncſs, and will 
not that-God's Holy Son, Chriſt Jeſus the Light, ſhould Reign, though 
he be come to Reign and Judze in the Earth : For to him the Light, 
who lighteth: every Man that cometh into the World, is all Power in 
Heaven and Earth given; and his Light ſhines freely into all your 
"Hearts, O all People of che Eaith,. and ſhineth in the thickeſt Darkneſs, 
making manifeſt the Creator's Will to all your Conſciences, throug}: 
your Darkneſs, tho? Peopie comprehend it not ; but 'it comprehends 
you, and all your dark Ways and deſtroying Thoughts, and lets you 
ſee-plainly, rhat fer all your great Workings, and toilſom Labours in 
an outfide Profeſſion in your earthly Wills, you have wrought no Deli- 
veraice 
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bf —The nd gnatior of the Lo2d upon all Nations, 9 


verancein the Earth, but your SouPs Enemies ſtill ard in firength ; 
and it lets you lee plainly, that for all your ſtriving, and ſighting, and 


killing, and ſpoiling, and deſtroying one another about earthly things, 


you have done no good at all, but brought God's Judgments upon all 
your Souls, and pierced your ſelves through with many Sorrows: And' 
therefore the Heavenly Voice ſounds through the Farth, and calls mo 


in your Ears, and knocks at the Door of your Hearts, O'all People. of 
the World, High and Low; Profeſſor and Prophane, Fews and Gantiles, 
Chriſtian: ard Turks, ariſe, ariſe, awake, awake, turn in your Minds 


to the pure Light of Jeſus Chriſt, the Judge of Quick and Dead, the Son 


of the Eternal God, Creator of Heaven and Exrth; who Digd'for your 
Sins, and Rofe again to give'youa New, Holy and EY Life in 
himſelf, through Faith in his Name : AnJ behold he lives 

more ; andall ſee ard ſearch diligently in your felves, what you know 
of his Woly Life made manKeſt in you to deſtroy the Body. of Sin and 
Death in you, which in the Days of Darkneſs hath filled your Vellel], 
and brought your very Soul, Mind' and Feart, into the: Thraldom of 


that wicked One, who is called the Devil and Satan;” and compalled 


with Terrours, and Fears, an4 Aﬀrightments, your very Life and 


whole Man, becauſe of the Wrath of the Almighty, which you by your 
ſinful, unrighteous, and unholy, and cruel doings, both againſf God. 


and your Neighbour, have ſtirred up againſt. you: And behold the 


Earth languiſheth becauſe of theſe things 3 and the Children of Light; 
who are Redeemed 'to Grd out of thefe ſore Evils, and'grievous Plagues, * 


do mourn for you, and bewail your Miſery Night and. Day, as.well 
knowing in the Light of the Lord, what your wofut End will he if 
theſe Briers, and Thorns, and noiſom Weeds, the proper Fruit of the 
Curſe be {till ſ»ftered to grow in you, and cumber God's Ground. O 
how nigh unto Curſing is that Field which God's Rain rains upon, and 


yet brings forth no better Fruit than Killin, and Slaying, and Spoil. .. 
ing, and Couſesing, and Cheating, and Defiling, and Oppreſling.one - 


another, b-fides Lying, and Swearing, and Curling, and Drunkennefs, 
and Pride, and Perſecution of God's Righteous Seed, with all other 


Abomin2tions of the World againſt the holy Light, and Checks, and .. 
- Reproofs of the good Spirit of the Almighty, both in their own Cons. / 
fiemces, and the Month of God's Servants, and Holy Witneſs .of ' 


Truth in the Scriptures, whictfnot withſtancing all theſe their Abomi- 
nations, many of them profeſs to be their Rule: But know, O Man, 
whoſdever'thon art, or whatſoever Profcſſipn thou art of that 'that's 
thy. God, and Rater, and Father, and Teicher, and Way , whoſe 
Commands thowv JoveRt,, and whoſe Works thou doeſt, and whoſe Will 
In the inward of thy Mind thoy cloſeft wich; as' Chiift ſaid xo thoſe 
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" _ _ Liars, falſe Accuſers and Murtherers in. his Day; John 8. 44, &c. Te 
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are of your Father the Devil, for kis Works 'ye will do, be was a Liar and 
a4 Murtherer from the beginning ; ſo thou that goes from the Light of 
God in thze, which ſhews thee thy Sin, and the evil Luſtings and Deſires 
of thy Fleſh and Mind, thou goes from God, and: from his Fear, and 
Fronwhe" Way of Peage, and ſo thou going from this,. and joining to 
evil Motions of Sin in thy Fleſh or Corrupted Mind, . thou joins to the 
Devil, and ſo brings forth Sin, which is the Devil's Work, and the 
Wages of every ſuch Work is Death, and ſo. in the very Moment of 
time in which thou doſt theevil Work, whatſoever it be, (. contrary ts 
. God's Lightin thee.) .thou dieſt the Death,.ard.ſo-remaineſt Dead from 
the Life of God, and his Bleſſed Righteouſneſs; until the Day of true 
Repentanceand Amendment of Life, and then what will it profit thee 
to have gained the World, or Victory over thy Neighbour, or Satiſ- 
faction to thy Luſts in the Loſs of thy Soul's Life, thereforeariſe; ariſe, 
' awake, awake, O all Nations and People, come forth to the Judgmens 
of this great Day of Ged Almighty; for. now is the effect of every Vi- 
fion to be known and felt in the Earth, and the high Towers of the City 
of Confuſion, the Myſtery B=bylon, the Great Whore, the Mother of 
Harlots,. ſhall fall to che Ground, and the Mountain of the Houſe of 
the Lord ſhall be exalted over all ; .yea, the Lord alone, and his Righ- 
teouſneſs, and Truth, and Peaceable Kingdom, on the top of 8ll ſhall 
Rnd, and no Weapon formed 'againſt him and his-People ſhall ever 
roſper. | a4, | | 
P And how is it, O all Nations, Kings and People, that ye are not yet 
willing, after ſ» many Years knocking at the Gates of your Cities, and 
Doors of your Hearts, that you will. rot, open. to the King of 'Glory, 
Chriſt Jeſos, the Light that-lightneth every,Man. that cometh into the 
World, that he may come 1n, and be Judge, .and Lawgiver, and King 
in the midit of you, that the Defire of all Nations may come, and be 
Head in all ? For what is it that the Soul which God hath made in all 
Nations doth deſire, but to ſee it ſelf unburthened of that grievous 
Corruption. which hath defiledit, and_tq be,delivered from that. Body 
of Sin and Death, which hath and doth ſo Embondage-it: from the be- 
#inning, ,potil Chriſt's Power be known within, to -work the Work of 
God, and todeſtroy the Work of theD:vil, and to ſave the Sonl from 
its Sin, and preſent it ſpotleſs to God, whith is the-true Salvation in- 
deed, Now this is wy Witneſs for. God amongſt the Servants and, Re- 
deemed of the Lord this. Day, whom. the;:World in Scorn call Ouakers, 
who ſuffer for Righteouſneſs ſake, That there is-none-that can-thus 
know the Day of Chriſt's Power to Salvation; but as they bclieve. and 
receive that Light of God and Chriſt which they be freely inlightned | 


withal,,. 


"The Judignation of the Lozdupon all Nations. 76; 


wichal, which ſhines in their very Hearts and Conſcienees, which 5 
| ſearches their very Hearts and Reins, and makes manifeſt to Man his (ww. 
Thoughts, and from which none can hide any thing, but all things are : 
naked and bare before him the Light Chriſt Jeſus, who lighteth every 
Man thar cometh into the World, Few and Gerrile, one and other, who 
fearcheth che moſt hidden things of Man, and brings them forth to the 
Judgment of his Righteouſveſs;. for though the Night may hide the 
Adulterer and the Thief from Man, ic hides them not from God, there 
is one nigh in the Heart and Conſaience that tells Man and Woman all 
that ever they have done, anddo daily do, even their ſecret Thoughts ; 
is not this the Chriſt of God, the true Meſſiah that wasto come, and. is 
come, and dwells amongſt us, and we look not for another : And of 
his Fulneſs have all we received, and dodaily receive, who believe in 
his Light, which ſhines in our Hearts according to the Scriptures of 
Truth : And this the Fulneſs of our Bleſſed God and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 
the Light, is it which filleth all that come to him with all Spiritual 
Bleſlings, and Heavenly Good Things; and without whom all is Dark- 
neſs, Emptineſs, Death, and Deſolation, as all the poor, deceived, 
loſt Sons and Daughters of the faln A4am do ſooner or later know, 
and are made to confeſs : But Bleffed are they that conſider of things 
in time, and lay things to Heart before it be too late; for there are bur 
Twelve Hours in a Day in which Men may work, faith-Chriſt, and 
then the Night cometh in which none can work, but the Door will be ſhur 
upon all who have ſlightedand neglefted the Day of their Viſitation. 
O England, England, and all Lands far and near, that you had known, 
or could yet believe the hings that belong 10 your Everlaſting Peace, be- 
fore they be hid from your Eyes;, therefore turn ye, turn ye at the Re- 
proofs of God's Wiſdom and Spirit of Light and Truth, which ſfountls 
through all, and lets you ſee the Vanity and Evil of all your Works, 
and Frailty of all your Lives, how ſoon the T hread of your Life is cut 
off ? And then where is the great Emperors and Kings with all their 
Crowns? And where is the great Captains and Commanders with all 
their Bloody Vitories? And where is the Wiſe Achitophel's, and Cun- 
ning Counſellors of the Earth with all their Admirers? And where is 
the Covetous Oppreſſers with all their Houſes full of the Spoils of the - 
Innocent ? Yea, in that Day, where is all the Glory and Luſts of the” -:* 
World with all the {.oversof it ? Surely in Darkneſs and Milery ſhall © 
they Iye down together, and Death ſhall have Dominion over them; 
even all who have not believed in the Light Chriſt Jeſus, and who have 
not followed him in the Regeneration that they may be ſaved, but-bave 
ſpent their Days in the Plcaſures azd Luſts of the preſent evil World to 
Deſtruction. 
| Q _ Now 


The Jndignarion of he) Lozd upon all K ations. 


Now therefore, O all People, .kearken to the Counſel of the Lord 


yin this your Day, and learn of the Lamb, the Light, 'who calls you to 


Repcntance from all your grierous Ways : How long ſhall the Spirig of 
the Lord ſtrive with you ! When will you ceaſe learning, War, and,De- 
ſtru&ion , and Oppreſlion, and Spoil 79 when. will, you heat. your 
Swords. into Plow-ſhires, and' your Spears into. Proning-hooks? © 
when will you go and ſay one to another, one Neighbour to another, 
and one Nation to another, Come let vs all be kumbled before the: 
Lord God of Heaven and Earth, who made us all of one Blood to 
dwell together upon the-Face of the' Earth in” Truth, Goodneſs, and 
Love, tolerveone another,” and ſo as Branchesof one Tree,: to receivg 
Life, and Vertue, and Power fronrour God into our Souls, to ftrengthen 
us unto his holy Work, who came not to deſtroy Mens Lives, but to 
fave them, whole Kingdom i is not of this World, and therefore is not 
ſt up or maintained with Carnal Weapons, Violence and Spotl, but 
by the Eternal Spirit of 'our God, whofe Fruit is.in all Goodneſs, and 
Righteoulneſs, and Fruth ; and fetajot the wicked Devil, the, Deſtroy- 
er, deceive us any inore, by bis'Lies an Dctuſions, but let us all with 
6ne Heart and Soul refilt his Temptations, when he perſwades us to . 
ſeek to begreatin the Earth, and be avenged on them we. count our 
Enemies, let us not hearken to-him, but tet us overcome. their Evil 
with Goodnefs, aad not to ſeek the Deſtruttion of their Perſons, or 
Spoil of their Eſtates, as the Heathen do, that know not God, bur let. 
us follow the Example of Jeſus Chiift, God manifeſted in Fleſh, who 
.when he was reviled, reviled not a2ain, but pray*d for ſuch as deſpite- 
fully uſed him. O come let us follow this meck Lambin Righteouſneſs 
and Truth, and let us learn of him in out Hearts, who is meek and 
' lowly, that we may find reſt for our Sonls, who rcbuked his Diſciples 
who would haverhad Fireto come down from Heaven to deſtroy the 
Samaritans, who would not at that time receive Chriſt; for what 
k:1owelt thoa, O Man, but the Samaritans may 13 time come to a better 
Mind, ani then thou wilt ſee it was thy Will, and not God's, that de- 
fired their Deſtruction in their Sius; for Chrift would kave: all ro bg 
Saved, and to come tothe Knowledye of his Trath, but many will noc 
coine. to him that they m izht have Lite, and ſo th cir Deſtruction is of 
themſelves, and their Condemna:i ton juſt. And whtoare now therefore 
thoſe: that withſtand the Dofrine of the T:uch, which, ſaith, Love 
your Enemies, and ſeek-not the D-ftruttion of chtir Perſons and Eſtates, 
but ſeek them by good 'Dottrine, ar d good Life, tobring them our ,of 
their Sins. And if they will not, bur ra' ker hat@thee ior thy Good- 
will ;- be corntes.t than haſt quitred thy own S011, "and art clear of their 
- Blood, and {a thou becomes. a Suffe: er with. Jeſus Chriſt, and halt 
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Reign with him in due time: 1 ſay, who are theſe tiow on t he Earth 


that are againſt the good Self-denying DoArine of Chriſt, aad continue, yy 


in the hateful deſtroying ways of the old Fews and Ge-tzles, but ſuch 
as will not be counſelkd by the Lamb of God, the ſuffering Seed, 
who ſaid; Learn of we for I am reck and lowly of Heart, bur ye are 
Men of corrupt Minds, and account Gain, and worldly Honours and Pro- 
motions, more than Godlineſs, who cry Peace, Peace to themſelves in 
their Sins.  And.that ſame Spirit in them which creates that falſe Peace 
in them, is the ſame that ſtirs them up to kill, deſtroy, oppreſs, and 
ſpoil one another for ſelfiſh and worldly Ends ; but. the Lord is 
ariſen to Judge all theſe Evil things, and to redeem a Seed to ſerve 
him, as in, the beginning of 'the'Gofpel before [Antichriſt the Mur- 
therer got up amongſt them, that profeſſed Chriſt in Words, but de- 
'nied him in Deeds, and fo had a Nare that they lived, but were dead 
from that trve Life that was in Chriſt Jeſus, whom in words they 
Profefſed : And though the Pollige we feel now to be as hard. of 
coming from amaneſt the falſe'Chriftiens and. Turks, as it was for the 
firſt crue Chri#ians to come from aniongſt the Jews and” Gerriles, yet 
the Almighty Power of oor God is able, over all, and through all, 
to carry us to the End, whom he hath called and aved with a mighty 
Salvation, ever praiſed be his Name, and who will yet fave his bes 
loved Seed 1/-ae!, and gather them from the Eat and Weſt, and from 
the North and South; to fit down with Chrift, in his Kingdom. An 
this is no ill News to any, 'but whip are. glewed to Deccit, and marric 
to Iniquity : But it is:good News ahd 'glad Tidings indeed to all that 
love their Souls, and the Honour and Glory of Truth more than the 
things of this periſhing World : And I could defire, that all who 
are apt to reaſon as the Fews did when they heard the Declarationjof 
the Goſpel of Peace, and Kingdom of God, which ſtands in Righ- 
reonſneſs-2nd Peace, faying,-7f- we-ler rhi1po on, then the Romans 4:4 
#thers will come and take eur Place and Nation: | ſay, that they would 
conſider, that the very conrſe which they, to wit, the old Jews in 
the denial of the Truth took for ſaving of themſelves, bronglht utter 
deſtruftion upon them and their Nation : But what ſha!l vaia Man in 
his, fooliſh falPa Wiſdom, and Earthly Reafonings, think to be wiſer 
than God, and to have a'greater Care'and Love to the Creation "than 
God himſelf who made it hath. What, ſhall Angels, at the Birth of 
Chrilt, ſing Gl:ry to God on high, and &ood-will r1 Men, and yet, 
when the way of God in Ciriſt is publiſhed, for bringing; this EAT 
Work of 'Salvation ts paſs, vain, Man muſt come in with, his falſe ' 
_ Mind; and ſay, This is the way to confound all Order, ad LOv 
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ET Looſe and wicked Pzxoteſiozs. 


+ 2H Good, and that this Doftrine turns the World upſide down, and 

# LYV that the Meſſengers of Chriſt are Peſtilent -Fellows, and movers of 
Sedition. O Earth, Earth, tremble before the Lord, for thou ſhalc 

- never have Peace in*"thy own ways, thou ſhalt never be ſaved. by thy 
own Strength, tou ſhalt never be eſtabliſhed by thy own Counſlels, 
thou ſhalt never have true Peace nor Plenty within thy Borders, until 
thou believe the Goſpel, which ſaith, Learn of Chriſt, whoſe Kingdom 

. $5 not of this World, and whoſe Weapons are not Carnal but Spiritual, 

- - mighty through God, not for the pulling down of outward Walls and Bo- 
dies, but for razing, and pulling down, and deſtroying the ſtrong Holds of 
Sin «and Satan in the Hearts and Lives of the Children of Men. For after 
that, ſaith the Apoſtle, the World by Wiſdom knew not God, it pleaſed 
God by the Fooliſhneſs of Preaching i ſuch Doftrine as this (which is a 
Croſs and tumbling Block to all Fleſh) ro ſave them that believe. 
So lay things to Heart, ye People of the World, and Inhabitants of 
all the Earth; for God's purpoſe is not to exalt any Man er Men 
of this World, nor to glorifie any Fleſh, but to exalt his own 
-Son Chriſt Jeſus, the Heavenly Man, the Lord from Heaven, the 
Truth over all, of whoſe Kingdom and Government there ſhall be 
no End. And all that Obey his Voice, and for Obedience thereto 
are made willing to Suffer with him, ſhall Reign with him for e- 
vermore. But all others, whether they be called Chriſtians or Turks, 
or whatever elſe, ſhall be as the Duſt or Chaff before the Wind, 
to be ſcattered, as the Lord by his Spiric from the beginning hath 
faid, and at this Time ſpeaketh in his Servant, 


Thomas T aylor. 
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To Looſe and Wicked Profeſſors. 


OW long, O ye People, will ye ſleep and ſlumber in a dead 
H Form of Religion, without the Life and Power of Godlineſs ? 
Haw long will ye dote upon the ſhews and appearances of Things, 
where the Subſtance is wanting ? Can the Soul of Man live upon that 
which periſhes and paſſes away with the uling, as the things of this pre- 
ſent time do? How long ſhall the Trumpet of the Lord be ſounded in 
the Land, before the People prepare themſelves to ferve the Lord, and 
wor- 
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Co PÞzoteſfants. 
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' worſhip him in Spirit and Truth, as he requires. How long ſhall the 
Jutgments of the Lord be in the Earth, before the Inhabitants thereof xa 


- 
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learn Righteouſneſs. O the hardneſs of the Hearts of the Children 
of Men this day upon the Earth ! how paſt feeling arethe Men of this 
Generation grown, and without Underſtanding! Never was Sodom 
more ſecure ! The Day is dawned, and the Sun is up, and yet they 


lye faſt locked up in the deepeſt Sleep of fleſhly Eaſe and carnal Security. 


And becauſe the Lord ſuffers not his whole Diſpleaſire to ariſe at once 
upon them; therefore they go on to harden themſelves in their Sins, 
as the People of old did, whom the Lord overthrew in his Wrath: 
And ſo tecauſe Judgment is not ſpeedily executed upon vheir Evil 
Deeds, therefore they ſet their Hearts to go on in their old ways of 
Sin, Vanity, and Uncleanneſs, aud ſo cover themſelves, but not with 
the Spirit of the Lord, nor any of the pure and Holy ways thereof; 
but take Counſel one at another, and ſtrengthen themſelves in rhe Arm 
of Fleſh. , Wo, wo unto yon, O wicked and evil People, who harden 
your Hearts againſt the Lord, who ſhall ſufficiently bewail you, or what 
Lamentation ſhall be taken up for you ? With the Mourning of them 
that mourn for the Dead ſlain by the Sword, caſt out into the High- 
' Ways to be trodden under Foot, ſhall you be lamented. 


E hs Taybr. 


' To Proteſtants. 


Ye poor People called Proteſtants, in the ſence of the Love of 
God to my Soul, and pity to yours, da I wiite theſe Lines; It 
s many Years now ſince it pleaſed the Lord to veliver you from the 
bloody Conſpiracy of them called Papiſts, in that Powder Plot, and you 
have kept a Yearly Remembrance of it in an outward Day, in an out- 


ward manner, Acclamations, Organs, and other bodily Exerciſes; but 


#laſs, your Souls lies ſtill in the Death, Ignorant» of that Heavenly 
Deliverance and Reſurreftion from Sin, which the Saints in Light wits» 
neis to the everlaſting Praiſe and Glory, of his Grace, daily and: hourly 
to be remembred, and at no time to be forgotten. And for want of 


this, your Offerings cannot be accepted of the pure God, who looks - 


for Spiritual Obedience from the very Heart ot -a!l that receive any 
Blok- 
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__To the Song of Yanity. 
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e; ; Bleſling, Mercy, or Deliverance from him, either for their Souls. or 
GagBodies. But truly, the Lord God, is; not pleaſed with . your Organs, 


Ringing of Bells, and Singing and ſhouting on the-top of a Steeple, 
of any vain words of Tharkfulneſs for an Offering to him, ahd you 
Nil remaining in that nature, which grieveth his Holy Spirit. Ard 
ſo" you diſhonour the Holy Lord God, the Creator of all things 
by your baſe and low thonghts of, him, - judging his Thoughts to be 
like your Thoughts; and that ſuch a ſorry Service as. you offer to him 


will pleaſe ſo great a Majeſty: Truly, the Lord might juſtly give 


you into the hands of thoſe he hath thus delivered you from, becauſe 
of your Sins, and becauſe you lay not his Goodneſs to Heart, as a teuly 
thankful People do. So.whilſt you have. time prize it,. and awake out 
of Sleep, and come to the Light of God. in. you the: SquP's Searcher, 
and-it will let you ſee the Truth and Seaſonablenelſs of my Words, 
that you may repent of all your Sins and ſinful Sacriſices, and learn to 
offer unto God your whole Heart to be diſpoſed of to his Will and 
Service, that by his Power he may purge you, ;and. through. his, Righ- 
tecus Judgments he may make you cleap in Heart, for his uſe,. who 1s 
orer all-bleſſed*for ever. And who is ſeeking ſuch. Holy Worſhippers 
in this day of his Power, wherein he is ariſen to purge the. Earth 
with his fiery flamingW ord, and to ſlay the wicked with the Sword 


© of his Mouth. 


Thomas Tqylor. 


aft td common ores ron ———_ — 


To the Sons of Vanity. 


E Sons of Vanity, whoſe Exerciſe and: Delight is not all in God 

and Goodneſs, but in Sin and Vanity, to the darkning and ſe- 
parating of your Souls from that bleſſed, Peace which the Saints in 
Light enjoy with the Lord God. O the miſerable Deſolations that 
Sin in this Night of Apoſtacy bath made in the Earth ; yet Glory to 
God, though the Egyprrans fit in the groſleſt Darkneſs, yet the Children 
of I/r:e! who fear the Lord, and work Righreeuſneſs, have Light in 
all thcir Dwellings. And in that Light they ſtand Witneſſes for God 
continuzHy, againſt all vain Inventions, and cruel Sports of Men of 
corrupt Minds, whom God will Judge, and ſeverely Panilh, in tis 
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all thac-forget God'; for the Judgment haſtens, and who ſhall ſtand in 
the Gap for wilful Tranſgreffors. | 
What, did ye ſeem to. humble, your ſelves lately in a Publick Faſt 


for-yoar''Sins, and*are you ſb quickly turned again to the Vomit of 
-your' old Vanities ? How ſhould' the Lord but mice the Land for theſe 


things, 
From a Servant of God theſe, 
Es Thomas Taylor. 


__ 
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Who they are that only Rejoycein the Birth 
.of Chriſt, | 


Ne" can rightly Rejoyce in the Birth of-Chriſt, but the Spiritual 


New-Born in Chriſt. Thoſe that think to pleaſe Chriſt with; 


Eating, and Drinking, and Sporting, and Playing, are Garnally-mind- 
ed, and the Carnal Mind cannot pleaſe God, Kom. 8, 6, 7,'8. fo its 


- manifeſt, that the Service and Kingdom of God ſtands -nof in Meats 


and.'Drinks and fovliſh and worldly Delights, but in Righteouſneſs, 
and Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. 14.17. For Meats forthe 
Belly, and the Beily for Meats, but God will deſiroy beth it and thems ſaith 
the Apoſtle. | 

But God will never deſtroy ſuch as Serve and Worſhip him in Spt» 


rit acd Trath, all the days of their new and redeemed Life; and fo- 


it iS manifeſt, the more Spirit'al that any one is, the more are they 
dead and ſeparate) from that fcoliſh Mind, and vain Cuſtoms that- the: 
evil World loves ard lives in. And, on the contrary, thoſe that: 
make moſt Proviſion for Fleſh, to fatisfe it in the Luſts thereof, tex: 
the time be what it may, are the greiteſt Enemies to Chriſt and their 
own Souts. S5.fet things bz well weighed and conlidered, and it wil 
appcar to the «pen Eye, that God is not more Ctiſhonoured in any Twelve 
Days of the Year, "than in thet? that People pretend molt to Honour 
him in, which to 2 Godly Heart cannot but be matter of great Sor- 
row, as ſoith the Apoſtle, Ph,1, 3. 18. 18, Afzry waik of :nhom F have 

Won ; told; 


Judgment-Day. 'O' confider this ye Cock-Fighters, Bull-Baiters, and 


* 


7 © I Teſtimony againft Perſecution. + © 

1660 told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they- are Enemies to he 

AAA Croſs of Chrift : Whoſe end s Deſtruftion, whoſe God uu their Belly, and whoſe 
Glory ts in their Shame, who mind earthly things, 


And this is the miſerable and woful Condition of too great apart of 
the People, that, in theſe days, bear the Name of Chriſtians, over whom 


* the Spirit Mourns. 
Thomas Taylor. 
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A Teſtimony againſt Perſecution, to King 
Charles the Second, and his Magiſtrates. 


FT Hough. our Sufferings be little accounted of.-in the- Eyes of thoſe 
thar Afﬀfict us, yet be aſſured they are ſeen to be great and many 

inthe Eyes of God our Heavenly Father, for whoſe Name and Truths 
fake we ſuffer; and for this are his Judgments begun to be poured out 
upon the Land ; for though the People of the Land of all ſorts, be guilry 
-of many other Crying Sins, yet this one Sin of Perſccuting the Righte= 
.ous for their pure Conſcience ſake, is and always hath been the moſt 
Grievous in the Eyes of Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe Glory is mainly concerned 
in it, as one may ſee by that in As 9g. where it is ſaid by Jeſus from 
Heaven, Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me. The Jews and Saul thought 
they had done well, ſo to perſecute thoſe Poor Members of Chriſt in 
thoſe days, becauſe they would not conform to the Ceremonies of their 
Law and Service; but Jeſus ſaw ir was done againſt him in them, what 
was done againſt them. So though many may think they do well, in 
doing thus againſt us in theſe days, becauſe we cannot conform to your 
Cuſtoms, contrary to. that of God in our Conſcience: Yet know 
aſſuredly, we are juſtified in the ſight of God for what we do, and he 
- will aſſuredly plead our Innocent Cauſe, as he did the Sufferers for 
Truth in thoſe former Days; and it will not be well with the Land, 
ſo long as theſe Yokes of Oppreſſion are upon us, who deſire nothing 
more than the Peace, Welfare, and everlaſting Good of the King and 
all People; but alas, it will not- be ſo long as the Law,which ſhould be 
' Jaid upon the Wicked Drunkards, Swearers, Unclean Perſons,” and 
Waſters of God's Creatures upon their Lulſts, is thus laid upon the 
Righteous, who live Peaceably, Righteouſly and Godiy, in this pre- 
{ent evil World. And ſo you Jud:es, be awakened to true jun 
and _ 


*% 
; F 43 £ - 
fy v3 5 , 
++. 3 oY *. "434 y «4 
EG . - Woe 
| [XUMI 


A Teſtimony againſt Perſecution. | "113- 


RG — 


day, and let the King alſo and all People know the ſame, and know that 
iÞ 1s for all your Sins, and eſpecially for the hard Uſage of us the 
Peaceible and Innocent People of God in Scorn called Quakers, for our 
Pure-Conſci:nce-ſake, and Holy worſhipping of our God in Spirit and 
Truth, as the Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath taught us: And fo till this, with 
the reſt, be repented of, How can the Lord accept you, or be for you ? 
Yea, though Noah, Daniel and Fob, ftood before God to intercede for 
you, yet his Heart cannot be for you, ſo long as your many Sins, and 
this grievous Sin before mentioned, do remain : Yea, though you ſhould 
meet together every Cay in the Week, and call it a Faſt, and ſeem in 
the outward to humble your Souls, yet till thefe Burdens of Sin be re- 
moved from off your Souls, and the Yokes of Oppreſlion from off 
Chriſt*s Lambs, it cannot be well with you. Your Teachers may tell 
you of Sin in the general to be the caule of theſe -Plagues, but they tell 
you not nakedly and truly for what tne Hand of the Lord is lifted up 
azainft you, neither inJeed can they, becauſe of the Blindneſs of their 
Hearts, and the Spirit of deep Sleep that is, fallen upon them. So 
Friend, theſe things are on me, as from the Lord, to advertiſe. thee and 
you #11 of, in love to thy Soul and you all, and to deſire yon, in the 
Name of the Lord, to lay them to Hearr, and ponder of them, and 
not to paſs over them ſlightly, as too many have done, becauſe they 
come. from ſich a one as I, who amas a Man rejected by you: Yet the 
Lord loves my Soul, and cares for me, praiſed he his Name; ane in 
the Patience, and Joy, ard Strength of the Peace sf God's Bleſſed Spirit, 
am 1 kept and preſerved in theſe continued Bonds and Sufferings for 
his Names ſzke ; and the Love of Chriſt conſtrains me to ſeek all your 
Gond and Welfare in the Lord, though the more I do this, I be the 
more hated and perſecuted of ſome for my Good Will; but this I im- 
puce not here to thee, but deſires that thou maiſt more and more keep 
thy Hezrt and Hinds clean from the great Offence (to wit, the Hatred 


of Goodneſs and gooi Men) which hath ſank Nations and Kingdoms 
into the Pit. Ard my delireis, That the King, and all in Au h-rity, - 


may timely know and confer of theſe things, as things of moſt Co.» 
cernment to their Immortal Souls, Reſts God's Servant 
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and Juſtice, and know aright for what both Land and Sea mourneth at this PS 
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Wo to the W orld, becauſe of Iniquity. 


O to the World, becauſe of the great Iniquity that Iyeth upon it, 
O how are the People of this preſent time whoſty looſe in their 
Hearts to all manner of Vanity. The Lord ſeeth and well pondereth 
of theſe things, though you, O poor deceived People, will not ſee ir. 
For O how the Enemy of your Souls, through long Cuſtom, hath blinded 
your Minds, ſo that the Good which God hath commanded you, you 
like not at all, but the Evil which your own Hearts have deviſed you 
call Good, and fo bring your felves under the Wo, Wo, Wo, to the 
curſed Cuſtoms of the World, which are many : Your Races, both by 
Men and Beaſts, where Multitudes meet together to ſpend their pre- 
cious Time, and to fatisfie their Vain, Covetous and Drunken Minds, 
the Lord is againſt it; and Judgment from Heaven lingreth not, you 
will not be warned until you feel it. Reſts God's Servant and Witneſs 
2gainſt all vain Inventions, 


Thomas Taylor, 


— 


An Apology from the Harmleſs againſt the 


Unjuſt. And to the King and his Magi- 
ſtrates againſt Plotting. 


WW who are of the World called Q«kers, Co teſtifie, as in the 
ſight of the Bleſſed Lord God of Heaven and Earth, that we are 
clear in our Hearts from all Phottings or Contrivings of Evil or Miſ- 
chief againſt the King or any of his Subjefts ; and that our Meeting 
apart from the Steeple-houſe Worſhip, is meerly in Obedience to God 
and at his Command, who ſaith, Come out from amongſt them who live in 
$in, and plead for the continuance of the Body of it (Yea inthe Rege- 
nerate themſelves) during tearm of Life: And fe while we touched 
the unclean thing with you, we could not be accepted of God ;. and 
therefore the Lord called us out, that we might meet togather as we 
do, -and have done theſe many yezrs, in his holy Name and Fear; to 


worſhip bim in Spiric and Truth, not in a Pretence, but in the real 


Truth ” 


bs 


—————" In Jpology againit Wlotting. 
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Truth! of the'thing : And we have found his Heavenly Preſence withus, 1660 


% 
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and his Holy Promiſe fulfilled amongſt vs, whicfTaith, Where ro or wyw 
three are gathered rogether in Chriſt®s Name, he mill be in the midſt of them ; 


Praiſes to kim for cver. And now as concerning thoſe People called 
Monarchy: en, who are Fighters with Carnal Weapons, and it ſeems 
did riſe up to diſturb the Peace of the Nation by outward Force, we 
do utterly deny; and not only them, but all others who: think the 
Kingdom of Chrift can be ſer up with a Carnal Weapon, or that his 
Church can be preſerved and kept cl:an by worldly Force, for God 
hath given us graciouſly to ſee beyond all ſuch things, and hath mani- 
feſted in us that Bleſſed Heavenly Power and Spirit of Chriſt, by which 
his Church, which is his Body, is raiſed up and preſerved, and builded 
up for evermore z and. the Sword of this Bleſſed Spirit of Jeſus, which 


is the Word of God we know, for.the cutting down not of Perſons: 


but Sins, Praiſed be God; and fo toithe outward Fightings and War- 
rings our Hearts are dead, and we dare not avenge our ſelves as the 
wicked World doth, but to God do we” commit our Cauſe in Well. 
doing, for he 1s the Avenger of all Wrongs, and Pleader-af the Inno- 
cent Cauſe of his People in all Generations, Glory to his Name over all. 
And therefore it cannot be but a moſt unjuſt thing, that we ſhould 
ſuffer by a Law that was made againſt Plotters and Seditious Conven- 
ticlers: I ſay, we who through the Grace of Chriſt are made to witneſs 
azainſt all ſuch things from our very Hearts,. and therefore it concerns 
all, who are in Authority, to ſee what they do, and todiſtinguiſh right- 
ly. of Mattcrs, leſt they cauſe the Innocent to ſuffer, as ſome to their 
own Hurt have done, and fo bring God's eg vpon them ; for 
got the greateſt that ever were upon the Earth, conld eſcape God's 
Judgments who wronged his People, witneſs Abeb*s Hguſe, and all the 
great Kings of the Nations in all Ages, who touched God's People, who 
were as dear to him as the apple of bis Eye: Do you not remember 
what they did to Daniz! for the Worſhip of his God, and how the Lord 
delivered him, and the Pit devoured his Adverſaries, with the In- 
formers ard falſe Accuſers? Damel could not worſhip but according to 
the Law of the God of Heaven, and fo we cannot worſhip but according 
to the Law of the Spirit of Life which is in Chriſt Jeſus: Muſt we 
therefore ſuffer; well we are helped by the Love of God, to rej»yce 
and hear patiently the Will of the Lord, until he plead our Innocent 
Cauſe, and judge in Righteouſneſs betwixt us and our Adverſaries, for 
in his Judgment is our Boldnels, Glory to God for ever z-but the Haters 
of the Good cannot ſtand before him. The Jews ſaid, 7h:y kad 4 
Law, and by their Law Chriſt onght to die : Was that & good Law 


which condemned the Innocent ? So whatcver Men pretend, 2s a Cloak 
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Againſt May-poleg. _ 
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1660 to cover their Doings from Men, yet God ſees the Hearts of all:Per- 
- ww ſecutors of the Righteous, and will judge them as ſuch. Reſts 


Thomas Taylor, 


Againlt May-poles. 


People of Perkriage, and the Places thereabout, who had a Heart 

or Hand in the- ſetting up of theſe Heatheniſh May-poles,  eſpe- 
cially this ſecond time, you have ſhamed your ſelves and your Religion 
thereby in the ſight of all, and you have greatly provoked the Lord God 
againſt you by theſe doings: And the, old Heathens did never more 
manifeſt their evil inſide in ſetting up their Idols, than you have done 
in ſetting up this dead Stick, and adorning it with Garlands, or ſo, 


- and ſometimes Dancing and Rejoycing about it, as your Brethren in _ 


the Wilderneſs did about the golden Calf. And now vpon this parti- - 


cular Stick, what may be judged by the Flag that ſtands on high upon 
it,but that you have bid defiance to all Good. O© the Pride, O the Selt- 
willedneſs, O the Naughtineſs of your blind deceived Hearts! How 
Jong will you ſtrive againſt God with your Doings? How long will 
you-provoke the Eyes of his Jealouſic againit you ? A ſad days coming 
upon you from-his provoked Throne, O Repent, Repent, the dreadful 


_.. and terrible Day of the Lord God is at hand ; And' what will you do 


in.that day ? Will you cry to the May-pole which you hare ſo long 
danced abovt for help ? O the Blindneſs and Wretchedizefs of your de- 
ceived Hearts, .when will you awake, when will you conſider, and when 
will you remember your latter End ? This dead and dry Stick, is a true 
Figure of your dead and barten. Hearts to God and Goodneſs. So 
whilſt you have Time prize it, for this is the Day of your Vil:tation 
from the Spirit of the Lord in his Servant 


Tpomas Ta tylor. 


To: 


s 


— 


— 


hb 


To a Dancing-Maſter. 


F 10 hear a Dancing-Maſter plead for his Kingdom, becauſe of the 
g + : gy Gain that _he!reaps from his evt] Work, is no ſtrange thing ; 
but to 'fee,.him plead: for it from the Example of Holy David's Dancing 


} 


or. Rejoyeing before God's Ark in Raviſhment: of Joy (for its return) 


is abominable in thee, and the ſame. which thervain bidlers and Pipers 
of the, Country 4condemned by the Law }ji do; - who. will plead 'Davia's 


Muſick. to-bolſter themſelves up: in their unhaly Work z and ſ>thete' 


is no ore {Agreement betwixt David's Dancing and thine, than there 
is betwixt David's Muſick and the Fidlers. If' David's Dancing before 
God's Ark were ſeen by your Eyes, who plead for-your Heatheniſh Herg- 


dian Dancings, in theſe days it would be accounted no leſsthan Madneſs: 


and Folly to you; as it was by Michael in the former: days.” 'O'the 
Blindneſs of thine and all-ſach Hearts, who are not afraid thus to wreſt 
Fcripture to your DeſtruCtion : -And whereas thou wouldſt excuſe He- 
-odjias (thou ſhonldſt have ſaid Herodias's Daughter) her Dancing Heel 
' from being a cauſe of the BaptiſPs Death, to covey thy Work withal, 
thou mailt know this Cloak is too ſhort, for though Heroa?s Heart was 


evil, not only for marrying Herodias, but alſo in Impriſoning Fohn for: 


reproving him for it (as many in thelg days both do. Evil, and Impri- 
ſon the Servants of the Lord for. telling them of it) I ſay, though He. 
rod's Heart was evil and temptable, yet her Dancing Heel (as thon calls 
it) was as a- Devil to tempt him to that raſh Vow at that time; for it's. 
manifeſt by. his Unwillingneſs of anſwering her Demand for FJohr?s 
Head, that-he had no delire.of his Death, :at leaft at that time, though- 
he had put him in Priſon.  :-- | | 


And ſo my Exhortation to thee (in Truth and not Hypocrike) is to- 


- give over thy Dancing work ; for as I ſaid before, fo | ſay'apgain, it" 


' is not of God, and ſo. it cannot protper, nor that Gain or Pleaſure thar * 
comes to.tiee or any others-Irom it ; And hate good Counſel no longer; " 


for it will be hard for any to kick againſt the Pricks of God's Reproof, 


Thomas Taylor. 
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To the Fruitleſs Vineyard of England. 


£ Aye Blood- ſackers which hunt after Blood, which Jay Tracks 
' and Snares 'to flay the Righteous! Oh what a Profeſſion is' this 
that you live in, that are ſo full of Fury: and* Rage, ſome Mockinj : 
ſore Beating, ſome Stocking, ſome Stoneing, ſome Plotting and laying 
wait to ſhed the Immocent Bl6oJ, and yet yon de make a Profeffion of 
God and Chrift, which Chriſt never taught that Doctrine; and there 
you ſhew your ſelves to beas Bloody Perſecutors as ever the Fews were, 
who Crucified Chriſt and ſought to flay the Apoſtles. - Oh England, En- 
gland! 1s this the Fruit of thy Miniſtry ? Is this the Vineyard which 
thou haſt planted? Howl ye Vine-drefſers: Oh how is the Vineyard 
Full of Briars! Oh how is the Vineyard full of Thorns! Oh how is the 
Vineyard full of dead Frees, which cumber and bring forth no Fruit ! 
_ Oh kaw are the Springs ſtopped (that ſhould Water it) with the Phi. 
Iiftines:! Oh how. fult is the Vineyard of Serpents ! ©h how is the Vine- 
yard fall of Thiſtes! Oh how is the Vineyard full of Wecds!. Oh how 
full is the Vineyard of Nettles! Oh how full is the Vineyard of wild 
Beaſts, and of Trees that bear wild Grapes, and ſour Grapes, which 
ſets the Childrens Teeth on edge! A time hath been, and is, that the 
pretended Dreſſers and Lookers to the Vineyard are blind, and! do 
not know one Tree from another, and cannot diſtinguiſh a Lamb from 
a Dog, a Sheep from a Goat, a Dove from a Kite; full is the Vineyard 
of Wolves, ſtrong Horſes neighing, and the Horſes of Ph-areah and his 
Chariots whirling up and down: And the Vineyard is full of Thieves 
and Rohbers; and the pretended Watch- men are blind, and cannot 
difcern betwixt a True Man and a Thief, but they call the Thief true 
Man, and the true Man Thief ; they call Light Darkneſs, and Darkneſs 
Light ; They call them who have come in at the ſtrait Gate to Life, 
and ſo come in at the Door, theſe they call Thieves and Robbers; and 
thoſe who have never received the Word of the Lord from the Mouth 
” of the Lord, but are climb*d up another way, ard live in the broad 
= = away, Pride and Covetouſneſs, and the Luft of the Fl:ſh, theſe they 
= callthe Meſſengers of God. Oh how full is the Vineyard of Drunkards, 
=. Drunk with the Wine of the ſour Grape : The Land is full of Oaths, 
- and mourns becavſe of ſuch, that their Fleſh is defiled ; the Land is 
 - full of ReſpcQing of Perſons, which is a Tranſgreſſion of the Law of 
= = God: But now the Lord is riſen and riſing, who reſpets no Man's Per- 
= fon, and lays the Axe to the Root of the Tree; Every one that brings 
EE ma: forth good Fruit, muſt be hewen down ard thrown into the Fire : For 
now 


- hey hear the Report of thee and thy Children? Old and young even 
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- —TorhsFruitlels Uineyardof England. 


now is the L5rd ſending Sons and Danghters and Servants into the Vine- 660 
yard; Spears are broken and turned into Pruning-hooks, and Swords wwe 


into Mattacks and Plow-ſhares: Some are Plowing np, and ſome are 


Hacking up; and ſome are Pruning, ard ſome are dividing the Sheep - 


from the Goats, and the Lambs fronr'the Dogs, making a diftinCion, 
and putting -agifference; - and ſome are bridteing their Horfes whick 
have been wild; and ſome are diſtinguiſhing the Kites from the Doves, 
and putting 2 difference betwixrt the Precious are the Vile, betwixt the 
Boly and the Unholy : Tremble, Tremble, Tremble, 'ye Mountains 
and Hills, before the Lord, for out of S;9» doth the Lord utter his 
Votce, Wo, Wo, unto all you that doth inhabit the Earth, ye will be 
ſcattered as the Wind ſcatters the Chaff; you will be conſumed as the 
Fire conſumes the Stubble ; for the mighty day of the Lord is coming, 
which ſhall burn as an Oven ; look upon an Oven when it burns, and 
you are afraid to go into it : But the Fire of the Lord is coming, which 
will burn you vp Root and Branch : The Mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken 
it, wko will perform. his Word, and none of you that are Proud and 


Wicked can eſcape it : Thongh you may live a white in Pleafure and 


Wantonneſs, now. you have time prize it, this is the day of your 
Viſitation. 


Thomas T aylor. 


To the People of England. 


| O Ye People of England, whoſe Iniquities are broken forth like the 


breaking of the Sea, whoſe Mire and Filth appzar m every 
Place: O what an evil Savour is come vp in every place: The Land 
ſtinks before the Lord, becauſe of the Abominations that makes deſo- 
late in every place. Oh the filthy 24ay- Poles, that Heatheniſh thing, 
how they ſtand up in every place, ſome Naked, ſome Painted, and 
deck'd with Flowers, Garlands, Ribbons, and ſuch fooliſh things, after 
the Cuſtom of the Heathen of old that knew not God : And Oh with 
what Shoutings, abominable Drinkings, fooliſh Dancings and Noſes 
have they been brought in and ſet up in the Towns and Villages: Oh 
Poor naked England ! as if thou had loft all Taſte and Savour of 
Chriſtian Religion : And whet will the Heathens ard Papiſts ſay, when 


mad 
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1660 mad afcer their Idols, and none ſcarce any Courage left th ticlp in theſe 
| things, the hands of all even, zs it were fallen down in thee, and few 


but a'company of hidden Mourners lay the things to heart that are: 
ready.to overwhelm thee. Oh! .the Cty;,tbe Cry,: of thy Sins O En-, 
gland is grown great, . and thou haſt been often, warned by. the Lord 
God, but thou haſt not repented, but; even. hardned thy-Heart, and 
fitted thy ſelf for Deſtru&ion : And what, ſhall the Lord now do unto 
thee, but even open the Flood-gates of his Vengeance, and cauſe his 
Wrath to come upon thee, Judgment, upon Judgment, Miſery upou 
Miſery, till thou be brought low, and be, wmade.very ſmall, aud in the 
Doſt it-may be thou wilt remember the,Lord, and cry unio him. 

But Oh! what Lamentatioa ball be taken _ up for. thee, and for thy 
Teachers in the midſt of thee, O wretched England! For thy Teachers 
have alſo maniſeſted themſclves'to every Eye, to be a company of Self- 
ſceking Men, ſtriving one with another abour the Fleece, but none heip- 
ing. of healing the Diſeaſes, and Wounds: of the poor torn ſcaitered 
Flock, butevery one cries Give, Give; they all look to their own way, 
their Gain from their:Quarter, ard fear xt me, ſaith the Lord God z 
the beſt of them is as a Briar, and the moſt Upright among them as a 
Thorn-hedge: And now is the Lord ariſing, and he that hath over- 
come is coming in his mighty Power to daſh the Por- ſheards of the 
Earth together, and break them one againſt another, and Babylv!: the 
Great ſhall fall, and he a place for Dragons, and be no more irhabited 
by any Son of Man, as the Lord hath ſaid, for ever. 

So, howl ye Wilderneſles, and rejoyce ye Fruitful Fields, for the Lord 
hath viſited Sc and comforted his Aﬀicted, and the Kingdom ſhail be 


the Lord?s, and thz Hayghtineſs-of the World ſhall be humbled, and 


the Lofrtineſs of their Looks ſhall be brovght low, that the Loid God 
alone may becxaltcd for he is worthy :: And this is our Holy Hope,-vgd 
Iiving Confidence, and faichſul Witneſs, who. are-counted worthy of 
God to bear his Reproacii among[t you (O Peoplc) under the: name of 
Lakers. ES 
So Pcopic; cafe ſtriviig azainft the Lord,, and his. Witneſs in you, 
and deyile not Evil agatiiitic lngocent ; . but fear the Lord, and in.time 
-Fepenr, Jeit tus Fury bre;k in_upon you, and: his ficry Judgments. be 
multiplzcd. uPou yon, - Wi:kh none can [top or quench, 1907 yct the day 
of your, Vittation is not wiioily paſt. 
- + nj. Thomas. aylor. 


God's : 


pM UM Ween, 


God's Controverſie with England declared Ie 


"Or, A Warning-Word, by way of Re- 
proof, to the Inhabitants thereof, even to 
ſuch as Forget God, and are adding one 


Sin unto anotner, 


Pon the ſecond Day of the fifth Month, 1661. as T Travelled 
L , under the Burd-ns of the People, the Lord God of everlaſting 
Power, Glory, Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs ſaid unto me with a ſtron 
hand, write my Controverſie with this Rebellious People of England, 
who are Wiſe to do evil, but to de good will have no Knowledge, who pro- 
ceed from evil to worſe, and Fear not me at all, ſaith the Lord God; whoſe 
Iniquities are greatly increaſed againſt me, and to ſuch a beighr do the 
Floods of their Ungadlineſs make haſte to ariſe, that all the Meaſures 
will be quickly fl; Aud then Woe, Woe, unto them, ſaith the dread- 
ful and holy One. For thus ſaith the Lord, 7 will Overturs, Gvertury, 
until you wicked and profane multitude be no more ; Even' until you, O 
People, whoſe Ears are wholly ſhut againſt the good be conſumed and 
brought to nothing : For your Iniquities do burden my Righteous Soul, 
ſaith God, and Sodom was not more grievous to me than you are. For, 
O what fudying and ſtriving is in thy Multicude, how” they may ex- 
ceed in their Yanities, in their Riotings, Drinkings, Revelings, and 
Heatheniſh Abominations! Hath not my Soul conſidered, ſairh God, 
what you have done, both the laſt Year and this, under pretence of 
bonouring yeur King, What do you think by aiſhonouring Me, to honour 
your K:ng ? You and your King (if he allow of your dogs ) will 1 fe- 
verely Judge, faith the Lord God, except ye ſpeedily Repent, and all 
look better to your Ways than hitherto you have done. O conſider 
this, ye forgetters of God, ye filthy hearted People, how have ye made 
the Land to ſtink before me, with your Atommations! © I have ſcen, 
ſaith God, how, wickedly, and with a-high hand, as it were in deſpighr 
of me, you ſet up your /ay-poſes, that accurſcd thing, the laſt Year, 
and 1 warned you of it, and called ye to Repenrance; but, as if 1 had 
. ſaid nothing, you have doxbled your wickedneſs in the ſame thing this. 
Year alſo, to prevoke my Soul to ariſe up againſt yon to your hurt: 
And the Be-fom on the top of ſome of them, 1ignifies that / wall ſwiep 
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” 2Le * God's Controverfie with England. _ 
21661 the Lavd of evil docrs;, And ſurely, it ſhall come to paſs, that if ye will 
->+W4 not yet repent of your nickednefs, that 1 will plague” you With the 
= - -Plagnesof Egypt, and [ will do ſuch things amongſt you in my Judg- 
ment, and fury poured forth, that the Nations about” that hear there- 
of; ſhail ſtand amazed at thee. O Rrevolted and Back-ſlided Nation ; 
whither at thou gone already? and whither wilt thou run, if thou be 
ſuffered to go on? Into the Pit that thou art ſtept already, and into 
the nethermoſt Hell thou wilc fall if I let fthee alone. But- 1 wil 
eriſe, ſaith God, I will execute Righteous Tudgment in thee, with fire and 
ſword will 1 p/ead with thee, and thy migbrty Men ſhall fat with thee, 
who ſing thy Song, and take part with thy Lewaneſs, and ſtrengthen thy 
ungodly hanas in thy wicked ways, and ſay in their hearts, O this #5 a goad 
day, theſe are gord Subjetts, this #s the time we have long looked for'; now 
we reign; now we may do what we will, and who ſhall controul uw ? who 
who ſhall hinder: us from filling our ſelves with all manner of delights ;, now 
we are ſettled in our way ? now will we Build our decayed Houſes, ard Ree 
ftors our fallen Worſhips ;, now will we Repair the broken Fences of our Parks, 
rhat .we may-loave Game to the full , now ſhall our Horſes be well fed for the 
Race, that they may fully pleaſe ws ;, now let the Cock. Pits be looked to, for 
that (crue}) Sport, and let our Bowling- Allcys be well Drefied for our daily 
Recreation; 107 ſhall the Stage-players for our delight, bave th:ir full Li- 
berty, and all the Sons of YVamty have due Enceuragement 3 for the Old things 
-we Love, and that which is New, though never ſo much the Beiter, our ſouls 
Loath ;, We like tbe Old Ways of onr Fathers, becauſe when they. had Lords 
Biſhops, and their Miziſter Services with Mattens and Evenſongs, with Or- 
gens and Singing-boys, and ſuch like Things, then there was Pcace and 
Plenty ;, and when the Neighbourhood conld meet torether, and fit about 4 
Bone-fire or 1May-pole, or under a Biwer, and drink flirong Drink, and tell 
Stories, and Sing and Ryar, then there was Love and Agreement 3 Ard when 
Plays,” and Paſtimes, ard Wakes were duly frequented and obfurucd, then was 
i 'a Merry Time, and a foyful Land, and ail went will in all thiſe Days, 
when ſuch Ti.ings were on foot; Ar.d when thoſe that [aid they feared the 
Lord, and fo conid not join with us, bat rather Witneſled againſt us, 
and Reproved us for ſuch Things, were taken a Courſe withail, O then 
was it a good Day, ſay many; And asit was then, ſo would we have it now, 
faith your vain and wicked Hearts, O ye falen Sons and Daughters cf 
Adam! And I ſee you, faith rhe Lord God, with bath your tands en- 
deavouting theſe Things, and abuſing my Power, if poſlitle, to fet up 
the DeviPs Kwigdom with it; And thus, quite contrary to my Ordi- 
nance, ſairh rhe Lord, are you become as a Tc rour to the Good, antyn 
Encouragement to them that do Evil, and mine Fye ſeeth you right well, 
and my Heart confidereth you thorowly, and 1 carnot Love you, for 
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Bawels, devouring. every green” thing ,” and ſpending my Creatures 
aþ6n their 'Lyfts, not Tegarding ny Gloty at 4, ſhall be as heaps of 
Fael for the fire* of my Fealoufie, and it ſhall. kindle, upon then, and 


. = <<, 


poſer 'of my * Hears, according to, the Scriptures, ſairb the Holy One, 
Ley od! Thomas Taylor, 
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(Co all ye Profeſſors-of Scripture, upon the Face of the whole 
Earth, under what form ſocver, what have ye learned hitherta 
of all ye profeſs? Have ye'learned [to Fear God and keep his Command= 
: ments ?"Hevecye tearned thns to £ove God? And, do you love your Neigh- 
«boxr 'as yenr ſelves ?'Do yet profeſs to Ive God'above alt hings, and your 
*-Neighbour, as your ſelves ?: fs this done? Whit?” will a profeſſion of 
words commend you to Godyz Where the Obedience is a wanting ?* © 
Ext 4 9 2 
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.O! the pure River of Lefe that would quench, thy Thirſt, how is It 
flighted and negleCted by thee ! and therefore art thou utterly unſatiſ- 
Hed in whatſoever thon doſf, or attempts to d9... Thou art. never able 
to ſatiate thy Soul with husks *. Thou miſt com into theFather's Houſe 
Roh Ret mwmonlk ELIE oo eo oo 
"But thou apt in thy Heart, Thot art a Queen, yea, That thou art 
Rich, and indued with Goods, and haſt need of nothing: When as alas 
in the true Light, thon art ſeen to be Miſerable, Poor, Wretched, Blind 
and Naked: A long Courſe haſt thou run; but rhe. promiſed end thou 
haſt not reached : Thou haſt been like a bewildred Sheep, running frem 
* Mountain-to Hill to find a reſting place, where no reſt is, Thou 
cameſt indeed a little out of Egypr: But O! how ſoon didft thou turn 
back again thither, from whence thou came, and loved the'Fleſh- Pors 


of Egypt, yea, the Onions and Garlick better. than. God*s Manx in the 


2 > "Wilderneſs: Thou ſhonid'ſt have followed the Lord perfetly unto 


the Land of Reft in Patience, and ſilence of Spirit uager. his voice and 
teachings. | | +... | - T2000 Hi EL £5 
But thou grew weary of waiting upon thy God, and ſaw /mages of 
things on Earth, and /mages of things in Heaven, and bowed thy Heart 
to them, and didſt not keep thy Heart to the power that . broke thro? 
the Darkneſs for thee. Nor didft thou keep thy Eye to the Light of 
Life, that freely ſhined out of Darkneſs for to have guided thee through 
the dark howling Wilderneſ. to Sjen... But thou being.careleſs.and-fe]- 
fiſh, thou lent thy Ear,to the voice of the Stranger, and cryed,, 40 bexe, 
and Lo there, and fa waſt thou led out of the Way into By- Path; of Sin 
and Peath, where thou haſt been loſt from the rrue Life, and true Light, 
_ 8tid Spirs; that wrought in thee inthe begianing,. And thou haſt not to 
- this day throughly conſidered thy loſs 3, nay, very little is thy Naked» 
neſs and Wretchedneſs laid to Heart-in thee. | 
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" And now therefore thou, that art called Chriſtendom, What is the 1661- 
Wood of thy Yine(ſeeing thoy haſt left off ro bear Fruitto the Lord) bet- WWW: : 


ter than the Wood of enether Tree ? nay, it is not ſo good asany. For, 
if the Salt, that ſhould ſeaſon other things, have leſt its Savour, where- 
with ſhall it be ſalted ? and- of what uſe is- it, but even to be trodderr 
under Feet of Men. O! that thong wert wiſe to conſider, at leaſt in 
this thy day the rhings of thy Peace in this great Day, wherein the 
Bridegroom, which hath been as one travelled into a far. Corntry,' is 
come again, and is appeared in his ancient Love, Power, and PerfeCti- 
on to vit:t thee, and to ſeek thee ont of every place, where thou haſt 
been ſcattered through Sin, in the long Night of Apoſtacy,” to ſee,. if 
any of the pure Love that was in thee'in the day of thy Eſpouſals, may 
be recovered to himſelf ; that ke may know how to do thee good, and 
how 'to make manifeſt his ancient love unto thee, which bowed the 
Hearts of his fimple 1f-act into ſuch love of his goodneſs, as '0 folow the 
Lamb whcreſoever he went 'in the beginning. 

Byt Of thou polluted Woman, how art thou wandred! away from the 
true Sheep-fold !- How art thou gone a whorirg from thy God! How 
art thou covered with the ſhades of Night! And how art thou /of a- 
mongſt the Comntries, and. mingled with the Heathen! yea, thou haſt 
choſen thy own ways, and worſhipped the works of thy own Hands, 
and haſt caſt the pure Law of God behind thy back.” Yea, the Light of 
the Glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, which hath ſhined to thee, and would 
have gathered thee up to God, thou haſt reje&ed, and haſt not liked to 
retain God, nor his Light in thy Knowledge. And ſo thou art become 


> yain in thy Mind, and thy fooliſh Heart is become ſo dark, that thou: 


worſhips thou knows not whar, like thoſe that know not God, and art 
become a Prey to every Beaſt of the Field, and art bowed itt thy Heart 

to the Creatures, more than to the living God the Creator. : 
"And therefore will he ariſe in great Majz&y, and dreadful Power 
and will yet again bring to paſs his AF, bis ftrarge A in thee. -And 
he will not meet thee as 4 an, but as a conſuming Fire : Becauſe thou 
haſt rejeCted his' Goodneſs, Pattence;-and Forbearance: ' And haſt heaped 
to thy ſelf Teactiers after thy own Heart, who have rocked thee 4ſicep 
with their falfe Voices, crying, Peace, Peace, when there was »0 Peace; 
for tgere, is no Peace 10 any wicked one, ſaith the true God, profeſs what 
they may. 
| For the Lord is come to /ook, for Fruits. And now, Wo, Wo, to the 
Eruitlejs Trees, to the Briars and Thorns! for the Fite of the Lord God 
will conſume them. And now will the Lord God bring to nothing all 
thy Might, Wiſdom, Glory, and Greatneſs, whereby thou haſt exalted thy 
ſelf, and diſhonoured him ; and the Meek fha!l Inherit Heaven art 
;  Eaithhi, 
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Earth, - And bleſſed is he that overcometh that Evil and wicked Spi= 
rit, that ſo much. reigns and rages in thee; for he ſhall be called God?s 


- Sor, and fhall Inherit all things, as faith the Scripture. For the end 


cometh : And who ſhall ſtop the courſe of the everlaſting Sun of Righ- 


 reonſneſs, whoſe Day is dawned, bleſſed for evermore? 


O thou Corrupted Earth, who wallows in the Blood of  thine- Iniqui- 


ty ! who art become Deaf to the Heavenly Voice, and art become an 
Enemy to nothing ſo muck, as to that good thing that would anbrr- 


den thee of thy Corruptions! O; O how hath Hell iglarged it ſelf 
for the-multicude of thoſe wilful Tranſgreſlors in thee, that are. poſt- 


ing on in their fins this day to the Chambers of Death! who are 
making Provifion for the fleſhly Luſts, which War againſt the Soul! 


who will not believe what their miſerable State ſhall be, though 
one come {rom the dead to declare it in true Experience go them. | 


But, © thou little. Remnant "of Wheat 'amongft ſuch. a heap of 


'Ehaff ! O thou lovely Sced of God, which brings forth Fruit of Righ- 


teonſneſs to his Glory, and ſo fhines forth as Lights in the fore-faid 
dark World.. Do thou rejoyce, and be thou glad for ever in the 
Lord thy Saviour, who hath loved thee with an everlaſting Love, and 
by his Arm ef Power hath raiſed thee up to. be. his Servant, and: hath 
gathered thee into his Boſom of Safety to lie cown, and reſt in Peace 
with himſelf for evermore, EE | 


So be t, even ſo be it, ſaith the Spirit and the Bride. So do thou, 
O Lovely Holy Sced, begotten to-God in Righteouſneſs; do thou truſt 
nd rejoyce in the Lord thy God for ever. | . nt 

And be not troubled nor diſmay*d at the roarings.of the Waters of 
Babylon; but be ſtill, be ſtil], be at reſt and Peace in the Arms of the 
Lord God Almighty, bleſſed, bleſſed for evermore. 


From 4 Lyver. of God's Everlaſting Truth, 
Thomas Taylor. 
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FEFQOELY -- | = 
M15S know, that the Emtrance into Righteonſneſs is the Only and 


- Aloze Entrance into the Kingdom of God, and there is not ano- 


ther, Chriſt is-God's Righteouſnets, and ſo the Door : He that entereth 
:0t in by 6, ſaith Chriſt, #5 « Thief and 4 Robber, So, ſee all People, 
where zouare? I am the Way, the Truth, ard the Life, allo faith Chriſt, 
and no Man cometh to the Father, but by me, So conſider all People: Is 
Chriſt your Way ? And is nothing Trathto you, like Chriſt ? Ard have 
you « Life in nothing at all, a9in Chriſt? Deal honeſtly with your own 
Souls, and deceive not yqur ſelves; for God will not be mecked. Bring 
your Deeds to the Lighth and ſeek not to hide your Sins from the Lord : 
m_c_ is nathing ſecret, which ſhall not be made manifeſs, 7% 
+Drunkard, bring thy Deeds to the Light. Thou| knowelt by the 
Light, thou ſhonldſt notbe Drunk, nor ſpend God*s | Creatures upon 
thy Luſt. - Here thou Htiaft learned thy Condemnation, 'and the Wrath 


of God abides upon thee in this Cendition, profeſs what thou may*lt. 


And all thy Prayers and Performarices are Abomination to the Pure 
God, whilſt thou abideſt in the Luſt of Dr ankeweſs; for it defiles, 


AKndall ye Unclean-hearted Ones, who burn in your Lnſts,one to- *' 


wards another, and are as the Brute Beaſts, who know neither Guide 
nor. Rule over your Minds but are in the Evil Liberty, to follow yqur 


own Evil Hearts. - Bring your Deeds to the Light, and it will let you 


ſee you ſhould not be ſo: It willtell yon, That the Vneleanſhat not enter 
God's Kingdom ; and without Holineſs none can ſee God. | Here ye may ſee 
your Way to be to the Chambers of Hell and Death, and notto Chrift, 


And al ye Swearers, Vain and Obſcene Talkers, and Fooliſh Fefters, 
whoſe Tongues run through the World : And as you know no Limit to - 


your Luſts, ſo you know no Bridle to. your Tongue. Your Religion 5s 
Vain, Jam. 1. 26, Bring your Deeds to the Light; there you may read 


your Cundernnation. For there is that in your Conſcience tells you, ' 


2 to Scripture, that for every jdle, vain, unclean or prophane 
Word :4t Men ſhall ſpeak, they muſt give Acconnt thereof to the Pare and 
Juſt God in the Day of Tyqoment, ; 

Howl then ye Gail-y, and be handled for your Sins, left that Day 
come ſuddenly up92 you, as a Thief in the Night, and ſweep you 2H 
away, as it did theOid Wold, why r:grded not the Day of their Viſte 
tation, but went on in their Sins, until there was no Remedy. 
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ww Awake, awake, ye Deadand Careleſi-hearted, who put the Day of 
| ' the Lord afar off, and cry Peace, when there is zo Peace, For, what 

Peace to the Wicked ? There is no Peace to the Wicked, ſaith the true God; 

but Peace only upon Zion, and to ſuch as turn from Iniquity in Facob. 

Solet not one take the Name of Chriſt in their Mouch any more, until 
| they depart from Iniquity. For ſuch as goon inthe Cuſtom and daily 
= -Pradice of Sin, and yet think to cover themſelves with an Outward 
| Profeſſion of Chrift, do but deceive themſelves, and increaſe their Con- 
demration, adding Sin to Sin. This is God's Truth, which he that 
hath an-Egr, let him hear; and he that hath any Deſire in him to re- 
turn to God, let him confider of, and give Glory to God by Repenting 
of that, which doth any way diſhonour God. 


| Alſo this know for truth, That your Invented, Licentions G aming for 
Vain Delights and Pleaſures is not of 'God; but an Invention of tha: 
Wicked One, who is called the Devil and Satan, Invented to pleaſe 
the Vain and Empty Minds of his Children and Servants, which are our 
of the Law and Truth of Ged. But the Children and Servants of 
Gcd are full of Goodneſs, and are exerciſed in the Law and Truth of 
God Day and Night; and ſodeny the Devil and his Works. So let ne 
Man deceive any of you, neither be deceived in yeur ſelves ; for the 
Judge is at the Door. -And the True Light is ariſen, which makes ma- 
Nifeſt every Work, and the Reward of it for Ever. 


And al] ye Stage- Players, Pupper-Players, and the Authorsand Inventors 
of ſuch things, with all that love ſuch Heatheniſh Things, yea, and give 
your Money for them, that thereby ye may feed the Covetous Lults 
in the Players, that thirft afier Money; and the Vain Luſt of your own 
defiled Eyes apd Ears, which are after Pleaſures more than the Lord 
Sod that made you. - Know this, That your Works are all weighed in 
an equa] Ballance, and by the Light of Chriſt you are all ſeen to be out 
of the Doctrine of Chriſt in the Hea:henifh Nature, upholding and pra- 
Qiling thoſe things, which Chriſt came to deſtroy. Yea, and by the 
Light of Chriſt in your own Conſciences, when you are a little ſober 
agd ftill in your Minds, you know, you ſhould not do ſuch things : Here 
you alſo have learn'd your Condemnation, and cannot in this State 
ſtand before the Lord, becauſe of your Sins. 

 _ Andallys, that can pleaſe your ſelves with beholding one Creature burt 
and torgient another, yea, ſometimes even ro Death, as at Bull baitings, 
Bear baitings, Cork fightings, and the like. O! what Minds have ye, 
-ard how gonuary-.Aarc ye herein to the Tenger Nature of Chriſt, and all 
CH . Chriftians 
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Chrijtian;, truly fo call'd, who could never'Rejoice in any' ſich things, 766 w 
by reaſon of their tender, piriful and perriful Nature © Oye Children of oy. 
Cruelty ! when will your Hearts break, your” ftony Hearts melt into | 
Tears before the Lord for all your mighty Sins ? And'when will you 
bring your Deeds to the Light, that ye may ſee| the Uglineſs of your 
- Sins,; and, repent. of thenr} left the Judgments written fail upon you 
for them, . as it did upon a!t ſuch from the beginning of the World, and 


YT 


there be no eſcape?” * 


O England, England ! Aoyw baſt thou defiled thy ſelf by thine 1ni- 
quities /. How is the Flood-gate of Sin broken open in thee.to the' pal- 
lating -of thy Land! O, how art thou wholly over-ſpread with Briars, 
and Thorgs,. and Weeds ! 6 that the Lord muſt ariſe.co purge thee. by 
Fire; ſeeingthou haſt refuſed to waſh: in that pure Water of Life, "that 
ſprung up in thee. - So if thou haſt an Ear, hear, before it be too late, 
and-the Door be fliut. _ EL 
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E Feaſters, ye G amefters, Ye Drunkards and Gluttars, ye Falſe Chri- 

JL ftians, whoſe God is your Belly, and whoſe Care is how you. may 
fatisfie your Ungodly Lufts; you are Enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt : 
Yea, you Crucifie Chrilt afreſh to your ſelves, and put him to open 
Shams by your Lewd Living. | 

The Hand of the Lord is againſt you, ye Prophane Eſfau's, who have 
ſold and are ſetling your Birth-right for a Meſs of Pottage. When. will 
ye Awake, 'when will ye Ariſe from off your ſinful Bed, where you cry 
Peace to your ſelves in your Sins ? 

When will ye lay to Heart the Apoſtle's Do&rine, ye Common 
Sinners, whoproudly boaſt of your Common Prayers, and yet depart 
not from your Iniquities ? Is not the Sacrifice of the Wicked an Abo- 
mination to God ? And will God regard your Prayers, whilſt you ſo 
love and regard your Iniquities, and walk ſo contrary to the Dodrine 
of Chriſt ? 

Doth not the Apoſtle ſay, fake no proviſion for the Fl:ſh, to ſatisfie it 
# tbe Luſts thereof; and ye, in 2 dire& Oppolitien and Batred to this 
Doftrine, make all proviſion for the Fleſh to fulfil and ſatisfie it every way 
in the Luſt thereof. And ſo your {—_ is as the Table of Devils, 2nd 
, nor - 


fo OutUde Þzetendersto ChriTianity: 


rs 3. ad ye canyotboth, partake of the Table of Devile and 


not of Sajp 5Th > 
the Zable of Cbrz 4 the Apofile. being Witneſs. »... 


* 


. So howl ye Sinners, and Ungediy Perple, and' be humbled for all your 
Lewdneſſ:s; and -repent '@f all four Whoredoms, whereby. ye have 
gonea Whoring from. the Life of Chriſt, and his Saizts. And Iet your 
Feaftings be: turned into Eaſtings, and your Leeghters: and. H{errinents, be 
turn'd into Lementations and bitter Afourrings, | = the Miſery that is'ta 
come upon you from The Preſence of the Lord, in the Day of his Fierce 
Wrath, which ts nigh to come, and be revealed upon you in Flatnes of 

Fire for all your mighty, Sins. En NE | 

© ye, that ary fo contrary to Chriſt, be humbled before the Lord 

for all your. Zporri/ſies, who ſay, You are come ont of .Popery, and-'yet. 

continue i ſomCof their Tdolatrogs Cuſtoms,-a$ this Prophane keeping 

of the time, whitlLye in Tmitatian call Chriſtmas *C among other Super-: 

ſitions ) whereby ye ſhew. your ſelves to be, tco near of Kin to that 

- Whoriſh Woman, which hath Cefiled the Earth with her Abominations. 

Ye make haſte to fill up the meaſure of your Iniquities, as though the 

time would fail you to make your ſelves perfet in Wickednefs. _ And 

ye ſeem to entertain Chriſt as the Hearthers of Old did their 1do/s, who 

thought, The more Fain, Luftful aud Wanton that they were, the more they 

pleaſed their Idols, and rffered a more acceptable Sacrifice to their Gods, But 

O! be humbl'd for theſe things, leſt the Lord carry you back again 

Into the Belly of Egyp: and Blackneſs of Babylon's Darkneſs, whither ye 

have rnanifeſted roo much a Mind to return. And as a Fuſt Recompence 

for, all your Unrighteouſneſs, he Sworein his Wrath, That ye ſhalxever 
exter into by Ref. . ORE +1 | | 


Thomas Taylor. 
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'Work in the Earth. 


'J Ear O EARTH,” and? \hearken 'ye HEAVENS, for the 
Lord hath ſpoken, even the Lord God mighty 'in Power and 
excellent in Wiſgtom; Loving-kindneſs and' Mercies have appeared, and 
are made manifeſt in the Children of men,and the Iſles of the Gentiles 
do feel his Power and partake of his Promiſe in the Light,in the Life; in 
the: Erernal Covenant of his Peace and Truth, whereby Faphat is per- 
ſnaded in the Tents of Shem to dwell : And this is the Lords own doing, 
and it. is marvel{aus io the pure eyes of all that behold it, and the'eye 
; that ſeeth is Bleſſed, and the Soul that heareth and beleiveth is Blefſed, 
and ſhall be Bleſſed 3 for the Lord the faithful'God js Ariſen, andhis 
appearance is like the Sun when it Ariſeth and Shineth in the Brighitneſs 
of its Glory 3 and therefore are we refreſhed-and cauſed to live in his 
fight; and to bring forth the living fruits of Righteouſneſs to his praiſe 
and glory; Glory, glory for ever, for the Heayen gives now its dew, 
and the Earth yeilds its encreaſe, and the bleſſing is upon the People 
20d the Nations of the World {haſt bow, «90 the 11 ebitarny of the 
Earth do-tremble-at the Glory of the Lotd,at the Maj bis Appear- 
ance n this his glorious day, wherein be $30 Vie 5, hep Vi « 
tiag his Seed, and; calling his Servants ont of Egypr,and delivering his 
Belaved-onr of the/ hands of him that was too ſtrong for them, and 
patting a new. Song into oue- Mouths; 'And*bis Reft is Gloriong, and 
his Praiſe is Holy , and his Retiown'is fpread'abroad; and his Foes be- 
came his Foot-ſtool-z and the Ranſomed' of the Lord do- unto Zorn 
return, and in the'Pight ofithe living God dv All the day reFaeh and 
praiſe. him upon the'truly Spiritoal and we}-tuned loud Cymbals in the 
heights of //ree/, in the 'Holy Temple, in the Promiſed"*Land, in the 
Purchaſed Poſſeſſion in the Holy Mount, even the Mountain of God's 
everlaſting Love in CHRIST JESUS, where his eternal Arm of 
Power and F3ithfulneſs.is truly witneſſed ; And this is the Mountain 
of Gods Houle. and«Halineſs indeed, which is now on the top of all 
Mountains; . and here .the Lord is fully ſeen, and his -living Power 


daily felt, and his everlaſting Love continually enjoyed , for watering 
and refreſhing the Babes and living Plants of the New Jeruſalem; glory - -- 


zlory for ever, glory to the Righteous, for this is comly. 

And now is the day of the Lords gathering, and his Angels are gone 
forth, and his Trumpet hath ſounded the Alarm our of tte holy Monn- 
[Place theſe Sheers after Paye t20.] * pin 
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1662 tain, unto. all the Inhabitants of the- Earth;-And-now-if any Old or 


WYVV Young, High or Low, can come forth and ſtand before the God of 


- 7 the whole Earth; they are warned and:called upan to. bring their; deeds 


to the-L1'GH T, to the day of the Lamb, that rroue Light chat hgbreth 
every man that cometh io the World, John 1. 9. For now indeed is 
the day of the Lord Go appeared ; and the Lamb is come, and who may 
ſtand before him? whocaa abide this day of his coming ? for he cometh 
inthe thouſands of his Holy-Ones to:Judge the, World,” even all that are 
Proud and do Wickedly in his fight, andto coavince them of all their un- 
godly deeds and-hard ſpeeches, witich they ungodlily have ſpoken againſt 


him, and whereby they have ſlandred the foot ſteps of bis Anointed Ones, 


2nd blaſphemed. his Heavenly Tabernecle,which he hath pitched amongſt 
men that he mightdwell amongit them and be glorified for evermore. 
So WOE is to the Wicked, and much..Wrath will be upon the 
Peopic who now:{tand out and ftrive againſt the Lord, even the Lord, 
the-habication of Juſtice, in whoſe hands is their o1cath, wio are care* 
leſs Children and dg not regard this day oftheiVifitation. | 
. Soallhaving time, prize it,and bow;to the Lord-God,and know this 
day of your Vilitation z for the Lord in.his Glory is Ariſen,and his Eye 
behelds, and with bis own pure Light is crying the children of men: 
And now, even yow ſhall the Mouth of lniquity: be ſtopped, and the Righ- 
teous ſhall FEISHEe and be; glad, as the Scripture hath ſaid; Yea, the 
bigh praiſes of God is already keard in their ' Mouths, -and/ the Sword 
of the. Spirit, which » the Word of Gad, is felt going forth Conquering 
and co Conguer ; And the.Mountains are moved,. and the leffer Hills are 
afraid, and the hearts of the Hypocrites do melt for fear at the pre- 
ſence of the Lord, at the appearance of our God, the true God, . the 
everlaſting Father who is exalting his, own. Name, and ſeting vp the 
Kingdom of his dear . Son, and ſhaking terribly.the earth ; glory, 
glory to him for ever and for;erer; for he/is good, and bis Mercy cn- 
dureth for ever, .and-of his faithfulneſs there is-no: end; 1 © 3. 
. Allfleſh is graſs, but.that.which is born, of the Spirit is Spirit, and; 
ſhall inherit and found forth the living Prailes of the living God for ever» 
mores as it is at this day. So beit. | 


- ' Given forth, in the movings of the Lords as « Witneſs to hid Truth in this his 
Day, by one who ve..rs the Reproacth of C' brift: < amonſt many Brethren ) 
ly hs evil Yorld, under the name of Quaker. | 


Thomas Tay'vw. 
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VR 7 HE the Lord God of Eternal Power began, by his Spirit, 
\ / + Pcue in theſe Nations, in the lite times of Trouble, and 
there t.xs 22 Opening in the times for the Zeal of the Heart to wark 
bar 7t felf, they rvery oye beravk Themſelves 10 that Fellowſhin. and 
Petple That agreed moſt with the Working<Principle that wes tt them, 
#4 fo there came-a Uiitingulſhing and Fhowledge [- thoſe ſeeking Souls, 
utording to ſome thing mot obvioas to the Eye of the World, an 

ſo they called ſome by the name of Presbyterians, ſome Tndependent, 
wxd the like : For, as for thoſe called Prelatical, they were not of fuch 
a preſſing Nature, as to ſeek forward mach after the Spiritual K;ng- 
dom, but rather Breathed after their O!d Form, how they might come 
to that ag4ip, 'Ctvithout the former Troubles) to lhe down in that : 
Bat thoſe called Presbyterian or mixed Independent ( in anſwer to 
whoſe Queries, or one of them, the enſuing ſheets are ) they ſeemed 
fo Realons while the Worlds Power countenanced them, as though they 
would have taken Heaven, as it were by force ; and not only ſo, but 
een of late alſo, ſince the S:cond Charles came in, and they began ts 
ve pat onr of Their hi3h Places by ſome old Tacumbent, as they call this, 
or upon ſome other Account, as Zealor /o, yet dia ſome (Dong keep np 


their Caitom of Preachins among ſt People in publick, where they could 


get place or audience, in /o much that the boaſting Spirit began to get up 
in ſome of them, as in this John Revnolds, as though nothing ſhould 
ſtop their paſſage, and ſo wonld have ail accounted Liars that had ſaid 
10 the otrary ; But berrold the Wiſdom if God in ſuffering things [0 
to come tol paſs, that ail thines miz/!t ve Fully manifeſt : And ſo ax 
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1662 At of Parliament muſt come out againſt them, unleſs they will Cam 
.FVY form.” And then lo, behold this ſhower of Rain forces in their ten. 


aer Heads, as not being able to endure the ſvarpneſs of the Storm, 
for want of the true Spiritual Armour : For Weras ana Profeſſion 

could never ſecure any from the Fiery Trihls that are /iill ordered is 
rhe Wiſdom of God for the manifeſting of every Seed : So if theſe en. 
ſuing anſwers may be ſerviceable unto any of theſe Xealous Hearts tg 
provoke them to a farther ſearch of themſelves, and be a means non 
when they are ſomething low, to give them a ſight of any thing wherein 
Zhey have Sined again(t God,. and Erred from his way of Life, apd ſq 
£0 move them toiRepenthuce, it will be well, and a gladaing of my 
Heart, and of my Brethren, who cannot but deſire and endeauoar, not 
only theirs, but even the good of all Men ; yea, of them, that either 
in times paſt have, or at this day do ſhew the greateſt Enwmity againſt 
#5 ; for we know, they wone of them underſtand aright the Innocency 
of our Hearts to them, and the Fear and Love of our Souls to God and 
bu Trath ; for if. they did, how could they forbear to Lowe us : But 
Glory to God for ever, that hath given «us, not only to believe, but 
even, 45 need is, to. ſuffer for his Name and Truths ſake, anato paſs 
by great Offences done to us, which ;in Love to the Soul we could aepire 
might be alſo the Portion of all that name Truth, Reſts God Ser- 


Gant, 


Thomas Taylor, 
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OHN REYNOLDS, APaper of Queries ( coming to my hand } 

as ſeems from thee tro Foun Firch, and Fohn Payion of Dudly, and 
weighing it well, I copld not but in obedience to God write ſome- 
thing tot, not ſo much for the uſe of theſe two young men, who by 

the Light that God hath raiſed in them do ſee thy deceit therein, as 

for the ſake of ſome ſimple people who are as yet admirers of thee, and 
deceived by.thee, and ſuch like whp under a pretence of zeal for the letter 


_ of Scripture, and things you have ſet up in your wills under the name of, 


Ordinances, not knowing nor conſidering that Chriſt is come, the end 
of all things to them that believe : Though you may ſometimes unwil- 
lingly light on Scriptures, that ſpeaks the thing; and ſo if by what here 
may be faid,the Truth may more appear,and their ſimple Souls be helped, 
God will be Glorified, and that will be Reward ſufficient : But before 
the Queries themſelves be anſwered, ſomething may be ſaid, to that 
which goes before them in that Paper, and from that I have noted the 
nature of thy Fawning,Flattering,Self-contradiQing andConfuſed Spirit; 


\ butto hide that from the Light, thou backs thy ſayings with quotations ' 


ef Scripture, as though mentioning what the Holy Mgn of God ſpoke by 
the true Spirit, could prove that to be a true Spirit which acts in thee: 
Nay, nay. the day is dawned Praiſed beGod; and the Sheepskin no lon- 
ger can hide the Wolves from being ſeen of the Lambs of Chriſt, for 
bch hear Chriſts Voice and follow kim,and ſo are Children of the'Light, 
bur the Stranger they will not follow, though he may Painthim felfo- 


ver never ſo cinningly with words, but all your fair words in- the be- , 


ginning of your work, ye Fair-ſayers, whether: in Pulpic or in Prefs, is 
but to make way for your ſting that follows, for you reſemble the Scor- 
pton whoſe ſling is in his Tail, mentioned in Revelations: for the end 
of all thy fair words here, is but to draw theſe young men from the 
limplici:y that is in Chriſt, and his Light that Lighteth every man that 
cometh into the Werld, for the great Malice of thy Heort, is azaint 
the ſuffi. iency of Chriſts I ightin every man; and ſo would have fome- 
thing te be added to it from without, that fa theu may*lt bring in thy 
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16629Wn traditions but what condition ſhall one gather by thy! words, 
| A Itheſetwo Men John Finch, and John Payton, were in at the writing of 


theſe Queries to them, for one while thou ſeemeſt to apply. Scriptures 
reſpecting the conditions of the undelieving Jews to them, and another 
while thou applies thoſe that reſpe& the condition of pretty well-grown 
Chriſtians: But however the ſum of all is, to perſwade them from fol. 
lowing the Light of Chriſt in them, 2s not being ſufficient, and fo thy. 
Jove is not teſtified unto them in Deed and 1n Truth, as thou ſay*{kit is, 
but in meer Hypocriſie and Deceit, as may further appear : But what 
is that Soul cnlightning Commandment P/a/m 29, 8, Whereby thou 
ſeemeſt to deſire they may be enlightned ? [s it this letter without, or the 
Light of Chriſt within?” If thov ſay the letter, as thou muſt ſay, or elſe 
thwarts the whole current of thy DoQtrine, and then all that have Eyes 
may ſee thee to be an ovtward Jew only : Bnt if thong ſay with us,it is the. 
Light.of Chriſt that ſhineth in Darkneſs, Jeb, 1. which at the Com- 
mandment of God ſhineth out of Darkneſs, 2 Cor. 4. to give the knows 
ledge of Gods Glory to Man in the Face of Chriſt, then the buſineſs a« 
bout Sufficiency of the Light between us is at an end, and the Truth, 
ſtands over the from thy own words. The next is, when thou heareſt. the, 
Scripture mentioned thy Windy,Slightly,Crafty Doftrine of Decejvers,, 
Eplef- 4- r4. then thou ſhoots thy Sting; at the tnnocee, and wayle'h, 
bave'People believe that is to be applyedto us who Preach Chriſt, and, | 
his a)-ſuffietency in, and for every one that can Receive Him, whois 
near every Man, and by his Light ſhineth to Conviction and Judgment, | 
in every Man, who would have alt Men to be ſaved, and come to the: 
konwledgeof his Truth, which ts nigh in the Heart and in the Moutb;, ' 
but this was the Apoſtles DoArine, apd'fo not to be condemned in us 3, 
bat thon goeſt on, telling of two ways of Deceiving, the one thou nameſt 
the vpper way (which thou ſay*Mt) is by Philoſophy, the Traditions of 
Men, Rudiments of the World, and Sciences falſly fo called: Aad 
Praiſed'be God, thou art as it were forced by the Light in thy Conſcience 
to 3cquit vs from being of this Number ; but truly the Light in our. 
conſcience teils us expreſly, that thon Fobr Reynolds art one of them that 
ict this upper way, as thou calleſt it, of deceit, for of Philoſophy, 
Traditions of Men, Worldly Rudiments, and falſe Sciences is the Body 
of thy Divinity made up, as well as other of thy Brethren the Hirelings 
:3czi would®ſt condemn, for the difference is not in the nature of your 
{f3ottrine, but in the form. And fo though an Idol of Gold appear more 
p22urifol than one of baſer mettle, yet it is an Idol ſtill, and fo you are 
»0th'in theFighting and Perſecuting nature, as all Idolaters are ; Ephraiw 
2fainit Manaſſeh, a nd Afavaſſch againſt Ephraim, but both againſt Ju- 
da; 0n: for the Common-Prayer, another ior the DireQory, but nei- 
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ther will own the Lambs Light in you, to Teach and Guide you; and 1663 


fo though you may have a Form of Godlinefs more Painted than they, yet 


denying the,Power ( Chriſt in man) you areal] aliketo be turned away 
from : And fo John Finch, and John Payton in turning from thee, as well 
as the other Formaliſts, are excuſeable:; andthough thou goeftrabout to 


_ perſwade them from the Truth, by telling them of a lower way of d2- 


ceiving by a voluntary Humility, and negleQing of the Body, and 


wearing a rough Garment to deceive,which thou would*{tintimate to be: 


our condition, yet this wilt not deceive their minds, if they keep to the 


true Light of Chriſt in them, for in that they feel our Garment ta be 


ſmooth and ſweet, throagh the Fathers Love, not rough or hairy, a3 the 
Hypacrites is, who Kill one another about their ways of Worſhip; 
but for voluntary Humility in the will offered up by heaps, which is no 
better than filthy ſmoke in the noſtrils of a pure God in this day; and 
Praiſed be God that hath brought - us from this into the true Humility ; 
but how thy words of accuſing us here of negle&ing the Body, and after- 
wards of Drunkennels, can agree, let the wiſe in Heart conſider ; but all 
in thy changeable nature and unſtable muſt needs. be Self:contradiQqors 
and ſo who be the Thieves that Chriſt in this day is Crucified between, 
isthus far in part, and will afterwrads God willing more appear. Alto 
itis obſervable from that Preface of thine further, where it is ſaid that 
this latter, viz. Namely, the lower way of deceiving may poſlibly prevail, 
though not with the preſent Multitude, yet ſome unſtable Souls thar 
have been none enlightned and havetaſted the good Word of God, and 
the Power of the World to come, hut are not yet roetedand ſettled in 
the Truth and grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt z then I ſay, thou need*ſt 
not fear any of thy followers to be deceived on this manner.foer none can 
be ſavingly enlightned who denies the ſufficiency of Chriſts Light, the 
Grace of God, which hath appeared to all Men; yea, in their Darkneſs 
ſhineth, thevgh the Darkneſs comprehend it not, as thou doſt not; and 
nonecen ſay in Truth they have taſted the Good Word of God who puts 
the Letter for it, and denies the ſuſfictency of Chrſts Lighr, which is 
his Word nigh in the Heart and Mouth, as thou doſt; nor none can truly 
be {aid to tzi{te the Powers of the World to came, who deny to bow 
their Hearts to che leaſt Meaſure of Chriſts Light in them, accounting it 
inſufficient,as thou doſt: And it isthe real Believers that had need to 
tzkeſheed of being Deceived, with fair Shews and rovgh Garments, 
for the Hypncr ites are. deceived already: But what Doctrine Fobn 
Reinolds doth judge in theſe he calls filly Sedncers ar4 Quakers, to 
be amils, and by theſe iwo inen he writes unto-to be taken reed of, may 
gathered out of theſe Queries, to inſtance ſome. 

14 Becanſe they lay Chriſt Lighteth evcry man with a {uſticicnt Light 
Uiat cometh into the World [xx] "Tn 
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1662 2+ Becauſe they ſay, That the Meaſure of the Spirit of God in man is the 
ve and certain trier of all Spirits. 

3. Becauſe they fay, Chriſt himſelf and not the empty declaratinn 
without, is the Word of God. \. 
4. Becauſe they ſay, Chriſt the better hope, being come, {inleſsper- ' 
fetion thorough him is attainable here. 5 = 

5. Becauſe they ſay, Judgment is commited to the Saints even whilſt 
they are inthe Body, and therefore ſach may ſudge; and yet, ſay they, 
it is not fleſh, but Spirit that Judgeth all things. 

6. Becaule they make Conſcience of ſaying Thou and Thee to a parti- 
cular, which is the plain Language. | 

7. .Becauſe they ſay, that all Honour, and Glory, and Worſhip is to 
be given'to God alone, and not to any Creature. | 

8. Becauſe they ſay, The true Church is in God, and ſo no Unrighteous 
One init, or of it, and ſo can neither call the Wicked God's Church, 
nor a Houſe of Wood and Stone his Church. X 

9. Becauſe they cannot own the Worlds Sprinkling of Infants with 
alittle outward Water, for Chriſt's Baptiſm z and becauſe they cannot 
own that for aright Communion, which is in Sin, and who eat Bread 
and drink Wine. in Remembrance of a Coming of Chriſt, which they 
ſay ſhall never be while they are here, and the like. 

But now ſomething, the Lord afliſting, may be ſpoken partt-. 
cularly in Anſwer to the Queries themſelves; and the firſt of 'ithem 
1s this, : 

Query 1. Firſt Queſtion ; If thas Light which is witllin every Man 
that cometh into the World, be ſufficient without the Preaching of 
the Goſpe}, how is it that Heathens know little or nothing of the True 
God ? ; 

Anſw.To this I anſwer, That thou ruſt here upon a falſe Ground,and 
fo draws this and the reſt of thy tumbling Conſequences from thy own 
Imaginaiions, not from our Words, for we do not Exclude the Preach» 
ing of the Goſpel from the Light, nor the Light from it; but ſay, That 
zs the true Light that Lighteth every Man that cometh into the World; one 
loves the Light, believes it, and follows it, and is led ta God, and fo 
faved by it ſufficiently ; the other hates it, and it is his Condemnation: 
Arid this is the Goſpel Preaching, and this Light of Chriſt in every 
Man is the Light of the Glorious Goſpel, whether it be declared of 
to the outward Ear in- Words or not ; but he that Preaches not this 
True Light, Preaches another Goſpel, though there be: not another 
Goſpel : And I ſay unto you, all People, if a ſeeming Angel Preach not . 
this Goſpel of Light, this Grace of God which brings Salvation, which 
hath appearcd to all Men, exd is the Saints Teacher and Keeper, he 
IS 
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is to be accurſed : But whereas thou cc11't of Heathen : Anſwer, All 662 . 
are Heathens now, and Ignoragt of the True God, who know nothing www 


of the ſufficiency of the Light that Lighteth every Man that cometh into ths 
World ; but thou askeſt in the end of that Query two very Childiſh, 
Queſtions: The firſt, Why: we exhort all Men to follow the.Lighr 
within, if that be ſufficient? I anſwer; Becauſe it is ſufficient, there- 
fore-do we Exhort all Men to'follow ir, for that which is not ſufficient 
isnot ſafe to follow.: And fo you that are ſo full of words, and ignorant 
of the Sufficiency, beat the Air and deceive the People, keeping lilly 
Women ever Learning, and never able to bring them to the know- 
ledge of the Truth, which perfets to God all the comers thereunto, 


Thy ſecond Query there, How could the Word of God be called a 
Myſtery hid from Ages and Generations, bet now is made manifeſt, 


if the Light within be ſufficient ? And. then quotes Eph. 3. 9. Col. 1. 
25, 26. Mat. 17. 25, I anſwer, That it was within, and ſufficient when 
it lay hid as a Myſtery, till God's full time came of revealing it; -and 
thereforeChriſt compares it to many Powerful-and Precious, though hid- 


den things, and of little account to the outward view, as'to.a Grain - 


of Muſtard-ſeed in the Earth, to a little Leaven' within much. Flower, 


to Treaſure hid in the Field 3 and Chriſt fajd'zo' the Phariſeez, that 
God's Kingdom was to be found in Man, he'excludes none,” and thoſe 


Scriptures thou ſett*ſt down prove for this Truth, and againft fy ro- 
ving Mind which-is in the outward obſervings, thinking te find the 
Kingdom there, when Chrilt ſaith, it cometh not thas way, fe Lake 


17. 20, 21. What, wilt thau conclude it wag, not, becauſe it lay bid ? 


What Logick is this? Doth not Pax! there ſay, that the Myſtery which 
was ſo bid, and which he by the Spirit now Preached, which was Chriſt 


_ in the Gentiles the #ope of Glory? And Chriſt was Light; and to this 


Light-he warned every Man tg take heed;;-but the little Children, mot 

the Maſters, obey the Voice, and fo are led into tbe {Underſtanding 

of the Myſtery. | | 
©x.2. Inthe next general-Qzery thou askeſt, Are not the Scriptures 


the Words of the Lord, -whoſe Words are they? And why is the 


Scripture io often called the Word of God, and the Word of the Lord? 
And for this thou briags many Scriptures, as Exod. 24+ 4. 2 Kings 
20, 26, 27, 28, 29. Þſal. 12.6. Fer. 36. 4, 6, $8, 11. Afts 19. 10; 2 Cor. 
2, 17. 1 The. 1. 8. | lin. 2? bo 
Anſw, To this 1 fay, Firſt, That the Holy Scriptures were given ſor: h 
by Holy Menf God, as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt, and fo 
they may be called the Words of God, or of the Lord, not that Spirit 
and Living Word, but that thoſe Scriptures prove what thou brjngelt 
them for; to vir, that the Scriptures or Writings withaut, is there 
XX 3 eailed 
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©1662 called the Word of Ged, is not true ;' It is ſaid indeed in that of 2 Kirg, 
ys 20. 16. That 1/aiah ſaid unto Hezekiah, Hear the Word of the Lord , 
and Hezckiab ſaid, Good u the Word of the Lord ;, and in other places of 
Scriptures, ther the Word of the Lord came to the Prophets ; and that in 

the fore-mentioned place''of 4s, 'and Corinthians, and Theſſalonians, 


mention is made of the Apoſtles Preaching the Word of Go, all this 


is true ; but of Exedw, and Pſalvis, and Zeremiah, mentien is made of 
Words ; but what doth al this prove, but only that the Word came 
to Holy Men, this Word was God, and as this Word moved in them, 
and gave them Wiſdomand Utterance, they writ or ſpoke forth Words 
as a Declaration of what was in the Mind, or Word ef God, or what 
God was; and what, though the Scriptures may be thus called, The 
Words of the Lord, or his Prophets, or Apoſtles, Atted by his Power, 
which we' never denied ; this is nothing to the Hypocrites, who uſe 
their Tongues” to-ſay, The Lord ſaith, when he never ſpoke by them, 
but-make a Trade of the Scriptures for filthy Lucre, and by their much 
prefling the Declaration to be the Word of God, have quite clouded 
the Word it ſelf ( Chrilt, from whence trne Words come ) from the 
Peoples Minds, ſo that ſcarce any have any true Living Feeling after 
God -iti his Word Chrilt ; for in the beginning 'was the Word, before all 
"Declarations, and fhall be after all the Peaceable Life of all that Be- 
" Heve _ ever +- So-that the Lord ſaw it good to ſtir up a People jn 
theſe days to be True and/Living Witneſſes of the Word, for the ſtop- 
Ping of the Mouths of all ſach as have gotten the Words, as Thieves 
from others, 'and ſo kept People in the form with themſelves, always 
Profefling, but never Poſleſſing the: Power which the Scripture Witnels 
"unto, and fo the Letter and empty Words kil'd and do kill ; bat 
-now the Living Spirit and Living Word being Witneſſed, the Scrip= 
- tures is owned in its- place;z 'and Reſarreion to Life being felt, the 
: Crown is ſet upon the'King's Head, whoſe Name is.called The Word of 
God, who wai, and #s, and u to come, over all God Bleſſed for evermore; 
and it is conſiderable, that the Miniſters of Chriſt are never called Mi. 
niſters of the Letter, or Words, but of the Word and Spirit, 2 Cor. 3. 
and that Chriſt and his Apoſtles mentioning the Prophets Words, 
uſually called' them Scripture, and not The Word of God, as the cuſtom 
of Hypecrites is now ; All Fleſh is. Graſs, and all outward Sounds and Signs 
vaniſh, but the Word of the Lord that endures for ever ;, and this is that 
Word which, by the Goſpel, (the Power of God) is Preached, and 
by nothingeelſe ſavingly; which, when underſtood, People are One, 


but not before ; for it is the weakneſs which is like the Womans ſpeak- - 


ing, makes Difention ; ſolet the Ecripture have its due, and the Word 
of God its due, and all is Beautiful in its place. | 


Query 3} | 


ds, 5 cs Jy net 3 im, oe > hen 


m—_— 
| 


# 
_— 


Jgnozance and | Erroz Reproved 


LLEEEE— 


trying them by the Scriptures? And for thigthou bringeſt 1 Job 4. 1. 


1 8. 19, 20. Atts 17.11. John 5.39. thenMon replies, and as it were 
ays, If you ſay we know the Spirit to be of God, becauſe it convinceth 
of Sin ; then 1 ask, how do you know. that to be Sin, but by the Scrip- 
tore? , For this thou bringeſt 1 Joh: 3. 4. Sin # a Tranſgreſſion of the 
Law; and afterwards ſays, If we ſay that Spirit tells us it's of God, 
or that we know it but by its Fruit, how do we know it not to be a ly- 
ing Spirit ; or how do we know the "_ of the Spirit but by Scrip- 
ture £ : 
Avſw. Now, I ſay, by all this it plainly appears, that thou art no Goſ- 
|-Miniſter, no Miniſter of the Spirir of God at all, but art a meer 
talker of the Letter and Law, not knowing what it faith, nor whereof 
it affirmeth ;' for doth not the next Covenant run thus, 7 will put my 
Law in their Hearts, and mn their Minds will I write it, Jer, 31. 31% and 
Heb. 8. 8. and the Apoſtle that ſaid unto his Brethren, 7ry the Spirits, 
ig that place 1 Fobn 4. 1. did not ſay, you have a writing without by 
which you know all things, but you have anAnointing from the HolyOne, 


- and this abides in you, . and by this they know all things,. 1 Fob» 2. 20, 


27. according to what Paul in 1 Cor. 2. 15, 16. ſaith, The Spiritual 


Man judgeth or diſcerneth all things, but « judged or diſcerned of none ;, for 


the Natural Man knows nothing aright, though he may have all the 
Scriptures to talk of without him; and though he may cry up in ap- 
| Jrance, even as 1/aiah ſaid to.the -Law and to the Teſtimony, yet 


. he never goes to the Law or Teſtimony at all, for the Law is Spiritual - 


and Inward, and the Teſtimony of Jeſus is the Spirit of Propheſfie, as 
ſaith Scripture Declaration ; and by that Spiritual Faw Paul came'to 


' the knowledge of his Sin, to Humiliation ; but while he was but a Pro- 
. feflor of the Law in the Letter, he was alive without Law ; but when 


the Commandment in Spirit came tg be felt nigh in the Heart, then 
Sin Revived- and he Died: And ſo will Fohn Reynolds dye when the 
Law indeed he comes:;fo fee], but he is yet alive without Law, and 


' from that Ground comes all theſe Queries of. his to ſtop, if poſlible, the 


Holy Seed from coming out of Egypt ; but the Lord will break all Bonds 
for his Ele ſake ; ſo that in a few words, take away from this Fobr 


' Reyriolds the Letter, and by his own words he is as blind as a Beetle; 


for he Queſtions how-a Man can either know the true-Spirit, or Sin, 
or the Works, or Fruits of either good Spirit or bad, but by the Lets 
ter, ſo that his Eye is in the outward Book, and fo no Letter, no - 


. Preacher. For, Jobn Reynolds, did the Apoſtles hold forth a Letter 
without them to be an Eye to the World ? Nay, nay, they were to.. 


Urn 


wery 3. In thy third, thou askeſt, How ſhall we know whether the 1662 
Spirit that ſpeaks in us be the Spirit of God, or an evil Spirit, but by wyw 
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1662 turn the People to the Light of Chriſt within them that thereby they 

yv might ſee the Light our of all Darkneſs and falſe Worſhips For in thy 
Light, ſaith David, we ſhall ſee Light: O the Riches of the Grace of 
God that hath delivere&John Firce and Fohn Payton from this Blind 
Guide Fohn Reynolds, whole Eye within is yet ſhut by the god of the 
World ! 2 Cor. 4. 3, 4s. © + - ; 

Qs. 4, Thou Querieſt, whether the Saints in your times are more 
perfe& than Saints in Scripture times? And the relt of this Queryig 
to plead for Sin, and againſt ſinleſs Perfeltion;z and in the Con. 
clugon of it, thou ſay'ſt, we cannot ſhew you one Man that ever at. 
tained ir. 

Anſw. Yea, to this I ſay, Through the Lord's great Love we are able 
to hold forth to thee, and all the World, one perfect Man ; yea, ſuch 
a One, in whoſe Mouth there was and is no Guil ; who did, and doth 
good, and ſinned not, nor doth fin; who was in a finleſs Perfedtion, 
and 'of ſuch a Man will we glory, not of Self, nor of Fleſh, bur in hin 
who is made unto us of God, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanftification 
and Redemption, who is more perfe& than Thouſands under the Lay 
were. Go to then, to ſton all Mouths, the Goſpel-day is Witneſſed, 
Praifcd be. the Lord, and in PerfeQion, of Beanty do true Believers 
now Worſhip, and the Righteouſneſs of the 'Law is fulfilled in ſuch 
who walk -not after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit ; ſo Fohu Reyndd; 
to thee, and thy Company, Hay, Ariſe, ſtand up from the Dead, come 
out of your own times where there is none perfect, for your times paf 
away into nothing ; but for Scripture times ( that's large, it is not, az 
thou would'ſt- Infinuate )-ended yet, for the Scripture is the-Lord daily 
fulfilling, and will do it until time ſhall be no more; which he that hath 
an Ear 10 hear, ## him hear ; and not only they, but a-Hundred Forty 
Fouf Thouſand- ſinleſs perfe&t Ones are mentioned Kev. 14. 25. with 
many more ; ſee alſo Chap. 7. Verlſ. 9. 14. an Innamerable Number. 

Qs. 5. Ard for thy fifth Query, where thou ſay*!t, If thoſe that 
are called Quakers eſteem themſelves the only true Chriſtians in the 
World, then would 1 know where hath been their Charch this 1600 
Years. | ; 

Anfſw. To this; I ſay, here thon manifeſts thy ſelf again z what ſtum- | 

| bling is here in thy dark-Mind ? This is like the Papyſts Arguments to 
Proteſtants ; but to this may be eaſily anfwered, that if it be manifeſt 
tothe Conſcience of any, as Praiſcd be Gcd it is to.many, that we are 
of God, ſich a one will never ask ſach a Queſtion as this : But now 
to you Who cannot own the Light in your Conſtiences, we cannot be 

. manifeſt, becauſe the Wat 1d knows us not; and then ask, where hath 
your Chuich been? I fay, it nath been ever where It iz at this day; to 
wit, 
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wit, the Church which is in God and Chriſt; which, when thou comeſt ; 66 2 
ta the Light of Chriſt within thee, then thou wilt ſee, -bur till then yv 
we mult be content to lye hid from thee, and all Dark Minds, and fo 
ro bear Chriſt's Reproach ; but tg all my dear Brethren in Chriſt, 
ſay, Behold what manner of Love the Father hath beſtowed on us, that 
we ſhould be called the Sons of God, Fellow- Citizens in the Heavenly 
Feriſalem With all the Church of God, Firſt-born-of God, whoſe Names 
are written in Heaven, therefore the World knows us not, becauſe it 
knew not our Head firſt, 1 Fob 3. Heb. 12. But as for thy telling of 
Eſfteeming Self, and the name Quaker, and the like, thou may*ſt take 
thoſe words in again from whence they came, for Self and Names of 
Mens giving we deny ; and Glory in the Croſs of Chriſt, where the 
Name of God is known ; and as for the reſt of thy Queries, which 
tell of our unableneſs to give a Proof of ſuch People as we, before the 
laſt twenty Years, or ſo; who placed Religion in Thouing” and Thee- 
ig, and refuſing to put off their Hats, and: wear Decent.Ornaments 
in their Apparel, and it is ſuch frothy. ſtuff that it Shames thee and 
thy Profeſſion ; but thou may?ſt know, that though you may do'what 
you will that are without Law to God, yet we are taught to fear the 
Lord, and whatſoever is pure, to mind that, and ſo our Religion ſtands 
in Chrift, not in outward Appearances, though the outward be all thou 


 ——_—_—_—_—— 


- cenſt ſee, and fo ſtumbles at the meanneſs of it; but what are thoſe 


Decent Ornaments in Apparel thou telPſt on? Is needleſs Points, and 
Laces, and Ribonds, and ſuch filth ? Then ſurely all Saints are one 
vith us here; but for that thou ſay*ſt, we Rail againſt Prieſts Tythes, 


' Idols Temples, and Idols Worſhip, being ſuch as yaurs; 1 ſay, though 


Railing we deny, yet we can eaſily prove by Scrip 


turg, that Holy Men 
Cried Vehemently againſt falſe Worſhips and Workppers, who were 
guided as you are in all Ages; but as for that, theu ſay'lt, We Rail 
- againſt Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, and Singing of Pſalms, thou 


art found a great and falſe Slanderer in this, for to let paſs the word 
Railing, we deny that we ſo much as ſpeak againſt Chriſl*s Bzptiſm, 
or Supper, or his Singing, or that we take upon our ſelves to con-- 


. demnany to Hell ; but this we fay, That no Varighreous One, or Hypocrite - 
hathany Inheritance inthe Kingdom of God, or of Chriſt, and he that is 


not with us is againſt us ; which Words wilkbe hard and heavy for many 
to bear; and as for Chriſt's Baptiſm,and Supper, and Singing in and with 


.the Spirit we dearly own, but the Hypocrite and their Leaven wedeny. 


Qs. 6. The next Query is ſomething to the former purpoſe, and fo 
that which is ſaid may ſerve for that; but thou addeſt a great and 


"Wicked Lie and Slander, in ſaying, we condemn the moſt Eminent Saints 


and Martyrs, for thou ſay*ſt, they were not of our Minds y and thou 
7 | |  ſeemelt 


—_— 
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' 1662 {eemeſt much Troubled, that thy ſelf alfo ( whom thou haſt ſo high ag 
wa yctcem of ) could not paſs the Cenſure of thoſe: thou ſcornfally cally 
Quakers , have any of them cailed thee Decejver, and the like? I (ay, 
ſee if it be not true that might be thus ſpoken unto thee, for it is no 
Derogation to the Honour of Truth, to ſay, the Truth it ſelf may 0 
call a Deceiver, falie Accuſer, and Reproacher, by their proper names: t] 
For in att. 23. and John 8. ſee Chriſts Language to the Hypocrites 
of thoſe Days; ſo the Error was not in Cbrift his calling them fo, t. 
that were ſo, but in thoſe Phariſees there calling Chriſt a Deceiver, a 
and Devil, when he was not ſo, nor could be; and for the moſt Holy ) 
and Zealous Chriſtians amongſt you, that thou ſay*ſt, had the like Names ' ; 
| 


from us : I anſwer, if any under the Name Quaker called thee or any. . 
of thy Company otherwiſe than they, in the Light, ſaw true, or could 
make good, they were to blame; but if any in Truth have declared 
your Inward Condition to you, though under ſach Tearms, you ought 
rather to repent, than to kick and-ſpurn at it in your hard Hearts; for 
it will be hard for you to kick againſt the Pricks;, and for Spewing, you 
may take that to your ſelves, whoſe Throat is an open Sepulchre, wide 
opened againſt all that are Holy and Zealous in Chriſt, to ſeparate 
from you, and witneſs againſt your Deceit : And fo if thoſe thon 
calleſt Holy and Zealous Chriſtians amongſt you, together with thy 
ſelf be weighed inthe Ballance of Truth, it will appear you are as far 
from that State, as the E«ſs is from the Weſt. 

But Idemand how thou knoweſt the Saints and Martyrs were not of 
our Perſwaſion and PraQice? for thou doſt not judge with the Light 
that is Pure and Spiritual, as is manifeſt, nor ſee with a ſingle Eye, 
but only judgeth with thy Evil Thoughts and Falſe Imaginations ; for 
we ſay ina few words, that our Mind and Practice 18 to believe on the 
Name of the Son of God, that true Light that Lighteth every Man that 
cometh into the World, and to love one another, and to labour to keep 
a Conſcience void of offence towards-God and all Men : And I Read 
that the Saints and Martyrs were of this Perſwaſion and Practice with 
us, and ſo we have a Cloud of Witneſſes, both Ancient and Modern, 
-of the Truth of this our way ; and ſo if thou haſt Books that tell of 
other manner of Saints or Martyrs, I deny both them and thee, in 
calling them Saints, who are not ; for the Saints of God and Martyrs 
of Jeſus are one Body in all Ages, nct loving their Lives to death, that 
ſo they might 'always keep to God's manifeſt Truth in them without 
denying it before Men ; and this is that which the Lord God hith 
wrought in vs poor Deſpiſed People, ts the Glory of his Grace in chis 
his day, that no Fleſh might Glory, but as it is written, Let bim that G!o- 
rzetn, Glory in the Lord, who alone is worthy. | 
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af Ou, 7. But in thy ſeventh and next Query, thou thinkelt thon haſt 1662 
lly | gotten ſomethirg againſt us, becauſe, ſay*it thou, we uſe to cry againſt vv 
Y, you as Hirelings, and that you would Preach no longer than People 

no pnt into your Months ; but now, ſay'& thon, it's manifeſt that many - 

ay of theſe are ready to loſe all for the Teſtimony of Jeſus, and to Preach 

5: the Goſp:1 freely though it be in danger of Impriſonment. 

es | Avſw. To which I anſwer and ſay, That the Teſtimony of thoſe 

d, thou ſcornfully calleft Quakers, againſt you, ſtands firm and true, for 

r, all theſe thy high ſwelling Words of Vanity ; for we know none of 

y you Preaching freely as yet, and the reaſon why you talk in the form, 

5 8 you do it becauſe you cannot keep your fat Beneficesz. O Hypocrites ! 


y.. What Whinmg and Complaining is there by you in theſe days for your 
d Belly ? But for Preaching the Golpel, you have manifeſted your ſelves 
d to be Ignorant both of Chriſt and of the Goſpel, by denying the ſuf- 
t ficiency of the Light which Lighte:h every Man that cometh inio the Werld, 
' John 1. 9. and then put the Letter for the Light, and fo fight and Ntrive 
! with your Brethren about your form and ſeveral Imaginations of the 
; Letter 3 one cri:s up a Biſh-p, ansther a Presbyter, and both of you Ig- 
) norant of the true Biſhop ard Elder. But Fohn Reynolds, woulWit not 
thou and thy Brethren be at the Gain from your Quarter again, if 
Common-Prayer could be diſpenſed withal ? Oh if you be broughe 
into ſuch a ſuficriog Frame! How js it that we have no more of your 
| Company in Priſon ? Nay, nay, your old Heart is in you yet, and ye 
would be ſucking Lambs Blood ſtill if you had Power, and that the 
God of Heaven ſees, arfd will take Vengeance on you for it ;. and that 
which you cannot do with your Hands, you aredoing with your Tongues 
and Pens, as is manifeſt. But 1 have often ſaid, if you could Preach 
freely; that is, without a ſet or forced maintenancegun the ſtate where 
| you are, that would not at all commend you to God or his People: 
For you have run, and God never ſent you ;, and therefore you remain fo 
ignorant of him, and profit not them that follow you ; for when-did 
Chriſt bid you go to the Univerſities of the World to learn bim there? 
_ And when did he bid: you go to ſuch a place, and ſuch a place, and 
- there (it down and Eat the Fat, and Cloath with the Wosll, and Preach 
the Thoughts of your vain Hearts, as yon have doae, and weuld do, 
and be guarded by the Magiitrates Power, that none ſhould ſpeak to 
you in your high Places, nor goipg nor coming from thence? O call to 
mind the day of your fulneſs, and of your Pride ; the fame meaſm e 
yuu mete t9 others is God mealuring to you; you muſt be broken to 
Pieces, b:cauſe you turn not to the Lord for al} this: And to the de- 
ſpiſed thing, the Light in your Conſcience, you mult come and bow 
before it, as others have done, before you be healed; and if it ciwe 
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662508 4 word to ſpeak, you may ſpesk it, otherwiſe you maſt be ſent, 
Wy wor you periſh: The Lord 1s ariſen, and fo if indeed you can kiſs his 


Red, you may find Mercy ; bot if you ſtill go on juſtifying your ſelves 
in his ſight, you fhall certainly moulder to nothing ; the Lord hath 
ſaid it, who is daily gathering his Lambs out of the Mouths 'of all 
Devourers, Glory to his Name for ever. But what Teſtimony of Jeſks 
can you Either give or ſafter for, who have fo Vilified and Repraached 
the Spirit of Propheſic in Sons and Daughters, in Servants and Hand- 
maids in theſe Days ? For the Teſtimony of Jeſus is the Spirit of 
Propheſie. 

And now all People, I ſhall lay before you, a little more, the Cons 
dition of this Fob Reynolds, and ſuch like boaſting Men, who now thus 
cry up themſelves for ſuffering Miniſters of Chriit, as to this particular 


thing. In_ the former times, before the Wars when the Biſhops had . 


Rule, there were ſome ſuch that could not conform to all the Fooleriey 
of thoſe Days, and ſo could not enjoy their fat Benefices (though they 
loved them well enough ) aad fo inſtead of ſuffering in 0!4-England fled 
into New-England to avoid the Croſs, and ſo in proceſs of time it came 
to paſs that they got the Magiſtrates on their lide there; and then 


their Old Wolfiſh Hearts being ſtill in them, they fell on Perſecuting” 

the: Servants of God that came amongſt them to witneſs to Truth; 
* -.._ infomuch: that of late. Years they have ſucked the Blood of ſeveral of s 

our Dear Members:in Chriſt; Three they hanged on a Tree, cut the” 

| Ears of others, Tortur*d the Bodies of many with cruel Whippings, 
ſpoiled the Goods of many, and Buniſhed others for no other thing, | 

but for owning the Truth as it is in Jeſus, and meeting to wait up=" | 


on tItim. 


£s. 8. The Eighth and next Query is ſuch a vain and empty one, - 
that the very ſetting of it down will 'be in great meaſure an anſwer _ 


to it, and it is this. 
If there be no honeſt Men inthe World that are not Qaters, then 


15 it not certain, that no honeſt Men ever turned Quakers? Then is it 
not certain, that none but the Wicked ever turned from us, and then 
where is our ſhame? Apain, if all are Graceleſs Perſons that are not © 
Quak:rs, then how can any Man turn Quaker if he will not firſt acknow- 


ledge himſelf a Wicked and Graeeleſs Wretch ? 
Anſm. O Crooked, Twining, Twiſting Serpent! How Cunning and 


Crafty wouldſt thou here appear. in thy vain Philoſophy, and falſe - 


'Science, to caſt a Miſt before the Eyes of the Simple ? Yer, Praiſed be 
tbe Lord, the leaſt Child of Light fees thee well, and the Seed of the 


Woman ſhall bruiſe thy Head, and thou ſhalt nor proceed far, but thy } 
-Folly ſhall be manifeſt to all, as the Sorceries of Zazres and Jambres, thy 


- Fathers 


_—_—_—— 
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uthers were ; for the Lord is already at work the ſecond time to deli- 1662 
"yer his //7a:1 out of Egypt, and no Weapon formed againſt his Seed ſhall 


+ ever : ru but the Horſe and his Rider ſhall fall, and the Bzalt 
ne © and #Iſe Prophet ſhall. be taken alive and caſt into the Pit, and Ever- 
4 | lafting praiſes ſhall be Sung to the Lord God Almighty by the Lambs 


of his Holy Fold, as It is in Zion this day. : 

f But let us fee how this reaſoning of thine would have helped the 
Fews and the Gentiles in the firſt times of the Goſpel againſt the Chri- 

ſtians, and fo ſetting down thy words for them, only inſtead of Ox4- 

+ © 4 putting in the word Chriſtian thus : 

If there are no honeſt Men in the World that are not Chriſtians, 
then is it not certain,-that no honeſt Man ever turned Chriftian; and - 
if ſo, where is their Glorying? And if all are wicked that are not 
Chriſtians; then is it not certain, that none but.the Wicked didever 
turn from us; and where. is our Shame? Again, If all are Graceleſs - 
perſons that are not Chriſtians ; then is it not certain, that none but 
the Wicked did ever turn from us; then where is our Shame ? Would 
this have been good papa, either to have diſproved the Chriſtians 
-Doftrine withal, or to have kept the nnbelieving Fews and Gentiles im | 
BW 2 fafe Condition where they ſtood ? Nay, all muſt bow to the Son of 
W God in his riſing and going forth ; for his going forth is prepared as 
the Sun in the Morning, who rejoyceth as a Gyant-to run his Courſe, 
» WF 2nd to this Juſt One muſt every Knee bow, and Tongues confeſs ; for his 
" W Way is in his Light Shining more and more until it be high Noon and 
- 8 perfet Day: And the Gertv/es, though as honeſt as Cornelius, As 
. 10; and the Few, though as blameleſs concerning the: Law as Paul in 
his firſt ſtate was, Phil. 3. muſt bow to-him : Yea further, Let all the 
Angels of God Worſhip bim.. But as for the Worlds Inhabitants, both 
Honeſt and Wicked, we know that the whole World lieth in Wicked- 
neſs: And ſo, before you turn ſuch Chriftians as quake and tremble 
at.God*'s Word, and work out their |Salvation in Fear and Trem- 
bling, you muſt be contene to own your felvesto be little. leſs than 
Diſhoneſt, Wicked, and Graceleſs Wretches, thongh into the Truth 
Sinful Fleſh and Blood cannot enter z and thongh you will notnow own 
the Grace of God to be your Teacher, and ſo in that reſpzQt may he 
called Graceleſs ; yet you will one day know, that the Grace of God . 
which brings Salvation, and would have taught you, did appear unto 
jou all; and ſo God will be cleax of all your Bload, and your De- _ 
BY firvfticn will be of your ſelves ; and ſo becauſe you have nor received 
T this manifeſt Truth, the Graceof God to he vour Tezxclrzr, therefore 
Foe ycu given vp to velieve Lies, as is manifcit. 
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1662 2».9. Thy Ninth and next Queſtion is a502t Ordinarion ; and then 
wy Queries, To what purpoſe did the Apoltles, Ev<ngelifts, and Presbyterg 
ordain Elders in every City with Faſting, Prayer, and Inpofition of 


ee 


Hands, if every Perſon that will, may ran and ordinarily Preach with. 
out any ſuch Ocdination? And thou ſay*ſt, you may ſee how Perſons 
were ſent forth to Preach in Scripture, As 13. 23. ard 14. 23 
1 Tim. 4. 14. . 

Anſw. To which I ſay, that the purpoſe of God in ordaining Elders 
in every City, as is mentioned in that As 14.23. was not that proud 
and covetous Men (who have a little Worldly Wiſdom only to talk of 
the Letter and wreſt Scripture by) ſhould perk up and ſet up them. 
ſelves in the place of God's Elders in God's Church : But that in this 
Churcb, by his Spiric in thoſe Elders, the Body might be Edified, and 
all kept in good order among(t them through Love: Mind, this way 
the Church of God which was in God, 1 Thefe. 1. 1. the Body of Chriſt, 
of his Fleſh, and of his Bone, Eph. 5. 23, 24. Not a Wor'ldly People 
gathered in the Will of Man igto a vain Form without the power; not 
I ſay, the Synagegue of Satan, who denies Perfetion, and the Suffici- 
ency of Chriſt's Light : And that there is none knows any thing aright, 
bat by the Letter, as this John Reynolds pretends is-not true; for the 


Church of God was taught of God, and the Elders in this Church were* 


not.brought ww the Worlds Schools of Learning, nor called -of Mer 
Maſter, nor Hirelings, nor Perſecutors of the Innocent, as the Presbj= 


tcxs of theſe days are; but they were Holy Men of God, of mean account 
in the World, raiſed up meerly by God*s Power, out of the Heatheniſh- : 
and Jewiſh Worſhips, to kaow Chrifts Spirit, and his Anointing in them 


which taught them all things z and they were not ſuch as got the Magi» 
ſtrate to help them to great Livings and fat Benefices, and compel all by 


his Iron Sword to come in to them; but they were Sufferers under the- 


Powers of the World, as we are at this day. : 

But whereas thou ſpeakeſt- of every Man that is not ſo ordained, 
running in his own will ordinarily to Preach, - thou may*ſt take that to 
thy ſelf, and your ſelves, who never were ordained by the Holy Ghoſt, 
as they were; for when did the Holy Ghoſt in your Aſſemblies ſay, 
aSin Alts 13.2. Separate ſuch and ſuch, for the work T have appointed them 
unto, Nay, nay, you have run and God never fent you; for you never 
heard his Holy Vote at any time; aad therefore you profit not the 
People at el), but make them more Cunning to Diſpute againſt the 
Truth, than they were before they followed you. 

But what Ordination of Man had Paz! at his firſt going ont to Preach? 
See Gal. 1. he received not the Goſpel by Man;and went not to Man, no 
avt to the Apoſtles themſelves for Ordinatign and. Commiſſion to- 
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| Preach, but immediately Preached Chriſt, as many have done, and &o 1662 
or: |. At this Day, who go under the Reproach of the name Quaker. And yw 
th. ſo God is Reſtaring his Church to 1is Primitive Purity and Power, to 
hs the ſtopping of the Mouth, and confounding the Wiſdom of all Fleſh, 
23 whether called Pore, Cardinals, Biſhops or Presbyters that the true Elder. 
ſhip and Body of Chriſt, ro God?s Glory, may again appear : And what 
rs | Rules and Orders are, and ſhall be in this true Church, is known to 
by God, and by him Manifeſted, and to be Manifeſted to the Body it 
\ ſelf, and not to the World ; for the World maſt neither have the right. 
Underſtanding nor Management of thoſe things, no more than they 
bs had in thoſe Days, when it was ſaid, / ſtand not to Mans Fudgment ;, for 
the Holy Anointing muſt be all in the Church of God for ever. 
ws 2s, 10, Thy Tenth and next Query, is a plain diſcovery of thy 
Folly, and of thy manifeſt Enmity againſt the ſimple Appearance of 
* W. Truth in any diſcovery , and though thou ſay, the Scripture is thy 
Rule, yet by it thou canſt-not endure to be Ruled, but plain Language 


fp ESI WE 


; it ſelf is thy Burthen ; and therefore thou askeſt, how it can be ſaid. 
that ever Chriſt, or his Apoſtles, or Patriarchs, or Prophets uſed the 

, words Thom and Thee, when they never ſpake Engliſh? And bow can. 
WM it be unlawful for us to uſe the word Tok to each other, ſince the ſame  - 
, words in Hebrew, Greek and Latin that ſignifie Thou, ſignifie Yew in the 
WH Singular Namber alfo, and may be Tranſlated Tow as. well as Thox, and. 


HW lit ſeems thou ſay*lt, 2 Sam. 15. 27. | 

"14 Anſw, Fohn Reynalds, Didſt thou Read this Query®twice over ? Or 
BW dCidſt thou atall Conſider what thou ſaid'ft in it? Was either the Fear. 
of God, or Care of thy own Credit before thy Eyes when thou writeſt 
it? Surely neither, But thou haſt jadged in thy ſelf with-thy vain 
Thought, that becauſe thou haſt uſed to blind thy poor Hearers, Ind. 
make them believe any thing for Truth thou ſpeakeſt or writeſt ; _there- 
fore it will be ſo with others: Nay, nay, the Day is dawned, the Lord. 
hath given his People an Eye whereby all Covers are ſeen through ;. 
and to this Light thon laſt manifeſted as much Nakedneſs-and Blind- 
neſs to be in thee, as in the groſſeſt of them that ſay Naſs: at Rome, 

or read Common-Frayer in Engliſh : Nay, I do believe many of-them, 
would be aſhamed to argue thus, as thou doſt ; to wit, becauſe Chriſt, . 
his Apoſtles, Patriarchs and Prophets did not ſpeak in the Engliſh 
Tongue, - that therefore they uſed not the words Thou and Thee : How 

came the Tranſlators to Tranſlate their Words, when they ſpeak to a. 
particular Perſon, Thu and Thee, and never Ton, as may all over Scrip- 

ture be eaſily found; thou may?ſt as well ſay, Chriſt, his Apoſtles, Pa- 

triarchs and Prophets ſaid nothing at all that is Recorded in Scripture. 


in the Engliſh Tongue, becauſe they ſpoke not Engliſh; fo the Lord hath 
$0 | atchzd: 
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1662-catched the Wiſe in his own Crafrtineſs ; but thou goeſt on, and fay*(: 
Zr the fame words in Hebrew, Greek and Latin, that fignifie Thou, fignifie 


You, in the Singular Number alſo, and may be Tranſlated Tos, as well 
as Thou; which, 1 ſay, is altogether falſe ; for To# is not at all Singy: 
lar, but Plural altogether, and fo the Tranſhtors of the Bible knew, 
and therefore never Tranſlated their Singular Term in the forraign 
Language to you in Engliſh, but Thou and Thez, as Is before mentioned; 


and for that place in 2 Sam. 15. 27, thou teLſt down, and' fays, ic 


ſeems that Tos is uſed to a ſingular there, it ſhames thee ; for if enyy 
to the Truth had not Blinded thee, thou mighteſt © * | oe that the 
King ſpeaking to Zadeck, and ſaying, Tour Sons and you, ſpeaks not of 
Zadock and his Son, but of Zadock and Abiathar 4#d their Sons, as the 
very words next after ; and in erſe 29. rae ſhew, and ſo here thou 
haſt committed that great Error thy ſelf, 

Charge falfly ypon us; to wit, in taking a piece of a Verſe that ſeems 
to make for thy purpoſe, ard leaves out the reſt that ſhews fully the 
Senſe. 

Qs: 11. Thy Elexenth and next Query isfor the World, where thon 
vndertakeſt the part of an Advocate for Fleſh ; not only pleading for 
the Honour thats betow, but alſo for the Manner of it. Thy DoQrine 
is very pleaſant to the falPa Man, and the World cannot hate ſuch 
Preachers as thee; for ye are not only of the World, but chief Maſter- 
Builders of the old Houſe of the fall*n 44am, who loves the Earthly 
Horour. | Bat now that Chriſt the ſecond Adam is come, the Lord 


from Heaven, above the Earthly Man, let all Fleſh bow before him, and - 


give up his Honour to him; otherwiſe this ſhall be fitly applied unto 
yan that Chriſt faid unto the Fews, How can you believe, that r10t only 
receive, but alſo ſcek, and plead for Honour one of and from another ? Joha 
$. 44. For Chriſt received not Honour from Men, Verſe 41. So that tho? 

re was a time that Angels were bowed unto, which were greater 
than Fleſh, Gen, 19. 1. yet a time came that Angels denied that Honour, 
Rev. 22. 9. For now the Son himſelf was Glorified , of whom it was 
faid, And let all the Angels of God Worſhip him, Heb. 1 6. And at vis 
Name ſhall every Knee bow, Phil. 2. 10. And Chriſt ſaid to the Devil, 


who, was like his Children, that wonld now be Worſhipped, Thou | 


fhale Worſhip the Lord thy God, and him ozuly ſhalt thou ſcrve : The Devil 
and Harman would be bowed unto, but the true Few will bow only 
to God: But thong querieſt, and fay*ſt : 

2x. "Whether did the Saints in Scriptuye-times Sin, in giving Ho- 
nour; «that is, ( ſay*ſt thon) A Civil or Inferiour Honour unto Men, and 


- vpon occafion Teſtifying the ſame by Honorary Words or Deeds ? 


[663 —_ 
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that thy Generation nſe to. 


py 
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 Anſw. To which I anſifer and ſay, All that the Saints before the "626 
coming of Chriſt did, is not to be an Example to us now; but we muſt Gs 
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all now, that. would be approved to. Chriſt, take-him for our 
Example, and to follow no Man for our Example, further than 
they followed, . or do follow him; and when the Apoſtles ſpeak 
of Honouring all, it muſt be s8nderſtood ( as in ſome place is mentioned) 
in the Lord z and that is not with Cap and Knee, and falfe Flattering 
Titles, and Geſtures, as the World uſeth ; but in Heart and Truth, 
as the Spirit of God moveth: So that a Man muſk firſt be in the Lord 


(out of the firſt fall'n falſe Mind) otherwiſe he knows not at all how 


to Honour either God or Man, bus is a Diſſembling Wretch, making 
fair Shews outwardly of Love, where nothing but War and Self-love 
is in the Heart: S2e 2 Sam. 20. 9, 10. Fude 16, 

Thus Children being in the Lord, do, through the Lord, Honour 
Parents aright ; thus Servants in the Lord, Honour their Maſters after 
the Fleſh aright; and ſo Church-members the Elders, Wives their 
Hasbands ; the Ruled the Rulers: Yea, thus they Honour their Faith- 
fal Brethren aright ;'and in a Word, all Men; and fo the Scripture is 
fulfilled in them : But what Honour do theſe Faithful Ones look for 
from Men? Nay, nay, they believe and ſeek for that Honour that 
comes from God only ; and[ſo the Scripture will not help the falln Man 
now to his Honour, which is his Life z but as the Scripture ſaith, He 
that would ſave bis Life, muſt looſe it, And ſoall you, Hypocrites of the 
World, -who are giving Honour to Proud Fleſh, and rreceiving Ho- 
nour from-it, ceaſe your Work, and let; Chriſt have his due, : or verily 
he will break you all in pieces with his [ron Rod. But in theend of 
thy Query, thy Conſcience a little checking thee for this vain Work, 
thon wouldſt daub over the matter, by telling-People the Honour from: 
below, which thou haſt been pleading for, muſt not be in Oppoſition to, 


| but i: Subordination to' God's Honour.: Nay, nay, I ſay, the:true 


Chriſt, the Son of God is come, and all Power in Heaven and Earth is 
given to him; and fo all Honour, and Glory, and Worſhip: is his due 
(and the dve of none elſe) to whom be it given of all his Angels 
and Servants, both now and for eyermore. So all People, hearken and: 
hear a word for your good 3; would: ye be Honoured-? Then Honour 
the Lord by obeying his Voice, and he will Honour you in due time, 
though for doing his Will you looſe the Worlds Honour, as aſſuredly- 
ye will, if once ye be Faithful. | 

2s. 12, The next Query Conlifteth of a great Boaſt of the Miniſtry, 
as though it were Unrebukeable. And thou querieſt, whether that Mint- 
ſtry can be lawfully Condemned as Anrichr:tian, which the Lord hath 
Owned. and ſealed with the Converſion of many Souls. 


Anſw 
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© ©1664 - Avſm. To which, I fay if your Miniſtry were ſuch as this than 
A. ſpeakeſt of, then indecd it were not ſafe to condemn it : But where are 
theſe Converts thou ſpeakeſt of ; to be a Convert, 1s to be turned 
from Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of Satan unto God ; 
bring forth the Man that can witneſs thee to be a Miniſter of the Gof. 
. pel this way, that he may give us an Account of the true Hope, if he 
have it in him: Bur Men cannit gather Grapes of Thorns, nor Figs f 
Thiſiles; ſo thou being ſuch an Evil Tree, as thou haſt manifeſted thy | 
ſelf in theſe Queries to be, how can a true Convert be expected from 
ſuch a Miniſtry ? But then ſay*ſt, its in Power, ©&c. and that many 
Kubborn- Sinners have been brought down unto their Faces, and to 
confeſs that God is in you ofa Truth : But I fay, it will be hard' for 
thee to bring forth ſuch a Man; for when I uſe to cone amongſt you 
to declare Truth againſt your Deceit, as the Lord ordered me, I found 
a heap of hard-hearted Sinners, more like to deſtroy the Creature, 
than to be Witneſſes of Truth. QO ſhameleſs Men that bring forth 
Tuch bad Fruit ! And yer, with a Whore Fore-head,dare take the Sctip» 
*ture which ſpeaks of Prophets in God's Church in God's Power, and 
apply it to your ſelves, who deny the ſufficiency of Chriſt's Light 
4n Man ; and know nothing but meerly by the Letter without, as thou 
for thy own particular haſt made manifeſt, and fo are ſenſual, nat ha- 
ving the Spirit, as was noted in the third Query. 
I obſerve alſo, in'this preſent Twelfth Query, the Ignorance of the 
Grace of God; for when thou haſt falſly Boaſted of your Miniſtry | 
what it hath done, thou ſay*ſt, is not this the Grace of God that bring- 
eth Salvation ? Tie. 2.11, 12, Ifay no; your Miniſtry, not being the 
true, is far from being the Grace of God there ſpoken of : But if it 
were the true Miniſtry, it were not-that Grace there ſpoken of; for 
the true Miniſtry is but a ſervice to that Grace, not tbe. Grace it ſelf; 
for the Grace pf God is that which hath appeared unto all Men, and 
that which brought Salvation to Few and Gertile, as God's Gift with- 
out Words or Works, and which was the Teacher of the Apoſtles 
themſelves, as well as others: And ſo when People would have been 
ſetting up Paul for his Miniſtry*s ſake, he denied it, as nothing in 
compariſon of the All-ſufficiency of the Grace of God, and the Word 
thereof, to which only at beſt he was but a Servant; Bnt if itcould 
be manifeſt, that any under or amongſt you were Convinced of the 
Evil of their Ways in ſome meaſure; and fo in their Dark Minds 
ſet upon a ſeeking after the unknown God, which is the moſt can be 
to:nd amoneft you, and that rarely neither; this is no warrant, ei 
ther for them ro ſtay with you, who are Ipnorant of the Way 
qut of Sin.unto God, neither is It any proof for you to bs Goſpe- 
a Miniſters 
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| Miniſters, nor your Miniſtry to be a Goſpel-Miniſtry : For the Goſpel- 1663 
' Miniſtry is not only Convincing, but Converting and PerfeQting, Eph. 
' 4 11, 12, 13. Which work ye have utterly denied, and ſo ſhut our 
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your ſelves for ever from the Goſpel-Miniſtry 5 and amongſt the 
Prieſts of the Letter, Law at beſt, muſt you be reckened, which 
_ nothing Perfet ; and hence it is that you are ſuch bitter Enemies 


" toi the Spiritual Miniſtration, or New Covenant mentioned, Rev. 8. 


And ſuch earneſt Contenders for the outward Shadows, outward Law, 
Tythes; Temples, Days, Prieſts, &c. as is now every 'where. found. 
Bot for the True Power, and Goſpel-Miniſtration, it is riſen above 
all your Languages and Tongues, and hath darkened the Glory of all 
your Fleſhly Forms and Likeneſſes : And the Babes of God are in Obe- 
dience' to God turned, and turning from you unto this his Power that 
perfects to God for ever ; And Pharoab and all bis Hoſt will not now 


be able to hinder Praiſes to the Lord God for ever, 


'Qu. '1'3. In this next Query thon goeſt on ſeeking falſe Covers to 
hide thine and your Nakedoels, askingy How c3n the Zuakers Condemn 
your Congregations, becauſe of ſome Wicked Unprofitable Hearers, 
when Chriſt bimſclf ( fay'ſt thou) did not Convert all his Hearers ? - 
And for this thou bringeſt, Mar. 11. 20, and Mat. 23. 37. and 1/«. 
49.4. | ſay, all this will not cover your Nakedneſs, .Oh yeTeachers! nor 
your Congregations; for what have you to do t# compare your (elves 
with Chriſt and his Holy Prophets ? You that deny the Immediate 
Revelations and Teachings of God's Infallible Spirit in theſe Days, 
and inſtead thereof, ſet up Schools of Humane Learning to make Mi- 
niſters by. O Hypacrites! When will you give over perverting the 
right Ways of the Lord, and leading the Blind into the Ditch ? You 
that love-to be called of Men, Maſter, Greetings ts the Market, upper- 
mot Roms at Feaſts, chief Places in the Synagogues, as the Pharyſces 


did, all which Chriſt dif-allowed : What have you to do to compare 


your ſelves with Chriſt and is Prophets ? They are not Birelings, and 
Fighters, and Pleaders for the Worlds Gain, as youare : And fo, tho? 
all that hzard the outward Declaration, or Sound of Chriſt, or his 
Prophets Words were not Converted, yet that makes nothing for you, 
who have only a Sound, and ſo Conyert none to God : Bur, as 1 faid 
b:f..re, beget them into your own Images, making them more able to 
Diſpute againſt the Life'of Truth than ſome others, and ſo greater 
will be your Condemnation : But now your Sheeps-Cloathin Wing 
pull'd off, the Lord will be Glorifed in his Power, in the Converſion 
of many ro himſelf without you : For he hath rejz&ed your Confidence, 
and 12jd waſte your Mountain, and the Mountain of the Lords Houſe 
i5on the top of all your Mountains in this great Day of the Lord, where- 
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156218 #ll the Chitiren of the Lord are taught of the Lorg, and. walk only 
W/V in his Ligint, which comprehends and teaches to avoid all the cunning 
crafsy Ways of the Serpent ; and now, not in your Congregations, but th 
in that Holy Aſſembly, is the Sword: beaten inte How: fheres and the Spears fil 
inte Pruning Hooks, and no War any more learned, but urder the Vine and 
Fig-tree all ſit eating their pleaſait Fruns, ard taking the Cup of Salvation, Al 


and both Praying unto, and 'Praiſing the Name of the Lord.. ti 
But thou ſay*'ſt, we have Drunkards, Fornicators, &c. among vs, as mi 
well as you, and that they are with us at out Prayers (if we have any) t; 
and that they are not ſo ſeverely dealt withal as yours are; for, thou t 
fay*ſt, ſome of yours caſt them aut, which we do nor. . 
Anſp. Yea, thou falſe. Accuſer, ſuch are caſt out from us, and from A 


the Church of God, and with” us they can neither Eat nor Pray, but 
with ſach as are Ignorant of Chriſt, and the Sufficiency of his Light, 1 
and know no Light nor Teacher but a Letter without ( as thou halt 


manifeſted in thy Queries) they may both Eat, and Preach, and Pray; | 
and when you caſt out Drunkards and Fornicators from amongf you, 
you muſt caſt out your ſelves, for in that Nature you and all Hypocrites 
, are; and ſo ſome of you are Drunk'with Wine and ſtrong Drink, and | 
ſome with the Cup of the great Whore, ſome in the outward Fornica- ' 


tions, others in the inward, avd ſome in both; ſo that your Tables 
are full of Vomit, and every Bed defiled amongit you... And for the 
outward Drunkards an4 Harlots, and ſuch like, ( though we cannot bur. 
reprove and caft them out'in.chat. State) vet this we by of them, that 
they may ſooner enter into the Kingdom of God than you that judge . 
your ſelves free, and ere not; for you. are ſo Painted and Conceited, 
that it is eaſier for a Camtl to 60 through the eye of Needle, than for you . 
7a enter in, and this makes your Wound more Uncureable . for you nei- , 
ther. enter in your ſelves, nor ſuffer others, - _ 2, 

Ang for thoſe words in thy Parentheſis, whereby thou queltioneſt, 
Whether we have any Prayer amongſt 6s, ſhows thee to be. a: great , 
ſtranger to us and ovr Practice; for Prayer with the Spirir, and with 
Underſtanding we allow, -and are taught to pradice, and-ſay with the , 
Apoſtle, Pray continually; but the wicked Hypocrites.the Lord rejects, ; * 
whoſe Prayers to God are Abomination ; and.ſo it would haye.beoome.. 
thee to have ſaid leſs of us, and to have judged more ſoberly and mo- 
oy of us, until thou haſt known us beter than, thou haſt done ; 

or thou haſt little knowledge of vs; it ſeems, by coming into our Aſſem- 
blies, but only judgeſt by Here-ſay, . and falle Reports, which brings 
tiee ander Condemnation and Shame, when the Light now fearchiech 
2!] things ; but your Ways and Prattices are well .known to ſich as 
are now come from amongft you, and 19 ih that they: cannot he deceived. ; 
4 cots | mY ſhes ans of | And 
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And now, Fehn Reynolds, to proceed, I ſee much of the Wiſdom of God 1662 

in bringing thee forth thus to manifeſt thy ſe in thy Queries ; and 

* the next three Queries that follow, do, with thoſe already mentioned, 

7 fully manifeſt thy great Ignorance of the Reformation of things brought 

4 to paſs in Chriſt ; for the Law had but a Shadow of the good things, 

, and- yet. thou ſtickeſt not to plead for it ; and fo thou hadit need learn 
the firſt Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, which thou remainelſt Ig- 
norant cf, before thou be a Chriſtian thy ſelf, much more ſeeing thou 
takeſt upon thee to be Teacher of others; but to ſet down thy Queries 
themſelyes, or fo much of them as is the ſubſtance of the whole. 

Qu. 14. And thy fourteenth Query is, Had not;the Sainrs, in Scrip- 
ture-times,their ſer places for publick Worſhip as well as we? Had they 
not their Temple, 1 Chrox. 6. which, Chriſt calls his Fathers Houſe of 
Prayer, 2nd whips the Buyers and Sefjers out of it ? &c. 
 Arſw. To which Lanſwer, You have, indeed an outward Temple or 
Houſe made with Hands to Worſhip in of your own devizeing, the Old 
Popiſh Maſs-houlſe, and fo cannot be called the Fathers Houſe of Prayer 
Þ.well as the Jews was, for the Temple at Jeruſalem was made by 
God's: Appointment for the outward, Circumcifion;to Worſhip in du- 
Tiug the Law, as a Figure of Chriſt's Body. to be Magnified, aud there-+.,. 
fore he whipt Buyers and Sellers then out of the Figure, as he doth now 
out of the Stbſtance ; but-you have not only the Enemies Nature ih 
you, but you have brought forth his Work into open view in your 
ontward Temples alſo, which were never Built by God's Command, 
and ſo there is Buying and Selling amongſt you, as was amongſt them, 
asevery Eye ſceth : For there you Men .made Prie{s, ſell Words, the 
Words out of dead: Books to the People, and they give you their Mo- 

. ney, Gleve-Jand,-and T'ythes for them ;: O filthy v 


=—_ 


erchandize!.. The 
Lord hath ſhaken his Hand at your diſhoneſt Gain, and is whippiag 
out ſuch Merchants by his Powerful Truth ot of bis Houſe ; and your 
dead Works, which you ſell at, ſo dear a, Rate in your Stone-houſes, 
\ Which you call Churches, ſhall-no Child of Light ever buy of you: For 
he truc Bread of God, his free Gift, is now; witnelled, Praiſfs for ever: 

FOne ſort. of Merchant; Prieſts Tell' their Sermans and Maſs to the Peo- 
* ple for Money, another ſort theif Common-Prayer ; and Sermons, and 
th? third their Sermons and DireQory. 

And thon, FJouhn Reynolds, pleadeft alſo for -Synagvgues and Pulpits, 
and when thou haſt fet dawn Scriptures thax.tell of the . Fewiſh Temple, 
SYn:$0goe5, and Pulpit, thou askeſt, 1f Chriſt.and his Apoſtles did ne 
reſort tothe places to inftrudt the People? To-which Lanſiwer, EnR, 
That whillt the. Zeniſp, People ſtood, Chriſt and'his Apoſfi:s did fame- 
tings go iato their Temple and Synagogues to Preach rhe Goſpel of the 

[ xxx% 2] Kingdom, 
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1662 Kingdom, ar:d ſo anend of thoſe: things, and to bring them. out of theſe 

wy things which they and you ſo much dote on. and plead for : Lu: they 

* 01d never Command Chriſtians to Build fuch amongſt them, | ut told G2 

them, Their Bodics were the Temples of God, 1 Cor. 3. and that thoje that wh 

abide in the Faith, were the Houſe of God, Ab. 2. Ard theſe Caritti. the 

=nS never {+ confized themſelves or others to any ſich place for the Þ| © 

Exereife of their Conſcience in the Worſhip of God, but met as the || ?? 

Lord Jcſus ard his Apoſtles did ; much lefs did they ſtir up the Magi. Lay 
ſtrate, and drive the Fews out of their Temple and Synagogues, and the 

Gentiles out of theirs, that ſo they might creep in:o their Houſes, and |?! 

vo:ler another Form of Worthip live upon the Fewiſh Prieſts'Tythes, bu 

Olkferings, &c. nor upon the Maintenance of the Idolatrous Prieſts tt 

of Diana, and the like Idols; as you Prieſts, to the ſhame of your X 

Profeſſion, have done, and do at this day : What, have you driven the  " 

Papiſts out of their Maſs- houſes, and do live upon thcir Prieſts Main. . 

P 

T 

| 

| 

' 

( 

( 
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tenance of Tythes, Glebe-lands, Smoke-mony, Garden-pence, Hand- 
mony, and the reſt of their. Fooliſh things ? Whar, cannot a Man he 
Born, Marry, Lire, nor Die, bur you muſt have Mony for it ! O Hor. 
ribte and Filthy thing! ſtop your Mouths for ever, for your FoHly is 
manifeſt to all, and you can proceed no further : And fo you Prieſts of 
the laſt Order, called Presbyters,did not you drive out the Prelates ont of 
their Houſes, which they had gotten from the Papiſts,and there you ſate 
down Feeding upon the Spoil of the People, as'your Fathers had done, 
and now think much.that you are driven ovt again? And thus you fight 
with, and drive out one another like wild Beafts, ſtriving each of you 
to get Power of others to be great in the Earth, anc do. what you will 
in your fat Paſtures. But, as I ſaid, the' Lord is ariſen to whip you 
all out, and to pull down your Neſts, and to reſtore all things to their 
Primitive Purity, as in the beginning before the Temples, Tythes, 
Pulpits, and ſuch things were. _ .. | 
Secondly, I conſider, that though I read that Chrift and bis Apoſtles 
went amongſt the People in their Temple and Synagogues, as we do at 
this day, to Preach the end of theſe things, and {© to bring People to 
the Word #hat was in the Beginning, before all-things, that the Wor-8”" 
ſhip might be in Spipit and Truth, .as it ought to be, John 4. Yer I" 
never read, that either Chriſt or his Apoſtles got vp into their Pulpit, 
nor ever Commanded his to perk vp into a Pulpit of Wood over the 
People, as 2 Maſter of a Synagogue, to tel] his Thoughts of the Letter, 
as you do : For though Ezra,a Prieſt of the Law,had his Pulpit or Tower 
of Wood to Read or Expound the Letter in, in thoſe days, before the 
Life was manifeſt ; 'yet now the Life Chriſt Jeſus is ariſen, whoſe 
Vo.ce 1n the Heart, and in all places js to be heard, without «Pulpit 
an 
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2nd withour Mony, and without Price ; and the Apoſtles Preached this 1662 
Goſpel in Towns and Countries, where neither Temple, Synagogue, vyv 
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nor Pulpit was, but Tumults rather; and fo the Goſpel is not a thing 


that will ſet up its Servants in Worl4ly Wonour, but indeed the con- 


in Heart, that neither Preacher nor Profeſſor amongſt them will ſtoop 
to the ſimplicity of ir. 

The next thing Conſiderable in this Query is, thy twiſting and ſtri- 
ring to keep up the Honour of the old Mats-houſe, however, if it be 
but 2 Name, though it want the Nature, yet if thou canſt fave that, 
thou thinkeſt better that than nothing ; and ſay 'it, Whar, though the 
Saints of God are called the Church ; yetthat cannot hinder the Houſe, 
where the- Church meets, from being called a Church ? A Profound Rea- 
ſoning ! What, is this the Fruit of your cried up Vniverſities ? What, 
muſt every Place, where an; People meet, be called by the Name of that 
People ? What Logick is this ? Surely the Wiſdom of the World 
makes haſte into its Nothing again; God is utterly Copfounding it. 
Do you call the place where the Parliament or Privy Council fit, the 
Firliament or Privy Council ? Do you call a Barn, or ſuch a mean place, 
\where the Saints of God now a-days often meet, by the Name of a 
Church ? If we ſhould Reaſon for the places where we meet, as you 
do for yours, ſurely you would Laugh at us, and might then well 
call vs filly Women and Seducers indeed. | 

But,to go on,thou bringelt a Scripture as though thou would*ſt prove 
the thing, and it is As 19. 37. but the place being well weighed 
ſhames thee the more; for the words in that place arc the words-of. a 
Town-Clark, a Worſhipper of Idols, and they are theſe, For you have 
brought hither theſe Men, which are neither Robbers of Churches.( as R. 

Fame;'s Tranſlators of the Bible have it, ) but inthe Tranſlation of 
the Bible by Beza, it is, To# have brought hither theſe Men, which have 
neither committed Sacriledge ; nor, &c. if Paul had ſpoken to him or 


M others, and called a Stone-houſe a Church, as-ye do, it had -been ſome- 
\hing to the purpoſe ; but the Heathen, ſpeaking there of Sacrileage, _ 
, ” improperly Tranllated Robbing of Churches, Can neither be underſtood 6D - -- 


ſpeak of a Chriſtian Aſſembly, -nor the place where they Aſſemble ; 
for the Covetous and Idotatrous Copper-{mith, and his-Rude Fellows, 


matterrd little what Paw! had done to theſe z but this Sacriledge, what- 
ever it was, it muſt needs reſpet ſomething that the Heathen had in 


great Eſteem : But thou bringing this to prove that a Houſe may be 
railed a Church, becanſe of the Church that may meet in it, is nothing 


atall to the purpoſe ; for -thou wilt not ſay, 1's like that the Wor- 


ſkippers of Diana were the Church 3 for he that runs without Light mu . 
needs - 


trary, Which ke that bath an Ear may hear, but the Wicked is {@ Proud 
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1662 needs ſtambie, if not fall often. So F. R. walk more ſoberly, and raj, 
wwe ſome Light along with thee, when thou haſt ro do in ſuch things, 

Then the laſt thing in this thy Qnery is a ſecret Confeſſion of a weak: 
neſs of thy own Arguments this matter ; and thou ſay'ſt, What thy! W 
the Worſhip of God be not ſo tyed to any place, 2s formerly ; yet there 
ſhould be convenient places for the Church to meet in ? 

Anſw. 1 anſwer, The Worſhip of God now is not tyed to any fe 
place at all, and fo all your ſet places, that you plead for, are in the || | 
will of Man; and the true Church God both hath and will order jr, — 

: and provide convenient places for it to meet in, though the Work | 
- cannot herdly afford iton Earth a place to meet in at all. And for thy ay 
thou concludeſt and fzyeſt, What though ovr Churches have beem fat. F 
-merly Abuſed to idolatry ; So were the Temples and Synagogues aby- 
fed to Idolatrous and Superſtitions Worthip, yet nevertheleſs did ” 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles make uſe of them : I anſwer, What uſe Chriſt ws 
2nd his Apoſtles made of the Temple and Synagogue of the Zews, is | 
part before declared : To which this may be added ; | th 

As for Chriſt, be was, according to the Fleſh, of the Jews, made ug. 
- der the Law, and ſo he was to cleanſe the Temple, a (bigure of ty Ry 
Body, and fulfil the reſt of the Laws, Shadows and Cuſt»ms; and ht ” 
end them all, and through the Goſpel bring Life and Inmmoarcality & q 
Eight, and-to Confecrate the New and Living Way througi the death by 
of all old things; for he Nailed them all ts his Croſs, and they died 
with him ; but he aroſe from the Dead,and not to bring up the old Deed 
things again, as thou F. R. and thy Generation would: have, but th 
make all things New ; for faith he that fitteth on the Throne, Behold, f 
1 make all things New, Rev.'21.5.” Glory to his 'Name for ever; bt 


none can fee God in his Throne, >ut in the Light that comes irme- c 
diately from him, which Lighterh every Man that cometh into the World, C 


which. the Worlds Builders did always deny and 'reje&, as they do at a 
this day: And for the vſe the Apoſtles made of the Temple or Sy- 
nagognes of the Jews, it was, as is formerly ſet down, to reaſon with. 
them there of things pertaininz-to the Kingdom of God ; the Jews. 
not the Chre/tians, being Aſſembled therz, as the Servants of God; cal 
led by the World Qnakters, do 4t this day, to bring People beth then 
and now-from the Shadows unto the Subſtance Chriſt Jeſas, who hath 
« faid of his Body, Deſtroy this Temple, and I wil! build jt again in three 
day: 3 and ſd the three days being come and finiſhed, the Temple that 
is Holy-was built again, and God Wor ſhipped and Glorified in it; 
bat- nothing that is defiled or loves a Lie can enter into, or be j33ned 
'y unto it :- But the Fews were morerexarable in one thing rhan you Pricfts. 
=% of Erclgnd are, for"they: ſuffered Paul, tit feems, to Reaſon with them. 
* | ſeveral 
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ſeveral of their Sabbarh-days in their Aſſemblies quietly 3 but now, if , 642 
any come amongt you upon the like account that Paul did, it's hard cy 
for ſuch to eſcape your Furious Hands, or a Prifbn in-thefſs days : 
Whereby it appears your time is but ſhort, you are ſo unrealonable and 
bered full of rage | | — 

'F | put the uſe that thoſe Goſpel-Miniſters the Apoſtles made of the 
fe Jewiſh Synagogues, will not ſerve your turns, O Pariſh-Maſters! for 
the unleſs you may have them in your own diſpoſe to bring-the World 
- » | into them, .co call you Maſter, and put into your Mouths, it will not 
4 anſwer your luſtful Mind : And ſo indeed, with you that have.put the 
ti: | Name of Church and Saints upoa the Wild World; agreat Stone-houſe 
Ty Faſhioned to Solomon's Temple, with an addition oFan bigh Steeple 
wh (Babel-like) with Bells in ir, ſeems moſt convenient, though it was 
lis Þ not only abuſed too, but even built for Idolatry ſo much :' But for the 

little Flock of Chriſt in Cities, Towns and Villages, a leſs Houſe when 

in © they chey need one, will be as much, if not more convenient; And to 
| conclude, whereas thog intimateſt, that your great Stone-houles, which 
o. Wy 110u calleſt Charches, though formerly uſed to ldolatry, yet now ;they 
6 W acefree ; I fay, thou wilt want proof for this, fo long as you continue: 
6 in the Worlhipping and Serring of Creatures { and Paul's Dofrine 
> WJ <Vtioves true, which ſaith, Coverouſneſs is Idolatry;) unleſs you repent 
+ WW 43d bring cleaner Veſſels into your Temple than you do. - 
Li 
l 
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'Qu. 15. Thy Fourteenth Query Was for Set-places , now; this the 
Fifteenth is for Set-times ;z and thou askeſt, Had not the Saints in Scrip= 
ture their Sct-times for Publick Worſhip as well we? . 7 
Anſw. Yea, I ſay, the Saints amongſt the Fews had their, 'Set-times. 
for their Worſhip better than you; for they were under the Law, and. 
that was their Warrant; but you are neither nnder, Law nor Goſpel in 
 Þ Truih, but ony Carnal Imitators in your. Will, ſometimes of the one 
Cuſtoms, and ſometimes. of the other, :as your Sclf-willed- and. Self-- 
ended Hearts in your blindneſs Prompts: you untoz and fv for this, I 
fay, Love the Light which Chriſt hath lighted you withal, and it will 
kad you to Repertance from all your vain Obſervings; and in the 
"Jl Light wait, that God's good Spirit, you- may know, and. receive to. 
Texch;yov, and lead you into- all Truth, according to the Promiſe ;. 
and ſo wait in the Light that lets you ſee your wants,.. that's. the-Holy. 
Place, and wait there for him m his Fear, 'that comes in his ©wNn,” not 
Man's time; and be nat as the Zeathers, that think to be heard for their - 
much wording of it, nor ſpread abroad the Sails of your vain Imaginati- 
Ont, when you Pray as the Fiypoeries do, leſt Satan Transformed carry 
you, about, 2nd fill you with the Wind of his Frothy Spirit, making you 
Þ believe you Pray with Gods Spirit, when it. is his own Jying Spirit, 8s 
his:CyſRom is among it you to work, Qu. 16. 
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166, 2.16. So thou having ſpent thy Strength in Pleading for” your Set. | 
wk. Places and Times, in [mitation of the Fews, thou goeſt op in this Query, | 
endeavouring to prove your Work on theſe times, in thoſe places, | 4 
. from the likeneſs of therw, to theirs then. And thus as you do, ſodo | * 
the Papiſts for their Cuſtoms, for they Reaſon as thou do'ſt ; For had | V 
not the Jews, Tay they, a Temple and Synagogues; So we : Had not | 9 
they One High Prieſt ? So we, who is called a Pope, had not they an | !0 
Altar, and Sacrifice outward ? So we; Had not they their Set-Faſts,, Þ ® 
and Muſick in their Temples, and-Quiriſters, and Tythes, and Offer. 
ings, and ſuch things ? And ſo have we, ſay they : So ſaith Fohn Rey. 
nold here in this preſent Sixteenth Query : Had not the Saints in for. 
mer Times the Scriptures Read in their Congregations, As 15. 21, 
Luke 4. 16.-and ſometimes Expounded, Neb. 8. 7, 8. and Prayed there, 
Verſe-6. and Singing David's Pſalms there, 1 Obron. 16, 7. &c. and 
Bleſſing the People in the N2me of the Lord, Num. 6, 23: &c. Well, 
this was ſo under the Law, but what wilt thou infer from this, that 
you may continue the Cuſtoms of tife Jews in ſuch things ; that follow 
not, unleſs you will deny the Aſcenſion of Chriit, Eph. 4. from 8. to 
17. for the -Fems were under the Law, and ſo they bad a Worldly 
SarQtuary, and a Worldly Service, with divers Ordinances of that 
Nature, until the time of Reformation by Chrilt raiſed up, and come 
again in Spirit, and then ſays God, Behold 1 make all thirgs New ; and 
io he that is in Chriſt is a New Creature, Old things paſſed away, all. 
things become New ; New Temple, New Offerings and 5ervice, New 
4 ..- Prayers, Singings, Preachings, which no Worldly Man can get into, 
2; but all with the Holy Spirit and with Underſtanding : But thou bring: 
_ _** *efft ſeveral places ont of the Writings of the Apoſtles, and Zuke, as in | 
Afﬀts, Corinthians, and Hebrews, to prove that the Apoſtles and Saints. 
uſe Praying, Preaching, Pſaſms, and- Bleſſing amongſt them : Yea, but. 
what is that to yon, that deny that Infallibie Spirit of God to be Fed 
in you that guided them ; and fo get the Worlds Wiſdom, Ads, and 
Helps inſtead thereof, to make you Miniſters and Saints by. You 
'have indeed in ſome things a Form of their Works, but th: Power 
being found, not only wanting amongſt you, but denied by you ; the, 
Children of Light are neceſſitated to turn away from you, and thus to 

witneſs againſt yag. | | 
- But thon ſay*ſt, Chriſt did not only Read the Letter in the Fews Sy- 
nagogues, but allo Preached from a Text of it: To which 1 anſwer, 
For bis Reading, he did upon account of b:ing a Fcw, to fulfil all that 
Righteouſneſs of the Law in his day till his Offering up ; but thar he 
Preached from a Text, as you Priefts do, 1 utterly deny. For his do- 
16g at that time was only this; He being Reading in the Prophet, 85 
| | is 
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[| js mentioned in that Fourth of- Luke, and in proyidence meeting, with 1662 
" thar place, which ſai, The_Sp:rit of the Lord 1s upon me, for be hath gw 
Anointed me to Preach the Goſpel, he hath ſent me to heal the broken brarted, 

 &c. And the Spirit of the Lord ariiing ia him in Life and Power, and 
Witneiling in him to the fulfilling of chat Scripture in himſelf, Ze was . 
overcome with Love and Glory, ard ſo cloſed the Buck, and gave it ag ain 

t0 the Servant, and ſate down; and ſo the Eyes of the People were faſtened 

on him through Admiration, and Raviſhmeuts of Love and Spirit that was 

upon him 5; and fo as that Living Spirit gave him Utterance in the 
Silence of a!l Fleſh, he ſpoke to them, and Preached in many Gracious 
Words the fulfilling of that Scripture in the Ears of that Day: And 

this was Chriſts doing there. 

But, O you.poor naked Teachers of England! &c. What have you 
todo to boaſt of this Example for warranting your PraQice? There 
was no chooſing a Verſe in a Chaprer in the Will of Man, which you 
think you can raiſe moſt words from, and ſo conſult with your own 
Imaginations. and old ruſty Books, how you may raiſe an Hours Diſ- 
courſe from it, and ſo divine to pleaſe the itching Ears of Carnal Pro- 
feſſors, that they may give you outward Honour, Glebe-lands, Tythes, 
Augmentations, Eajter-Reckonings, and the like to pleaſe your Luſts ; 
and if need be to Fight for you, and Jay their Sword and Law upon 
ail that will not hold you up, and. Cry Peace to you : O Hypocrites ! 
How have you deceived the poor People with your long wreſtings of 
Scriptures? Bnt now that the Spirit of Truth is come, it is leading us 
iato all Truth without your help, Praiſcd be the Lord for ever. 

And fo for Chriſt his Expounding out of Aoſes and the Prophets, - 
and opening the Underſtanding of the Diſciples to know the Scripture 
mentioned, Luke 24. And Paul's Expounding and Teſtifying of the 
Kingdom of God, and Perſwading the Fews concerning Jeſus, both out 
of the Law of Moſes, and out of the Prophets meationed, As 28. is 
nothing to you who now-a-days (inſtead of Teltitying-to the Kingdom 
of God, and opening the Underſtanding to know Scriptures, and the 
Light of the World, which they witn<ſſed unto) do Teſtifie of this 
World, Pirading for your Carnal Ordinances, Set Places, S:t Timer, 
Bowing, one to another, and the like, as is manitelt in theſe Queries z 
and fo inſtead 'of opening, ſhut up the Kingdom of Heaven apainit Men, 
and ſo with thoſe of ol:l, will nezrher enter into the Kingdom of God your: 
ſelves, nor ſuffer other; ;, but are under the Wo, 2s you and the People, 
may Read all along in /Z.e. 23, And for Singing of Pfalins, it deti 
not ſay, that the Saints Sung the very words of David, and no other, 
and that in Rhime and Mecier, in Worldly Tunes, afier Mens In- 
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1662 Winch tho in plain words, as thou 


was a Song by the Perſecuted; not the Perſecutors, which in the Per. 
ſecuted Church of God at this day is often Sung, worthy Conſideration, 
but a ſhame for all Perſecuting Prieſts and Profeſſers to take theſe 
words iato their Mouths : And the ſame Apoſtle in that place, 1 Cyr, 
14.26. that ſaith, every one hath a Pſalm, ſaith, 7 nil Sing with the Spj. 
rit and with Underſtanding ;, fo then a Pſalm wes a Gift of the Spirit 
ſpoken forth from the Underſtanding to the Edifying of the Hearer 
and they were to be filent when that Gift was Exerciſed as well ag 
others; but your Confufed Noiſes and Temple-ſongs is but as Howlinp 
in God's Ears, and his Chil-lrens Ears in this day ; for there the Proud 
and Scornful Sing Falfly, and ſay, that they are nat Proud and Scorn- 
ful, /becauſe David faid ſo, Pal. 131. and fo with, and amongft you 
is David's Pſalms in words uſed, but: the Holy Life and Innoceat Love 
that he Lived in, in Deeds denied, and fo the Lord can take no Plea- 
ſure in you. 

And for that Scripture thou bringeſt of Aaron and his Sons Bleſſing! 
the Tribes of //racl in the Name of God : And Paul's commending of 
the Churches 1n the cloſure of his Epiſtles to the Grace of God, makes 
as little for your cuſtomary Bleſſings of, and ipeaking Peace” to the 
Wicked for ſelf-ends, as the Preaching of Chriit doth for your Daub- 
y ing and Divining for Mony ; for you are neither of Aaron's Order, 
= nor of ChriſPs Anointing ; and ſo waſh y:#, and make you clean, and 
E” put away the Evil of your Doings, and God will Blels you, but not other- 

wiſe; and better will it be for you to have the loweſt place in that 
Bleſſing, than the uppermoſt Room where you ſtand in the Curſed 
Ground. 
'__ Q«:. 17. Thy Seventeenth and next Query is; Hath not Chriſt 
Jeſus ſent out his Miniſters to Diſciple him all Nations, and to Baptize 
them in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and Promiſed 
to be with them to the end of the World? Afar. 28. 19, 20, ls not that 
Baptiſm with Water? And having ſet down ſome Scripcures that ſpeaks 
of waſhing with Water, thou crieſt, Are not they then contrary to 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles thar deny Water- Baptiſm ? 

Arſw, To which | anſwer, That all chis, if it were granted thee, is 
nothing at all to thine and thy Brethrens PraQice, who take a little 
Water and ſprinkle it on a Childs Face, calling it Chriſt”s Bipriſm ; for 
there was Diſcipling, and Confeſling- of Faith, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
before Bapiizing, which cannot groundevly, by you, be ſaid of Infants 
of a day old, or fo; and this thou ſaweft, which mide thre fo buſie in 

the words of that Query there following, to p00 lafavts ſprinkling : 
| Es And 
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may'ſt Read in As. 4. 24. &, 
warw Which thou bringeſt for Singing, if that may be called Singing, this | 
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And firſt, Thou goeſt about to prove ig, by ſaying, The Scripture 1662 


intimates that the Children of Believing Parents are Diſciples, A&s 
15. 19. I ſay to the Children of Light, this Sc: ipture intimates no ſuch 
thing at all, bur plainly holds forth the contrary ; for the words there 
are, Why tempt ye God to put a Tote upon the Diſciples Necks, which nes- 
ther our Fathers nor we were ableto bear ? Now theſe Diſciples here ſpoken 
of, were not Natural Infants, but grown Men, Chriſtian Believers, as 
the Firſt, and the Tweanty-third, and Twenty-fourth Verſes of th 

ame Fifteenth Chapter do plainly ſhew ; and ſo if thou hadſt not bee 

a Blind follower of the Blind Guide Richard Baxter, whoſe Argument 
this is, thou would*ſt not, it's like, have offered to bring this for this 
purpoſe, for it ſhames you all for ever : But this Argument being too 
weak for thee, thou endeavoureſt by another Argument, as little to 
the purpoſe, to prove the Natural Infants Subje&ts of Water-Baptiſm, 
becauſe, ſay*lt thou, they have received the Holy Ghoſt, or elſe how 
could the Kingdom of God conſiſt of ſuch ? To this I anſwer and fay, 
But which of the Natural Infants which you ſprinkle hath the Holy 
Ghoſt, and which not? How came ye to ſee this difference? Or, you 
will ay, that all have it ; if ſo, then may People have the Holy Ghoſt 
ordinarily by Natural Eirth, without hearing; then where is your 
great Glorying of your Words or Sermons ? But to proceed, thou 
ſay'ſt, Can we imagine thac God will give. them the Kingdom, and 
deny them Water-Baptiſm ? I anſwer, God wiil give the Kingdom of 
Heaven to whom it belongeth, and it conſiſteth not in outward Obſer- 
vation or Waſhings, as Dipping, or Sprinkling, or ſo, but in Righ- 
teouſneſs, Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt : And thou that, with the 
Papiſts, attributes ſo much to Water-Baptilſm, how comes it to paſs, 
that after all your Sprinkling the Children, as they grow up in Years, 
many grow up in ſo much Wickedneſs and Vanity, 3s is every. where 
manifeſt ? And as concerning Children of Believing Parents, we deny 
them to be Believers that hate the Light, and believe not in it, bur 
ſay, it Inſufficient, as before is d:clared. But as for that Adat. 28. 
which thon and thy Zrethren uſuaily bring for your Cuſtom of Preach- 
ing and Sprinkling of Infants; 1 {ay, it makes nothing for you, who 
fit down in ſome Fat Benefice or other, as times favour you, and there 
Divine from the Letter, as 1s faid, an Hours Diſcouſe or two in a 
Week to the People for Mony : Why go yeu not into all Nations, as 


they did, and Diſciple the Turks and Inatans, if you will be warranted 


by this Scripture ? But whereas you take the Apoſtles for your Ex- 
ample, I query firſt, When did ever the Apoſtles go to the Schools 
of the World ſo many Years to bz made Miniſters ? Did ever ths 
Apoliles ſezk ito the Magiſtrates to compel People to pay them Wages, 
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as you do, or compel Peoplz.by their Sword to conform to Chriſtian | 1 
Doarine ? Or when did they ſprinkle Infants, receive Tythes of the I ther 
People, or Sing David's Prayers, Qnakings in Rhime and Meeter, as | not 
you co? When were they called M-ſter, as you are? And many the || fect 
like things, wherein ycu differ as much from the Apoltles, as Dark. || fo 1 
nes from Light, whereby you ſhew your ſelves to be Guided by a || are 
contrary Spirit, (to wit ) the Spirit of Error: $9 for ever be filent, || tha 
and ſtop your Mouths, for you are both out of the Apoſtles DoCtrine || Co 
aud Practice, as your Fruits make you manifcſt. ſo 
Qs. 18. Thy Fightcenth Query is concerning the Supper z and thou || anc 
askeſt, Rath not Chrift Jeſas given us his own Example tor the Celebra- | Di 
ting of his Laſt Supper? And hath not the Apoſtle raul delivered it to 
the Church, and Command:d the Saints to do it in Remembrance of Þ in 
Chriſt, and thereby ro ſhew forth the Lords Death till he come again ? ev 
Anſw, The Lora?s Supper we own; for Bubold I ffand at the Door and 01 
knock, faith Chriſt, and if any Han hear my Voice, and ozen to me, I wil th 
come in and ſup with him, apa be with me: And for the Doctrine of MW « 
Chriſt, his Eating and Drinking with his Diſciples, ſo we own it in B 
irs place, and for its time ; but what is that to you, who are both v 
out of the DeQrine and PraQtice of the Apoſtles, as by your Fruits is fi 
mgnifeſt ? Ana ſo you Eat and Drink unworihily, and thiriby are guil:y of r 
the Body and Blood of Chrijt ; and ſo Eat and Crick Damnation to you ( 
ſelves, and do not diſcern the Lords Boy: Ard ſo in witneſling againſt ( 
you and your Practices in this State, we neitier Vilifie Men, nor Jeſus | 
Chriſt. And thoy ſey'ſt, What a vain pretence is it to ſay, We Eat | 
Chriſt Spiritually ? I ſay, it it vain, it it be but in Pretence ; but if | 
It be in Truth, ic is the greateſt thing, for it is Erern:l Life ; and he 


that thus Feeds upon CihriſPs Body is Alive to God : But you in all, 
your other Eatings and Drinkings, are Dead whilſt you Live : Aud 
ſo of you, that would keep People always in the Figures and Signs, 
ſaying, The coming of Chriſt, ſpoken of 1 Cor. 11. 26. 4s never to be 
witneſſed here : | demand, Whether that Cup which the Apoſtle ſaid, 


The Cup of Bleſſing which we Bleſs, is it not the Communion of the Blood 


of Chrift , And the Bread which we Break, is it no! the Communion of the 
Body of Chriſt : For we veirg many are one Body, and ore Bread, for mt 
are All Partakers of th.t one Bread, 1 Cor. 10. 15, 16, 17. I ſay, Whe- 
ther was this outward Bread and Wine, yea or nay. 

Qa. 19, And in the n.xt Query thou comeſt over with thele things 
azain, ſaying, How can thoſe Perſons he Faithful to- Chrilt J<{us, and 
Ob:dicnt to his Goſpel, thar refuſe to Prey, and Sing Pialms, and 
Biptize with Water,aid receive the Lord's Supper ? 

I anſwer 
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[ anſwer and ſay, If any diſobey God in any thing he commands x4649 


them unto, whether in any of theſe things, or in any other, they are + 


not Faithful to» Chritt and his Goſpel ; bar thoſe People thou here 
ſecretly ſhoots at, are taught to obey God in all his Requirings, and 
ſo to Glorifie him in their Bodies and Spirits, which are his and fo 
are we clear before the Lord from this thy Charge, and alſo from 
that which follows; for we Revile none, much leſs thoſe that in 
Conſcience of their Daty to God obſcrye them or any thing elſe : And 
ſo the Reviler mult lodge 1n thine own Bed, who fears not to Revile 
and ſpeak Evil of ſach in theſe days, as in Conlcience to their known 
Duty ro God, Worthip him in Spirit and in Trath. 

Bat yo12 whoſe Fear towards God 1s taught by the Precepis of Men, 
in vain is all your Worſhip; for 1 Teſtifie for the Lord, that what- 
ever you Co, though it had the very Form of the Saints Practice of 
old, which yours have not, and not 1:d thereinto by the Motion of 
the Erernal and Jnfalible Spirit of Life, it is nothing but the Pre- 
ceprs of Men, and Will-worſhip, and. no better than Off<ring Swines 
Blaod, or cu'ting off a D9ps Neck : and for the endeavouriag to keep 
up your Ciftom of Praying, and Singing in mixt Congregations, 
from the Example of Fews, or them that follow Chriſt ; 1 ſy, your 
Hypocri:ical Praying and Singing is good no where, bat Rej-Aed of 
Gol; and I fee thy P ice all along, tat would be compa: ing your 
Cangregations to thoſe tiat4ollowed Chriſt : Nay, nay, for thoush 
there was One Devil, yet there was Eleven Saints ; but when You 3re 
ſearched, ſcarce One of many Twelves that hath any t:iue Fear of Gd 
befor2 their Eye: is to d2 found amorgſt you. 

Qu. 20 And wheteas in tliy laſt Query thou askeſt, V/hether thoſe 
Perions thit have Experienced the Operation of the Spirit of God 1n 
the Golpels Preaching and Adminiſtrations, Convinciag their Conſcicn= 
ces, Melting the Hearts, Humbling the Spirits, and Turning them from 
Darkneſs to Light, and have afterwards Taſted much Sweetneſs, and 
have felt Soul-Raviſhing Camforts in the Enjoyment of God in Ordi- 
nances, have not the Witneſs in themſelves that God doth own theſe, 
and Bleſs theſe Priviledges to them. I anſwer, Yea, it is thus witi 
all that, in Truth, have the Witneſs in themſelves, that God doth 
own theſe, and Bleis theſe Priviledges to them. But thoſe People 
that go under the Name Qzakers, have, to raiſe of God?s free 
[,>ve, the Witnels In themielves of ThefrFruits as thtTEamonigt them, 
from the Virtue of the Everlafting Goſpel, and its Adminiftration. 
And therefore w2 can Witneſs, that Fobn Reynolds, and all ſuch as 
Contemn this Miniſtry afd Work of God 2monglt ns ( as Herelie» 
or fo) are Deceiveis, and that they are Strarigers to Spiritual 
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1670 Communion with God, whatever in words they may Boaſt, who can. 
not meet with, and enjoy God where we ( to his Immortal Praiſe 
be it in Trath ſpoken ) doexperience that loving Kindneſs and Good neſy Pro 
which is hetter than Life it ſelf: And therefore, how long may this ſes 
Fobu Reynolds, or any other Seducer or painted Sepulchre talk, before || Mc 
ever they can perſwade theſe whom the Lord hath ſo loved, not to be. if py; 
leve their owa Spiritual Senſes and Experiencies ? But to conclude, Wl ref 
Whereas this John Reynolds in his high ſwelling Words of his 11} Query, NN pat 
and the 12th, boaſts much of his own and bis Fellows Experiencics of no! 
-piritual things, Lrefer the Reader to the reſt of his Ouerzes, and eſpe. i ©, 
Clally the 3, 5, 8, 10, 11, 14, 15, 16, and to the anſwersto them all; MW (ki 
and to weigh all in the Ballance of Juſt Judgment, and it will appear to 
him beyond words what may be Jadged of them and us. 


Thomas T aylor. 


A Teſtimony to the True and Spiritual 
Worſhip : And 2 Word of Conſolation 
to the Children of Light. 


(3: D is a Spirit, all Pure, Holy, Juſt and True; and th:refore 


in Spirit,Purely, Holy, and Truly, will he be Woritip:4 of all 

that come to him ; and therefo: eall that Worſhip, whici ſtand's 

inthe Impure & Unholy nature of the fleſh is of no acceptance with him ; 

Cain may Sacrifice,ang /ſracl may be Circumciſcd,and Judas do ſomething 

like an Apoſtle, but ſo long as the Murderous, Scoffizg; Covetous, 
Trayterous Nature of the Fleth ftands, all is nothing. 

The Lord God Blclled for ever, heth in this day of his Powerful 
Love made manifeſt himſelf, amongſt the Child: en of Men on Earth, 
and now Sons and Daughters do Propheſie, and Old and Young Go Sing 
of his Praiſe, and Sound forth with Joyful Hearts of the worthy noble 
Acts of his Right-Hand; becauſe his Kingdom is come, avd his Glory in 
Sion is appeared; and the Tabernacle of Gol is indeed with Men, 
and he himſelt ( not a Shadow, or a Figure, o@nt ward Repreſeniation 
of him) but he himſelf, who is over all God Bleſſed for ever; dwells 
in, and with his People, his Cear'y beloved Sie!, who have belicved in 
his 
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Light, that true Light, that Lighteth every Man that cometh into the 1670 
World, and have not deſpiſed the day of Small Things, 'but have wait- uv 
ed in the Light, in theFalth of his Holy Power, for the fulfilling of bis 
"els Promiſes, and to through Faith and Patience, have received the Promi- 
ns ſes of Everlaſting Life, and Salvation fulfilled in them; whereby the 
ore F Mountains are thrown down, and Vallies lifted up, and all made Plain, 
be- Pure, and Perfect for the Holy God and Father ofall Mercy, and Good- 
te, f refs to dwell in, and walk in: Glory, Glory to his great Name, who 
'Y, Þ bath not lefc himſelf without a Witneſs of his Faithfulneſs this day, 
of F nor left the Throne of Davids Kingdom without an Heir to fit upon it, 
e i to Order and Eſtabliſh it in Righteouſneſs: And now, even now in 
I;  thisour Day, the Day which the Lord hath made, is the Bl:Md Foun- 
0 IF tainof the great Depth of the Love of God in Chriſt Jeſus truly opened ; 
and the Vaters of the Heavenly Temple are {o deep that a lian may 
ſuiminthem; and it is not now as ſometimes in times paſt, here aline 
. and there a line, here a little and there a little, but now hath the Lord 
our God, according to his excellent Loving-kindneſs, fully opened to 
Tadah, and the Children of the Heavenly Mother Jeruſalem, tic My- 
Rery of his Will, and Fountain of his Eternal Goodneſs, in Chriſt Jeius 
the Light, whereby our Souls are ſatisfied, and Sin and Tranſgreſlion 
done away, and the Everlaſting Righteouſneſs ( which makes Pure and 
Perfett the very Heart, Soul, and Conſcience to God ) brovght in; \ 
ever Bleſſed be his Glorious Name for his unſpeakable Gilt, Amen, 
and Amer, 
And now are all falſe Religions ſeen, and by the Light, which makes 
them manifeſt, Judged; for the falſe Births, which are of the great 
Whore ( Myſtery Babi/on) whoſe Religions are carried on by the will of 
the Fleſh ( as by the Fleſhly Wiſdom they were Invented ) ſtand all in 
the Curſe, where nothing is perfe&, but their own Miſery and Wretch- 
edneſs Remains; and therefore it is that both Prieſt and People, in 
this Wretched State, do all with one conſent cry out againſt the perfect 
Work of Teſus Chriſt in his People, ſaying, None can be Perfet+ bere ; 
And fo do in a Word deny the very End for which Chriſt came, and 
the End for which che Miniſtry of Chriſt was given; for Chriſt gave, 
bimſeif for his People, That he might waſh them im the Word of Life, and 
fopreſert them to himſel 'f a Glorious Congregation, without Spot or Wrmkle, or 
any ſuch thirg, Epheſ. 5. 25. fc. And thou art all Fair my Love; faith 
Chriſt to his Spoule, And there is no Spot in thee. And the Law mace 
| thing Per fot, butrthe bringing in of a better Hope { Chrift in ws the Hope 
of Glory, Col. 1. 27. ) Heb. 7.19. And the very.end of the Miniſtry 
was, fer the E dif yins 'rd Per{cfting the Saints, n no xre Chriſts Bay, EMh, 
412. And welwvour ty preſent every 11a Perfect toGod 1 Chrtjt, Cob 4.2% 2 
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I670 And Jokn 17, 23. 1 in them ard thou in me,” that they ay be made Perfef 

= in 07, But now the falſe Miniſtry, which ftznds in the Fleſh, in whic 
Ko goa thirg ants, keeps People always learning, and never brings any 
to tie Knuwledge of pcrfe&ting Truth of the Lord Jeſus; for how 
ſhould it ? For -they have Run and I rever ſent them, ſaith God, theretqr, 
the, frall not profit the Peopleat all. Jer. 23. And under thts woſul Con 
dition lieth all the World of unbelieving People, who believe not jn 
the Truth, Chrilt Jeſus, but follow their own dark Spirits, which 
ſee nothing of the Kingdom of Gud, nor the Holy Wor ſhipper 
therein. : 

A long anddark Night of Apoſtacy tath paſſed over the World ſing, 
the Apoſtles time, wherein the Spirit of Antichriſt and Devils hath 
v:rought effectually in the Children cf Diſobedience, as was forctold 1 
the blinding oftheir Mirds, and kzrdning their Hearts againſt the Ever. 
laſtingGoſpel of Truth,the Heavenly Light and Power of God unto $il. 
vation; ard hath ſo deluded them, that they have thought they were 
doing God ſervice, when they were Perſecuting his Truth, and Mem. 
bers of his Bedy, as many in the fame dark deluded ſtate do at this day; 
but now the Lord is lifting up his Standard againſt thas great Whor, 
Dragon, falſe Prophet, and their Armies, wio G-g and 4ag09 like 
would devour the Lambs of Chriſt. 

And now no Weapon formed againſt Chriſt, his Truth and People 
hall ever proſper any more at all, but the Lamb ſtall have the Viaory; 
and the Kingdom, Dominion, and Greatneſs of it ſhall be given to thi 
Saints of the Moſt High God, whoſe Kingdom is Everlaſting, and that 
Nation, Kingdom and People, that will not bow to Truth, will mol: 
dcr away and come to nothing, as,the Lord hath ſaid : For now is th 
eflc& of every Viſion fully to come, and no more at all to be prolonged, 

_ And therefore, Wo, Ws to the Inhabitants of the Farth, and the Sea, 
who are putting the Day of the Lord a far off, crying Peace, Peace, when 
there is noPeace; for there is no Peace toany who will not have Jeſs 
Chriſt { the true Light, that Ligkteth every Man that ccmerh into iht 
World )torule in them, and over them; for his is the Kingdom, Glo: 
ry and Power, aid he will Reign for Evermore, in the mid(t of hisE 
nemies. Glory to his Name without ceaſing, Amen and Amen, fait 
my Soul; whom thou haſt Redeemed, 'O Holy One of 1/-ael,ro ict fort! 
thy Praiſe amongſt the Living in Ter»/alem, thy Holy Hill, ſo bs 1k 

So now, O all ye that love Righteouſneſs, and daily wait to fee tht 
Heavenly Kingdom thereof, ſet uv» in you, and in all People 1 7: Þ 
your Brotier, in the Joys and Sufferings of tie Goſpel; having had 
throughthe Merciſulneſs of our God and Father, perfect krowlegdes 
bis Good Way from the beginning of this Day of his Loyg, whic? 0a} 
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Teltimony to the True and Spiritual Wwozſhip. 41 
dawned fpon his Beloved Seed in theſe Iflands, and in all the Werid, 1662 
do declare and bear my Teſtimony for God amongſt many Brethren, -y- 
chat there is n9 way to God the Father of Light, but by the Lipht 
lio Chriſt Jeſus, that true Light that Lighteth every Man that cometh into 
Vo the World with a Light that is Pure, Free, Spiritual and Sufficient, that 
Con all Men through it may believe, and fo be led out of Darknets, Sin and 
o ng Death (the ways of Sin ) into the Marvellous Light and Life of Righ- 
hich  teonſneſs and true Holineſs, and ſo into Fellowſhip with the Holy Ged, 
PI without which Holincſs none can ſce him, nor enjoy him for ever. For 

this Gift of God, the Light,isHoly ; andin all that believeand receive it, 
ince it brings forth its own Eleſſed Image, which is Holineſs. And it is Free, 
hat and works according to irs own Bleſſed Nature in all that joyn to it, ſct- 
ie OF ting them free from all their Spiritual Enemies whatſoever ; and ſo ma- 
"I'S king.them Free-born Children of the Heavenly Jeruſalem, which is fice 
Sl frevermore; from all the falſe and imbendaging Impoſitions of the Man 
of Sin whatſoever. | 
a And fo alſo becauſe this Heavenly Gift of God, Chriſt Jeſus the Light, 
lay; who. Lightcth eucry Mar, Jokn 1.9. is perfe&t, and ſhines in the Kea t, 
"Y therefore ic doth of its own Nature, make perfett every Man that wi h 
ike their Hea: ts rec:ive ir, and ſo come to God' by it: It makes-perfeCt 

toGod,as-pertaining 'o the very Heart and Conſcience of all its Lovers; 
pl; for if you Love the Lig'i: you Love God, from whence ir comes; for 
TE hethat Loves him thai is tent, Loveth alſo him that ſent him. 
ty And therefore 1 ſay unto all People upog the face of the E:r h, th:t 
tha all that Faith, Hope, Worſhip, Religion, or whatever it way b*- called 
on [ That ſtands not in ( end 15 not carried on in) this Power of God the 
k. Light, which Lighteth every Man 1s nothing worth. Every g00d, and 
2 porſet Gift ( ſaith Jams ) comert® down from the Father of Light, who is 
th Unchanceablc; and it ſhines in the Heart of every Man, though the Dark- 
ie: neſs, which throuzh the Fill hata gotten place there, compreherds 
h it-not ; yet the Light istlere a ſure Foundation, a tried Cori.er-Stote, 
; 'E Ele and Precious; Bleſſed ire all that fall upon it, ſo as to be broken 
4 iato Godly Sorfow, and Tenderrefſs of Heart; ard Bleſled are all] that 
Ml Build upon it; they ſhall be called the Ele& of God, Precious Sons 
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uy ond Daughters of Zion, and cheir Building ſhall never fail them, nay, 

the Gates of Ectl ſhall never prevail againft their FAITH, becauſe 

It ſtindeth in the Power of God Chriſt Jeſus, tke Li:ht that ever Li- 

veth, to krep them in a £900d and ſafe Condition, that tus come to 
1 Gol by hjm 

nad} 2? by him. 


The Day is dawned, v.h:c': makes ai: things raanif:!t. Fraiſed be 
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' 7% I Teſtimonyto the True and Spiritual Weaſhip. "Þ- 
1449 the Name of the Living Unchangeable God ) which Teacheth 21] things, Þ 
wary and it abideth in the Faithful Hearts, and 1s ſuffictent. And he called Þ jt 
texe Light Day ; and ſa the joyful Day, which the Lord hath made, Þ 
being come, we will Rejyce and be Glad in ir, though the Chik NY d 
dren of Dzrkneſs be never ſo Angry; For the Lord, onr Strength, Þ yl 
will maintain our Cauſe againſt all hrs Foes for evermore z ſo be it. 
And now, though the Childrea of the Night be many, and Profeſ. 
| ſors of the Letter of Scripture, that want the Life of it, come forth ag 
ſo many Armies, to plead for, and contend for their ſeveral formed 
Ways,and invented Worſhips,againſt the Childrenof Gad this day,who 
Worſhip God in Spirit and in Truth z yet Greater 5s be that 1531 us, then 
be that 1s in the World; and ſo, though we are forced to Bnild, in this 
_ our Holy City, New Fersſalem, with our Spiritual Sword in our Hand, 
yet we are all well content, finding the Lord ſtil} with us in this Day 
of the Reſtoration of all things: And & though Tobiab and Sarbale, 
with all the Heathen, Mock and carry fille Reports, concerning us, ts 
the Rulers of the Earth; yet through the Help of our God we are ent» 
bled to go on in eur Holy Spiritual Work, in the Lard's Holy City 
and Temple; and the Word ofthe Lord Proſpers in our Hand, and 
in our Hearts. And though they ſay we deny the Ordinances of God, 
becauſe we cannot plead for, or put confidence in a Shadow or Figure; 
F holding the Head Chriſt Jeſus, the Light agd Life Eternal, we are 
afe enough, and have the Witneſs of God in ovr Hearts Juſtifying us 
and Sealing in our Hearts our Acceptance with his Majeſty, which is our 
Peace and Aſſurancefor ever; forPraifed be the Name of God for ever, 
who hath given us an underſtanding to know him that is true, the $ 
of God, and we are in him that is rue; who is the Everlaſting Ordt 
nanceof God ; and inhim are we Baptized, with a Baptiſm made with 
out Hands; and our Supper is with the Lord in Spirit and Truth where 
we are daily given to feed freely at his Table, whoſe Body is Meat in- 
deed; who ſaid, I am the Living Bread that gives Life for ever, Johns, 
* And he that Belizveth in me, and feedeth on me, ſhall never Dye, chap. 6 
SO, 51. God gave the Children of Iſracl Manna in the Wilderneſs, and they 
djed notwithſtanding, but my Father giveth you the true Bread; For God ſo 
loved the World, that he gave his Son to be the Light and Life of Man; 
and ſo to as many as Received him then, and do Receive him now, to 
dwell in their Hearts by Faith, to them he gave, and daily doth give, |} þ 
* 7 Power to become the Sons of God, whoſe? Birth is not of the Mortal "oy e: 
az. ofFleſh and Blood, nor the Mind or Will, or Words thereof, but ot | || 
HF: the Incorruptible Seed of the Word of Gad, Etcrnal,Re1l, and Eſfential, ' 
"LOASS Which Lives and Endures for Ever, which periſhes not with U8ng,'s 
. mor tal thingdo z but it Lives and Triumphbs in its own Creating, fav" 
: ing 
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for evermore, well witneſſed in the Hearts of Spiritual Believers this 
day ; For in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Whrd was God, and py it wore all t hings made and jt was awd i the Light 
and Life of 47an; and he Delighted and doth alſothis day greatly Re- 
joyce and Dclight in the habitable parts of his Creation For | will dwell 
in them, and walk in them, who open unto me, ſaith the Lord, who 
by his Servant ſaid, Behold I ſtand at the door and knock; and by his Ser- 
vant alſo now ſaich, Behold the Lord ſtagds at the door of your Hearts 
[all People] and whoſoever opens mnato him, he will come inuato them, 
and the pure in Heart ſhall ſee the pure and Holy God ſapping wich 
them, and they with him; and they ſhall dripk abundantly of the Hea- 
venly Wine with Jeſus Chriſt in the Fathegs Kingdom, freſh ard Li- 
ving, for now is the Lord rending away the Vail, the Covering that 
hath-been upon the hearts of People, and making to all Pcople the 
Feaſts of fax things, full of Marrow, and of Wine upon the Lees 
well Refined, | 
; And now is the Lord God Bleſſed for ever fulfilling the Promifes of 
his Great Love in Chriſt Jeſus, which have been ſince the World began, 
in this &ay of the pouring forth of his Holy Spirit, whereby the Holy 
Cty, New Feru/zlem, is felt come down from God out of Heaven, 
and God bimfſelf dwelling with Men, even the Tabernacle of God with 
Man, as was ſaid before; all Holy Praiſes to his Name: Yea, he thac 
fits upon the Throne hath made, and is daily making all things New ; 
and now the Lamb is known fo be the Light of his People,and they need 
noother ; for the Anointing which they have of him Teacheth all chings ; 
and now is Jerrſalem- a rejoycing indeed, and her People a joy; bur 
now the Uncircymciſed in Heart and Far, who do always reiiit tre Bo- 
ly Ghot,are greatly troubled and offended by reaſon of the great Dark- 
neſs and enmity of their Hearts, becauſe they cannot in their unclean 
mind enter in ; ior into this City no unclean thing, nor any that loves or 
makes 2 Lie can enter ; for now the Serpents weat is Duſt;and his Head is 
bruiſed, Glory to God for ever, Sce /ſa. 65.17, &c. Ret 21. 1, &c. 
AL 7 $1, $2 
And now are all th Climers ( who have not come in by the door, 
but are Clincd up ano.her way, ln their uncktan minds, whom Corilt 
calls Thieves and Robbers ) ſeen, and by the ſame that diſcovers them 
Judged art} Condemned ; theſe are they that have taken 2wiy the Key 
of Knowledge, ant will neither enter into the Kingdom of God them- 


KF ſlves,nor ſuffer thofe thar are entring into enter: Theſe are rhey whom 
F Chriſt-crics wo againſt, who love to þe called of Men, Maſter ; healy 
2nd high mind:d Men, with the great Train of their ſecuced Followers, 
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1669 WO Plead for them, and Fight for them, becauſe they cry Peace to 
wa, iLEM IN their Sins, and tell them they: muſt never bz Perf & whiPft . 
they are here, but muſt carry about them a Body of Sin, Without a Hope 
ct ever being free*d from it; whiPEt on Earth ; and ſo in effe& deny the 
end of Chriſt's coming, who came to {et free ti.e Soul, by deſtroying 
the Bcdy of Sin; alſothey deny the very end, the very end of Chriſt's 
Miniſtry; for when he Aſcerded vp on High, he gave gifts to Men, for 
tize work of the Miniltry, for the edifying of the Body of Ch iſt, and for 
tiic Perfecting of the Saints, Fphe/ 4. Come ye Contenders againit Tru: h, 
is rot the PerfeCcting of the Saints in Holineſs, by bringing them out of 
anolineſs; and in Faith,out of Unbelicf; and into the Spiric,out of the 
Ficſh, and all Fleſhly and Feriſhiag Obſervations ? And doth not the 
Miniitry of Chriſt, which js the true Spiritual Miniſtry, attsin its end, 
and Co its work to the utmoſt ? Yea, yea, though the Miniſters of An- 
Lichrilt Fret, and Foam, and Gainſay, and Contradict, and Blaſpheme, 
and ſpend their ſtrength in Vain, and perfe& nothing but their Sins; 
yet the Work of the Lord goes on and Profpers, and the Body of Chriſt 
is Built up, and the Songs of 507 Sung in tue Holy Land ; and none can , 
take part therein but the Redeemed of the Lord, whoare redeemed 
from the Earth, into the Heavenly Socicty, and Chntch of the Firſt- 
born, whoſe Names are written in Heaven, and who follow the Lamb 
whitherſoever he goes; theſe are not Defiled with the Cup of the great 
W hore, for they are Virgins, and have Oil in their Lamps, ard ſo need . 
not go to the Merchants of Balylen to buy. And fo all People bow to 
Eruth in the inward parts, for obedience to that-is the Sacrifice which 
God requir«th,and better than all other Sacrifices; all your Sabboth out 
of this, are but meer Druggeries; and all your Will-worſhip, Ce: emo» 
nies, and Traditions ( being out of this ) are but meer mock Services 
yea, out of this(to wit, the Light and Truth in the inward parts) 
your very Faithis vain, and your Hope of none effe&t, and your Prayers 
Sin; for unto thee who wilt not have it to rule in thee, the Lord hath no 
reſpet, nor tothy Offering : So prize your Time Q all ye Strangers to 
the Life of God,*and make ſupplication to yeur Judge Chriſt Jeſus, that 
Lights every Nan that comes into theWorld ; for this is the convemras 
tion, that Light is come into the World, and Men Loved, and do Love, 
their evil d<eds,and hate the Light ; for every evil Doer hates the Light, 
faith Chriſt, yeazit is ſo, whatſoever the Hypocrite, the Evil- Doer,with 
his Mouih may fay to the contrary. . : 
And all ye Clirldren of the Light, wal in the Light, and be thank- 
fat, for the Lord is Ariſen in Mighty Power to Crown you with 1s 
Glory; his Giortbus, Rightcous, -Wiizom, Holineſs, and Saivation 3 
ke iS comes indeed to fulfil all his Promif.s in you, and for you, to the 
Xs | Giorifying Þ 
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o | Glorifying of the Arm of his own Power; and for your Souls endleſs ; ; ; 
| .# comfort; and why thould any of you be af: aid of what Mzn can do wt 
e | apainſt you, ſeeing you fear God,, and love the Children of Men, and * 
IC yau are not of them that ſeek to deſtroy Mens Lives, but to fave them, 

2 as much as in you lieth ? 

's Ariſe, Ariſe, break forth into ſinging, ye Sons and Daughters of the 

Jy Heavenly King, the Lord our Righteouſneſs: for thy Light is come, 

C and the Glory of the Lord is riſen upon thee: And thou ſhalt no more 

1, de termed delolate; for thy Maker is thy Husband, and thy Land is- 

f married indeed : And thy Plants grow, and thy Gardens caſt a Sweet 

e Smell: Oh ! Happy are they who Believe in thy Light, and walk tm 

(- the clear Sun-ſhine of thy Day : No Stumbling nor ocakon of S:umb- 

), ling is on thy Mounrain, nor in thy Valleys; but on the Dark Moun- 

- tains, whereon the Haters of Cliriſt walk, is all the Stumbling ef this 

k preſent World. Thoa who art come in at the true Door, Chriſt 

; Jeſus, the Light of che World, tiiy Kingdom is not of this World, but 

t WU is a Kingdom without End, which cannot be ſhaken, wherein dwels 

n, M Righteouſneſs indeed ; and thy Paſture is Freſh and green all the Year 

d bong, being wet with the Dew of Heaven, yea, in thy Happy Lot 

« are both the upper and nether Springs,2nd Bread of Life, for evermore, 

b where reſts with ties ( in the Purelt Love) thy Brother in the Joys and 
Sufferings of the Golpel, 

0 In the 12 of the 6th Month, 1669, : 
- Thomas Taylor. 
; A Meſſage of Truth to Profeſſors. 

0 : | 

, O to the Teachers of the Peeple, that danb with untemper*d 

b Morter, and cry, Peace, Peace, when the Lord hath not 


* | © fpoken Peace; For the Lord ſpeaks Peace to none in their Sins; but they 
') Teach for Doftrine, That none can Live out of Sin whiPfE on this. 
by ſide the Grave; and fo they Miniſter for Antichriſt, the Man of 
Sin; and not for Chiiſt, who is without Sin, tn Gods Righteouſneſs. 

And be that keepeth Chriſt's Commandments dwelleth in him, and 

; he in him; and his Commandments are not Grievous, ſaith Fohn : 
Is And again, Fe toat is Born of Cit Stmeth not ; for the Evi rlaſting Fa- 
ther of the Un/potted Generation 1s be, Ard berdin( faith the lame Joby, 
and all the Liviaz Members of Chiiſt ) &« our Love made Perſett, that we: 
, | ; mAYy 
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1679 may have Bolaneſs in the Day of Fu dgment , Decauſe as he 1s, fo are we 
vyY in this World. | 
_ But the Mafterly Teachers of this world cry out, O the Commands 
of Chriſt ( who is God ) are hard, none can keep them, we mu! ! ive 
in Sin whilſt en Earth, no PerfeQion here, no Viſtory over al, while 
on this ſide the outward Grave. 

Theſe have their Eyes abroad, and Judge after the Fleſh ; ar t! 
things of Gods Spirit are Fo»liſhneſs to them: The Grave of Sir 
lie dead in, and know not the Reſurrection from it; and fo : 
norant of Chriſt, who is the Reſurre&ion ard the Life: And 1h: 
in ſuch is ſhut, as yet, that ſhould hear the Sons Voice, whoſe Vi; 
raiſeth the Dead. - | 

O Focliſh and Slow of Heart to believe all that Chriſt and his Provnets 
have ſpoken! Doth nor Chriſt ſay, The hour is coming an now is, 
when the Dead ſhall hear the Voice of the Son of God, and *tiey that 
hear ſhall Live? For as the Fath:tr bath Life in kimjclf, ſo hath he given to . 
the Son, to bave Life inhimſelf, Fon 5. 26, And in another place, He 
that Liveth and Believeth in me, ſhall never die, for God is not the God 
of the Dezd, but of the Living ; for the Dead cannot Praiſe him. And 
And I will Ranſom ther from the Power of the Crave; I will Redeem them 
from Death; O Death ! ill be thy Flagues, O Greve I will ve thy Deſtrxet4- 
on, Hof. 13. 14. 

' And again, Eztk, 27. 12, &c, Thus faith the Lord God, Bet ols, 0 
my People, 1 will open your Graves, and cauſe you to come up out of your 
Graves, and ye ſhall know thar 1 a1 the Lyrd;, and I will Place ny Senituary 
inthe nidft of you for evermpre. Theſe Words are Faitiiv! and True, 
and the I/rae of God, who are riſen with Chriſt, know them; 2nd 
ia the Birth Immortal. being piled from Death to Lite, do ſet to thi 
Sesl, That God is a Faitiiful Performer of bis Promiſes this Day : For 
Life and Iwmortality is br-vght to Light through the Goſpel, which is 
the Pewer of God to Salvetion, in all that belicre in God, and know 
js Cariſt in them, who is. the Peath of Death, and D:ſtruRion of Sin, 
and Life Eternal to enjoy ;| Glory to his Name for ever: And againlt 
this Living Faith 21d Quickrisg Power the Gates of Hl ivall never be 
22! no prevatl. 

Eur as w43 ſaid ;<fore, Wo to the Teacheis ef the People, who 
Daub with Untempzr2d Morter ; who look putward,and judge of things 
according to the Fiei! , ard outward appearznce of things; and pled 
for thz Life of Sin du: ins, the whole time of Mans being upon Earzh, 
and look at the Grove without, 'and Death without, and ſo lic Dragan 
Sin, ard Buried in ine Grave of their Spi:icuzl Wickedneſs thermnielves3 
and {o le:d about a People, [filly as Wonrcn in Matters Spirituel, Ia 
| | Ucn, 
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den, like themſelves,with divers Sins and Luſts, always learning, but 1670 
never able to come to the Knowledge of the Truti: For who know. the —yvu 


Truth, as it is in jeſus, are ſet free by itz For if you be ſt free by the 
Truth then are ye free indeed, faith Chriſt. This is more than all out- 
ward Knewledge and Prcfeſſion, to be fo free, as not to be uader the 
Power of any Sin,Luſt, Femptation, Will of Man, nor apy of the Powers 


of Darkneſs wharſoever ; bur Free, as Chriſt is Free, who is over all, 


God Bleſſed forever. | 
But now that Chriſt is core, to ſet up this his Holy Glorious King- 
dom in the Hearts of the Children of Men; where is this Faith to b2 
faund on Earth? But the Multitudes of EarthlyProfeſlorscry, the Ring- 
dom of Heaven hereafter; tie Kingdom of Glory hereafter; no Per- 
fettion on this ide the ( outward ) Gravez none can overcome, or put 
off the Bouy of Sin, woillt hee; and the like: Not knowing what 
they ſay, nor whereof they affirm, when they ſpeak of ſuch things ; be- 
cauſe, to the Kingdom of Heaven within, in Man, they are Strangers ; 
Eyes they have but ſee not; and Ears but hear not; for the in- 


ward Eye, which Gould fee, have they faſt cloſed; and the Ear, which. 


L 


ſhould hear, have they ſhut, leſt they ſhould fee and hear, and be con- 
yerted, and be ſaved. But Bleſſed is the Eye that fees the Kingdom of 
God, which he hath ſet up, aad 1s ſetting up in his Trembling People 
and the Ear that liears the unutterable Word of the Living Father, which 


raiſe:h the Dead ; they ſhall ever be Praſing of him in the Congregation: 


of the Righteous, where none can come to make affrzid ; for theſe Love 
and Fear the Lord, and that frees them from the Fear of Vain Man, whoſe 
Breath is in bis Noſtrils. 

But all whoſe Religion ſtands vpon the Sandy Foundation of Mans 

Wiſdom, and Theughts, and Doings, which PerfeRts not to God,theſe. 

- will be likethe Chaff, whichthe Wind ſcatters to and fro; the Regene- 
ratingPower of GodsEternal Spirit they being ignorant of in themſelves;. 
all their ſhew of Religion is meer Hypocriſie, and the Religion of Hypa- 
crites ſhz11 never be eſtabliſhed ; for all who gather not with-Chriſt ſhall 
ſcatter; and every Plant that his Heayenly Spiritual Hand hath not Plant» 
ed, ſhall berooted up. 

O! What Darkneſs have you wyapt your ſelves in? and how is the 
Underſtanding Part,clouded in you, that you will neither ſee nor learn. 
to know the things that pertain to Everlaſting Life ? Can you ſay the 
Branches of the fallen Tres, the firſt 44am, ire Unholy and Corrupt, 


'-becguſe of the Unholineſs of the Root? And will you not ſee that the 


Members of the Heavenly Man, Chift }J:ſus, who never fell, are Ho- 
Iy, becauſe of the Helyneſs of the Root? For if the Root be Holy 


K { are the Branches. Anoint your Eyes with Eye-Salye, that it 


poſhble 


I . — — 
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1670p9fiible you may fee, and know 2 better Root in you, than the fallen 


=> Mans Nature, to grow on, that the Kingdom cf Holineſs you may feel 


come near you For they thar are in the Fleſh cannor pleaſe God, what- 
ever they may profeſs: And this edds to their Miſery , that when 
they have brought forth the Deadly Works of the Fleſh, they would 
charge them upon Gods Elc&, ard make their Works Ike their own; 
Theſe Fleſhly ones are grea: Enemies to Chriſt, ard bis Righteouſneſs, 

ad his Members; for they that are in Chriſt are New Creatures; and 
to Abel and his Offering God bath Till Reſpe&, though Cain and his 
Offering was always RejeGed , becauſe Polluted with Sin; as the 
Pra;ers and Performances of all Hypocrites are at this day: There- 
fore for this purpoſe was the Son of God manifeſted, and 1s at this 


Day Received of the Faithfyl, even to deſtroy Sin, which is the Devils: 


Work. And in him, to wit (Chriſt Jeſus the Light ) is there no Sin,, 
nor Sinful Narure. | Ln 

So they that Love Ciriſt, and Walk in his Life, and Lizhr, pleaſe 
God; for he is that Way Undefiled, wnerein no Unciean can Walk: 
but the Redzemed are here : And what it ſhou!d fer down the words of 
Jeius, to wit, Whoſocv:r abidech in Chriſt, Sj-neth not ;; whoſo:ver Sinneth, 
bath not ſeen him nor kno P77 htm , I Foun 3. 6. Can you believe it? 1 
know you cannot whilit you {tand reaſoning with Fleſh and ©1099, not 
Believing in the Light, |that Lightch ever; Man that cometh into the 
World}; -but call tie Lizke of Chriſt in Man Natural; and rk-n put 


the Letter ( which only witneſſes to the Light ) inſtead of it: Ard * 
then the Enemy work+in your Natural Earthly Wiſdom , c:uſing you; 


to wreſt Scriptures to Eſtabliſh vour Empty Forms, which m#ks np- 
thing Peife&; and this was the Sin of the Old Jews, who though they 
talked of the 41:ſſiah, yet when he appeared they would not come to 
him, that they might be ſaved; and fo under the Dead Prefeſſion of 
the Lettcr, they lay Slain: And tho? they had a Zcal for God, as you 
have now,yet1t was not according to Knowledge, and ſo ſtumbled at the 
Stumbling-Stone; and ſdin their dark minds wovld needs keep vp the 
Forms and Shadows of things, in oppoſition to the Subſtance (the thing 


itſelf ) Chriſt Jeſus, when,he appeared ; as you donow. O! thatyou 


could be perſwaded of this, how well would it be for your Poor Souls 
in timeto come. 

Therefore now that the True, Heavenly, Everlaſting, All- ſufficient 
Light is broken forth 2$2in, from under the Clonds, aftcr the long 
Dark Night of Apoltecy|; turn your Minds in, to know a meaſure of it 
in you, and wait therein to be ied out of all the Dark Paths of Sin and 
Error by -1t: For | av the Way, faith, Chrift, the Lighr, that trne Light 


which Ligtcty every Man that con:eth into the Werld; and I wilky 
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know that Chriſt is in yon, except you be Reprobartes, ſaith the Apoſtle? 
And if we walk inthe Light as he is in the Light, then have we fellow- 
ſhip one with another, and the Blood of this innocent Lamb cleanſcth 
from all Sin, and waſheth from all Unrighteouſneſs all real Comers 
thereunto, ſaith the ſame Spirit : Therefore go not forth, for without 
are Doggs, and all Liars; but Truth and the Kingdom of it, is to be found 
within, nigh in the Heart. ; 
O how Beautiful is the Way of the Juſt! Holineſs is the Gir- 
dle of their Reins continually, their Hearts ponder deep things in 
Holineſs; they do no Iniquity who walk in this Everlaſting Unde- 
fldWAY, Chrift Jeſus, the Light; for, by the Light are they 
ted. out of all Defilements ; and to ſych'there is no occaſion of Stum- 
bling. | 
0 ſtoop down low with your minds to the Light of Chriſt in you, 
that 'convinceth you of Sin and Evil, that through the Light the true 
Door, and Daily-Croſs to the Carnal Mind, you may come into the 
Sheep- fold ; for all who clime #p another Way, are but as Thieves and 
Robbers, and muft be judged as Goats, and ſet on the left hand, be- 
cauſe they would not hear Chriſt's Voice, the Light in the Conſcience, 
tobe led by it. Great Wo to the Climers over the Door ; ſuch neither = 
receive Chriſt, nor his Servants whom he ſends ; but chooſe rather ro 
follow ſuch as love to be called of Men, Mafter, and live in the reſpe& of 
Perſons, and Perſecuting Nature, and daub over an old Heart with 
fair Promiſes of Life, as it is amongſt you this Day; for wiat tho? ſome 
inthe outward ſtand againſt you for your Form, and Words ſake, as 
the Heathen of 01d did the ontward Fews, yet both. thoſe outward Fews 
then,as you out wardProfeſſors do now,ftood and do Rtand,againſt Chriſt, 
and ps for his Truths ſake : For we find it true from you all,that whoſo- 
ever walketh in Chrift, a1d-holdeth forth his Life, and oWorſhippeth 
God in Spirit and Truth, ſhall be hated of all men, whetlier P:ofeſ- 
ſors or Pcophane, -who are out of that Life and Holy Worſhip, even 


. for Chriſts very Name and Life's ſake, becauſe it is a Croſs and Offence 


to ail rhe World, wio are in their ewn Wills, under what Form or 
Profeſſion ſvever, who a1c gotten into a Profeſſion of Chriſt, without 
Chriſt, and rhe daily Creſs which his Followers bear. Therefore 211 
who areclimed up into the Tree of an outward Profeſſion without the 
true real fecling and Spiritual acquaintance with the daily Croſs, and © 
fery Law« f the Lord, and flaming Sword ( which Guards the Tree of 
Life ) which is fm the Hand of the Angel of the Covenant, for the cat- 


[xxx #% x3 may 


fend my g oly Spiritof Truth to lead into all Truth: He is come, and 1670 
"his Promiſe fulfiled; Glory to his Name forever. And do you not wv 


IND Oh I > Laden | = Dog | 
I Melkage of Truth to Profeſſors. 

1670 may entcr in and pofle(s/the Interitance ) muſt come down again ;- I fap 
Sov they mult come ro the beginning, from which in theic fallen Wiſdom'they 

are wandred, to learn of him in Silence, who ſpeaks from Heaven, whoſe ÞÞ yo 

Word is nigh in the Hearr, before ever they be eſtabliſhed; for except ÞÞ {6 

you become as little Children, not in Talk, but in Troth,ye cannot enter JB. of 

God's Kingdom. | iny 

O ve People, hearken awhile,whether Teachers or Hearers; You win I 41 

have been feeding upon the Tree of Knowledg, and never came through WW 5; 

Gods Judgments, the Flaming Sword, to the Tree of Life: Your Food I y« 

is Death, your- Works will Burn, and your Fig-leaf-Covers will fall of W þ 

| you, ard you be left Naked and Bare to the ſhame of your Nakednely, W a 

as in the day that you were Born: For what is any Covering unleſs ithe W { 

that of the Spirit of Chriſt? The Lord God, who is of Purer Eyes than MW p 

to behold Iniquity, will bring your Deeds to the Light of his Judgments, MW « 

from which you cannot flee; and before him will nothing ſtand but that. MW 1 

which-is Pore. | Ir 

Your defiled Preachings, Prayings, Singings, Hearings, Readings, W « 

will be rejeRed, and caſt out as Dung from the Preſence of the Pure MW C 

Holy God, that is a conſuming Fire: You have multiplied words with- W $ 

opt Knowledge: Ye have not been, neither yet are ye Doers of Gods MW 2 

Will ( tothe Witneſs of God in your Conſciences, I ſpeak) thereforein MW 2 

vain do you fay, Lord, Lord; and he will not hold them Guiltleſs that MW n 

take his name in Vain. Your Garment is not of the Pure White Lin» WF y 

nen, which is the Saints Righteouſneſs; but Linnen and Woollen is MW 6 

your Covering, a thing forbidden by Gods Law, Your Field is noi WW d 

ſowen with the one Heavenly kind of Grain (the Good Wheat) WW y 

another Seed have you mingled with it, and the mixture is ſo great, 

S 
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that the Bad'hath almoſt choaked and covered the Good in you: If you 
will work you muſt into Gods Vineyard, and be exceeding Diligent 
and Laborious (in Spirit) in plucking up theWeeds by the Roots in yqu; 
the Light of Chriſt in your Conſcience waiting init will give thee Un- 
derſtanding: Fut Wo will be to them who call the Light Darkneſs, 
and put Darkneſs for Light; and ſo ſuffer the Good in them to wither, 
and nouriſh the Bad Part in them ( which is like the Grave, that never 
hath enovgh ) but is always learning at Man without, and not at Chrit ſh v 
within, and Miniſtring from the outward Dead Spirit of the World,, | 
and rot from the meaſure of the Living Spizit of Chriſt; and ſo not ta- i 
king heed to the Word of Faith, which is nigh in the Heart (the I & 
| Word of Chriſt which is Spirit and Life ) they never get Viſtory over 
their <in, as is manifeit, but go laden, Teacher and Hearer, all their- 
Life long, with divers Sins and Luſts, as was-ſaid before, So Wa to: | 
the ſelfiih Workers, who ſpeak their ewn words, and thigk their 


Own. 
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hour and Burdens: The outward Day, the firft Day-of the Week 
pr Þ ſhall not Cover *you ; nor: be a Sabbath! to you, but in the breach 
or B of Gods Holy and Everlaſting Spiritual Sabbath of Reſt, you be 

ing found, you mult bear his Judgment. Behold, all ye tha 'kin- 
io  Jle a Fire this Day, and that compaſs about your ſelves with 
h | Sparks, walk in the Light of your Fire, and in'the Sparks that 
ld = ye have kindled; yet know, that your reward from the Lords 
f BW Hand, is to lie down. in Sorrow. I tay, all you who feed*ujoa, 
\ MW and whoſe Faith ſtands in, the wiſdom of Vain Mans words, rai- 
be W fed up in the ſubtility to pleaſe the itching Ear, and not in the 
un W power of God, which waſheth the inſide; a Day of <cittering 
s, W cometh upon you, it-cometh, and a grievious Whirl-wicd from 
at W the Lord; and the Plealant Breaſts of 2yſtery Babylon , which you 

f much delizht in, ſhall be dried up; for the Lord hath rejeCt- 
s, WM &d your C-1fiderce, becauſe you have rejected his Good Word and 
re WW Cuunſel,, and choſen your own Deluſion, and evil entreated kis 
I. Servants, whom be ſent, riſing up early, and ſending thim time 
Js sfrer time, to warn you to ccme ont of all your Dead Forms, 
n 2nd Dead Faith, into the Living Virtue and Power of his eter- 
t WF nil Spiric of Troth, to Worſhip him there, and to know it in 
» WW you; but you would Rot; ticrefore- the Lord will yet do thit 
is W Great Work and Wonder amongſt you; he will confound the Wiſ- 
3 & dow of your Wiſe, and bring to nought the underſtanding of 
xt W your Prudent Men, and they ſhall: be as Women, weak and feeble; 
, W the Mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it; and the Songs of your 
on. & Temple ſhall be Howlings in that Day, becauſe of the Vine of 
t WW Sodom, that will bear no' more Grapesz but fb many as have druak 
; MW of the Wine of her Fornication, muſt Drink of the Cup of God's 
- MW Wrath. And all you who talk. of your Faith and ſuffering Cor- 
, dition, and yet Live in your Sin, you know not what Spirit you 
+ = fre of; for the fame mind, thar you think to ſuffer in, is it which by 
r © Transgreſſion grieves the Spirit of God, and ftands againſt the ſetting 
t FF vpof his Kingdom in your ſelves, and the Teſtimony thereof in his re- 
,. | deemed Ones this Day: And fo, if you could give your Bodies to be 


ft you nothing atall. Wherefore come out from amongſt them, all 
jou that would be happy, and touch no unclean thing, but give your 
:Hearts to the Lord, to know his Light in you, to teach you; and he 
Will receive you, and hide you from the Wrath that js to come upon 
AF that are not in him, as ſaith his Spirit in his Servanc. | 

} [ +#* x 236% 2] | Tis 


burnt, in this your Unſaved and UnſanQtified Condition, it would pro- 


own thoughts on this the Holy Sabbath' Day of the Lord God, 1070 
wherein he hath given his People'reft from all their weary La> -v > 


wy 


. & : 
Vas > 
bd 


= 3+ 


þ 
_ lg—_ 


2 


—_ 


” n D oy EE * 2 ” ' þ7 _ 5 Sg N ora « D 
ro. a4 i ST ME; SG Ga - 1 $e vat ING a” >” L cs 5 lf + IE x 7% 
F | 2 
= TR —__— 4 E > att _ a> xo FIFAT 4 + FRY . 
—_ _ 
| of | 7 | p 
A e to Bro . 


1670 
pos 


This is a Meſſage of Trath to all you in and about Stafford , and thoſe of 
Like Spirit with you elſwhere, who go under the Name of Presbyterians, Tea- 
chers and Hearers, to Read and Ponder in the cool mind, that you may know 
what the Lords Mind is concerning you in tha his day, wherein he is manifeſt 
with bis Fan in bis Hand, topurge the Floor, that he may gather to himſelf the 
good Wheat, and burn up the Chaff: For we knowing the Terrors of the Lord, 
perſwaile you, and all People, in Love to your Souls, to take heed of dalhing 
with God, who is a conſuming Fire, for his Fudgments are manifeſt, and why 
can ſtand before bis Wrath? O be not Proud, left your bands be made ſtrong, 
but be Meck aud Lowly, and Gentle in Heart, to Learn of him that is ſo, that 
you may find reſt far your Souls; for there is no Peace to the Wickgd, ſaith ny 
God the true God, that made Heaven and Earth, whoſe Wrath from Heaven 
is perfett, revealed agaiuft all Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of Men (withe 

out reſpeBt of Perſons or Profeſſions ) who bold the Truth in any manner of Uns 
righteouſneſs, So be it. | 


Inthe 2d Month, 1670. 
Thomas Taykr. 


_— 


vw EEP thou Ezg/azd, Houl, Houl ye People ; for the 
Dreadful Day of the Lord God is at Hand, it is at 
the Door, as an Armed Man, coming ſwiftly upon you, to 
break down and tread under feet thy Pomp, Glory, and 
Strength. | 

Thou haſt exceeded in thy Sins, and art grown Monſtrous 
in thine Iniquities; fo the Lord will be exceeding Terrible vn- 
to thee. Thou haſt ſuffered the Wicked in thee to have Li- 
berty, and to take their fill of Sin, when the Voice of the 
Righteous cannot be endured in thee; but he that departs 
from Iniquity, ard would perſwade others ſo to do, is even 
made a Prey of by Ungodly and Unreafonable Men ; their Boe 
dies Imprifoned and Banifhed, and Eſtates ſpoiled, and many 
Injuries done them for Gods Name and Truths Sake. And 
therefore will the Lord God ariſe to take Vengeance for theſe 
things ; Yea, his Soul will certainly be avenged on ſuch a Nat 
en as this, faith his Spirit in his Servant, if they do not repent and. Þ 
: amend. G ; 8: 
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" A ND' moreover , becauſs you have ſaid in your Hearts, 
| We have compaſſed them about with an AA, and none -v 


all Worfhip God but as we pleaſe : Therefore will the Lord, 
the mighty God, compaſs you about yith his Terrors, and-you 
ſhall find no place to hide your ſelves i from his Wrath, becauſe 


' of the Pride of your Hearts, and Evil of your —_ Oallye 


People of the Land ( faith the Lord God ) who aregu 
things. ep 


ty of theſe 
Thomas T aylor. 


us. __ 
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H E Lord,even the Lord God, of infinite, endlefs, Glorious 
Power and 'Truth, plead our Cauſe, our Innocent Cauſe, 
apainſt you the Rulers of this Nation, and of all the World, who 
hate us, and Perſecute us without a cauſe. The Lord hath raif- 
ed us up.in Righteouſneſs, ever Praiſed be his Name, to bear our 
Teſtimony for God and his Chriſt, againſt all the Ways and 
FalſeWorſhips of Fallen Man; and therefore it is that ſuch as are 
in the fall, through the Ignorance and Evil that isin them, num- 
ber us with the ay vhs, a and account all manner of Puniſh- 
ments and Grievances too little for us; Yea, Baniſhment, Im- 
priſonment , Spoiling of our Goods, and Death it ſelf is Judged 
not les than we deſerve: So the Scriptures fulfilled, fee John16. 
2,3. And all this for no manner of Evil at all, but meerly be- 
cauſe we cannot ceaſe to Worſhip and Serve the Living and 
True God, our Father, as he hath taught us, and doth teach all 
that come to him: For our Worſhip to God is pure in Spirit and 
Truth: And this is the True, Standing, and eſtabliſhed Wor=- 


- ſhip for evermore; and God is now Mightily ſeeking ſuch to 


Worfhip him. And fo the Lord, the Ever-bleſſed and True. 
God, Plead our Holy Cauſe againſt you, who hate us without a 
Caute. We have laid before you the Truth and Righteouſnefs of 
our Cauſe, and our Good-will to all men, and how ir.js not in our 


FF Hearts and Hands in the leaſt to injure you, or any ; Þut to this 


Day 
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1670 Day you will.not hear, but ſtop your Ears to our Innocent Cries, 


vYY and therefore'to the Lord God of Heaven and Earth do we call, 


and before him whois KING of Kings,and LORD of Lords, and 
RULER of Rulers, and JUDGE of Judges, do we lay our Inno- 
cent Cauſe. " | | ' 
Q that you had known at leaſt .in this your Day, .the things 
_ of your Peace ! but-you will not, and therefore how-can ye ex- 
leſs than a Forlaking and Caſting-off by the Lord, as the 
People of Old ( called 1/rae/) found, who would not hear the 
Voice of the Lord and his Servants, Crying and Calling unto 
them in thoſe Days: Read the Propheſic of Hoſea, Ho/. 1. 6, 8, g, 
and ſee what 'Lo-rahamah and Lo-ammi ſignifie, and humble 
your ſelves greatly before the Lord; for afſuredly great Wrath 
15 gone out from the preſence of the Eternal Voatty of Hea- 
venand Earth againſt you; and nothing can ſtay it,but your ceaſ- 
ing from Perſecuting the Bleſſed Truth of Ged, ,which we, the 
People of God, . in Scorn called Quakers, do. Love, and Live in. 
It as 1o. 0 


\ Thomas Ta ;ylor, 


Something | 
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- cailed Hars or Caps is not” ſnaterial * And that it is riot putting off the < 4 


and Nay. ; 


” 0 bid his People co ſpeak more words as'need is in his Fear, but he in- 
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Something, a it cameto mind, of what paſſed 
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"E- being. called'to the Bar, hee! came up " the Dread Food Fear of 
God, and in the Loveof Juſtice; with our uſual Garments: 0n- 
Fudge. And the Judge: agked vs, If we knew whReNg we were? Th 
whom it was Anſwered,” | 
Anſ. Yea, we ltand in the Preſence of the Lord God of Heaven aol 
Earth; vefare whom all are. 
Fudze. Then he bid Fine us Forty Shillings a-piece, for keeping on 
our Bats; and then cauſed our Ffats'to be taken off 
Anſ. To whom. it was Anſwered, That ſome of the Mencalled Ja- | 
ſtices, now in Authority, bad been heard to” Condemn'Oliver Tongs 
for fuch athing.' '- - vw} 
Hete the Jucige ſpoke ſomething of Oliver. 
 Anſe But where is it read in Scripture, that the Apoſtles ſoffered for 
keeping on their Hats. Te which the Judge replied, They had no 
Hats: And ſo proceeded to other things. : 
But here hy the way all may take notice, that the Scripture ſpeaks of 
Hats in Dar. 3. 21. which was long before the Apoſtles time; and ſure» _ 
ly the Apoſtles had ſomerhj g to cover their Heads: withal ; whether 


Hat, but putting away deceit-from the Heart, that Honours God's 
Autho! ty, 

Now as concerning the Oath, the Judge a:ked, If we "would take Is ? 
We Anſwered, Chriſt tapght us not to Swear, but ſaid; Lee Jour Yea, 
be Yea, and your Nay, Nay, for wh.tſoever is more cometh of | 
Then {aid the Judge, : You have ſpoken many "ores wie rand Yea - 


To which was Anſwered, That” $ not it; for the Ltd doth- -not for- 
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i A Sands plainly Jainly this, That whew- we affirm a thing, we ſhould affirm it 
| WS in the Truth, and what we deny, to deny it alſo in the Truth, and 
both without an Oath : For though under the Law, where Strife. Was, 
there wasalſo Oaths, yet now Chriſt DiNers come"to+make an end of 
Orcife; he ends Oaths alto, and-the: gecuſion of them. 
Fudge. ,Then you muſt be 't 6 Expounders.. 
' Af. Not we, but the $pirich bod dall teu 5: 

Saith the Judge,- But we read that God Sworez but where is it read 
that the Devil Swore? - + 

To which 'was Anſwered by oneof ns yea, the Devil both did, and 
_— alſo doth Swear,” inthe Months of all wicked Men; and. that fallly 
A 

Then here-about the Oath of Allegiance was read. 

And it being read, one of us Anſwered whoſe Name was T.T, It 
ſcems this Oath-was made againſt them called Yapiſts. And as: for, Po- 
pery, I do here declare asin, the Preſence: of the Lord againſt ity agd 

© their; wicked Tenents, ſuch-as there is mentioned., And for our good 
Deſires for the King, and all Men, is in like ſincerity alſo now ac- 
knowledged, 

This is, as it were, the ſubſtance of the Oath, ſaid the Judge : 
'Then ſaid h Let that ſerve. : 

Fudge. But why will you not. Swear I 

- Anſ;, Becaule my Yea, 18 Yea; and my Nay, is Nay, without Swear- 
ing. And I do-not deny to: Swear' in Contempt of Authority, bur in 
Conſcience to God. And ſoall People may fee that if I ſuffer for this, - 

' it is not for ſubſtance, but circumſtance, or ſo. 

Tuage. But how \ball we 'Fry Matters of Difference without Sycar- 
in 4 oe 

oF. By Faithfol Witneſſes, without Swcaring- 

Fuage. Butrwhat if they witneſs falſe ? 

A.f. The fame may be ſaid concerning Swearing: For you do not 
know by a Man's meer words, without, further Trial, niore when he 
Swears falily or truly, than when he ſpeaks. falſly or truly. . And fo if 
ye had the ſame Law againſt Falſe Witneſſes, as is againlt Falſe Swear- 
ers, -it weuld be all one. 

Fud e, But wehavenot fuch a Law. 

Anſ. But you may have, . | 

And here all People conſider, what the Law of God amongſt the Zers 
that were under the Law, in ſuch Caſes as this, was ſee Det. 19.16. 
to the end: The words are theſe, If a Falſe Wimeſs ariſe up againſt 
any Man, to teftifie agdinſt him that which '3s wrong, then buth the Men, be- 
regen wham the Controver ſie ts, et wy before ; Lord, before the wh, 
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(who were. Ty £5 of Chriſt to tome) and the Tudges which ſhall be in \ 662 
thoſe days. | And the Tndges ſhall make diligent Inquiſition, and behold if the gag + 


Wiineſs be a Fhlſe Witneſs, and bath teſtified falfly againſ® his Brother," 
rben ſhall be do unto bim, as he had thought to have done unto his Brother, B&,5 
. If ſuch athing as this were minded, Would not this keep the Wickew 


in awe? 

| Fudge. Reach him the Book. 

- Anſ. What Book is it ? 1s it not the Scripture? Yea, ſaid the Officer. 
Then ſaid I, That Book witneſſes againſt Swearing now to Chriſtians. 


Fudge and Officers. You muſt lay your Hand upon the Book and. 


* kiſs It. ; 


An{. t muſt lay my Hand upon my Heart when I ſpeak Truth, as I 


do now. And the Lord faith not that we ſhould kiſs a Book, but X/5 
the Son leſt he be angry. ' See Pſalm 2. lalt. | | 


Now as concerning Meetings. | 
The Judge charged vs with meeting contrary to Law. 


We anſwered, Not contrary to the Law of God, And the Apoſtles 
_ and Saiats did meet {cparate trom the reſt of the People. : 


Tadge, What are none the” People of God but of your Gang ? And'' 


ſaid ſometbing. of thoſe formerly called the Godly Party. 

Anſ. We are manifcſt to that of God in all, to be ſach as fear God ; 
and ſo let ns not ſuffer for the Name, until you- can prove ſome Evil 
by us. I 
9o% The Judge ſpok# of our coming to that called their Church, 
a Stceple- houſe. | = | | 

a And we wiſhed him to prove there by Scripture, where Chri- 
ſtians were limited, either to that, or to any place whatſoever. Which 
he could not do. And then faid I, It's read in Scripture, That. Men: 


ſhould lift up Holy Hands to God 1A every place, without Wrath and: 


Doubting. 631 | 
But for ſuch paſſages as theſe the Judge was at length troubled, and 
though he had been moderate a good while, yes ke wanted all Patience; 
and ſo thought to proceed againlt me by the Att of Prenfunire; yet for 
a little ſace he was ſeemingly willing again to proceed with me as with 
the reſt upon the new Act; 2nd ſothey cauſed it to be read, which be- 
 ingdone, I was made to ſay ſomething to this purpoſe, ro wit, /7 ſcem:s 
then that your Intentionsare to get us from among ft you, and if it ſbowld be fo, 
that the Righteous were taken 7 At you, would not God's Tudgments fall upon 


the Land? And then the Judge threw vp all as it were, and ſpoke in- 


| .._- anger to the Grand Jury to'draw a Bill of Indiftment againſt me; _ 
. bo | - 
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434 -.-Pzoceedings againſt '1 homas Taylor at Statford, i & = 
1662 ſol was as it were ſeparate from wy Brethren, #nd ſet a-parc for the 
t> greateſt Sufferings, and that as is ſaid for nothing but declaring Truth; 


]nd keeping m5 Conſcience pure to God, and fol was put by for that 
Time. | | 


&r Again, 1 was called certain hours after up to the Bar again, and then 


was that wicked thing, called ar Indi nent, framed and brought in _- 
againft me :. O what unchriſtian and unſavoury things was it fraughr 
witl}, ks through. had wickedly and contemptnouſſy denicd to take 
that Oath called Allegiance, which was mace againſt Papiſts and Gun- 
por der Plotters ; When as the Lord knows I denied-only to Swetr in 
Obedicnce to Chriſt, who ſaith, Swear nor at all; 'and fo to keep my 
Eonſcience puxe to God ia the thing I denied to Swear, and neither in 
fayour of Popefy, nor in*oppoſition to the King, as I had declared . 
before from the Truth of my Heart, and the Judge himſelf was once 
made to z:cknowledge it, as is ſaid before, yet becauſe I could not lay 
my Hand on a Book and kiſs it, and fo commit ldolatry, and becauſe 1 
could net ſay I Swear, I Swear, or ſo, they proceeded to bring in Ser- 
ſen-e againſt me, as if 1 hid been the greateſt Offender in this caſe that 
might be; even to Confiſcatian of all in the outward Workd called 
Mine, whether Lands, Leaſes, Goods, Chattels and Liberty, though in 


| thefight of God, and that juſt and righteous reaſonable Principle of | 


- God in eyery Man I ſtand clear, which is my Joy. 


Yet before they proceeded to give Sentence, they would make a ſhew 
of Legal Proceeding, but it wasonly to deceive themſetves witha!), for 


-all others ſaw them. 


Aud ſo after they had read that wickedgInſtrument called an In- 
diftwent, ſome words paſſed from me in the dread of the Lord ; as 
firſt, 1 declared my Innocenrcy there, as to the thing charged vpor me, 


| In the fight of the Lord God and all Men ; and ſo warned the Judge to 


take heed what he did againſt an Innocent Man, for. with the ſame mea- 
ſure was meaſured to others, God would meaſure to all Men again. 
And fo ſpeaking again ſomething concerning Swearing, the Judge taid, 

Judge.) Bat-what if a Thiet-ſhould reb yon, and deny it, would you 


take his word ? | 


Azoſ. 1 vould: take his Word as ſoon as his Oath; for a Thief's 
Word azd Oat} are both alike ? | 

Fudze. But you go up and down Seducing the People. 

Anſ, No, I Seduce none, but deſires that all may be Srved; anddo 


_ endeavour, wherein I may, to kelp.all People out of Darkneſs into 


&ight; ard fo from under Sztan's Power to God. And' the Apoſtles 
did not Evil, in going up and down upon ſo good an Accounc. | 


Fudge. But how ſhould we know that you are an Apoſtle ? 
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Anſ. What I ad by my Froits may be known. 

Fndge. But ptove your {elf to us to'be an Apoſtle, | 

Anſ. Tf the Trnth which I declare, and my innocent Life, will not 
ſatisfie concerning what Tam, 1 muſt reſt ſatisfied in Goi's Wall; and 
what you know not, or cannot believe nowv, God may reveal it to you : 


So be not haſty in doing any thing againſt me. But the Apoſtle Pauly, 


himſelf, could not ſo prove. himſelf, a# to (atisfie all of his Apoſtles 
ſhip, for ſaith he to ſome, Though 1 be not an Apoſtle to others, yet I am 
t0 Joh.” © 

wy But is Chriſt in none but you ? 

Anſ. Yea, in thee allo, except thou be a Reprobate. 

- Fazge.. But you fee hereis a Law. 

An/. Burt it's not ſafe for any to at by a Law, unleſs it be according. 
toGod : For thoſe in Queen Aary*s time, that burn'd People about. 
things called Religion, did it by Pretence of a Law, or under Colour of” 
a Law orſo; yet it isnow held (as it was indeed) by all Proteſftats, 
to be an unjuſt thing they did. NN ox 

Tadoe. Bit you have been in Priſon before; now. 

Arſ. Yea, for Truths fake. | | | | 

Here it may be obſerved, how this Judge, being a meer Stranger to 
me, could know this; for immediate Revelation of God he pretends 
not to: Then how came he by this Knowledge, but even by the 
Whiſperings of the Enemies of Truth, and of my Soul, who were nor 
far off, cor wanting to whiſper any thing into his Ear, that might help 
on the Matter againft the Innocent. | 

Fudge, But, how many Priſons have you been in ? This obſerve he 
ask'd remptingly. | Ho. 

- Anſ. 1n ſeveral for the Truths ſake. 
Junage, But why, will you not 'tell me? Do you not ſay your Yea is 


| Yea, and your Nay, Nay, or ſo? _ 


Anſ. Yea, my Yeais Yea, and my Nay is Nay, when'I ſpeak; butT - 
am not boiind by the Lord; to fpeak at every Man's Will: © — 

Then he r<abouts the Judge proceeded towards the end, and thtugh I 
had declared my:Innacency in the thing before, yet lie asked according 
to their Cuſtom, Guilty or Not Guilty. a ET 

Anſ. Here I be'ngkept filent for a time, waiting,in'the Will of Gpd, 
at length theſe,words came to me, and, paſlid tliropgh we. - * 

He mas'led as a Sheep before the Shearer, and as a Lars auanh before the 
Slaughterer, -and ke orened rot bis mouth. es "COCA 
-* Atwhich;wor.'s, though they in tbe Darkngſ were [omophing trou> 
bled, yet the Judge procegged ang :{id, X Reg 
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” . the loſs of what is called mine in the outwartl World, &c. -But that 


hr rn rn 


Fudge. If you will not anſwer, we will take it, pro enfeſſo, you know 


Here the Simple ray take notice, that to'take a thing pre. confeſſo, is. 


as much a5 to ſay, They take it for granted.  _ 
_ Aru. Then 1 perceiving, in the Light of the Lord, what their pur- 


poſe was, 1 ſaid ſomething to thas purpoſe in the Peace of my Spirit. 

It's manifeſt enough how things are, and ſo you may proceed, . if ir 
feem good to'you, the Lord will reward every Man according to his 
Deeds. | | 

Fudge. But what ſay you to the Jury? &c. 
, An|. It's not like that a Jury, or a Company of Swearing Men, will 
do any thing for me, who am for Chriſt's Command againſt Swearing : 
Fer 1 cou!d wiſh that they, and-all Meo, would ſpeak Truth without . 
Swearing, | 

Here | was put away from the Bar for that time alſo. | | 

The next day being called up to the Bar, amongſt Felons, Thieves. 
and Murtherers, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, the Judge pre- 
pared to give Sentence againſt the Servants of God,called by the World 
Onakers ;, we being four in number, now brought together, though 
ſeparate for a time : And he cauſed me to be firſt called up and ſpoken 
to, as being all along accounted the greateſt Offender, becauſe God. 
had pleaſed to make uſe of me in his Service, more than of ſome 
others. | | 
Fudge. He, to wit, the Judge, asked me, If I had conſidered. of 
things. 32202 Me : pt 

Aol Yea, and it's my daily Work in Chriſt, to keep my Conſcience 
Pure to God: And [ perceive what is purpoſed by you, it I yield, not 
to Man's Wil), contrary to that in my Conſcience in this thing, even 


Law was made againſt Papiſts, &c.. . 

Fudge. But not only againſt them. And ſo caukd that Stat. 7 Fc. 
tO be read.. | : 

Anſ. But I look at the words of the Oath, and it appears plainly it 
was made agginft them. Yet Ido not hear that it is executed againſt 
any of them now, though they be the Parties thereby intended. 

Fudge. You may be Jeſvuitical or ſo. es 

An, Concerning Popery, I have truly. declared againſt it before, 
and | have it under their own hand, that we, called Qnakers, ars ac- 
counted by them their worſt Adverſeries. And I have alſo. by me to 
ſhew, -in ſerenteen main Particulars, wherein ye are made by the Truth 
to oppoke them in their Way or Religion. | | 
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= And fo] Gay; - what.thou doſt againſt me conlider, and fear the Eord 
xd, :for if thou be..a means-of taking: that from. me which "my Wifewww | 


anil Children ſhoyld outwardly live on, and put itinto the King#Tred- 
res, it. will not be.a Blefling there, buta-Gurſe, for I openly declare, 
that if | Suffer now upon; this arcanat; 07.10; it isfor the Traths* ſake. 
And ſo do what thou doſt in the fear of the Lord. 
Fate. Here he faid faintly, I hope I do, and 1 am loath to do it. 
Anſ. Mind that which makes thee loath to do ir, and it will never 
ſuſfer- thee-to-6o-1r. — CR If PT Rd | 
Yet notwithſtanding this he broke. through all, and-gave: Sentence 
againſt;theJonogent,3 and ſo fifiediup his meaſlire; adjadging-me to. the 
loſs 6f outward Eſtate, Liberty or. ſo,. and all this, as is ſaid, meerly 
for Truths ſake. Then it came through me; The Lord gives, and the 
Lord takes away, Bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. 1 2 
- Then being, ſpoken ;unto-to-g0away: fromthe Bur, 'as 1 -was'goiwy 
down, it Wes freſh. in mcg. as from the Lord:God,-t0-exhort them. on 
the ;Bench, &c., to Repentance;' and: to/'take heed"of fuch Doings: as 
theſe, wy which, and the like, a great Cloud of Judgments hang over 
the Land. mw | 
And: fo ſtaying among{ therreſt of the. Priſoners; till they were all 
diſmilled and ſending away, .ic wasFhrther. upon 'me from the: Lord, in 
the Peace of my. Spixit, : and -pitty to their-/Souls, to look uponthe great 


Multitnde of People there preſent,/.2nd:to ſp:ak'to'them, 'to mind the- 


Fear of the Lord God, and'the Day of their Viſitation, 'and to'turn'ts 


the Lord whilſt they had-time, /or fo. - And for this Work of the-Lord; 


the Judge, and, ſome; other. great:ones there, wereall ſo'troubled'; and 
1o 1 was commanded-and carrigd-away; -and' down.ourvf'theHall inft 

the Street towards the Goal::;And! then-the/Word of 'the Lord aroſe in 
mein .great. Majeſty,. Dread -and-Power, and: went forth amongſt the 
Multitydes of People there, ,and-to all People in the way to' the very 


Goal door, to let all, W 
terrible. Day of the Lorg,/ that is riſen-andarigng,/ahd come td comin 
vpon them, to leave all wichout.Extuſe::i [And to-letthoſedlfo thar'fea 
Gad,. know of the. *Love; of. God to their Souls, ;ARd {fo 1-was re 
ceived. into Pyiſon,! where 1 reſt a Free-man' of the” Lord Jeſus'Chriftz 
Bleed fogervernare: - A [1097 £107 05.300 


#74 ® ** 
SY 4 


nt Dada i 2 4i.; 1-225; {| <*U 21 i139 1 , Qrith ; ; hue 
|{;The other three of my; Brethgon were Fined, two'of rem Five Pounds | 


a-piece, and the other Twenty Shillings, becauſe they ha#Seer- 
ther with ſame orher_ Friends of the Trath at a Meeting, to wait upon 
the Lord, to hear his Voice, and to Pray for the Peacc of Feruſalem ac- 
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138 'Co:the Jury-men of 'Stafforde!/t 00 ©. _ 
Wi 2662 Something might be ſaid alſo of the NakedneF'and Wretrchedneſs of 
Wy + VV their Judges and Proſecutors, in their Proceedings againft them in'this 
— Matteyy butihoping of their Repentance, it may be ler alone here. 
The Fine for not putting off our Hats, mentioned in the beginning, it 
ſeems fell and came tonothing, for wekeard no more of it. © - 


Thomas Taylor. 


To the Jury-men,of Stafford, that brought 
him in Guiley, | 


bo that are: to be: the Jury," to-bring/In''that called the VerdiQ 
;&-/ concerning the.Servant'of the Lord Theme Paytor:; ' I fay, before 
you- cenclnde any: thing, conſider inthe Fear of the Lord God'of Hez- 
ven and Earth what you do: You have heard things 'Debated, and you 
_ may know, and that in your Conſciences will alſo tell you, that 1 am 
not really-Guilty: of the Breath of thit'Law , concerning OO 
called Allegiance :i For it was made 4% you They fee; expreſly againit 
the P2piſts,. who hold; itifeems, ſacti re meine, fee = Krnzs as is 
there expreſſed. ::But you mightior ſhowt# hear; 'that I declared againſt 
them, yea, and my' Declaration was from the Truth of the Heart, the 
- Searcher of Hearts/ knows it ;. *And 1 alfo expreſſed my reatInnocency 
and good Defires toncernigg| the King, and all Ment Infomuch that the 
 Jadge himſcif confelled,ob hadias ters confeſſed to the thing' iy the 
Subſtance... And:f>-yon rhay-ſcey if 1-Suffer, it/is for Formalities, and 
not {or Subſtance.: ;For I' believes that that Cuſtom of Swearing upon, 
and Kiſſing; eBook, was firft icivented'in the Dark Time of Popzry; 
when Mens Minds were»whoRyy as it werey" alienated' from the Life and 
pure Knowledge bf:God, 'andigone into - Iddlatry.: -And fo be..not ye 
guilty of Sinning ngainſt God is this Mitrer * Neither Jet any of yo 
have a hand/inQppreſfiinga Manand his Hoeſe, @Mattand his Family; 
For. if you be wiſe-you: will ſee, that taking that which God hath Jent 
re in this World, forthe Service of my Outward Man-and Farmly, will 
not be a Bleſling in the Kings Treaſures; For it's Righteouſneſs. up- | 
holds he King's: Throne, 'and nothipg/of the contrary. So-refts inthe | 
Will of-God wart; $l1g6-20 SOLE S% +} 19.0 13 Bis gd 405 
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: To King ( harle 
Gn the, Third Day of the Fifth Mouth, i One | 


S. [7 9, 
{62454 


ſand 


Six Hundred Sixty and One, in the Murning, the 


Movings of Ged were in me, to the effect following 
to Write. 


- 


1 &- ND nowg'© Charter Sturt, King in! theſe Minds, whoſe height 
« is grown great, end who'art in'the Heart of a Multitade;" as 'if 
thou wert ſome Deity, vnto thee, and to thy Nobles, thy Courcits, 
thy Parliaments; thy Judges,-and Juſficey,' and all under Officers of thas 
Nature: 'Thy*Biſhops' and Clergy {fo called) and-all Officers and ander 
Officers of that Nature * And to/thy. Captilins of 'Hyrnfteds and Thou- 
ſands, and all nader' Officers 'of 'that' Natnre; unto you all, ſaith the 


-Son of God, who'is King of Kings, znd* Lord' of Lords, and dreadful 


over all, whoſe Eye is as a flame of Fire, who czme not to ſend Peace 
on the curſed 'Earth, but a Sword, and whoſe Sword never returtis 


; empty from the Battle ;- unto you all I-ſay, ſaith the Boly One, the 


Lord Jeſus Chrift, Do not 1 ſee-your ways,” and yt doings, both what you 
bxve-done, and What you do; yea;donot I ſearch and ſee your Hearts a 

Reins; and know what you would do? ' © ! confider, confider; do you 
know that Iam near when you' fit im Conncil; and work all yonr works 
even-your darkeſt Works, and take notice of them, 'and treaſures thtm 
up itt my remetnbrance,' to give to every Man according to his Ways, 
and the fruit of 'his Doirgs? Do not I know that you all in'Words pro- 
feſs me, and call 'me, Lodz Lord, and ſay, I am your Saviour; but 
alas, alas, you will none of me-to Rule in you, and over you; nay, 


may, you ask not Ceunſcl at my Spirit, and ſo arenot for my rec | 
Ns 


what you bring forth. 'Only ſometimes,” when my witneſs is reach 
it you; 4 little-is done by ſome of yon for -my Babes £5 

Goodneſs ſtays nor, +but paſfeth away like the early Dew; and: rien 
your evil Hearts turn back again from-me, and then y6u"fike Counſel 
-one at another how to eſtabliſh your own Kingdom, Wills. Glory; and 
Greatneſs, which is of this: World, and'regard nvt my Honour, my 
Glory, my-People, who fear before me ;\ and with Moſes and* alt m 

Saihfs do: quake and tremble atmy Word) but ſuffers thay tobePrey 


*o many, and lets mine Enemies go free amonz{t 'yon. © Whar ſhall 


F  Drunkards, Swearers, Morrice-Dancers, Stage-players, Gameſters of 
2577 WF" ; SOS all 


/ 


740 To king Charles the Second. 


— 


' x66 x 3lt forts;-and Hypocrites of all forts; have liberty to meet together to 
WY V difhonour my Name, without danger and fear ; and,my Babes only who 
meet together to wait upon me to glorifie my Name, and to edifice one 


up your own Nets on high, and going about to eſtabliſh your awn;Fra- 
ditions. Ay Kirgdom is not of thu World, but that which you ſet up is 


your Inxuities” O 7, conlidery co idery what is lately come topaſscon- 


worſe ? Did I viſit{amangf other things) for the ſeveral Exceſles com- 
mitted about him in the-time of bis Libs and Greatneb,, and. efpecially 
for that at his Death, apdi{Lall .L not. viſit for the ſeveral Exceſs and 
Waltings .of my Greatures-about thee, O Charles Sruarr, in theſe late 
Months, eſpecially abaut thar, of thy: Proclamation and Coronation, 
faith the Lord God? Lay things to Heart. ye forgettul and ſtout-hearted 
Children. What can you ſay that was Evil and Oppreſfve in their.Days, 
and is not as yet .amended-in yours? | the Lord look for. Judgmerr 
-and Righteouſneſs from you :' 1 look that you ſhould make uſfe.of my. 
Power for the encouragement and help of them that love me, and fear 
my Name in the Lands, and not of their Opprefſors : I will call you 
and all Nations quickly to account for all things. I will not be always 
(faith the Lord) as one that fleepeth or winketh. | will ariſe, I will 
come in mine eternal dreadful Power amongſt you, O Sinners and Hy- 
pocrites. in theſe I{linds, and in all the Earth ! I have been long as a 
gentle Lamb, and little oppreſſed Child amongſt you ! 1 will now ariſe! 
-4 will put on Zeal as a Cloak, and will cloth my ſelf with Garments of 
Vengeance, and will roar from my Holy Hill, and will be as a Zyon, - 
and as a fierce Lyoz amonglt you to take. a Prey ! And all your falſe 
Shepherds and pretended Watchmen, with, their falſe Inſtruments ſhall 
not frey me, nor in the leaſt diſznay me, nor deliver the Prey ont of my 
-hands: Neither will I hear their falſe Cry and Prayers, nor regard 
Ny '< their 


- 


To Kiniy Charles 'th# Second. 14? || 
thejr deceirfub Faſtings mo: da them good; who now in@his day of my-166. 1 
Viſcation will note ob my Counſels; bur at naught fet al] my Love, allUFrN. | 
' evil entreat -my-dear Servants who mourri xmongſtthem, andgjggmuch LEN 
tenderneſs. warn: thei to)Repentance.. But 'oh ! oh ye”M 
tall Cedars;; yeRtrongDaks, L will raiſepp s frong Wind alla 00; 
and'your.high-tops iſhall-daſh againft and "ſplit'one another, - an with 
your fall ſhall the greatimultitude-of Brambſe-Buſhes, Briar-Trees; and 
low creeping Shrubs,- who admire and adore your Height and Great= 
neſs, and/tremble:at you, bar not at me, '(faith'the Lord ) ſhall*be 
crulbed downz tegether with: you, -in your 'Fall;. + But3]/cl ſhall'@s 
Yaliantly,vand:your: Fdl} hall be aacRefurreftion) to my” dear Seed'$ 
and I will do Valiantly, faith: the God of the Spiritsof ul Fleſh;*fbr 
al that wait for me, and love mine appearance. For Time is mine 
and Place is minez_ and [will not be limited (faith the LordY and 'm 
Servants ſhall ſerve me, World without End; and that which" hath not 
been ſeen, ſhall be known in the Earth, and Iniquity-ſhall ftop her 
Month+—And tfraefs Liberty frat beprocdtiimed- overall tre" Exrth. 
And all Woly Praiſes by the Lord's Redeemed and Ranſomed ones ſhall I 
be ſounded forth unto his Name forjever, as .4tis by the living in Jerw- 
ſalem at this day z Even*fo tome” Lord Feſur, come quickly, ſaith my 
Spirit. + 1 | 
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- Thus-much the Lord God-'of Heaven'and Earth',Cwbo''d (eres 
nor delighteth not in rhe» Death of Sinntri,” bur rather Thur they" hniyht ark i 
their! Lives and tive Y-was willing $6" hive" the Kiog and 1 /Seryants ts 
know, which might, according'to its date, have come Tooner "to your 
bands,” if- iChad been ſo-ordefed 7 but if it 'yet be ordered to' come; 1 
beſeech you-id the- Bowels of 'Love, as/a Servant af God, nor.to ſlight 
nt, but weigh it well in-che-trye Loye and Light'that Rarcheth alt 
things, and_it'may* be; yet! ſerviceable to*you;” for truly Wrath fray 
the Lord'lis gone outaghinſt you; and how cat} it be turned back it 
by a ſpecty: Repentatice of thoſe Evils for which i is gone forth ;. and 
by calling tn/all ſuch Atts and Decrees as are gone forth, either before 
or lince its Writing ; whereby the: pyre Seed of God, in thefe Ifhands. 
_ exther have been, or may: be imbondaped, and the good Spirit" of Gol 
limited, For-it'is not fit-thit- the 6rd God of Glory ſhould'be ſtinted 
or limited in his Way : For he is a free Spirk, and will not be tyed 
or bound vp.toany outward Form whatſoever, but will have his People 
Wortfhip him in Spirit and Truth, and to be acted forth in the World, 
; in 
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1664: inluth. a formgsche himſelf, by, his HolySpiric pleaſeth £0:order ——_ 


| GC AwwINto. 


>Andthis 45;.was, and ever muſt be'ths order of-the reve Church 

whuiltopi of lively Stones, Ele and +Precious: of | dbrabain's 
for ever, | By a;Servank of: Jeivs Chriſt, 'and/a Well-wither 
wb and\zll: People pon Earth, carneſtly: defiring the Wels 
Gods ir eation; fhitric maybe deliverdd from: the Bondage 
of Cormptien:z pod my;Weapons arc nat Carnalbut Spiritual; Forif 
' myEnemy H: 1 am taught; to-fced him, if he. Thirſt, ro give him 

Drink 5! if the :t9:do )me: any: Evil,:to evercome' his Evil with 
Goadnes, astheLord bath dealt with mes and-ndot: toavcoge my fetf; 
becauſe it belongs ta-the Lord God for ever} who is:worthy of all pure 


Obedience for exermare. 7 3 bo 1 hit vine 
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- * "Againſt Lotteries. 


S it not ſad, O all People ! to ſee ſuch wicked and deceitful Iriventi- 

ons a9 theſe Lotteries ſtill on Foot, and paſſing too and fro in the 
' Land uncentrouled, after all the late Manifeſtati6ns of God's Anger a- 
Inſt the Nation and People thereofj? O ! when will Peo;l: lay God's 
ents. TE and ceaſe, to,Couſen and Deceive ove ;another;! Is 


ins to Jud that they, ſec not.theſe filthy_things called Lotteries, 
ba ne of thei KATE that have come,-ont. of the bottomleſs 
Pit $o. deceivethe Pepple withal, and.fo.to defile the Nations, to the 
pulling. down God's weary Jafiopenty upon.you2;O-all People who-are 
either the Jnventers or, Upholders of them, ſo ceaſe, ceaſe, from all 
ach, finful and ungodly Things, whoſe Foundation is Gpvetonſnefs, the 
retry. Root of all Evil, and ming the fear. of the Lord God, 1ſt the day 


of his. Patience paſs away.from you, and. you be ſhut up-in that woful 
Darkngls, and of Miſery ..for all: your Sins, where is nothing but 


felt of My 
weeping 4nd nailing and, gnaſoing of. Teeth, for evermore. | Refts a Wit: 
rſs poo ares ou eel the Sig of all People, without reſpect 
of Perſons, and Hed fre. 2 who take warning betime, for the Lord . 
y Place | to caſe. him of-all his Adverlities. 
1 CG eden ny ns F Domes Taylor. 
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Sraffurd *, Steffen 'ouby Judgment, liogreth:;notz Sera: 
. tion. ſlumbrech. aojy Hine: daiqujihaboundath, Abd: rant- 
4 yony v6 panitiplies;riely as&þe Sandrof cle Sea 5; yea; :ahdn makes 
*hafte-ro fill up; the (meaſure: of” fhine Ieiquities,, that tiie-indignation, 
'when it cometh, and. hebold it cemeth-fwittly; and-the Wrathiof the 
ietiehty, Fhom ehoy haſt griereds may be ren jullly to:Tome, upon 
thee 11 the Ighr.of a.{O,the miging Pablepce: and daaogsfiilierance of 
'Go@' hath been great towards theep in ſparing 4hoenbithecto 3+ hootlion 
haſt not ar all, anſyergd.the Gogilngſs of | Gol towards tlice;3Athou:art 
'a Stage for all, manner.of Sinand Sinners te att-their Part-avithto/and 
thou a Purtaker: with, the; Ungadly iv-ell tliein Ways andfomuſtithou 
'zuredly, partake with them-of 'thgiv Plagues,} as ſarei.as-ever thou haſt 
*b:en bf one Mind and. Hear iwithe themiia their Soc; Othethardcheart-. . - 
- UtheB'bof thine [atfabjtanss; Shati.cquld i.nevaRepent; nor lay-thirigs 
to” Heart for yod><good, unto this Day, nor ſay within» your ſelves, 
What have we-done.2? though the, Loxdchath-made me a Warner and 4 
a Reprover unto you all, this Fifteen Years, both by Words and Wri- * &@& } 
ting, .in Love, Fruth, and Faithfulneſs, that your Souls might live and 
not dye; ſhewingunto you the Evil of your Doings, that you might 
Repent and turn from them ; but you would not hear, ror amend your 
Lives to this-Day, -but- have. increaſed. .your. Sins--as- the. QId.World, 
whom God deftroyed with Water, and Sodom, whom the Lord conſu- 


wept, becauſe they would not believe : Agd ſo my 
- you 


defore iti be-ro&late;hanible Fout ſelves, : Und repcnt'of | . 
"Ways a6" | ; rey GoWs SouFis-bitrdarfd 
moſdInmifellfof thbſt fra? ſap, Bord, Bord, i 


bot donothtall hutht/by his Spirit rehulires t4he 


beyourPertion frotfithe Lord God; 
his HotyRraſnceo? Life; Except (45% iff, > Tpeecily Repent | 
Ucepeſt water dly Fear, as ſaith his'Spi Fr h1s Servant, þ 
19- Now 0! 7 'O I "2 ; JOY {22 OBI eboV , Wes 20 343 
'n oy 32.5 21:1 mod © ThA9D 20131111 4 2:2 Fhomas Payer. 
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Foz them that Rule in Stafford. DN 


To the'Mayorbf Stafford, 


| now. tothe! gs of: ent wa who: {6- bufeth and" trofbic 
f evithourda Alice Hatwileſs ine 
ings wy the Pepplenf ror ya yt Houſess'3f:He" uld { get. Erle 
Praiſe;with Godand good Men and' Comfort to his owa Soul, Iles him 
Jook into the Streets; and'openplacevof the Town, -and uſe bis we: 
rity, rn Eng and res rig that ot It Wicked 
haminable Debauchery,- and: Heautteniſh (Pract non %FRen fted 
pomeny a; fuck times-#s ;pheſsicalled? Crone, 2.56: ;th rhe eo oy 
Su04/{Andder hirenow ſlendup:Ffor God) Whi rien ved fig burtbened 
with: ſuch things, "if he-would find 'Mercy to his ran Acgpane 
-toGod:mult all give of their Stewardſhip; For wh tafCanon 
_ - one find among the Heathens, | which at ſuch / ttres a eſe - Fall on 
- practiced by. the People of Exglantl;' who'iiWwerdspri Rey 
alas what will fch-2Prateſlion do whore th6 Life 3d Poiler ROY 
þHiaes fe ranting: | (40 2161 0708 D097 11 = 
| ; 2 Arſe Gods wade # = all your Salt, Friend * | 
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Ls Peop le :f What will ye ye ds inthe Day of the Lord, 

when the Juſt _— Hdly God who lives for-Evers;doth.call. you 

20 Account for all yqur doings. De you. judge,.it anKyvail; and: pynifti- 
able by de Lam, fn Q vs, though.noven lo txyly.mpyed of Gait to 
come.amonglt you, when yp. are; at your: Worſhip, to: ſpeakob few 
-words.in Peaceab © manner ; Four gond,| and .yet-can fee.no Evil in 
Jour ſelves, 'to. come in great Companies amongſt ns, the People of 
God, when we zregithered £0 ether: to-worſhin Goy in; bis pwn. free 
Spirit, as hehath taught, us, and:;nor Fd, oe ELa og ————_ 2nd 


pull us hither and chithes, ſome /pne wayz BD SRRthery Without: all 
Fear of God, yea, though you find uson ont Knees praying to God, or 


otherwiſe preachipg the Everlaſting Goſpel? Q how is it tkas you ne- 
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ver ſeriouſly lay theſe things to Heart, and ſmite upon your Thigh in 
Godly Sorrow, ſaying, What have we done ? How have we- Tranſ- 
greſſ.d God's Righteous Law ? How ſhall we ſtand before the Judg- 
ment-ſeac of Jeſus Chrift, where all muſt appear, as well the High as 
the Low ? Doth not Chriſt the Judge ſay, What ſvever ye would that Men 
ſhould do to you, even ſo do ye to them, for this the Law and the Prophets ? 
And therefore never hoaſt of ſucha Law and Religion as is not one with 
the Law and Prophets of Gud; to the Witneſs of God in you all I 
ſpeak, Would ye be done unto your ſelves as you do by us1n the fore- 
ſaid Buſineſs? Nay, nay, welſce by Experience the contrary. And fo 
you think to carry things on with a high Hand, but God is higher than 
all, therefore fear him ; for If you ſtill go on offending againſt God, 
who ſhall plead for you ? O fay not within your ſelves, We have 
Power, and therefore who ſhall queltion us, and controul us:? | fay, 
there is no true Power but of God, and to him you muſt give Account 
for it; and the true Power is far the praiſe and protefting of them 
that do ſo well, as to Worſhip God in his Good Spirit and Truth, as 
Bleſſ:d be the Lord we do; and all our Adverſaries never could, nor 
never can, make it appear to the contrary. And ſo you that are in 
Power, ſee that your Law be laid upon the Lawleſs, and not upon the 
Innocent, leſt their Cry comeup into the Ears of the Lord againſt you, 
and your Power bz taken from you for your Abuſe of it; for the Lord's 
Heart is for the Righteous, and againſt the Evil-doers in all Generati- 
ons, Without reſpect of Perſons : Reſts your SouPs Friend, though for 
my G0d-wi lto you I betoo much hated by you ; but for you I can 
ſ1y, praiſed be the' Lord, Father forgive them, they do not well know 
what they do. | 


Thomas Taylor. 
So be not Proud, for the Lord hath ſpoken, and a Conſumption 


from the Lord will certainly come upon all that will not know God 
nor be ſubject to the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


th 


To the Kings and Rulers. 


Ye Kings and Rulers of the Earth, who profeſs the Name of God 

and Chriſt, ought ye not to Rule for God and Chriſt, to whom 

ye mulb give Account of your Stewardſhip ? And do you got read in 
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_ this Kingdom, is an Heir of this Kingdom. 


the Scripture of Truth, that it4s ſaid, All Power in Heavenand Earth. 
Is given te Chriſt, and he doth what he ſees good in: Heaven and Earth, 
and all his Ways are Righteouſneſs 2nd Holineſs for Ever; and that 
without him ye can do nothing ; ought ye not therefore'to take Counſel 
at his Spirit in all things, and ſo to be very Careful that you do ndthing 
againſt him, nor his Children ; for this Lord Jeſus Chrilt, the Supream 
and Great-Ruler over all, hath a Generation of Juſt Men and Women 


- upon the Earth, who are his Children, and as near and dear to him as 


the Apple of his Eyez and he that offends the leaſt of theſe, offends a- 
gainſt a Member of Chriſt*s Body, and he will Recompence Tribulation 
to ſuchas Trouble them ; and every Knee to him--ſhall bow, for God 


.reſpe&ts no Man's Perſon ; he is higher than Agag ;. and King Saul him- 


felf,. though he be taller by the Head than any Man in ſrarl, muſt 
down if he diſobey God*s Voice z and the Mighty Kingdom from Reb- 
boam muſt be rent, if he take Counfel of the Wicked to. Oppreſs God?s 
Heritage ; and Great Nebuchadnezzar into a Beaſt ſhall be turned, -if he 
grow Provd,and-Rob God of his Honour ; and Overturacd (hall all King- 
doms be, wto Rule not in Righteouſneſs; for the Lord is determined 
that Trath and Righteouſaeſs-ſhall Rule and have Dominion upon the 
Earth, and: nothing elſe, and that Nation and People that will-not 
now {ubmit to Truth's Scepter, ſhall come to nought. And ſeeing the 
Apoſtle ſaith, That ſuch Magiſtrates: as are Ged's Ordinance, are 4. 
Terror to evil Doers, aud a Praiſe to ſuch as do mell: Then whoſe are 
they that do altogether diſcourage the Good, and encourage the Evil? 


_ They: muſt needs be of the Number of thoſe for whom the Lord by his 


Prophet complains of againſt 1ſrael, faying, They have fet up King s, but 
not by me; and Princes, but I knew it ut, Theſe Kings and Princes were 
ſuch as ſet up and carried on Idolatry in thoſe days, and were even 
made glad with the Lyes cf the Falſe Pricſts and Prophets ; For in that 
day, as Troops of Robbers waited for a Man, ſo the Conpany of Prieſts mur- 
rhered in the way by conſent. See Hof, 6.9. And in'the days of thoſe Kings, 


- faith Daniel, ſhall the Lord God of Heaven ſet up 4 Kirgdon, and ut ſhall 


be for ever. And ought not all People, who profeſs Chriſt, and hope to 
bave Benefit and Comfort by his Appearance and Kingdom, to ſ:arch, 
and fee how they may come into Favour With this King, and be Heirs 
of this Kingdom ? For behold I ſhew you a Mylitery, every Subject of 


© Thumas Tay:er. 
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Concerning his being taken Priſoner of ſeyen 


Years Continuance. 


| Homas Taylor, Priſoner of the Lord, who oxeth nothing but Love 
and Good-will to the Creation of God, bath been a Sufferer here 


at Srafford, for no Evil at all, but becanſe in Conſcience to God he 


could not, Swear, above ſeven whole Years, being taken as I was on 
my Journey with my Wife, as I was going into Worceſterſhire to fee a 
Son that we had Apprentice there; and ſo the two Men called Juſtice 
Lays and Juſtice Piercbouſe, being put on' (it ſeems by a wicked "Man) 
came upon me as I was ſtanding without the Door of a Houſe at Tipron- 
Green, where a few Friends and I had been for a little Seaſon waiting 
upon God; and ſo the Meeting being broken up, and [, with the reſt 
of Friends, ready to depart, every one to their place, and | on my 
Journey, as is ſaid, they laid violent hands upon me, and cauſed a Con- 
ſtable to ſearch me, as though | had been ſome dangerous Perſon, when, 


as the Lord knows, | bore no Carnal Weapens fot this four and twenty 


Years ſpace, neither did I Plat or Contrive an Evil to any Man in the 
leaft; but have, as much as in me laid, ſought the Good of all Men in 
Word and Deed. And yet for my Good Will was I thus apprehended, 
as is faid, by the two Men before-named (who fince are both dead) 
and by them forthwith committed to the common Goal at Stafford for 
not Swearing, as is ſaid. And ſo the ſame Spirit that ſo committed 
me, could not be ſatisfied until it had ſeen me run to a Premunire, as 
they call it, for not Swearing ; though the Man called Judge Tirrel, 
who did it, confeſſed before all the Country, 1 ſpoke or confeſſed the 
Subſtance of that Oath, called the Alrgiance, yet premunired me for 
want of kiſſing the Book, or ſaying, I Swcar, I Swear, or ſo, which 
are but light Matters compared with the Subſtance: For I told him and 
the reſt, that Popery I was againſt, but not againſt the King, or good 
Government of this Nation. And therefore as the Lord hath, fo will 
he ever judge Righteouſly betwixt me and my Perſecutors, and bring 
the W heel of his Judgments upon the Wicked, his Enemies. 


Thomas T aylor. 
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IF 


> To the Mayor and Prieſt of Stafford. 


BAT ! Is the Mayor and Prieſt of Stafford both in a dead Sleep, 

that neither Heart, Hand nor Tongue is lefr, either to puniſh 
or repreve open Wickedneſs and Prophaneneſs committed in the open 
Sun amongſt them, though both the Law of God and Man forbid the 
ſame ? What! Are not Players, Bear-wards, and ſuch lewd and wicked 
Perſons going about the Country, and practicing their Wickedneſs as 
this day, not only condemned by the Law of God, the Light in all Con- 
ſciences, according to Holy Scripture, but alſo in expreſs words for- 
bidden and puniſhable, as Rogues and Vagabonds, by the Laivs of Er- 


gland, ſee the Statutes 39 Eliz. 4. & 1 Fac. 7. & 1 Fac. 25. with 3 Car.4. 


And yet for all this no ſtop put to them, but even openly tolerated and 
cried up by the Multitudes of People in open Streets, to the great Diſ- 
honour of God, and Shame both of the Town and Nation, when the 
Servants of the Lord cannot be ſuffered ſo openly to cry Repentance, 
and declare God*s [#dgments againſt them, and the like Abominations 
that are in the World ? And therefore may it not be well ſaid of you, 
aS it was by Feremiah the Prophet of old, Chap. 10-21. The Paſtors 
gre become Bru:iſh, and have 10t ſought the Lord, therefore they ſhall not 
proſper,, and all their Flocks ſhall be ſcattered. And Chap. 11. 9 Avd the 
Lord ſaid unto me, a Ccnſpwacy is found amongſt the Xen of Judah, and 
among the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, they are turnid back te the Iniquities of 
their Forc-fathers which refuſed 10 kear my nords, And 1/atab 59. 14,15. 
Trdgment is turned away backrard, and Juſtice ftandeth afar off, for Truth 
3s fallen inthe Street, and Equity cannot enter: Yea, Truth faileth, and he 
phat departs from Evil, makes himſelf a Prey ; and the Lord ſaw it, and is 
diſpleaſed him that there was no Fudgment. $0 awake and ariſe, and con- 
fider well of things, and repenr, leſt the Lord God come upon you in 


- his fierce Wrath and Judgment, for theſe and all yorr Sins, whereby 


you have diithonoured him and the King, and ſuffered your Neighbours 
to be unhelped, when ic was in the Power of your hand to have done 
$t- And what Chriſtian Heart canendure to.ſee one Creature tear, and 
fpill the Blood, and torment one another, and that for no cauſe, but 
only to ſatisfie the Luſts of ungodly and lewd, vain and cruel Minds of- - 
the Multitude ? Will not God puniſh for theſe things, and his Soul be 
avenged on ſuch a Nation as this, as have even corrupted the Ea th with 
their Abowinations ? He that hath an Ear let him hear and fear. 

| Thomas Taylor. 


Concerning , 


C— 


Concer ning the Fallen Chriſtians. 


LUSH OHeavens! and fear thou Earth ! for the Lord God will 
LJ) certainly bring forth his Judgments, and plead th: Cauſe of his 
Truth, in Vengeance and Righteouſneſs, againſt an Hypocritical Peo- 
ple, and Wicked Generation , ſcattered upon the Earth in ſeveral 
Countries, who call themſclves Chriſtians, and yet none more Con-- 
trary to Chriſt in Heart and Life than they. For they ſtrengthen 
the Hands cf the Wicked in all the World with their lewd Pra- 
Rices, and cauſe the Name of Chriſt to be Blaſphemed by their evil 
Doings: They ſurpaſs the Deeds of the Wicked, and exceed all 
the Heathen that ever went before them, for they Eat and Drink to-- 
the higheſt Exceſs of Gluttony and Drunkenneſs, and Apparel theme 
ſelves to the greateſt Meaſure of Pride and. Vanity that ever , was; 
Their layentions, how to. pleaſe- themſelves, and fatisfie one. ano- 
ther's ungodly Luſt, are innumerable; and the Burden of their Co- 
vetouſneſs, Unreaſonableneſs, Opprellions, Uncleanneſſ:s, Prophane- 
neſs, Snperſtitions, Fooliſhneſs, Sports, Pleaſures, Paſtimes, and Un» 
chriſtian Doings, is too heavy for God long to endure; yea, and 
that which ſerveth to fill up, yea, to make thz Meaſare of their Ini- 
quities to overflow, is their Hatred and Perſecutions of the Righte> 
ous that are amongſt them: And therefore now again doth the Lord 
God fay the ſecond time, Ah! I will eaſe me of mine Adverſaries, and 
be avenged of mine Enemies, aud will cauſe the Arm of my Poner to 
reft upon them, and the Poner of my TJealouſie and Wrath to conſune 
them; until thty know and ackrowledge their nighty Sins, ard be un- 
frigned'y humbled, and repent before me for them: For their Iniquities are 
Grie:04s, and I am meary with fyrbearing , ſaith the Lord of the 
whole Earth, God over all, to. be dreaded for ever, who will ſhiver 
in ſunder the Heatts of the Szubborn Wicked his Enemies, and they 
ſha!l fall, and never riſe again, | 2 
So be it, O glorious Lord God, for the raiſing up of thy own Dear 
Seed ont of the great Captivity, faith my Spirit, ; 


. Thomas Taylor. 
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_____In Exhoxtation to-att 4eople. 


O__ _ 


To.the Vain People'of the W orld. 


"JT 7O-all the vain People of the World, of what fort focver, that go 
4 up and down the Country with their Vain Shews, Tricks, and 
F-oliſh Inventions, to deceive the People for filthy Lucre, 'by drawing 
their Minds from God, A warning from the Lord unto you all, how], 
how!l, the. day of your Captivity, and Scattering, bas Deſolation is at 
hand; the Lord will beterrible.to yon, for you have long grievcd his 
good Spirit, burdened his Sced, and deceived the People; fo that you 
are, grown fat, fu!!, .and moſt carelefs and forgetful of God and all 
Goodneſs ; but the Lord will thin you, and empty you, and judge you 
in his Wrath, as a Company of deceived -and deceiving Men, whoſe 
Minds the God of this World hath blinded, that you ſee not the Go- 
Ip:1 of God, nor the good things thereof, which ſo much concern the 
good of your Immortal Souls, but you have choſen the God of this 
World, that wicked One, who Rules in -all the Children of Diſobedi- 
ence, to be your Gnide and Teacher ; and the Gain of Sin before Good- . 
neſs you have preferred, and chofen to your great hurt; and the Lord 
hath often call-d you to Repentance, but the Cultom of Sin, and the 
filthy Lucre coming thereby, hath fo blinded your Minds, and hardned 
your Hearts, that you have rpt ſer your Hearts to ſeek the Lord un- 


to his Day, but cties, Peace to yonr felves in your Sins, where there 


is no Peace; ſo if things of you that can hear and believe, con- 
ſider, and lay things to Heart, before it be too late, for this is the 
day cf the Viſitation, from a Servant of God, and Lover of your 


Souls, 


Thomas T aylor. 


EI 


An Exhortation to all People. 


Oo People! where is your aſcending with Chriſt, who are not yet 
| ariſen up ont of your earthly and vain Converſation? What be- 
nefit can you have by any thing of Chrift, whilſt you remain Strangers 
to the Life of Chriſt, in the broad way of the World? Are you rot in 
the broad way of the World, whilſt your Lives are wholly faſhioned - 


ar AE. oo ww fa. © 


— To the Teachers and Magiſtrates of Tamworth, 15r 


the courſe of the World ? Your obſerving of a Day, and calling it Holy, 1664 
will do you no good, ſo long as yon abide in your-old wonted Unholi- www 
neſs and Sins. So ſeeing Chriſt is-not only riſtn and aſcended, but alſo 

come again by his bleſſed Spirit (as he promiſed) to gather his Saints 

to himſelf; Ariſe, conſider, ſee where you are, and fear the Lord, and 

repent of all your falſe Ways and Workſhips, leſt.you be eternally ſhut ; 
out of his bleſſed Kingdom, withall Hypocrites,. wha in Words profeſs | 
Chriſt, but in Deeds deny him; reſts a Lover of your Soals, 


Themas T, ajloy. 


wn ——__— 


To the Teachers: and Magiſtrates of © 
Tamworth. -- wr 


Ye Magiſtrates, Teachers, Fathers, and Maſters of the People of © 
this Town of Tamworth! How is It that in all. this. long, Pro-, 

fetlign of Chriſtian Religion, you are not come to a better ſence and 
feeling in your Hearts, than to ſuffer, if not to countenance, this'vain 
and fooliſh Cuſtom of Ringing and Jangling of Bells, and eſpecially in 
your Houſe of Worlhip, to the grief and burdening of the good Spl-. 
rit of God, and the tender Souls of God's People,, who are redeemed 
from ſuch Vanities. O! conſider, confider, how you will give account. 
to God for your Selves and the People, eſpecially the .Young- Men, 
who are ſo greatly Corrupted and kept from God. by ſuch Practices ; 
for they ſeeing you that are Rulers over them, ſuffering of them, if not 
delighted with it, they go on perfwading themſelves that they do no 
Fvil in ſpending their precious Time and:Strength upon ſuch Vanities. 
For it's manifeſt, that all ſuch as are,exerciſed in ſuch Vanities, ſpend» 
ing ſeveral Fours in them; and that 'ſ. often delight in them, andare. 
Lovers of Pleaſures more than Lovers of God, and. ſo no Friends, but E- 
nemies to the Goſpel of Peace; ſo Repent all, and turn to the Lords . 
tender Spirit of Light ard Life, and ſuffer it to have Place and Rule in 
in you, and it will nor, ſuffer you to live in ſuck.things as theſe, which : 
not the true G68, but the*Evil Spirit of this wicked "World hath ſer ; 
up, and keeps up to the Difhotiour of God, arg Blemiſh of the Pro- | 
feſfion you make : Retts a' Lover of your S9uls,. and a Witnels for God 
againſt. all vain Inventions. | 

© Thomas Taylor. - 
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CT —_ To Sinful People. 


A ſinful People! who, in the blindneſs of your Hearts and un- 
belief, are ſcattered upon the face of the whole Earth, from 
God's Way into the ways of Deſtruftion, whoſe Delights is not at all 
in the Law of the Lord, neither are you afraid of the Judgmears of our 
God, the pure and holy One, who Dwellzth in unſpeakable Glory and 
powerful Majeſty, whoſe Voices is uttered amongſt you, and of whoſe 
terrible Jndgments for Sin poured forth upon the Generations of the 
Wicked, from whoſe Loyns you are ſprung, you cannot be wholly Tg- 
norant you are a corrupt Seed, a People in whom the Lord God of 
Heaven can have no deligit; for in the ways of God, which are Holy, 
you delight not, but in your own ways, which are altogether Corrupt, 
you daily defile your ſelves. Hear the Word of the Lord God, ye Re- 
bellious ones, the Day of the Lord's fierce Wrath is nh to come upon 
you, his Soul loaths all your Meetings; yea, your beſt Works are A- 
bomination to him, yeur Prayers and Praiſes of your Temple are Sin; 
your Wecdings Joy and Mirth is brutiſh as your Luſts are from which 
"They proceed; you Buy, and Sell, and Marry, and Meet together to 
Worſhip,and all in the Accurſed Thing, the Nature of the wicked One, 
Which Ci'rifſt came to deſtroy ; and yet you arc not aſhamed to ſay, 
'Did noi Chriſt Inſtitatc our Marriages, and our Religion? Ah fooliſh Peo- 
ple! when will you learn Wiſdom? When ſhall tolly depart from ye? 
When ſhall the pure Voice of God and. his Wiſdom be heard, which 
cries to you for Repentance in the Streets, in your Hearts, and in all 
your Meetings? What will you make of Chriſt? Was he, or is, do 
you judge, ſuch a one al:ogether as your ſelves are ? Does his Spirit 
delight in your Piping<, Dancings, Drinkings, Ramblings, Fooleries, 
unbridled Tongues, vain Religion? ls there any Time now left by 
him for ſach Things ? Nay, verily, ever ſince he ſuffered upon the 
Croſs, and aicended into Glory, the Times of the World's Mirth he 
hath put io an end, and for ever condemned it, and your Glory is no 
More ; neither ſhal ever your ſinful Hands find that any mo.e that 
ſhall h.Ip you; but now you are called into the Croſs of Ciriſt, to 
deny your ſelves, and forſake the Vanities and Wretchedncſſes ye de- 
light.a:id live in; and ye are exhorted to enter in at the ſtrait Gate, 
and fo to follow Chriſt in the Regeneration, and new Life, where the 
Vavities of the World are judged, and put off with its falſe Flatter- 
ing Religion and double Tongue, that would deceive God with the 
Lord, Lord, in the words z when the Heart is after every evil _ 
| a 


” 


To Sinful People. 153 
and the works of the Devil daily brought forth amongſt you to his 1666 | 
Diſhonour. Now you -are again warned to remember it; and now Gwyw 
you have time to Repent in, prize it, leſt the Door be ſhut. | 


Mn — 


And-unto you, O wretched Men! the Teachers of this People, who 
have cauſed them to err þy your Lies, 8nd by your Lightneſs, and by 
your; deſtroying wreſtings..of Scripture,, who; have: received: here of 
+ this: Vain People, and who receive: Honour from: this wretched- Mul- 
ticude, -and they call you Maſters, and you! receive tit; ;and indeed 
their-Maſters you are, and lead them Captive at your Will, after your 
blind DoQArines and Practices to where they are-even' Strangers. with 
you to the Life Food. The, Pjper or Fidler,brings you a couple of 
Carnal People to the Steeple-Houſe, and they come*+ in-to-you to be * 
Wedded, and in a few. deceitfut Wordy you':jointhem togetber for 
filthy Lucre, and ſays, Whom God hath joined together let no Man ſept. * 
rats ; and then you ſend them forth again, with their Train, che 3% 
vain Man the Fidler or Piper, or Waits, who brought them to you, re- 
ceives them again, and goes With them to the place of Feaſting, Dran- 
keaneſs, and Sportings,: where the great God of Heaven/and Earth, and 
Jeſus Chriſt his Son is moſt highly Diſhonoured with old and young all 
the Day and . Night after, it not longer; and thus Luſt begins the 
Match, and Luft carries it on and finiſhes it, and you are all but dead 
Men in God's ſight, with all your doings ; and will you call this a join- 
ing in the Lord, and the Honourable Marriage, O Blaſphemous Men, 
how dare ye ſo/Blaſpheme the glorious Name'sf God, [hall you never 
be judged: for theſe things ; yea, verily, the Lord will require a ſtri& 
Account, for it is now Day time, and you Sin in the Day after Warn- 
ing; and ſo your Sins are the.greater, and the Judgment will: be ac- 
cordingly. And asyou begin with the People, fo you lead them on 
with their corrupt Seed, bringing that alſo into your curſed Cove- 
nant, by ſprinkling with earthly Water, which waſhes away the Sin ; 
but the Lord God is ſeparating ye all to the Sword, and you ſhall be 
a Prey to his Wrath ; and his Servants who now Mourns for you, and 
thus Warns you, ſhall rejoice for ever, eyen ſo Lord Jeſus, Amen and 
Amen. 


Thomas Taylor. 
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To the Children of Men. --- + 


O Ye Children of Men ! doth not the Eye of the Lord God behold 
all your Doings? and doth he not ſee all your ſtudyings, how to 
Atisfie and fulfil the Luſts aud Deſires of: your'own evil Hearts? Is nor 
all your Gamings, Sportings, and-Miſpendings of your precious Time 
known to him? And whien/he beholds your Cock-Pits, your Bowling- 
Allies, your Play-Houſes, and the like places of Vanity, deth not his 
Soul abhor them that fpends the Creation in making and ſetting up 
ſock things, and that lets- forth his Heart in delight after the things 
there praCtiſed: ?: _ Q 

;O; how-is the Lord diſhonoured by ſuch doings ? Did Chriſt come 
into the World: to! hold up ſuch things, or to pull them down ? and 
will you profeſs Chriſt, and keep vp thoſe things which he came to 
deſtroy ?. O bluſh for ſhame, and lay your Hand vpon your Month, 
and never boaſt of your Religion more, until you leave off your Va- 
Ditics: and [njquities:| For, becauſe of- the Evil of your: Doings will 


the Lord plead with you, and all the Children of Vanity; And the 
.Wicked ſhall not be able 80'ſtand before him in this day of his Wrath, 


That is come and coming upon all the Earth, to conſume the Sinners 
out of it, ' For the Lord hath a Controverſie with the whole Earth, 
and by the Fiery Sword of his glorious Mouth will he get himſelf the 
Vittory : And not by. the Sword of either Great or Mcan Men, ſhall 
the Earth be purged from her Droſs, He that hath an Ear ler him 
hear, and repent of the Evil of his Doings. For he that goeth on in 


Sin, after the Admonition of Truth, ſhall not profper, ſaith the Spi- 
rit. 


Thomas Taylor. 
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To the Fencers. 


Ye Fencers and Sword-Players, vain Men ! How will you Fence 
off, or defend your ſelves from the Judgments and Wrath of 
God that is to come upon you for your Sins ! O what a Company 
you gathered together Yeſterday for your own filthy Lucre oy 


XUM "VR 4 


- Meaneſt of the People, to give their Money and ſpend theiv Time," 


plenty in abundance of Drums and Naked Swords may you hear and 


.___..—-..._ __ Igainft Fencers. _._:: x 


the Diſhonour of God, and wounding of all your poor Souls in the x566" 
ſight of God! Q the Wickedneſs of theſe Times, and Evils of theſe KJ" 
Evil Days! And what, O ye People, the Lovers and Beholders of 
theſe Vanities, will you not ſee the Evil of your Doings ? one. 
/Day gather together into that you call your Church, in @ preſence. of 
Worſhipping God, and the very next Day. found aſſembled" together. 
with Drums igto the County Houſe, to ſee the Heatheniſh A&ings- 
of Two vain Men with Naked Swords, which, amongſt. Chriſtians, 
ſhould be put up into their Sheath. What Abomination is this, to 
ſee a Town and a Country gathered together, and that not of the+_ 


to ſee Two vain Men Fight for a Wager, as they pretend, and yer” 
in Hypocrilic too, to get the People's Money, and, eſpecially in rheſe 
hard Times, when many poor Souls have not a Penny to buy them 
Bread withal! Will nat God Judge for theſe things? Will not God's 
Soul be avenged on ſuch a Nation as this ? Yea, ſure-he will, and' 


ſee to your aſtoniſhment: And that in earneſt ro waſte and cut down 
a Proud, Wicked, Gainſaying, and Hypocritical People. * Howl ye 
Prieſts, the Head of all this Vileneſs, who have taught the People to 
be Heathens, and to delight their Hearts in things which God?s Soul 
hateth. Howl ye Magiſtrates, who have born the Sword in vain, 
and have not withſtood. the doipgs of the Wicked, but'have ſuffered 
them to 'a@ their Abowinations in the'chief Places of your Towis, £8 
even before your Judgment- Seats. Howl all ye People, high and lows © 
who are Upholders of, and Delighters in the vain" Inventions and _. ©: 
Heatheniſh Works of all ſerts of Wicked MenSand your Hearts'are þ- 
ſecretly departed from the Living God ; fo that your d-light tis not i 
in any of his Ways. The Lor@'s Controverſie is with: you, and he * 
wilt certainly eaſe himfelf of you, gad all his Adyerſaries, as ſaith his $ 
Spirit, ig his Servant | 3 "1.3 £2 : 


Thomas Tia ylor, 
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[=> Concerning Sprinkling. - 


- &- Conttoyerhe with, you, becauſe of the Evil of your Doings, your 
aatherings together are for the worſe, and not. the better; and 
the Lord can ſmell no Sweet Savour in your Feaſts, becauſe of his Name, 

' Which 1s Holy,” which. you ſo much take in vain at ſuch times as theſe: 
For, when you. tell, of Chriſtning a Child, and Regenerating-it, and 
making it.an Heir of God*s Kingdom, by fuch your Doings, you de- 

-ceiyeyour ſelves and the Infant greatly. And ſo when.in words. you: 

Tem to; give Thanks to God: for doing that which he, neither doth, 

nor never promiſed. to do by, ſuck a means, Do you. not greatly diſ- 
honour him,and-take bis Name in vain? The Apoſtle Peter ſaith, It 5s noe 
the waſhing away of the filch of the Fleſh, but the anſwer of 4 good Conſcience in 
the ReſurrefFion of Feſut, that Savss. But 4 -xeremy can the little 
Child bare at preſent,. who.is ſenſible of no Tach thing? And for your 
ſelves, = own words do daily;bear wirncls againſt you, . to be an Un- 
ſaved People;. for you ſay, Ton da that you. ſhould not do, and l:ave 
wndone what God. command;, aud that there is no Health iu you: And 
this not only in ſuch Doings as this at this time, but alſo in the whole- 
Courſe of. your Lives you make good ; For the Lord, I ſay, that be 
never required this at. your hands,, to wit, To take a little Water, 
and; ſprinkle it on alittle Infants: Face, and then to ſay, that thereby it 


0 It AR Oye Prieſts, and harken O People, for the Lord hath a 


” 
. 


"$8-made « Member of Chriſt, a Child of God, and Inhcritor of. the K irgdom 

" of Haven. And thegScripture no' where ſaith any ſich thing ; and ſo 
=. Jonhave no ground in the Truth for ſuch a thing, nor fox your God- 

py fathers and God-mothers, as you. in your Blindneſs call them, to pro- 

Ms Miſe thar for the Child, which you never did perform. far your ſelves 
to this day, as is manifeſt, for to that of God. in your, Gonſtience 1 
ſheak, When did you forſake the Devil and all bis Works, Pomps and Va- 
nitjes 'of this wicked World, and all the ſinful Luſts and Deſires of your 
'Fl:ſh? Nay, nay, it is moſt manifeſt: in your Lives, as your words: 
before ſet down prove againſt you to be otherwiſe. So. in God's fear 
give over Mocking of God, and deceiving your own Souls, and the 

' Jittle Infants, and turn to the-Lord in Spirit, that he may teach you, 
Ieft his Wrath break forth .upon you, as it did upon the. People of old, 
whowent-0n-in their Sins, and there be.no Remedy.. 


Thomas T «ylor... 
Concerning: 
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Conceming Burying, Ja” Churcing of 
F Women, Oe. 


"AT the: cating Mold pan Corpſe in the Grave, the Fri 
ſhall-ſay: i 9-the-Burigl theſe. words, 
For as much as heh plegſed Mmighty God of. bjs great Mex. 10. take 
wnto himſelf the Saul 'of; our .dear Brother here departed, we therefore Come: 
mit bit Body to the Ground, Earth 10 Earth, Aſhes t0 en Duſt he. 
in ſure and certain boje.of the Reſurretjien to 0 pternal Life,. & by 
And now left any ſhould ſay, they do not here ſay this in | 
cular Application-of theſe, words ta that preſent Dead, in the C x4 
afterwards in the ſame-Burial they ſay, = 
That irhex we ſhall depart this Life, we may reſt in bim, as our hope. # 
this our Brother doth: And that at the wats Reſurrefiion .at the laſt 40s. 
they may be found acceptable in bjs ſight, &C.. 7 


Rn 
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; 18 (her Churching | of Womens. "5 0.68 


| "There: is ; read the 116 Plalr or the 127, inſtead of that which i im. 2:55 
former times was read, wherein, The Sun ſhall not burn thee by day, nor 
the Moon by night. .. © ooo 
| But ſtill to onderſtang,: the Woman, whatever ſhe be, muſt be Ons: 
ideredof the ſame Heart and Squl as David-was when be wrote. ; 
words, whichis very.:often as contrary 3s Light. is from Da neſs, for”. * 
afterwards they ay, without fear, Save this Women thy Servant, and alt 
iwers, which putieth ber truſt jn thee. af 
; And afterwards pretend to give Thanks for the Delivery of tha 
fan (whoever ſhe be) which they call Go(l's Servang, from the 
Peril of Child-birth, &c. ., hh” 

. Then'the Woman. muſt A the accuſtomed. offering,” now ka * 
theſe are.l kpow-not,. but the Prieſt it ſeems-doth : -But why dothey.d 
not enjoyn them the Offerings of Moſes, ſeeing you have. your Patteri* * 

dh. from thence} For in all the New. Teſtamens 1 never read*df a Prieſt: 
SHurching of. Wamens. | 


"In their Weddings they Swear; &c. ſaying, both the- Man and ihe- 
Woman, and that-after they have- promiſed, before all, to live: toge- 
ther-as:Man and: Wife, 'which one would think were ſufficie bs. nets 


_ can: be ſufficient, where Ttuth. is wanting) they. muſt: «Tore = 
| et92 
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$666 thereto I plight thee 
g1s there ſaid; 


yy 
-_ 


© Xe Lord will caſe himſelf of all ſuch Burdens, as theſe Men and | 


> Ag. 
(ts 


Thiags are to his toly Soul; and ever bleſſed pure Spirit. - 


Lao _— ES 


Fhen ſhall they ag ain looſe their "Flands, andthe Man ſhall: give to the Wo- 
man a Ring, laying the ſame upon the Book,, with the accuſtomed Duty to the 
Prieft and Clerk, (O here is the Bulineſs,) (this is that Wheel that car- 
ries all on, to wit, Money ;_and all is for Moneyamong(ſt the Hirelings.) 
Ard the Prieft taking the Ring, ſhall deliver it \unto'the Man, "to put upon the 
fewrth Finger of the Women: left Hand, (what Sorcery is here)' ad the 


_ Man'bolaing the Ring there, -and' taught by the Prieſt (it may well: be 


faid' ſuch a Prieſt as this that's blind, for it's certain God-never taught 
ch:a'thing'as this) ſhall ſay, | 
th this Ring 1 thee Wed, with my Body I ther Worſhip, and with all my 


© Worldly Goods I thee endow. © . 


*-*And this they muſt pretend todo In the Name of the Father, &c. Thus 
taking God's Name continually in Vain in their vain and uncircumciſed 
Viſitation of the Sick. 

'And in this the Pridft of the Pariſh, be he never ſo Notorious a Sin- 
ner himſelf,. yet be muſt ſay coming in, Peace be ro this Houſe ; and 


why, becauſe Chriſt aid. to ſuch as he ſent in the Power of his own 
Spirit, that they, gvinz upon *the Meſſage of the Goſpel, might ſay, 


_.*where they. entred, Pcace be, to this Houſe, or ſo. But really *God will 
'- -*nob be mocked, for what have Hirelings and wicked Men, who abide 
"not in Chriſt's DoArine, to do with Peace. What, b:cauſe Par, by 
' the Power of 7e/«, caſt out Devils out of People, muſt therefore the 


Exorciſts, the Sons of Seva, though he was chief of the Prieſts, do ſo ? 


'Nay, . but muſt be given to know, through Judgment, their bold Pre- 


ſumption, ſee As 19. 13,&e.”. And here myſt the Sick Man, though 
never ſo bad, be prayed for thus,. MIHIVWE-C20 Ct 140 C954 1m 
. O Lord Save thy Seruant which putteth his Truft in thee, Ge, - _ 

. But what, O bold Pricft, if the Lord ſhould even then call thee to 
Judgment, and ſay to thee, How doſt thou know he is my Servant, and 
putteth hisT1 uſt io me? What ſigns of this hath he given in his Life 
and Canvcrfiation, or ncethou came in, for the Tree is known by his 
Fruits? Wouid not the Piielt be lruck Dumb? Vea; as futely'2s ever 
the Mag was, whodared-to come'to the Wedding without a Wedding- 
Gartnent. * © Fett Rog er Drs POST 

--O' what dawbing with untempered Mortar is-in all .heir Doings! 
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| he ſo: Then {ce-in.the Book how-that-came'@bqui, yen by their 'own 
means; for tbe Book faith,)-Tharvafter the Prieſt* hath*asked *the Sick 


'Party,. whether he believethoſe Atticles of the Creed; that the* Sick 
Perſon ſhall anſwer; Al this” 7 Rrdfeſt'y beljeve.' Then it ſeems 'he muſt 
ſay ſo right or 'wrong.  O theſe. Men' made Ferims and' Cuſtoms of 
Praying, Confeſlings and Profeſſions, what Havock they” have made in. 

orld. ' Andafterwards it's:ſo, thatif the Party feel himſelf bar-. 


.the 4t 
dened with Sin, and confeſs ir,-and idefire 'Abſolution, the Ptieſt* ſhall 
' Abſolve him in theſe words, T2 a ACTB DIDSIE S830 

Our Lord Feſu Chriſt, who hath left Porter in his* Church to Abſolve all 
Sinners who truly repent ung belitoe 1# bim, of bit great Mercy forgive thee 
thine Offences.,, And by bis Amhority committed 4b*ne," I Abfolve thee from 
a'l thy Sins, In the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt. Beebe. 


And yet in the next words, called the Calle&, Pray for the Forgives | 


neſs of bis Sing, as though nothing were done, as indeed there is not. 
O Confulion! 
The laſt thing in the old Service, is the Commination, or Denouncing 


of God's Judgments againſt Sinners, to be uſed on the firſt day of Lentz -* 


> Wi 


or at other times as the Ordinary ſhall appoinr, | 
RES.-97 _ , p c "3 *x1 f m if 4 (* Fn 


BY 


A Teſtimony againſt Bull and:Bear-Baiting, 


Ye Mipiſtrates of Sraffird, my Heart was grieved for ye and 

your Town, to ſee and hear Bulls and Bears led about your 
Streets with a Drum, and a multitude of People, in order to more 
Vanity and Wickedaeſs, and that at ſuch a time as this, wherein you 
pretend to. be more Servants: of God than ordinary, by your Commu« 
picating together in your Eating and Drinking the Signs of Chriſt's 
Body.and Blood : But alas for you! What will all this avail you, 1o. 
;long as Bull and Bear-baitings -are tolerated amongſt you, with ſuch 
full Allowance as this, to the Grief of God's Spirit, which abhors all. 
fuch Cruel Sports and Heatheniſh Cuſtoms ? Þo you not publickly pro- 
| | els 


. But ſome:may ſap; ies leferro- the Prieft's Hherty,” whethe# he will ſo'2666 
Pray for him: before be-hane- Qvnfeſſed: him or nay :" Grant it 'be; bar . 
what then, 'O-may the People or Prieſt ſay, the Creed was read to bim, 
and he asked prnQually whether he did believe ft or no; ' and the Sick 
Man. anſwered, That all that-he did ſtedfaſtly believe. 1 anſwer, Did 
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1666 eſs in yous Ghy I: rriee; Reprotancom/Aizendment of Life for gl 
70008 that's:congrargOto. Carilt? And db yaOnoer ice; that to delight in 
tering ulls, and Bears, and.'Drgs, itearing'4hd'tormenting one and- 
without caule, 15 a Ecienous, Sin-jn'thevlight of 'God;" and there- 
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| ; not to be tolerated by Jou-'! Beſides:the great hurt-it goth i; the 
"Minds of your young. ones, whogrerled away from remembfi.1g the. 
. Creator in the, days of their Youthby: tlieſe'things:” Surely the Lord's 
| anakgy with you,; will you -not-fer the! @vil! bf'fuch Doings; for I 
know. if you would come.to .theLight of:Chrift in your Conſciences 
you could not. but ſee.them, and ſtanil againſt them-withall your mighs 
_ and. ſo, diſctarge a £209: Conſcience” 'towards God 2nd his Creation. 
And how do you know, bus-the general Liberty for theſz Evils to at 
pon the Stage of- thele: Nations, ;1$-0ne. cauſe of the pre | 
þ. the Sword amongi them. A wp reſent Judgment 
Reſts God*s Servant, who hathbeet a'Mourger in Spirit fo 

this Ten Years, becauſe of, the.Evibof: your Doings . wo #, Pogem 
have not laid things rightly to Heart, which ſhows your Mifery to be 
great. EUR Ter RTE Wo ne Carr, 
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dying. 
One can rightly rejoice in the Birth of Chriſt Iri- 

| N tual New-born in Chriſt. Thofe that think Om Criſt 
with. Eating, and Drinking, 8nd$porting, and Playing, are Carnally- 
minded,” and the Carnal: ind-jisEnwity to 'Gad ; and thoſe chat live 
in the Flcfhly Mind cannot plzaſe God,, Rom. 8. 6, 7,8. $9 its mani- 
Feſt, that the Service and Kingdom: of God: ſtands: not in Meas and 
Drinks and Worldly Delights, but in Rightcouſyeſs and Peace and Foy 
in the' Holy Ghoſt, Rom. 14.17. For Meats for the Belly, and the Billy 
for Meats, but Cod will defiroy bath it and them, faith the Apoſtle. But 
God will never deſtroy ſuch as Serve and Worſhip hiarcig Spirit-and 
Troth, all the'days of their new ang; redgemed.: Life. + Andiiſo ic is 
manifeſt, the more Sr iritual that any. one is, the moie are they dead 


and ſepzrared from that, fooliſh Mind and vain Cuſtoms that the Evil 
World loves and lives ia. ER 


A Teſtimony againſt Sporting and P] 
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And on the contrary, thoſe that make-moſt Proviſion for the Fleſh, 1656 
to ſacisfie it in the Luſts, thereof, let the Time be what it may, aregyw_. 
the greateſt Enemies to Chriſt, and their own Souls, ſo let things be 
well weighed and conſidered, and it will appear to the open Eye, that 
God is not more diſhonoured many Twelve Days of the Year, than in 
theſe that People pretend moſt to Honour him in ;_ which, to a Godly 
Heart cannot but” be” matter of great Soraow, as ſaith the Apoſtle, 
| Phil. 3.18, 19. Many walk, of whum 1 have told you often, and now tell 
you evenWeeping, that they are Enemies to' the Croſs of Chriſt, whoſe end it 
Deſtruition, whoſe God is their Belly, and whoſe Glory is in their Shame, who 
mind Earthly things. | | 


— AJgaind Spozting and Playing. | 


And this is the miſerable and woſul Condition of the moſt pattof 
People, that in theſe Days bear the name of Chriſtians, over 
whom the Spirit mourns. . 


Thomas T, gjlor. 
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Loving Exhortation, 
7 0 | 
All Kings, Princes, Potentates, Biſhops and 
People in the whole Chriſtendom, W here- 
in is a DiſtinRtion berwixt the True and 


Falſe Teachers. 
To.be Read over in Meekneſs and the Fear of the Lord. 


() Y E Kings, Princes, Potentates, and Rulers of the Earth, 
we deſire not your Thrones, Honours, Places or Dignities, 
| neither do we envy you for them; for we bave enough in God 
our Father, who hath made us Kings and Priefts to himſelf by Jeſus 
Chriſt, Spiritually to reign over the Evil in the World, and to offer 
vp our ſelves in ws any to his Glory ; and this is our Crown, 

ive after ina pure Conſcience; for we arenot of 
thoſe that fight with Fleſh and Bleod, and with Carnal Weapons, for 
an Earthly Crown, but ſuch as ih the Strength of Almighty God are 
taught. with Spiritual Weapons to War only againſt that 2ſyſtery of 
Iniqui:y and Power of Darkneſs, that captivates the precious Soul of Man, 
avid keeps it ſhoxt of the Glory of God ; deſiring from the Truth of our 
Hearts, that neither the Soul nor Body of any may periſh, but that 
whis Wicked one, which is the Enemy of both, may be deſtroyed out 
of the Earth, in this day of Chriſt, by che Spirit of bis Month, and Bright. 
neſs of his appearing ; that ſo the whole Creation of God may be dcli- 
vered from Bondage, to ſtand in its Holy Order, to the Glory of the 
Creator, as in the Beginning ; that ſo he may take delight in the Chil- 
dren of Men, and make his Abode with vhem, as at that time, when the 
Aorning Stars ſung for Foy, and all was full of Beauty and Iweetneſs, and no 
Death i them, 


v ; 
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And O ye Biſhops and high Teachers of the World, we deſire not 
your Seats, reither do we envy you for your great Promotions, but do. 


deſire that you may know with us, the true Shepherd and Biſhop of the 1 


Soul, Chriſt Feſws, the pu and rrue Shepherd and Biſhop, who gave him- 
ſelf for the Sheep, that he might Redeem: them from all Iiquity, and de- 
liver their Souls frem the hands of all Oppreſſion, to ſerve him in his 
own free Spirit, where none can come to make afyaid. And as this S4- 
viouy you come to know anJ receive, your knowiedge of Menand Things 
according te the Fleſh will ceaſe, and the Love of the World, and the 
Worlds things will die in you, and a Love to the Seed that breaths after 
' Righteouſneſs will ariſe in you, and you will know what God requires 
of you, and how you may do that which will commend you to God in 
the great Day of his Judgment, which is nigh at hand, and apply your 
Hearts thereto. 


Therefore awake, awake, ariſe, ariſe, for the great Day of the Lord is 


indeed nigh at hand, yea the Sun is glready ariſen, and his bright Glory 
ſhineth upon the Sons of the Morhing, and the true fearching Light, 
from which nothing can be kid, is fe]t and knewn in the Earth, and be- 
fore it the Workers of Iniquity are as Chaff, and before it gga'no mortal 
Man. ſtand in Judgment, though he gliſter never ſo much in outward” 
Glory inthe Worlds eye; for in the preſence of this Light, the Judg-. 
ment proceedeth not according to Perlon or Worldly Appearance, but 
« according to Truth, Equity and Righteouſneſs; and ſo every Evil doet 
hates this Light becauſe his Deeds are Evil, and the Lightreproves him 
to his Face, and in his Heart, withour refpe& tohis Perſon: Ard there- 
fore none but they whoſe De&@ are wrovght in God, can willingly” 
come to this Light with theiFÞ 
paſs Judgment on them; feri:'s 
the Preſence of this pure God, the Light who lighreth every Man that 


cometh into the Word ;, and is come a Light in the World, rhat all through. 
him might belicve, and come out of Darkneſs, and the Deeds thereof, and 


be ſaved. 
So if any of you periſh, it is in your love of Darkneſs, and your De. 
ftrufion ts of your ſelves, for God would have you to be ſaved, and to 


eds, or endure that this Light ſhould 
the Righteous only that hath Praiſe in - 


Rs 


that purpoſe holds forth his Love in his Light to your Conſciences daily, 


hat you might be warned and not periſh; And if this Goſpel of his 
ek and Grace, the Lighr, be hid from you, it is becauſe the God 
of this World, with his deceitful Allurements, karh blinded your Eye. 
Mark, The God of this World hath blinded your 2inds ;, that Old Sepent 


who is called the Devil and Saran, and Prince of the Power of the Air, 


which works 3n the Hearts of all Diſobedient ones, hath captivated your Un- 
derſtanding, if this Golpel of Light you perceive not to LovEand 
£ 3 Obey 
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2666 Obey it. | And conſider how:the Power of D:irkneſs. deceives Man; 'it 
wyw begins with him betimes, and works ſubtilly with him in his Mind when - 
F  - -tiE istender and young, carrying him forth eagerly after Childiſh Vani- 
ties, and Youthful Luſts, if by the Light, that ſecre:Ty Checks for theſe 


things,ire be not reſiſted. The World tells the Youth, that by going forth 
into ſome Form of Religion, and conforming to that, is God's way, by 
which Man may be helped againſt his Sin; but God, the. Truth, ſaith, / 
have laid help upon One that is mighty, Chriſt Jeſus the Light, who is to. be 
known in Man, a preſent help againſt Sin. And, by wha: mears, ſaith. 
David, may a young Man cleanſe his way, ſave only by taking heed according 
ro the Word of God. And, the Word # nigh, in the Heart, ſaith Panl, diſcerning 
the Thoughts and Intents thereof. And, the Light ſhineth in Darkneſs, ſaith 
Fohr, (in Man) yea,. 5n every an that cometh into the World, making all 
things in ſecret, mar.if;ft , and who can hide their Deeds from it ?. .S0 
if the young Men come not to this Light, then they abide in Darkneſs, 
and grow up in Darkneſs, and coveri-g themſelves, but not with the 
Spirit of God, fo long, until there be no Remedy, but the Wo and the 
Curſe muſt needs come upon them. But he that folowerh me,ſaith Chriſt, 
(he Light) ſhal nor abide in Darkneſs, Sin nor Evil, but ſhall have the 
Light of Life, and. ſhall not come ivto Condemnation. 

So, He that hath an ear, let him hear, and mind the Light of Chriſt 
in you, thar lets you ſee all that ever you have done, and ſets before 
you your Sins in order, and brings Judgment and Condemnation upon * 
your Souls for. them : And love the Light and its righteous Judg- 
ments, for Zi» muſt be redeemed through Jadgment; and bring all 
your Deeds, Words and Thovghts, to this Lizht of Chriſt, and hide not 
- any thing fromit; for he that hideth his Sins, from the Lord, ſh.ll not pro- 
Jeer. But he that in this true Light ſees his Sin, and forſzkes the Sin, and 
turns to God in his Light, and abides therein, ſhall beBleſſed. But Wo 
is the Portion of ſuch as turn not to him that Smites them, but inſtead 
of owning the Pricks and Reproofs of Wiſdom, kick againſt them. Theſe 
are the Ungodly, whoſe Sacrifice the Lord could never accept ; but they 
abiding in- their Sins, all their Prayers and Performances were ſtill 
returned upon them, from the pure God, as Dung upon their Faces. 
Therefore, go no: forth, ſaith Chriſt, for the K ingdom of Heaven (which 
he compared. to many little things) « within you: And when they ſhall 
fay, Lo here, lo there, ſaith Chriſt, go not after thrm : For thoſe that 
draw People from the Light and Spirit of Chriſt (that Holy Anointing 
within) in Man, were always Antichriſts. And in F-ba the Apoſtle's 
Time, many of theſe were come; and, thcy went out from ws, faith the 
fame John (the beloved Diſciple of Jeilns.) From w, underſtand ſuch 
as Were in the Anointing of God, which taught all things, and they 
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nee: ws not that.any Man ſhould: teach them, abiding in the Anointing, 1666 
wherewith their Souls and Spirits, of God were anointed; for that War 


true, perfect, and ſufficient to lead them in'o all Truth, according to the. 


Promiſe; ic was. in them a Spirirual Union, a Free Gift from the 


*«.* 


Holy One in Chriſt, the promiſed Seed, with whom, through Faith, (the - 


right Holy Faith) they were become one Spirit, and ſo became Heirs. 
of the Promiſe, and true Witneſſes of the New and Everlaſting Coves. 
nant, Which ſaith, And they ſhall all be raught of God. Theſe are not. 
outwardly anointed, as thoſe under th Law (the Figure) were, buy. 
theſe were and are Spirituvally Anointed of God himſclf, 1n Chriſt, and.. 


ſo were and are true Heirs of the Goſp:1 (the Subſtanece) and true Chil- 
dren of the day, walking in that Heavenly and Ecrernal Light, wherein 
they could and do in truth ſay, Our Felowſhip « with the Father and the 


Son,” So here in this Holy Body there was no Antichriſts ; but thoſe. 
that went out from theſe into the Worlds Ways, Worſhips, Cuſtoms, . 
Traditions and Inventions thele were Antichrilts: And now bzing gone 
forth from the Lord and his Spicits Teaching, they become one with the . 
World, uſing their Tongues to talk of the things gf God in the Worlds - 


Spirit, without God: 'And ſo. they being of the World (ſaith John) :berefore 


the Werld hears them, 1 Jolin 4. 5. But be that # of God (faith the ſame - 


John) hcareth w, even us that abide in the Holy Anointing of God 


in us. Axd my Sheep hear my voice, ſaith Chriſt, and folow me, but 's:: 
Stranger they will ror follow, So there are two Spirits, 'he Spiiit of Chriſt : 
and the Spirit of the evil World: 'And two ſorts of Teachers: accore - 


dingly ; the one hears the Voice of Gcd in Chriſt, and in the: ſtrength 


of this Spirit, goes forth with the Word of Ged,. and Goſpel of Truth: 


in their Heart and Mouth, in Obedience to God, and pure Love to the 


Soul of Man, and not for hithy Lucre, nor any worldly End whatſo- - 
'ever: And theſe the true Seed, God's Little Ones, Lambs and Sheep- 
hear, Ieve, and are'one with, moerly for the Truths ſake, which is one, +, 


and Cc; dire for ever. 


But now centrariwiſe, the other fort of Teachers, who are rightly | 
called £17angers, becauſe they are Strangers to the Life of God, and Holy . 


Motion of t 1s Spirit; they go forth in "their own Wills, according to 


the Motion of their own earthly Spirics, without God, for-Self-ends, - 


in the allowance @#f the earthly Power, Name, and Authority ; * not to 


build up the-Body of Chriſt, or miniſter to bis in any, for ta that they .. 


are Strangers, but to commend th: mſclyes to fallen Man's Wiſdom 


for Self-advanrage,and to gather People into ſeveral Forms and out. fide: 
Proſcfons and Qbſervations, where all ſorts of Sinners are taught to.) 


ſay, Lord, Lord, but never a'one to do the Will of God pirfe ily from the 


Heart ; and lo they build vp Babe!, the Ciry hat ax. where there is 
like 


» 
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God.and Chriſt, he muſt needs lead res, that follow him from God, 
swtothe Ditch. Andof. this ſort were they in Chriſt's time, that loved2o 


- beballed of Men, Maſter; fair Sayers, but evil Doers, who loved the Praiſe 


of Men,” and their Greetings in the Marker, and thsr chief and high places i 
their Feaſts and Synageg»:s, ard lovirg, for this end, to go in long Robes, 
and coftly Apparcl, ou:waraly appearing beautified to the Worlds eye, but ine 


wardly full of Pride, Covetouſneſs, Uncleanneſs, the Spirit of Perſecution, 


ard all manner of Unri:hreouſneſs, as one may read in the 23d Chapter of 
Matthew, ard other places of Scripture, where Chriſt had to do with 
the falſe' ſpirited Rabbies in his day, whom he compares to Graves, 
painted Tombs, Serpents axd Vipers, who ſhut up the Kingdom of Heaven 
apainſt Men, and neuther entred in themſelves nor ſuffered others, but did what 
they could to hinder theſe that were entring, AM of ſuch Chriſt 'gave his 
Diſciples warning tor ke bred in time to come, and told them, though ſuch 
Wolves ſhould get the Sheeps cloathing on them (to wit, the good words) 
yet they ſhould not truſt them, but ſhould krow them by their Fruits. And 
ſo. the Tree that is by Nature a Thorn and a Thiſtle, hath manifeſted 
its Fruit; and by their Ernit the Children of Light now know them, and ac- 


cording to Chriſt's will, avoid them. And of this ſort are they that not ' 
only in the days of Chrift wih/ood him, - but even the fame that in 


all Ages withſtood hi Spirit and Work, as at this day. Fcr with ſuch 
earthly-ſpirited Teachers it was, that the Prophet Jcremiah's Heart was 


Jo broken int his day, as one may real all along the 23d Chapter of his 


Propheſie, and of whom in his fifth Chapter he ſo grievouſly complains, 
ſaying, A wonaerful and ho: rible thing  cemmirted in the Lard: The Pro- 
phets Propneſie falfiy, and the Prieſts bear rule by their means, and the Peo- 
ple lowe ro have it ſo. And therefore Deſtruttion from the Lord came upon 
ther all. Andtheſe Teachers faid ſtill in their lyingeartbly Spirit, that 
Jeruſalem (though finfu!) ſhould have Peace,and that no Evil fhonld come upon 
rhem Peop'e, though they walked every Man ofter the Imagination of bis own 
evil Heart, Jer. 23.17. And of this ſort were they that the Lord ſent 
his Prophet 44;cah to cry agaiaſt, ſaying, Thus ſaith the Lord concern- 
ing the Prophets that make my People to err ;, that bite nith their Teeth, and 
cry Peace 5 ard he that putterh not into their Mouths, they even prepare War 
againſt him : Therefore Night and Darkneſs came npori them, and the Viſion 
ceaſed from them in the juſt Judgment of God. For a ſelf-end was in all their 


Work, and the dead Fly of Coveronſneſs corrupted all: As one may read at 

- large in the third Chapter of his Propheſie, Verſe 5, &c. And of this 
- forrare they, that //a;ab, the Propuct of God, in his time ſo grievouſly 
os complains _ 


—I Lobing Eran 


1 1666 thee Prieſt; like People; the Teachers fiving-in Sin;-and'the People that 
way folow them living in their Sins, always learning, hever learned to wor- 
W ». ſhip God aright: -For the Teacher being blind through his Ignorance of 
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complains of alſo, : as one, may- read in the 96th Chapter of his Pro- 1666 
phelie, ſaying, Verſe 9, &c. All ye Beaſts of the Field come to devour; yearn 


all ye Beaſts of the Foreſt : bis Watchemen are blind, greedy, &c.- all looking for 


their own way, every one for his Gain from his quarter, &c. And againſt , 


this ſort of earthly-ſpirited Teachers it was' that God ſent-bis Prophet 
Exckjel to cry Wo againſt, ſaying, Wo to the Shepherds of Iſrael that ds 
feed themſelves ; ſhould not the Shepherds feed the Flock * Te cat the Fat, and 
ye cloath you wth the Wool, ye kill them that are fed, but ye feed not the Flocks, 
And fo the God of this World, through Pride and Covetouſneſs, had Fr 
blinded their Eye,and corrupted their Hearts,that they had neither Will 
nor Skill to help nor heal the poor diſeaſed, fick, broken, ſcattered Souls 
of their Hearers'; and therefore the Lord was glad to put them afide as. 
Phyſicians of n0 value, and became the Teacher of his People bimſelf;, 
as one may read in the 34th Chapter of his Propheſie throughout. Glory 
to the Lord, who hath faifilled his Promiſe to his Iſrael this day; and is be- 
come the Teacher of his People himſelf, whereby they come tobe truly 
profited, as it is written, I the Lord thy God teach thee, O Iirael, to profir. 
But the fore-mentioned Teachers, who haye run in their Wills, for. 
Self-ends, and the Lord never ſent them, conld never profit People at 
all: And as Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and his true Prophets, in former 
times were trouble and oppoſed by ſuch Hirelings: So alfo the true, 
Apoltles of Chriſt did not eſcape the Trials and Oppoſitions of that 
deceitful Spirit-by which they were acted, For ſuch, ſaith Panl, are 


falſe Apoſiles, deceitful Workers, Satan's Miniſters, transforming themſelves 


into the likeneſs of the Apoſtles of. Chri#t, 2 Cor. 11. Some of theſe were 
already come in his day : And F know, faith he, that after my departure 
grievous Wolves ſhall come'in among you, not ſparing the Flock: Alſo, of your 
own ſelves ſhall Men ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe things, to draw away Diſciples 
after them, Ads 20. 29, &c. * And as the Kingdom of Antichriſt grew, 
theſe perverſe: things were eſtabliſhed for DoErine by a_ Law ; For 
the very'Name of Antichriſt holds forth a Spirit oppoſing ir felf tg 
erery appearance of Chriſt, and of his Holy Spirit and Anointing in 
Man. | 

The true Apeftles and Miniſters of Chriſt drew the Sonl from Men 
and ſelf,, unto Chriſt, 'and his Anointing in them, to know that to teach 
them :- But theſe, and all other Falſe Teachers,draw from Chriſt and his 
Anointing within, to look at Fleſh and Form without, which perfeRs. 
not at all to God. And of this ſort alſo are they, ſaith the ſame Paul, which 
creep into Houſes (underſtand the great ſtone Houſes, called Churches, as 
well as others) and lead captive ſilly Women, laden with ſms, led away with 
aivers Luſts ; ever learning, and never able 10 come to the knowledge of the 


Truth, 2 Tim. 3. Of this ſort, ſaith Pal, as ſhall come in the laft perilows 


times, 
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A Loving Exhoztation, 


* again, that ſhall make the Wilderneſs a fruitful Ficld, and ſweet ſmelling 


— 


times, even Lovers Of their own ſelves, Coveions, Boaſters, Proud, Bl:if. 
phemers,, Unholy, ( who ſay they are Chriſtians, but arenot ſo 17 'truth ) 
Fierce, &c. having the Form of Godlineſs, 'but denying the Power thereof , 


' and theſe he exhortec true Believers to turn from z and fo in Obedi- 


ence to God, thofe row who are come to know Chriſt, and his Anoinc. 


Ing in tbem, - to teac:: them, are turned from ſuch. '* Aud though theſe 


Decctivers kave.procezded fora time, towit, curing the late Night of 
Apoſtacy, which Pal, 2 Thef. 2. ſpake of, 19 drcerve mary z yet now 
that the Light is riſen again from under the Earth,. they are manifeſt, 
and can proceed no furiher. Let none therefore now be ſo void of 
underſtanding, as ts brand the true Meſſengers of Jeſus Chriſt in this 
Day, with the Name of Deczivers, becauſe they declire Trath, not 
only publickly, ' but alſo from Houſe to Houſe, by virtue of the Holy 
Spiric only ; for ſo did the Apoſtles themſelves, and yet were no 
Creepers into Houſes ; for creeping into Houſes denotes the Work of 
the Children of Darkneſs, who run without the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, his 
Spirir, or Autho: ity, in their own Wills, for Self-ends, 3s before; 
leading abour People in their ſillineſs and ſinfalneſs all their Days, as by 
woful Experience, in the tate Ages of the World, ſince the Apoſtles 
Days, hath been fully manifeſt ;- wherein the World hath wondred after 
the Beaſt, And 4 there were falſe Prophets amorg the People, ſaith Peter, 
even jo aiſo ſhall there be Falſe Teachers amorg you ,, wro ſhall privily bring in 
Damnalle Flereſies, &c. 2 Pet. 2. But how may theſe berknown, may 
ſome ſay ? By their Fruits, ſaith Chriſt, ye ſhall know them. And of this 
fort are they, faith Peter in the ſame Chapter, who through Coverouſneſs, | 


"3th fained words, make Merchandize of People; and by wallzng after the 


Flefp, in the Laſt of Covetouſneſs and Unclearneſs, and Deſpite of Chriſt's 
Government, even deny the Lord that bought them, Theſe are the Pre- 
ſamptuous Ones indeed, who count it Pleaſure to Riot in the Day- 
time, ſpeaking evilof the worthy things that God works and makes 
mavifeſt in his Children, which theſe P:eſumptuous Ones know' not. 
And theſe falſe Teachers are of thoſe whoſe Eyes are full of Adultery, 
and that cannot- ceaſe from Sin: :For how ſhould they, ſeeing their 
Heart is exerciſed with Covetous Practices, loving the Wages of Un- 
rightcouſneſs, like Bala4m, as he:( to wit, 'the Apoltle Perer) there 
ſpeaks. And therefore, thoſe that ſee not theſe are Blind indecd and 
thoſe that theſe Teachers candeceive, may well be ſaid to be without 
a Foundation:, Ard hence it hath come to -paſs, [that through ſuch 
Teachers Wickedneſs, and Peoples Ignorance, the World hath been 
as a Wilderneſs. And now therefore is the Lord, according 'to his 
Bleſſed Promiſe, bringing up that knowledge of hiinſelf and his Chriſt 
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'Gardtn for bimſelf to be glory ficdin, Ard this knowledge »f God ſhall cover 2666 
the Earth as the Waters ao the Seq. And" thereby ſhall all kurting and de- WW 
ſt royirg be done away from amongſt Men, Iſa. 65. latt; as is this Day wit- 
neticd among ſuch where this Knowledge of Cod hatin place. Glory 


- In, Rewards according to their Works, without reſpe&t of Perſons. 
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to his Name for Ever. So' now therefore, all ye Kings, Princes, , Pg- 
tenitates and Rulers ofthe Earth, ee in what Principle you Rand, and 
upon what Foundation you grow, and whoſe Work . you are a doing; 
whether God's cr your own. True Magiſtrates are not a Terroar to 
the gocd, butto the evil. But how can ye ſee the good and the evil 
trulyaſurder, or know what to puniſh, and what to protec, if.you 
come not tothe Light, Chiift Jcſus, that true Light which liguteth eves 
ry Man th. comcth imto the Worid ( as was ſaid before) to take Coun- 
ſel at him, for e 5 the Wonderful Counſellor ; and whatſoever makes 
things truly manifeſt is his Light, and with it every hard thing is 
known, and every fecrct thing tound out, but without ic nothing 3 
but all People that walk in the Darkneſs of their own Underſtandings, 
do err In Viſion, and ſtumdle in Judgment, and ſo know not what they 
do, nor whither they go: Ard this way that ſeemeth good in the Mays 
own Eye, Is that which always tended to Death, and Ciſordered all 
things. And by ſuch a Judgment Barrabas was Releaſed, and the Inno- 
cent Jcſus delivered to be Crucified z and by this the falſe Prophets in 
all Ages were protected and born up, and the Dear Servants of. Chriſt - 
ca out as athing of nought. | : 

So ariſe, ariſe ;* awake, awake to Rizhteouſneſs, and Sin not, for the 
Lord is on his way to giveuntio every Nation, and each People there- 


And wntil God®s Rightcouſneſs rue in all, and over all, how can any 
thing ſtand, let that of God in all Conſciences judge; fo lay things $0 
heart, for this 15 the Day of your Viſitation. Alſo, you Biſhops and 
high Teachers, who are pleaſed in your Minds b:cauſe accepted of Man 
conſider, 4r* you zccep:.4 of Goa? Is your Sacrifice ſo pure,. and your 
Perſons ſo innocent, that the Holy God can receive them ? 13 your Do- 
Ariae ſo lound, and Life incorrupt, that none can juſtly blameit? Have 
your Hands haiidlzd the Word of Life which you ſpeak of to others ?, 
And fo you know in yeur elves what that Living, th2rp and powerfal 
Word of God is, (Wihith ft eApultle, Heb. 4. ſpeaks of) winch divides 
berwiit Folt 4d Prion, Sod and Spirit, and eijccrneth al the though:'s 
and wntc.rs of eviry Heart ?- And are your Hearts cleanſed by'it ? And 
do yon Preach enc Siuiſter this internal, living, and eternal Truth 
( the Word ) t9 tht: P.cple, or the cead Lftter only ? See haw+:4t Is: 
For the Fruic! ow mull be the real Witnels of every Trees Nature. 
Have you recelveiticFice git irom above? Then ſell ic notdor Mo» 

Aa ney. 


_ _A Loving Exhoztation, $c. 


4 : 1666 ney. Would you be counted Miniſters-and Embafſ#:dors for Chriſt, and 
: we would you have the Children of Light to. own you ? Then approve 


your ſelves to them as Paxl did to the Brethren in his. Days, 2 Cor. 6. 
3, &c. In much Paticnce, in Afliftions, in Neceſſities, in Diſireſſes, in 
Stripes, in /mpriſonments ;, 4s dying, yet alive in the Hearts of the Hearers 
by the Power of Truth, &c. And letall People ſee that you mind the 
good of the Seul, and God's Glory, more than the World, and your 
own Self-caſe and Advantage:, For the Day is dawned that makes all 
things manifeſt. And lay by your Carnal Weapons, and make proof 
of your Spiritual Weapons ( if you have any) and try a little, how 
you can perſwade Men to be of your Mind by that means: For People 
begin to queſtion much the forcing of Men into Religion by the carnal 
Sword, and outward Conſtraint, whether it be of God or no, For it's 
found by Experience, that into what People are forced by the outward 
Power, by the ſame means may they be forced out of that again, and fo 
remain reſtleſs, and witnout a Foundation, until the Truth it ſelf ſet- 
tle them. So ſet not up yeur reſt in the Wilderneſs, much leſs in E- 
gypt, but lcok towards the Holy Land, the undefiled, unmoveable 
Foundation, and ſuffer others to do ſo too. And thoſe that have ſpicd 
out the good Land, hinder them not from entring in, but help them 
on in their Journey, if you can, leſt you be found Fighters again God. 
For now is the Effet of every Viſion comingin; and a feeble one in 
this Bleſſed Ferafalem, that is deſcended, and daily coming down from 
God out of Heaven, « as David, and David as the Argtl of God br fore 
them, Zach. 12.8. He that runs may now read, if his Eys be open. 
And Bleſſtd are all that have believed in God's Roly Name; theſe will 
not be troubled at Zion?s Proſperity, but will fer to their Seal that God 
js true, and praiſe the Lord with us, the Children of the Womb of the 
Etern2] Morning, Praiſ.d be God. Sobe it. 

And all knew a ſeparation in your ſelves betwixt the Precions and the 
Vile, and the Vile brought uncer, and the Precious beat ing rule there, 
and then will yon he in ſome meaſure able to diſcern and judge aright 
of things abroad, but not until then. The Carnal Man ſeeks to gather 
a great heap into a Form, but the Spiritual Man, whoſe Eye is in his 
Head, he feeks to bring People out of the Evil of the World, into the 
Good of God's Kingdom and Power of Godlineſs. Bleſſed are they 
that can lay down all their own at the Feet of Jeſus Chriſt, that they 
may be what they are in him; for the World, and the Glory ok it, aid 
the Lovers of it, is as a fading Flower, b:t he only that duth the Will of 
God abides for Ever. 

Given forth in the Movings of the Spirit of the Lord God, in his Servant, 
whois a Sufferer amongſt bus Reproached Ones ( called Quakers ) for the 
Teftimony of hu Everlaſting Truth, Praiſed and Blefſed be God for Ever, 
n bo hath counted us worthy thereunto. Thomas Taylor, 


A Few Neceflary 
Queſtions and Concluſions 


For the Preſent 


Pariſh-Teachers 
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Deeply to Ponder and Anſwer in God's Fear, 
for the good of their own and the Peoples 
Souls that are under them : for the Lord is 
ariſen to call all things into Judgment. 


ether any can be ſaid to be true Goſpel-Miniſters, who are 
"not ſent of Chriſt, as Chriſt was ſent of the Father, ſeeing 
Chriſt laid, As my Father hath ſent me, even ſo ſend I you; for all Power 
jr given me in Heaven and Earth ? John 20. 21. and 17. 18. Mat. 28. 18, 

2, Whether any can be juſtly blamed for not hearing or upholding 
ſach as are not thus ſent of Chriſt, ſeeing Chriſt ſaid, 24y Sheep hear 
my Voice, and a Stranger they will not follow, for they know not the Voice of a 
Straxger ? John 10. 1 John 4- 

3. Whether it benot the greateſt Preſumption for any, upon what 
Pretence ſoeyer, to take upon them to be Embaſſadors for Chriſt (the 
Great King ) who were never Authorized or Commilſionated- thereto 
by Chriſt, as aforeſaid, it being his Proper Righs to ſend forth his own 
Labourers? 

4. Whether any who are not thus ſent of Chriſt, as Chriſt was ſent 
'of the Father, can profit the People at all, though they have never ſo 
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Ifew Queſtions and Concluſtons 


much Authority from Man, or be furniſhed with never ſo much Orato- 
ry, or Wiſdom of Words, or Excellency of Speech, according to Man, 

ws the Scripture teſtifieth, The World ty Wiſdom knew not God ? 

1 Cor. 1. 

And if any ſhould By, How was Chriſt ſent, or can any be: ſent row as 

Chriſt was ſet ? 1 Anſwer, Chriſt was ſent in the Wiſdom, Power and 

Spirit of the endleſs Love and Life of the Father, to Preach the King- 

dom of Ged, and the Everlaſting Goſpel therecof, as it's aid, Luke 

4. 18. The Spirit of the Lord is npon me, for hc hath ancinied me to preach 

the Goſpel to the Poor, &'c. and ſo were the frue Minitters formerly 

ſent of Chriſt, Zke the laſt, 49, 4s 26. 16, 17. As 20. 23. John 
16. 134 14, 5.2 Cor. 3.5, 6. Andasin al-former- Azes, all the true 

Meſſengers and Miniſters of God and Chriſt were ſ:nt in the Wiſdom, 
Power and Spirit of God and Chriſt, and thereby direfcd ard guided 
in their Work, both when, to whom, and what to ſpeak, Jer. i7. 
&c. Exod. 3.10, &c, Amos 7.14,16, As 10. 19,220. AT58. 26, 27, 
29, 1 Cor. 2. 12, 13. Gal. 2. 7,8. Even ſo arc Chriſt 's true Meſſengers 
and Miniſters ſent now, and always muſt be, becauſe without Chriſt 
they can do nothing, ohr 15.-5. and becauſe no Man knows tht Thing 
of Gog,*+but the Spirit of God 3 and therefore without that Spirit it 
mult needs be impoſſible for any, either rizatly to know or miniſter 


the: Things of God, 1 Co. 2. 7, &c. and ſo faith Chriſt, 7 am with you, 


(not ſame, but all my Servants), Feb» 17. 29, 21,22. (/not for a time 
ofhty;burt always) ever ts che nd of the World, Mat. 28. 20. And 
therefore faith the Apoſtle; Fom car they i Preach, except they be ſent ? 
( to wit, as Chriſtwas, Zuke 4.18, &c.) as is plain by the Apotltle's 
applying that in general to Chriit*s Miniſters, which the Prophet ſpeaks 
is the-ſingular number of Chriſt, Rows. 10. 15. compared with J/a. 52. 
7 Again, Chriſt was fan&tifl-a and ſent, ſo are, allo, his Nefengers: 
and:Minifters ſanfified;' and ſent as Lambs among Wolves, John 17. 
164117,-18, 19,” &c Tfa. 6.%7,-8, 2 no nnſanctificd Man, berer ſhct- 
terhimſelfundet Fixtes, 'who was only for the turn of fulfilling the 
Scripture numbred amongft the Twelve, but not. at all for a Pattern 
of: true” Goſpel- Minifters. Again, Chriſt came nct to do his own 
Will, but the Will ot. him that. fent him; atd fo it is with:gvery 
oe: that Chrift frds', and who [abide in his. Doftrine; and as 
Chr *enduted” the” Contradiction of Singers agaialt himſelf, with: 
all:Patience; even. ſo dv all he Tends, and who abide in his DoaQtrine, 
not avenging themf:Ives, hur committing their Cauſe td. God , 
who is the Avenzer of all Wrongs! dons to. his Servants :.- Alſo 
ſseing Chriſt aid, The, Tree, is known by its Fruits, and by their Fruits: x6, 
may know ſact'-as conte' to'you in Sheeps Cloathing 3 but are 1n- _ 


ay 5 


a ad. AM. Ms. 


to the Pariſh-Teachers of Eogland, Oe | T7 


wardly ravening Wolves, 4a:. 7. 15. Therefore it is further asked' 7666 
of you, | Aw 
. 1, Whether ſich as love to be called of Men Mafer, which Chrift. 
forbad, Mar, 23, io,11, 12. or ſe:k and affect other Tiiles of world- 
ly Honour, and to be Gr:at, -and to exerciſe Lordſhip in the Earth, 
like the Gerti/es, donotp'ainly manit-ſt themſelves to be ſuch as Chriſt 
is not with, ſeeing he laid to his, Je ſhall not be ſo amongſt you, Mark 
1G. 24, Fc. Ardiorcanthey believe, (faith Chriſt ) who receive Ho- 
nour one of another, and ſeek not that Honour which, comes from God o:ly ? 
Join 5. 44- 

2, Whether ſuch as make Merciandize of their Words, even ſetting 
them as it were for Money, by agrezing with the People for ſo much 
a Year, to ſctile ata place ior Preaching;Wfe. and yer will not ſettle 
at a Place as Teachers, but where they know before-hand ſo much Hire 
or certain Yearly Mzintenance provided for them, ſzconded with the 
worldly Power, to compel People to pay it them, or by Force to take 
it from them, whether they will or no? I ſay, is not this a manifeſt 
Token that ſuch Miniſters are not ſen: of Chriſt, ſezing he ſaid to his, 
Freely ye have rec wed; freely give; and the Apoſtle ſaid, We ſeek: not 
yours, but you ? But if you ſay, the ſame Apoſtle alſo faid, If we have 
minijtrea to you Spiritual Things, 1s it a great Matter if we partuke of your 
Carnal Things ? | 

3. Th:n 1 Query ( to let paſs the Qieſtion here concerning what: 
vou miniſter, whether it is Spirituzl or Carnal ) whetner ever the Apo- 
ſte, or any true Mi:ifter of God an1 Chriſt, either under the Law or 
Goſpel, did ever uſe any other Mans for that they had allowed them: 
of God, but the Power of the Word oily? Or did ever the Apoſtle,. 
or any Miniſter of Chriſt, receive,. mich leſs compel by worldly Force, 
any Maintenaiice for Preaching from ſuch as denied them to be true 
Miniſters? And fo ſuch noy asnot 0.:ly compel Wages from their own 
Hearers, but even from fich as tity vo no Work for, do plainly mant- 
feſt hy their Fcovits thar: they have rnn, and God never ſent them, and: 
are {2 far from being Succeſſfors of rhe Apoſtles in their Spiritual ad: 
Heaverly Miniſtry, asthat tliey Mzrit to be accounted of the-Kiad of 
O14.E8-s Sans, who by their Doings cauſed the Offerings of the Lord - 
ro be aBb5ired, 1 Sam: 2. from Ver. 12, to 18, 

4, Wherher ſich as cannot content themſelves with the Incomes of \1 
one Pariſh, thouzh it be Sixty, Eighty, or One Hundred Pounds a 
Year,tut ſezk a'ter one or more Pariſhes or Places of Revenue beſides, 
are not 0::t of Mezſare Coverons, and fo palpably our of .the DoQrine of; 
Chrift, and fo Idolaters, ſecing the Apoſtle ſaith,  Covctonſnefs 55 Idola-- 
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| 274 A few Queſtions and Concluſions 
M1666 5. Whetherdid ever any Minilter of Chriſt's ſendirg Preach up the 
=! wyy Tenth of Peoples Labour, or Encreaſe of the Earth and earthly Ttings, 
WW - - asa ſtanding Goſpel-maintenance for his Miniſters, 'ſceing the Apo- 
ſtles Writings are wholly filent in the thing? And now if any of you 
in your high Minds think much or ſtrange to be queſtion'd concerning 
theſe things, ſuch may know that theſe are the latter Days, ſpoken of 
by Jeren42b, Chap. 23. 20, 21. wherein God hath done, and is doi 
great things for his People 3 And in theſe latter Days (ſaith the Propher 
there ) you ſhall confider perfettly of the pouring forth of God®s Wrathfal In. 
dignation upon the f aiſe Prophets and Teachers, who bave 1un, and God ne= 
ver ſent them, 2s alſo throughout that whole 23d Chapter of Feremiab is 
to be feen : Alſo concerning the falſe Prophets and Teachers you may 
read Jobs 10. 1, &c. 1/a. 56. 9, &c. Exck. 34. 1. Mic. 3. 2 Petr, 2. 
with divers other Scriptures, which ſpeak of. the falſe Prophets and 
Teachers, alſo of the tru: Ones ; from al} which theſe few ( :mongft 
my plain and neceſlary Concluſions) following may be gather- 
ed, viz. 


1. The true Prophet, Meſſenger or Teacher is ſent of God (as be- 
'fore) in the Power and Spirit of God, with the living Word of God, 
which is asa Hammer and a Fire, to break the hard Hearts in ſunder, 
and to burn up the-ChafFand Droſs in the Minds of D:ſobedicnt. Peg- 
ple, who know God's Will, but doit not, but bold the Truth in Un- 
righteou neſs. 

The falſe Prophet or Teacher, he runs in bus own Will, and having to- 
len the Weird from his Neighbour, «ſeth hy Tongue to ſay, the Lord ſaith, 
when the Lord never ſent him, and ſo with good Words and fair Speeches de- 
ceives the Hearts of the unwary Hearers, making glad the Hearts of Hypo- 
rites, and cryiig Peace, when the Lord hata not ſpoken it. | 
-22. The true Prophct, Teacher or Miniſter, as he hath received free- 

z Tohe miniſters freely ; but the falſe Teacher, as he runs in his 
own Will, ſo he miniſters for a Selt-end; and if People pur into his 
Atonth, be crics Peace, but if otherwiſe, ve prepares War againſt them, and 
onus of his corrupt Hears cries, Give, and can never have -enougb. 

3. The true Miniſter hath a Mouih always open for God, and a- 
gainſR $i2 and Evil inevery Appearance of it, without reſpe@& of Per- 

| fons, and like a true Watcher. gives notice of the Wolf's approach, 
| ll / 2nd doth not fice when the Wolf comes, but oppoſes him in the Lofs 
4 of all, bzcauſ: Chriſt's Sheep are dear-to him-: But the Hireling fleeth, 
þzcauſe he isa Hireling, -and careth not for the Sheep ; and as concern- 
Ing Sin, .it may live in People for Ever for him, for he cannot bark a- 
gainft Sin, he is ſo foll of it himſelf z for how-can he that is an Unclean, 

I Covetous, 
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The Par Tnbres of nnd ea. 


Covetous, Proud Perſon himſelf ( witha Face) ſtand againſt ſuch Sins x 666_ _ 
in others; nay, nay, the barking of ſuch muſt needs be againſt ſuch www 


as do from the Heart depart from Iniquity, and ſo ſeparate from ſuch 
as live in ic, according to the Call of the Lord. 

4+ The tive Proph:t, Miniſter or Teacher fights the good Fight of 

Faich, and his Weapons are Spiritual, and not Carnal, and (6 he fights 
not wi h Flcſh aad Bl-od, to deſtroy Mens Perſons, Liberties or E- 
ſtates, but his War is with the wicked Devil (the Power of Darkneſs 
in Men) that ſeparates Mens Minds, Hearts and Souls from God, and 
bri: gs them into Sin's Captivity, and ſo under God?s. Wiath ; and fo 
the true Miciſter's Work is to Preach People our of that woful Condi- 
tion into the Liberty of the Sons of God: But the falſe Teacher or Mi- 
rifter his Weapons are Carnal, and he rurs to the v orldly Powers te 
h:lp him againſt ſuch as oppoſe his evil DcQrine and Praftice, crying, 
Men of England, Cc. help, as the Jews cried out againſt Paul, Mex of 
Ifracl welp, and ſometter not though they weary the Magiſtrate, and 
fet all the World inan Uproar, to keep themſelves up in their high 
Places of Deceit, and ſo prove the greateſt Enemies azainſt God?s Truth 
and his Servants of all other, as is abundaatly to be ſeen in Scripture, 
concerning the Prieſts and their Confederates, who Perſecuted Chriſt - 
to Death, and raged againſt his Followers, becauſe of their holy Telti- 
mony for God againſt their Soul-deſtroying Ways. 

5. The true Meſſengers and Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, as they are - 
powerfully ſent of God, ſo they work effeCtually. for God, for the Edi- 
fying ofthe Body of Chriſt, and perfeRing of his People in Holineſs to 
God : But the falſe Teacher, as he- hath run without God, fo his : 
Work is for ſtrengthning that Part in Man ( to wit, the Serpents Wilſ- 
dom ) which is againſt God, and wars againſt the Simplicity of Chriſt - 
and Good of the Soul in all; and ſo they being themſelves out of that 
Heavenly Power which perfe&ts the Soul ro God, and gives it perf:& 
Victory over all Sin, they cry, No Perfe&ron here, n0 perfctt Filtory over 
Sin on this fide the Grave; ard ſothey lead about a People laden with Sin and 
Luft, {lly as Wonan in the Trar ſgreſſion, ever learning, and never able by 
their 11ca:s to come 10 the Knonl: dge of the Truth it ſelf, which ſets the Sout - 
free from all Sin; for how ſhould Peopleever came to the Knowledge of 
the Truth by following ſuch Teachers as are out of the Truth? For if 
the. Blind lead the Blind, muſt they not both falli:torhe Ditch ? 

Alſo ſecing you profeſs the Scripture, and not unwritten FTraciiio's to 
be your Rule, and would have People to believe, 154: what you ds 15 at- 
cording to Scripture, therefore it's demanded in a few words fuither, 
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A few Dueſtions and Concluſions 
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Ph 1. What Scripture have you for your Sprixkling of Infants, and Sign- 

| warirg them with the Sign of the Croſs, and telling People, That thereby itcy 
We: are mate Members of Chriſt, Children of God, and Inherit rs of the King- 
dom of Heaven, when in your own Catechiſ-, in Contrediction to your 
PreCftice you teach, That Children, by reaſen of their I:farcy or tender 
Years, then cannot perform the Requeſis of Baptiſm, to wit, Fauh and Re» 
pentance ? 

2. Ard what Scripture have you for your Sureties (fo celled) wiich 
you molt unſcripturally call the Childrens God fathers and Gud-motke: s, 
which you pretend to mzke vp the DefeCt in the Infan's, by and for 
put: ing theſe Pretended S:rctics upon ſuch b>1d Undertakivgs, and 
unadviice Promilings of that for the Child, which they never yet did 
for themſelves, nor indeed have Faiti to helieve, that ſo great Works 
can be Corte in any upon Earih, to wit, To forſa'e the Devil and all his 
Works, &c. ſeeing that ſich generally hcld, That rome can live without 
Sin : Is not Sin the Devil's Work ? Yea, yea: And is there any Under. 
taker for Man to God-ward but Chrilt ? And was there any Surety be- 
twixt God and Man, but Cinrift only, who ſaith, Wi:Lour me ye Can do 
nothirg f So then this evil Cuſtom of your u:dertaking, being deroga- 
rory to the Honour of Ch:iit, Who can ſay that God hatu required 
it at your Hands? But if you will yet plead for it, ſkew us your 
Scripture for it,if you would be eſteemed to a& as Preteſt ant5,and not 
as Papijts, and to own Scri;;ture above Mens Invertions and Traditions. 

3. Alſo whit Scripture have you for your S:r;lice, Cano;icil Coats, 
Typpets, &c, and for weari:'g B/ack rather than other Colours, ſecing the 
Apoſtl: blamed ſ:ch as placed Religion in Days, Hears, and the like; 
ſurely he would not agree with fuch as place their Rel gion in Gar- 
ments and Colovrs ; El-ſſtd be the Lord whoſe Day is dawned, which 
makes all things menifeſt, and none will hate the Light of it but Evil- 
doers. 

4. And whzt Scripture have you for your Tirhes, Eafter- Reci0:-ings, 
AMortraries, aid the like, now under the Goſpel, and for your Laws, 
v hich you call Spiriiual, to compel the Peop'e to pay you them, ſeeing 
Chriſt is come, the End of thac Levitical Prielthood, under which 
Tithes were payaile by Law * 

5. What Scripture have you, w'o profeſs your ſelves to he CLrifti- 
ans, for your Swerrinp, Swen ip 1n your Courts (151 called) Sweaiing 
11 your Spiritua} Cour's (t2 caiiv) ? The poor People called Cu ct 
Wardns, £109n wer UC 


Burden of this evil Cullen: O this is far 
from follow:ng Chriſt, wio ſid anc fcith unto his, Swear wot at all, 
but you are gromn to tht paſs, hat you cannot iruſt one another with- 
ont SWea: ing, LL not in your Clurck-mattis ; Is nt this a Fruit of 
Apoltacy, 
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fox the Parilh- Teachers of England, &. #77 
Apoſtacy, and-departing, from that ancient Faith which was onee deli- 1666. © 
yered to the Saints ? | 7 Lowe 

6. And what Scripture have you for giving David's Prayers, Pro- 
phecyings,, Roarings, Quakings, Tremblings and Confeſſions in Rhyme) 


, the Spirit, and therefore not able to miniſter Spiritual thipgs,and there» 
| Bb | 


and Aeeter to the World to ling, who are of another Spirit than David 
was, and {0 utterly unacquainted with David's Conditions ; and ſo in- 
ſtead of ſinging with the Spirit and Underſtanding, as the ancient Chri- 
ſftiansdid, you ling in a Form without the Power, thereby not honour- 
ing, but rather diſhonouring the Lord, who is a Spirit, and will be 
worſhipped in Spirit and Truth ? i 20 G 

7. And what Scripture have you for teaching People to worſhip one 
another, and for your Ring in Marriage, where you teach them to-ſay- 
(With 1hjs Ring Þ thee Wed, and with my Body I thee worſhip.) Is not God 
alone to be worſhipped ? How then are ſuch to be accounted Chriſtian 
Miniſters, who abide not in Doctrine ? 2 Fobr 9. 


And laſtly, ſeeing you pretend to be Chriſt's Miniſters, -and fo God's: 
Free-men, 1 ask you thele few plain Queſtions further, Gal. i. 10.: viz. 


1. Why do you limit your ſclves, or ſuffer others to limit you, .to 
ſuch and ſuch Forms of Words, and Geſtnres, and Apparel, as is in 
Uſe amongſt you in all your Services? 1s it from any Excellency you 
ke ia thoſe Words or Forms more than in any other ? Or is it becauſe 
you are fo weak of Judgment, or brittle of Memory, as that.you can do 
little without Book ? Or is ic not rather for filthy Lucre ſake you are 
willing to be ſo.ty*'d, becauſe you know, that without Conformity to 
the Wills of the great Ones in this Matter, you can get no Power to 
compel Peoples earthly things from them ? O what will not the Love 
of Money compel covetous-minded People unto ! 2 Tim. 6. 10,11. 

2, What is that makes you fo to the Biſhop, rather than any other 
Man or Men, for Ordination ? (as you you call it.) Is ir becauſe you 
know or believe that he is more Holy than any other? Or hath more 
Power to confer any Spiritual Gifc apon you, by, {mpoſition of his 
Hands, more than any other ? If you ſay, he hath, where had he it ? 


' -And wherein doth it appear? Or is it not rather that you go now to 


the Biſhop for Ordination, as you or your Brethren went formerly to 
the Claſſical Presbytery (lo called) in Ol;ver*s time, becaule this is the 
Way now, as the other was formerly, to impower yeu to come inte 
Pariſhes, and be their Teachers, and command their earthly things 
from them by Force, whether you do any Spiritual Work for them or 
no? Yea, from ſuchas in the Lords Light ſee you to be no Miniſters of 


fore 
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{1666 fore deny you : Oh that ever ſuch a thing ſhould be among ſuch as pro- 


feſs to be Goſpel Miniſters. . 

3. Whether do you believe that all things in the Church ought to be 
done and ſpoken in the alone Power and Spirit of the Lord Jelus ? And 
if fo, then how can you expect but that God will overturn, overturn all 
Things, until be (to wit, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to waom all Power in 
Heaver and Earth is given) comes r# rule in all and over all, to whom of 
Right it belovgs. So be it. 

And what is the-Cauſe that you are ſo dark in your Minds, as con- 
cerning the Myſtery of Chriſt's Kingdom, and the Spiritual Saving 
Power thereof, if ic be not that mentioned in the third Chapter of 
Aicah's Prophecy, verſe 5, 6, 7; where it is written, Thus ſaith the 
Lord concerning the Prophets that make my: People err, that bite with their 
Teeth, 'and cry Peace, and be that putteth rot into thar Mouths, they even 
prepare War againſt him ;, therefore Night ſhall be unto you, that you ſhall 
not kave 4 Viſion, ard it ſhall be dark unto you, that you ſhall not Divine, 
aid the Sur ſhall go down over the Prophets, and the Day ſhall be dark aver 
them ; then ſhall the Secrs be. aſhamed, aud the Diviners be confounded ; yea, 
they ſhall alt cover their Lips, for there is 10 Anſwer of Ged. 

S9 be not proud, for the Lord hath ſpoken, but ſee in the Dread and 


\ Fear of God, how you can acquit your ſelves from the Charge againſt 
Falſe Prophets and Teachers mentioned in this Paper, and more abun- 


dantly in the Scriptures; For sf you be found in their Sins, bow can ye 
eſcape rheir Plagues? Rev. 18. 4.. For Wo. will b: ts them that ſcek deep to 
hide their Counſel from the Lord, and their Woks are in the dark, and they, 
ſay, who ſeeth us, ara who knoweth us ; ſee Iſa. 29. from ver. 10.to ver.16. 
Read, and conſider, and be, wiſe for your Souls, 


From ce who Travail; for 
the Proſperity of Sion, 
| Thomas Taylor. 


A Strong and Terrible Alarm Sounded out 
- of the Holy Mountain, againſt all the 
Wicked Inhabirants of the Earth. | 


O, Wo unto you Rulers, Prieſts and People, who live with- 

\ \ out the Fear of God, and do hide your Abominations/ in Hy- 

pocrifie and Diſſimulations, yon are got into ſeveral Sets and Opi- 
nions, and there ſome of you have long made a Profeffion of God with 
your Tongues and Lips, but your Hearts are remoyed far from him; 
ſo that your Profeſſion ſtinks in-the Noſtrils of: the Almighty, and he 
Joaths and abhors your Preaching and Praying, for you are weighed; 
and are found too light, your Covering are too narrow; they wilkno 
longer hide you; for now you are ſearching with the true Light 
wich makes you manifeſt, and rips off yonr Coverings, ſo that your 
Nakedneſs appears the Day hath made you manifeſt 5 and. now is the 
Light riſen, and with it you are ſeen to be out of the Life of Truthz 
yea, you are found to be the greateſt Enemies to the Life that be upon 
the Earth, for you ſeek to Murther it whereſoeyer it is brought forth; 
yea, and in all its appearances you ſeek to Suppreſs and Murther: it: 
Remember your Fore-fithers Cryed, Not this Man, but Bairrahas ; and 
your Cry. and PcaQtice is {zen-to be the ſame in Nature now; for in 
you, and by you is the Son of God Cryed againſt, who hath long for- 
born you and, becauſe his Judgments were not ſpeedily executed up- 
on you, have ſtrengthened your felves in your Wickedneſs and [ma- 
giaations, and have provoked the Almighty to Wrath, and have not 
conſidered that his Long: ſuffering towards you. was to have drawn 
you to Repentance; but the Day of your Viſitation you have deſpiſed, 
and have hated the Light of his Son in your Conſciences, which hath 
often ſhewed you your Evil Dzeds; and (@ have'trampl:d the Blood 


of the Covenant under your Feet, and have done d2ſpite unto the Spi- 


rit of Grace, aad have choſen to follow the vain [maginations of your 
own Hearts, and have contemned the Connſel of the Lord, and would 
not that he ſhould Reign over you. For which cauſe his Judzments 
linger not againſt you, but are ready to be poured forth upon your 
Heads, even upon you who have ſold your ſelves to work Ab>mina- 
tion in the ſight of the Lord, and are Worſhipping in the Houle of 
your Imagery, and are joyncd an1 hecome one with the great Whore 


of Babylon, who hath made her felf Drunk with the Blood of the 
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: 1667 Saints and Martyrs of Jeſus, but now is ſhe come in Remembrance "ai 
| eV Vfore the Dreadful and Terrible God, and now ſhall both ſhe and her- 


lovers be Plagued and Tormented togetier. Therefore ye Nobles and: 
Rulers, Captains and Mighty Men, Prieſts and People, High and Low, 
Rich and Poor, Bond and Free, who have Committed Fornication 
with her: Awake to the Judgment, and behold your King, the Old 
Dragon, which is the Devil and Sathan, for he is come forth and de- 
ceives you, and he is come to gather you to the Battle of the great 
Day which is at Hand, for the Harveſt is ripe, andthe: Winepreſs is 
full, and your Fats overflow, and the Meafure of your Iniquities 'is 
great. and now will God be Avenged on you, who will bring you all 
down to the Valley of Deſcifion, even there ſhall the Day of the Lord 
be upon: you, which will bea Day'of Pain and Anguiſh, a Day of Black- 
neſs and Gloomineſs, and of thick Darkneſs unto you that have ſlain 
the Witneſs of God, and have made merry over him: Your Mirth is 
almoft at an end, and inftead thereof ſhall be Mourning and bitter La- 
mentation which ſhall come upon you in one Day, and now is the Day 
of Vengeance Proclaimed, now 415 the Trumpet Sounded forth; behold. 
the Lyon:Roareth. Therefore, O all Inhabirants of the Earth, Fear 
and/Tremble before the Living Dreadful Ged, and Dread ye his Name: 
For; now is he ariſing in his Majeſty and Glory to ſhake Ferribly the 
Earth, the noiſe of a Trumpet goeth before him, which ſoundeth an 
Alarm, Strong and Mighty is he, there goeth a Sword out of his Mouth, 
and a Threſhing Inſtrument is in his Hand, wherewith he will cut down 
the tall Cedars, and threſh the Mountains te Duſt: A Fire proceedeth - 
out of his Mouth alſo, which ſhall deyonr and burn before him, and 


. none ſhall be able to quenci it, and the Breath, that cometh forth of 


his Noſftrils, ſhall ſcatter the Ea:th as the Whirl-wind ſcattereth the 
Duſt: Yea, Terrible and Dreadful will he be unto you wicked, who 
Live in the Earth, you ſhall not be able to+behold nor ſtand in his 
Preſence. Therefore Weep, and Howl, and Lament, for the Miſery 
that is coming upon you, for Deſtruction is at hand; yea, the Lord 
hath decreed an overthrow of the Wicked of the Earth, for now ſhall 
his overflowing Scourge pafs through the Earth, and the. Beeſom of 


-his D:ſtruQion ſhall ſweep you away, except you Repent : For your 


Wordomr, and Murders, and Idolatry, and Drunkennels, and Swear» 
ing, and Lying; and Wantonneſs, .and Prophaneſs is come in Remcm- 
-brafice before the Dreadful and Terrible God, who will be avenged 
on you at once: | 
Rejoice ye Saints, whoare clad with Zeal, and Shout for Joy, yon 
Sons of the moſt High God, and Sing ye Heavens, and you that dive! 
therein, for the Lord is riſen, ye are Witneſſes thereof; Behold he 
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teouſneſs,and to execute his Judgments upon his and your Enemies : The 


Vials of his Wrath are made ready to be. poured out upon them ; and 
his Indignatian is waxen hot againſt them, which ſhall burn, and ſlay, 
and-conlame them unto the.end, Glory, 'Glory, Hogaur, and Domi- 
nion; and Praiſe, be given unto our King, who liveth for ever, for he 
is worthy to reign over all; who-was dead,, but now is he alive, and 
liveth for evermore, and hath redeemed us from the Earth, and bath 
brought us above the Earth, to reign with-him upon tke Earth; eter= 


nal Praiſes to our King for evermore, who is abaveall, and over all;” 


who was before the World-was, and hath broighr” us to reign with 

him eternally above the World. Now here is the Joy and cauſe of our 

Rejaycing, who have'followed ' the-Lamb through great Tribulation, 

and are brought above the Tribulations, to dwell in the Preſence of the 

Living God : This is Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory which ſhall ne- 

ver have an end. Hallelyah to our King for evermore.- _. Ti 
By a Frignd 


4 


W arching for. Sin.. 


Thomas Taylor. | 


O t6-you'that wake:to Sim, "and watch for Iniquity : that ſpend 


Y- their Daysin Vanity,-and ſo bring' themſelves with Sorrow. to + 


the.Graves, and their Souls to the Pit of Deftrution. The- Trumpet 
of the Lord is ſounding, to awaken you to ghe' Judgment of his great 
Day, which burns as an Oven againſt all the Workers of lniquity vpon 
the Face:of the whole Earth. The- Apoſtle ſaith, Awake to. Rjphteohſ= 
neſs. and Sim not:*' 'But 'you that obſerve theſe Poprſh Wakes and Anti- 
chriſtian Revels , you: awake to'Sin and Unrighteouſneſs,' 'with the 
Strength and Delight of your uncircumciſed Hearts; like” the Hexthen 
that know not God. The Papiſts appointed a Feaſt at the Dedication, 


of their old dead Maſs-houſes, and you their Children, ' who uphold - 


theſe Wakes, bear witneſs againſt your ſelves, that you were never yet 
in beart truly ſeparated from their 1dolatrics, ' © the Blindacſs and 
Deadneſs:of your: Teachers, that' cannot bark” agrinſt titts dead Tdol ; 
And therefore doth the Lord warn you all to ſtazd up from the Dua, 
that Chriſt may. be your Light, to ſce ſich wretched and Soul-deftroy- 
ing Vanities asitheſe Wakes are, that {o, rhrongh Repentance far then, 


you. may: find Mercy, and not periſh with them thet, periſh from the right, 


WAay:: | elts GowW's Servant,' ; T-on4 Ta oþ 
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_- Prejudice and Enmity, 
Go! The Ground of Strife and Wars; 


And to come and Embrace the Light of Chriſt Jeſus, 
that they may 'ize themſelves, and come to be 
Saved and Healed, and United in the Love of 
God: : 0 te er tA rene eres ae _ 


T'; Indignation of the Lord is upon all Nations, and kis Fury 
.. upon all their Armies; he will greatly diſtreſs the Inhabitants 
MM. of thc World, he will now: plead the Cauſe of his: C:venant 
-of Light againſt all thoſe that withſtand his Glorious:Appearance, and 
'Work of Reſtoration, in this the day of. bis; Mighty: Power, wherein 
he is giving the Kingdom of his Everlaſting Peace to Ifraef s Secd under 
the whole Heavens, who fear his Great Name, and tremble ar his Al- 
mighty Word of Life, which ſhakes not ovly ;Earchs. but Heaven alſo: 
And now is the Lord God Almighty bringing forth his -Glory to light; 
and creating the new Heavens and new Earth, wherein-dwells Righte- 
-ouineſs, according to.his Promiſe, 1/a. 65. 17, &c, wherein the People 
beat their Swords into Plow-ſhears, and their Spears into Pruring-hooks, 
never to Jearn War any more ; but every_one now that believes in the 
Truth, Chriſt Jeſns, the Ligbr, and true King of Righteouſneſs and 
Peace, ſhall ſit under him, the true Vine, and none to make them afraid, 
Iſa. 2. 2, &c. 

And now, 'even now, is the Lord God Almighty arifen, and got up 
into his high Throne 'of Majeſty and everlaſting Glory'to Reign 3 and 
of this his. Peaceable Kingdom, which he hath: begun to ſet  up-in his. ' 

{Arembling People, there never ſhall be End. "Ehe true-1frael of God |} 
| is of 
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is trow/coming up but of the Spiritual Egyp:. indeed, to poſſes the true 
Land of Promiſe, the Inheritance and* Free Gift of aur God; . and no 


[nchan:ment ſhall now ſtand againſt God's Spiritua] Hoſt, nor Divi- 
nation againſt rhe Redeemed of the Lord, who have known his Won» 
ders in the ep; and known the Out- goings of God's Power againſt 
Pharaoh, and all his Hoſt, inthe Red Sex of his Fiery. Indignation. 
And'now will God be'Exalted in- Judgment, and avenged in Righte- 
ounces, upon all Nation? and People under Heaven, who hold the 
Truth in Unrighteouſneſs, and will riot that God's Holy SonChrilt 
Jeſus, the Light, ſhould reign, though he be come to Reign and Judges 
ia the Earth. For to him, , the: Light, who lighteth every Man that 
cometh into the World; is 'all Power ig Heaven and Earth given, 
And'(his'Lizht!ſhines freely into all your: Heacts,. O a!l Peop'e-of the 
Earthy and ſhineth in the Thickeft' Darkneſs to make manifeſt, the 
Creator's' Will-to.all yonr Conſciences, though your Darkneſs, © 
People, comprehends' it not ; 'but it comprehends you, and: all your 
dark Ways, and deſtroying Yhoughts ; and lets you ſee plainly, That 
for #l'yourigreat'W5rkings, and roilſum Labour in an Out-lide Pro, 


fcfi59 3 yout-Eatthly Wills; you have wrought no Deliverance in the. 


Earth ; 'but your Souls Enemies (tilt ſtand in ſtrength. And it lets you 


ſe:, that for all your S'riving, and Fighting, and Killing, and Spoil-- 


jnz, and Deſtroying one another abort. Earthly Things, you have done 
no good at'hl]}'pibut brought God's Judgments upon all your Souls, and 
pierced your. ſelves through with many Sorrows. - 


- And therefsre/the Heavenly Voice ſounds through the Earth, and | 


calls aloud in Your Ears, and knocks at the” Door of your! Hearts, O 
all P:ople of the World, High and Low, Profeſſor and Prophane, Jews 
ahd Grntdes, Chriſtians, ſo called, and Turks; Ariſe, Ariſe, Awake, 
Awake;*turn in your Minds to the pure Light of Feſus Chrift the Judge 
of Qiick and D:ad, 'the Son of the etetnal God, Creator of Heaven and 
Earth, who died for your: Sins, and "roſe again to giye you a New; 
Holy and Everlaſting Life in himſelf, through Faich in his Name. 
And b:hold, he lives for everm>re. - And all fee and fearch diligently 


in your ſ{elves, what you know of his Holy Life made manifeſt jn you, 


to deſtroy the Body of Sin and Death in you, which.in the days of 
Parkneſs hath: filled -your- Veſſel, and' brought your very Soul, Min 

and Heart into the 'T hraldom- of that Wicked One, who is called the 
D:vil and Satan, and compaſſed with Terrors, an1 Fears, and Aﬀticht- 
ments, your very Life,- and whole Man, becaWe of the Wrath of the 
Almighty, which you'by your Sinful, and Unright-ous, and Unholy 
and Cruel Doings, -b&th againſt God and your Nei? hb5our, bave' FIEY 
up againſt'you; - And: behold, the Earth Ianguiſheth becauſe of the 

«rt , things 3 
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Lao the ſore Evils and grievous. Plagues, do mourn for you, and be- 
a - - wail your Miſery Night. and Day, as-well knowing in the: Light of the 
Wil Lord, what your woful End will be, if theſe Bryars and Thorns, 'and 
| FR noiſom Weeds (:he proper Fruits of the Curſe) be ſtill ſuffered to-grow 
in you, and cumber God's Ground. Oh! how nigh unto Curling is 
that Field, which God's Rain rainsupon, ard yet brings forth no bct- 
ter Fruit, than £:/ling , and Slaying, and Speilirg , and Conſening, and 
Cheating, and Defiling, and Oppreſſing one another, beſides Lying, and 
Swearing, and Cur/ing, and Drunkenneſs, and Pride, and ' Perſecution of 
God's Prem Seed, with all other Abaminations of the World - 
againſt the Holy Light, &c. Checks and Reproofs of the good Spirit 
of the Almighty, both in their own Conſciences, and -the Mouth of 
 God's"Servants, and Holy Witneſs of Truth in the Scriptures, which 
notwithſtanding all theſe their Abominations, many of them profeſs 
to be'their Rule. Hut know, O Man, whoever thou art, or whatſo- 
ever Profeſſion thou art of, that that's thy God and, Ruler, and Father, _ 
and Teacher, and Way , whole Commands thou loveſt, and whoſe 
Works thou doſt,. and whoſe Will in the inward of thy Mind thou 
, Clofeſt with : As Chriſt ſaid to thoſe Lyars, falſe Accuſers and Mur- 
.derers in'his Day, Joh: 8. 4.4, &c. Ye are of your Father the Devil, for 
his Works ye will do;, he was 4 Lyar and Murderer from the beginning. 
So thou that goeſt from the Light of God in thee, which ſhews thee 
. thy Sin, and the evil Luſtings and Delires of thy Fleſh and Mind, thou 
goeſt from Gcd,, and from his Fear , and from the Way of Peace ; 
And fo, thou going from-this, and joyning to evil Motions of Sin in 
thy Fleſh and corrupted Mind, thou joyneft to the Devil, and fo 
bringeft forth Sin, which is the Devil's Work; and the Wages of 
every ſuch Work is Death- And ſo in the very moment of time, in 
which thou doſt the evil Work, whatſoever it be (contrary to. God's 
Light in thee) thou dyeſt the Death; and ſo remwaineſt dead from the 
Life ef. God, and tis bleffed Righteouſneſs, until the 'Day of true Re- 
pentance and Amendment of Life : And then what will it profit thee 
fo have gained the World, or Victory over thy Neighbour, or Satis- 
faRion to thy Luſts, to the Loſs of thy SouPs Life ? 

Therefore Ariſe, Ariſe, Awake, Awake; O all Nations and People ! 
Come forth to rhe Judgment of this great Day of God Almighty : For 
now iS the effe&t of every Vilion to be knowa and felt'in the Earth, and 
the High Towers of the,City of Confuſion, the Myſtery Babylon the 
Great, the Mother of Harlots, hall fall to the Ground z and the Moun- 
Zain 6f the Houſe of the Lord ſhall be exalted over all; yea, the Lord 


| " "lone, and his Righteouſneſs, and Truth, and Peaceable Kingdom on 


the 
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to lay alide all Prejudice and Exynity, | 


185; 


— ——_—— 3. 


the Top of all ſhall ſtand and no Weapon formed againſt him and his 1667 , 
People ſhall ever proſper any more. - 


And how is it, O all Nations, Kings ard People, that yeare not yer 
willing, after ſo long a time krecking at the Gates of your Cities and" 
Dcors of your Hearts, that ye will not open to the King of Glory, 
Chriſt Jeſus, the Light, that lighteth every one that cometh into the World, 
that he may come in, and-be Judge, Lawgiver, and King in the midlt of 
you, that the Deſire-of all Nations may come, and be Head in all t For 
what is it that the Soul that God hath made in all Nations doth deſire, 
but to ſee. it ſelf unburthened of that grievous Corruption, which hath 
defiled it, and io be delivered from that Body of Sin and Death, which 


hath ang doth ſo imbondage it from the beginping, until the Day of: . 
ChriſPs Power be known within, to work the Work of God, and to-- 


deſtroytke Work of the Devil, and to ſave the Soul from its Sin, and 
to preſent-it ſpotleſs to, God, which js the true Salvation indeed ? 
Now this is my Witneſs for God amongſt the Servants and Redeem- 
ed of the Lord this Day, whom the World in Scorn calls Quakers, 
( who aim a Sufferer with them for the Kingdom of God's ſake ) That 
there is none can thus know the Dy of Chriſt's Power to Salvation, 
but as. they believe and recelye that x 
be freely enlightened withal,. which ſhines in their very Hearts and Con- 
ſciences, which ſearcheth their very Hearts and Reins, and maketh ma- 


nifeſt to Man his Thceughts, ahd frym which none: can hide any thing ; - 


but all things are naked and bare bcfore.him, the Light Chriſt: Jeſus, 


who lighteth evcxy Man that cometh inzo the Warld, Few and Gentle, one. 
2nd ather, who ſcarcheth the maſt hidden things of Man, and brings : 


them forth te the Judgment of his Righteoulneſs. For though the 
Night way hide the Adulterer and the Thief from Man, it hides them 
not from God ; thereis one gigh in the Heart and Conſcience, that 
tells Man and Woman all that ever they have dene, and do daily do, 
even their ſecret Thorghts ; ls net this the Chriſt of Gcd, the true 
Meſſiah, that was to come, and 1s come, - and dwells amongſt us? And 
we look not for another, and of his. Fulneſs have all we received, an8 


do daily receive, who believe in his Light, which ſhines in our Hezrts,: 


according to the Scriptures of . Truth. And this the Fulneſs of our 


Blcſſid God and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, the Light, is it which filleth-al 


that come to him with; ai} Spiritual Bleſſings, and Heavenly good. 


Things; and wichout whom all is Darkneſs, Emptineſs, D:ath ang. 


Deſolation, as all the poor, deceived, loft Sons znd Daughters -of the 
faln Adam do ſooner or later know, ant are made to confeſs. * 

But bleſſed are they that conſider of things in time, and lay things, 
toHeart, before it be too late ; For there are but Twelve Hours in 4 
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flighted and neglected the Day of their Viſfitation.. 


Oh Englard ! England! and all Land® far and near, that you' had 
known, or could yet believe the things that belong to your Everlaſting 
Peace, before they be hid from your Eyes. Therefore turn ye, turn ye - 
at.the Reproofs of God's Wiſdom and Spirit of Light and Truth, 
which ſounds through all, and lets you. ſee the Vapity and Evil of- all 
your Works, and Frailty of all your Lives, how. ſoon the Thread of” 
yopr Life is cut off; and then, where are the great Emperors and: 
Kings, with all their Crewns ? And whereare the great Captains and 
Commanders, with all their 'Bloody ViRories? And where are the: 
Wiſe Achjtopbe!'s, and Cunning Counſelors of the Earth, with all their 
Admirers? And” where are the Cavetous Oppreſſors., with all' their- 
Houſes full of the Spoils of the Innocert ? Yeazin'that Day.,where is all: 
the Glory and Lufts of the World, with all the Lovers of it? Surely 
in Darkneſs and. Miſery ſhall they.lye down together, and Death fhall 
have Dowinion over thery, even all who have not believed in the Light, 
Chrift Jefvs, and who haye not followed himin the Regeneration, that 
they might be ſayed'; but have Tpenx their Days in the, Pleaſures and 
Luftsof the prefent Evil World to DeſtruQion. * | 

Now therefore, O all People, Hearken to the Counſel of the Lord 
in this your Day, and learn of the Lamb, the Light, who calls you: to 
Repentance from all your grievous Ways, How long flall the Spirit 


_ of the Lord ſtrive with-you ? When will you.ceafe learning War, and 
* Deftruttion, and Opyreſſion, and: Spoil? O'when will you bear your Swords 


into Plow-ſhares, and your Spears into Pruning-hooks ? O when will you'go 
and ſiy one to another, one Neighbour to another, and one Nation to 


' another, Come let 1 all be humbled before the Lord Godigf Heaven and 


Barth, whe made m4 all of one Blood, to dwell together upon "the Face of the 
Earth in.Truth, Goodneſs and Love to ſerve one another, and ſo as Branches 
of one Tree, to receive Life, and V, ertut, and Power from our God into our 
Souls, to ftrengthen us unto his boly Work, who came not to deſtroy Mens 
Lives, but to ſave them ;, whoſe Kingdoms is not of this World, and therefore 
5s not ſet up or maintained with Carnal Weapons, Vielence and Spoil ;, but by 
the Eternal Spirit of our God, -whoſe Fruit 14 in all Goodneſs, - and Ri7hreouſ- 
eſs, and Truth ? And let not the wicked Devil, the Deſtroyer, deceive 
vs 2ny more by his Lies and Del«ſions ; but' let us all with one Heart 
and Sapl reſiſt his Temptations. When he perſwades ns to ſeek to he 
great in the Earth, and be avenged'on them we count our Enemies, let 
ns not hearken. to him ;; but let. us overcome their Evil. witt\Goodneſs; 
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and not toſeek theDeſtrutiow'of their- Perſons, or 'Spoil 'of their E- 1666 
ſtates, as/the | Hrerbervs do that know not God; but Tet us follow the www. 


Example of Jefus Chriſt, God-manifeſt in Fleſh, who'when he was re- 
vikd, reviled not again, but prayed for ſuch a deſpitefully uſed ine, 
'O-come, {et us follow this 'meck Lamb in Righteoninefs and Truth, 
and learn of him in our: Heart, who is Meck and Lowly, that we may 
find Reſt for our Souls 3 who rebuked' his Diſciples, who wonld have 


had Fire tocomedown from Heaven to deſtroy the Samaritats,' that. 


would not at that time receive Chriſt. For what : kgoweſt thou, 'O 
Man, but the Samaritans may in time cometo a better Mind ; and then 
thou wilt ſee it was thy Will, and not God's, that deſired their De- 
ſtruCion in their Sins. For Chriſt would have all to be ſaved, and 
come to the Knowledge of his Truth: But many will not come to him, 
that they might have Life, and ſo their DeſtruQion is of themſelves, 
and their Condemnation jaſt. And who are thoſe now therefore that 
withſtand the DoQtrine of the Truth, which ſaid, Love your Enemies; 
and ſeek not the DeſtruQtion of their Perſons, and the Spoil of their 
Eſtates; but ſeck by good DoArine and good Life, to bring them out 
of their Sins: Agdif they will not, but rather 'hate thee for thy good 
Will, be content ; thou haſt* quitted thy own Sonl, and art dew of 


their. Blood 3 and ſo thou becomeſt a Sufferer with Jeſus, Chriſt, and _ 


ſhaltReign with him in due time. I ſay, who are theſe now on the 
Earth, that withſtand Truth, and continue in the hateful deſtroying 


Ways of the ©ld Fews and Gemriles,. but fuch as will not be counſelled . 


by the Lamb of God, the Suffering Seed, who ſaid, Learn of me, for '/ 
am meek and lowly in Heart : But are Men of Corrupt Minds, who ac- 
count Gain, and Worldly Honour, and Promotions more than Godlineſs, 
whocries Peace to themſelves in their Sins: And that ſame Spirit in 
them which crie: that falſe Peace ia them; is the ſame rhat ſtirs them up 
ro Kill,  Deftroy, Oppreſs and 'Spoil one another for Sell and Worldly 
Ends. ' of 8 EO | | 
Bit the Lord is ariſen to Judge all theſe Evil Things, and to Redeem 
aSecd to ſerve him, as in the beginning of the Goſpel, before Antj- 
chriſt che Marderer got up amongſt them, that profelſed Chriſt. in 
Words, but denſed him in DeedF; 'who' had a Nante thit they tived 
bat were dead from that. true Life; which was in Chriſt *Jeſus, whom 
in Words they profeIſed. h Cale, 
Anithonghthe Paſſage we feel. now to be: as hard of coming. from 
amongſt the falfe Chriſtians, and Turks, as' it was for the firlt true Chri- 
ſtianiits come! from' amongſt the Fews 'and Gemiles 3 yet The "Mmighty 
Power of onr Gx& is-able over all, and through 11 to e2rry us on to the 
eiid, whom he hath call:td and ſaved witt a mighty Salvation C evey- 
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. IJ Warning to the Nations; : ' 
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x 1667 praiſed be his Namg,) and who: will yet fave: tis © Beloyed Seed -1/racl, 

me _<YY andgather them from'the Eaſt and Welt, 2nd fromthe” North” and 

B South, to fit down. with; Ciriſt in; his' Kingdom © And'ithis'is'no ill 
News to any, but whoare glewed to Deceir, and married”"to lniquity ; 
but it is Glad-tidings indeed to all that love their: Souls, and” the' Ho- 
. nour and Glory of ' Truth : more than: the! things of this periſhing 
Werld. . And | could deſire that.all/who are apt toreafon,:'as the Few; 
did, when they heard the'Declaration of the: Goſpel: of Peace, and 
Kingdom of God, which ſtands in Righteouſneſs and} Peace, ſaying, If 
we let thx go on, then the Romans or Others will come ard take our Place and 
Nation. 1 ſay, that they would conſider, Thet the very Courſe which 
they, to wit the Jews, in the Denial of the: Truth took for ſaving of 
themſelves, broughtutter DeſtruQtion upon them and their Nation.” « / 

But what! ſhall vain Man in his fooliſh faln Wiſcom and. earthly 
Reaſoning, think to be Wiſer than Gad, and to have a greater Care 
and Love to the Creation, than God himſeif, who made ir, hath ? 
What ! fhall Angels at the Birth of Chrift. ſing, Glory ro God on: high, 
and Good-wil to Men; and yet wien the way of God in Chriſt is-pub-» 
liſhed, for bringing this great Work of Sajvation- to paſs, vain Man 

_ - muſt. come in with his falſe Mind; and fay, This is the way to confound 

all Order, and aeſiroy all Good, And that this Doftrine turneth the World 

wp-ſide dowh ; - And that the Meſſengers of Chriſt arc peſtilent Fellows, and 
|. ' Movers of Seaition ? | HR M1] 

[-- O Earth, Earih! Tremble before'the Lord ; for 'thou ſhalt never 

- "have Peace in thy own Ways, thou ſhalt never :be Saved by: thy own 
Strength, thou ſhait never be Eſtabliſhed by thy own Counſcls, thou 
ſhalt never have true Peace, nor any-Plenty within thy Borders, until © 

=" thou bcheveſt the Goſpel, which faith, Learn of Chriſt, whaſe .King: 

* dom is not of this Woxld, and-whoſe Weapons are not Earhal,c but 
Spiritual, Mighty through: God 3-not for the pulling ,down\ of Outs 
ward Walls and Bodies, but for razing, and pulling down, and dc: 
ſtroying the ſtrong Holds of Sin and. Satan in the Hearts cand Lives of 
the Children of Men: For after that, ſaith the Apoſtle, The World by 
Wiſdom knew not God, it pleaſed God. by the  Fooliſhneſs of Preaching, (to 
wit, ſuch DoQt ine as this, which, is ® Croſs and Stumbling: block to. all 


Al. 8. 


_ 


Corrupt Fleſh) to ſave them that believe. | - 

So lay things to heart, ye People of the Wortd, and Inhabitants of: 

all the Earth 3 for God's Purpoſe is not to exalt any Man or Mey of 
this World, or tc glorifie any Fleſh ; but to exalt his own Son, Chr:i{t | 
Jeſns, the heavenly. Man, vbe Lord from Heaven, the Truth over all; 
of whoſe Kingdom and -Government there. ſhali be no End. ' And all 
that obey his Voice, - and for- Obedience thereunto are made "—_ Fa 
, viger 
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"Suffer with-;him,: reign :with; him for evermore : | Bnt all others, 366 
| ay be” ed infir o Turks, or whatever elſe, ſhall be ares 
the Duſt or Chalf be orethe Wind to be ſcattered, as the Lord by his 
-Spirit from the: beginning has faid, and at this time ſpeaketh in his 
- Servant: + +; Ae bore: . 
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To People whole Hearts are turned from the. 


Lord. 


All People, whoſe Hearts are, gone away from the Lord, out of 
his Pure and Holy Fear,  andare in the Broad Ways of the World, 
T Liberty in the Fleſh, ſatisfying the: Luſts and; Deſires thereof, ' ma- 
king Merry over God's Witneſs,- which lyes at prefent as dead amongft . 
you in your Hearts; and ſo:becauſe Judgment is not ſpeedily, and- at 
Pleat executed .upen you,-'therefore are your Hearts in- you wholly : 
Jet,to doevil; and ſo.you grow np like noifom Weeds in-your Vanity, 
-putting far from you the-Evil Day.: And- none layeth. to Heart the Af- 
fiftions of Joſeph, noronſidereth the Sufferings: of the Seed of -God, 
that 1a this preſent Day, and in theſe Nations, are great and many ; 
but you Pipe, and Dance, and Feaſt, -and. Drink,” and Revel, and Fat-' 
ten your Hearts as;in,a Day of Slaughter; -as if: there were no- fach 
thingzaand mind not ;the time to come, [nor take notice of 'tlie pre- 
ſent, wherein.God would gather you: out of your Sins to himſelf, y 
C0 you good for Ever,. but you will-g>t; therefore is your Houſe le 
vnta-yau- deſolate, and- your, preſent Mirth will: be all turned into 
Mourging, ,w hen this-thing -you come ta be made ſenſtble of; by the 
Juſk;Judgments of God, .and his Hand upon :you- | Yea, and all your 
-Temple*Songs will become Howlings alſo in that Day:; :for. what Plea- 
*ſure, O vain People | can-the Lord take in you, or -your Services? 
for in that ſame Mind that all ysur fore-mentioned Evils are: done, -are 
' your Preachinpgs, Prayings, and. Singing Performed ; with the ſame 
Mouth you Bleſs, 'or, rather, ſeem to. \Blefs God! withal;/ wit'y the fame 
Mouth  you,Gprſe, and Swear, and Backbite, ard Slander,and tell 
Lies, and bear. Falſe Witneſs again Men, and Sing your filrhy _—_— 
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- #668 -and all theſe things, 'are Abominationto the pyGe wibtreibde 
-» vv = People ont fromiamongſt Fov, 89 WoMMity hind "Spirie and inthe 
Truth: | | oy "Y 9356 ow 0 _ VY Df: : \ _ uy | o | A) 
| . Brcavſeof Swearing, Drunkenneſs, Wanitornels," Pride, "Coretonſ. | 
Ba - . nefs, and Perſecuting of the Juſt, thou Land of Engla#4, and of thewlidte 
| World, even Mourneth and Languiſheth. So reſts God's Servant and 
Witneſs, in outward Bonds. 


Thomas Taylor, | 
To the Magiſtrates. - 
f O ' the Magiſtrates-of the Town of Srfford,” who are angry with 
with me for coming amongſt you, whilſt the Money-Sermon 
was in hand, and think you do God Service in Perſecuting me for it ; 
be it known unto you, that I:did not Rebuke- the Man in mine own 
Will, but the Lord, by my Mouth, 'did it+for your Souls Sake, that 
you might not always be deceived- with ſuch "Men, whoſe Mouths, not 
the Lord, bot filthy-Lucres opens; for when the'Rich Man'Dies, then 
comes the Sermon at his Buryal, bur * the Poor''Man is put into” the 
= Earth with little Noife, and are ye ſo Ignorant-as to think that the 
; i Lord takes not notice of ſuch things, and doth, and' will” Reprove | 
# - them: Will you Puniſh me, as thoſe of old did the Prophets, for do- 
'/ 8 ing God's Work, and be Guiltlefs* What? 'WilF y6a Tay. with foch 
evil Men, that the Lord hath forſaken the 'Earth;/ and 19'there*Krow- 
ledge inthe moſt Hiph ? And will you'ſay, you-have'a Law, and th:re- 
fore I muſt ſuffer, tho? | ſpoke never ſo truly ; becauſe not :ctording ro 
your Wills, what think you of the Fews, 'who ſaid concerning Chriſt, 
We have a Lew, ard by our Law he” ought to dye. And why conſider 
you not in your ſelves, that'ir is fit for God, by whom he will, to 
call ſuch down as he-gever'fet vp, {as is- come to paſs in this preſent 
Buſineſs. Whether 'you Profecute me upon Mary's Aft, ar upon the 
Oath, you will be guilty of Evil in the fight of Godin both, for in 
the one you will but Imitate, the Papifts in Mary's Da $3 who, by 
that Law, endeavoured" to/ftpp the' Mouth of God's Witneſs 2gainft 
their 'Superſtitious and” Idolatrous' Doings * And by the other, you 
will '\make your felves like them'whom'God had taken'way Os 
E KS, | | whe 
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| who Perſecuted me, becauſe I could not Swear, and ſo break the Com- 
5 mand of Chriſt, . who ſaith unto his, Swear not at all, 
So cenfider what yop do; for it. is-not me, hut the Truth of God 
p in me, that you haye {cr your ſelves agaihſt; for I would not” have 
you deſtr6y' yaur lyes by *ninwnel axaipſt; Gady Fputh; for though 
1 I be as nothing, and you may trample upon-me as a Man, yet God's 
Ever-bleſſed Truth, which dwells in me, and is with me, and for 
me in-this, .as in other of his Works yon'cannot overcome, for Truth 


is ſtronger than all, and hath ever been my help, when Men of*Evil- 


: Minds.have riſen up againſt me'for Frath's Sake, T praiſe the Lord: 
And, ſo I have fond; by. manifo}d Experience,” That Jeruſalem, the 
City of Truth, hath been a burdenſome Stone t0 all that have fought againſt 
it; as ſaith: Scripture, Zechariah 1-2. 3. So'if you be wiſe, you will 
Underſtand, and provide for your Souls Peace, by letting the In- 

- nocent go free, and not keep himin Bondage fer Pleaſing:your ſelves, 
SK Hirelings, ._ whon! Gad is againſt, {for itis not for their Sakes 
that the late, wicked Popiſh Plot”was diſcovered; but: for God's Ever- 
bleſſed Truth's Sake, which*he, is purpoſed” to Exalt'in theſe latter 
Days, and fbr the. ſake of alk; ſuch' as love Truth in Sincerity. Reſts 
God's Suffering Seryant,, and'your Friend; who am; I praiſe God, no- 
more,.nor otherwiſe a diſturber of your Peace; or the Pepples, than 
the Prophet Elias, was in his Days of" that Generation, though ſo by 


them: Accounted, 1 Kings 18. 17, 18. 


And conſider well, in the cool of the Day, what is the reaſon that 
| things go ſo oddly on. concerning tt ofe, People, called Papiſts, who 
ſeek the Hurt. of all; without. Reſpe& of Perſons or Profeſſions, who 

caunot bow. to their Idols : Is if not your Sins, O People, and your 
keeping amongſt you ſo much of the Popiſh Leaven yet UOprgy out 
from, you, as it was the Sins and'Stiperſtitions of 7/rael of old, that 


gavethe Babyloyians ſo mucit advantage againſt them. So buy of Chriſt- 
Eye-ſalve, and aanoint your Eyes with it that you may ſee, and then: 
all things will -be plain to ySu, 


Themas Taylor. 
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= 1670. | ; D 
we To the Generation of Fk(bly Fallen Chriſti. 
"1 | ans, not wotthy the Name of Chriſtians. 


TI Jeſus.came into the World to ſave his People from their Sins, 
and to cleanſe their Hearts and Lives from all-Unrighteouſneſs, 
and not to keep up the-Cuftoms of, the Heathen, ' whoſe: Religion 
ſtands in Eating and Drinking, and Gameing and Sporting, and every 
way ſerving the Lult, of. the Fleſh, -and of the Mind which muſt Periſh: 
for eats for, the. Belly,, and the Belly for Meats, but God. ſhall deſtroy 
. both it and them, [ſaith the Apoſtle: And ſo Chrilts DoAtine-is not that 
People ſhould make fl heed gk the Fleſh to ſatisfie it inthe Luſty 
thereof, with Meats,,;Drinks, Pleaſures, Paſtimes, and all manner of 
fooliſh Inventions, bpt ;that, People, ſhould; abſtain from, Fleſhly Luſts, 
becauſe they War againſt the Soul, . And did not the Apoſtle weep for 
ſuch as made a God of their Belly,” and Gloried in their Shame,” and 
minded Earthly, Things ;; and plainly tells them, That they were Em. 

mics to the Croſs of. Chriſt, and their End was Deſtrudion, Phil. 3. And | 
ſo thou, whoever thou art, that-pretends to Horiour Chriſt, by 'ma- 
* king Proviſion for thy Fleſhly Part, to fatisfe it. in the Liſts thereof, 
thou art no Servant of God and Chriſt in this, but a denyer of is 
Truth; and fo. inſtead of olloming Chriſt in the. Regeneration and 
daily- Creſs,:-and- Self denial, thou, follows Chriſt's Enemy, the great 
Antichriſt and- Satan, . who. hath ſeduced" the:Minds of People from 
Chriſt's. Docrine and Life, into. the Doctrine and Life of all Un- 
righteouſneſs ; and ſo they that Eat,and Drink, -and Game and Sport 
»after the Cyſtome of the Heatheniſh World, their Profeſling of Chrilt 
in Words will do 'them. no. geod. in the Day of the Lord, when God 
will Reward every Man according to their Deeds:; for_now, inſtead 
of a Holy, Pure, Righteous, Self-denying Life "which Gad requires, 
thou offers him an unclean Sacrifice of an unholy and corrupt Life 
which he will not accept : And ſo many fhall come in that Day, and 
ſay Lord, Lord, Open unto w , to whom he will Anſwer, I know ye 
net, depart ye Workers of Iniquity. O dreadful Sentence to ſuch as it 
hits; who, like Eſau, ſell their Birth-right for a meſs of Pottage, and chuſe 
rather ro follow the Fleſhiy, Sinful World in the broad way to Deſtruttion, 
than the Lambs of cif in the ſireight way that leads 'to Life Eternal: 
'So all Awake and Ariſe from your dead defiled Cuſtoms and PraQtices 
of Sſp, to the pure. clean Fear and Worſhip of God; for God is,a 
'Spirit, and Chriſt is a Spiritual Lerd, and will be Werggs and } 
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Served in Spirit, and Truth, and who is this Day ſeeking ſuch to Wor- 
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ſhip him, who ſhall bring forth Frnits te him worthy, amendment ef ww 


Life, Ad one thing is-needfal,” ſaith Chriſt, anvd Mary that ſare at his 


Feet hearing bus Word, chuſed that good» Part which ſhall never be taken from 
her ; but Martha was cumnbred about much in the outward; as too many 
are now, and that in a Heart far from that of Afary's Heart, to their 
Souls great diſadvantage. So he chat hath an Ear, let him hear, for theſe 


Words are Faithful and True. | 
Thomas T aylor. 


La 


To the King, 


That the King and all his Councils, the Parliament and the 

Q Reſt would hear, and believe theſe Words; for jn the Truth 
| bus written, 

d ſent to them for that purpoſe; Conſider of your ways, for thus 


aith the Lord, the Holy One, Creator of Heaven and Earth, Mine 


the Precions and the Vile, but have numbred. my People, who tremble at my 


' Word, with the Tranſgreſſors, and will not hear the Voice of my Month to 


let my Iſrael have th:ir Liberty ts meet together in my own free yh as 
I have T aught them to wait upon me, and to Edify one another sn thesr moſt 


. 


: Anger is kindled ag ainſt you, becauſe you have not made a Separation betwixt - | 


Hely Faith ; but you will Puniſh them, and Afﬀirit them, and evil Intreat © 


them for this, and ſurely if you go on in this Work, and think, to deſtroy this 
my Heritage from being « People -upon the Earth, and to Root them up from 
bearing a Teſtimony to my Name in their Holy Aſſemblies before the Chil- 
dren of Men, I will Work Wonders ;, yea, I will Work Wonders, and make 
all the Earth to know that theſe your Thenghts and your Doings are againſt 
the Lord and his People, as truly as ever Pharoah azd Egypt, and the Na- 
tions there abouts, in that Day of Ifracl's Oppreſſions and Deliverances (did 
know) have you uo Underſtanding, that you would eat up my People 4s Bread, 
ſaith the Lord, i: whoſe hand is your Breath, Oh! that you could once 
lay things toe Heart what you have done, and what you ſhould do 
and not ftill take Counſel at a wrong Spirit, which hurries you thus 
on in a way that is not good, to the grief of God's Spirit. and, in 


_ the end, (ifcontiaued in) your own DeftruQion, have you not Heard, 
a and do not you Read, . what God hath done is former times to greas 

Kings and frong Nations, for ay Doings againſt bis People 3 and 
' Dd' do 
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1670 do you not know” that the Came" Evil Spirit which cauſes you in 
ww other things to. do: what you ought not'to do, and to Jeave undohe 


whav you ought to do, is the: putter of yon forward in this grievous 
Work of Perlecuting the Seed: of God, who Fear and Tremble at his 
Word, and work-out their Salvation-with Fear and Frembling, as the 
Lord Commands ; and who, - in'their'Mectings, never-Fad, nor-at this 
ay'have.any. other end, but-ro'Glorifie'their God, the'true God over 
all; in obeying his Voice with a true good Will in our Hearts towards 
all Men; without the leaſt thought of Evil to any, as God's true Wit- 
neſs in all Conſciences, where it is harkened unto, doth plainly Te- 
Kific at this Days as it hath done ever ſince we were to God a People : 
For from-War; Bloodfhed, Wrong-and: Spoil hath"the” Lord called 
and delivered onr Souls into his Holy Habitation of Truth, Peace and 
Love; that as Lambs we- might in the midſt of the Earth ſtand in 
Chriſt's Innocency, to bold forth the Virtues of God, who hath Bleſſed 
usin Chriſt Jeſus, with the Knowledge pf himſelf, . whom to.knoy- is 
Life Eternal : And fo if:yot hate us becauſe God toves tis, wharfwill 
be the end; , Confider: confider, this matter Ts of the weightieft 
Nature: And ſo, though at preſent, by reaſon of. the Darknefs that: 
is upon your Minds, you do-not ſee ns as 'we are, but.preſegt us- to 
your ſelves,as Evil-doers,or fo ; yet ſecing you know in your own Cog- 
ſciences, as in Words alſo you often Confeſs that in other things you 
are miſerable Offenders ; you-ought tq be more' Moderate, Sparing and 
Careful -what you do in this preſent*matter concerning us : becauſe: - 
where Sin is, and remains, there mult of neceſſity be a want of Ability 
as to the right judging and diſcerning of Men and Matters Spiritual, as 
Chrift foretold of ſome, that, through the Error of their Minds, ſhould 
think they did God Service, when they were Killing his Children: 
This. was a ſad Miftake: * Therefore let this be upon. your Hearts 
when you lye down, 'and when you riſe up, and when you ſit in 
Counſel, and walk by the' Way, to keep you from Sinning this 
great Sin againſt God, for never did any ſtrive againſt God ana P: o- 
ſper; and thus, in God's Spirit, having given you.in a few Words, 
a hint of what certainly is, and wilt be: And fo liaving cjeared my 
Conſcience'to: God, and paid my debt of Love to you in this matter, 1 
leaveallto him,-w ho is the righteous Judge; and thic true Pleager of the 
Cavſeof the Innocent in all Generations,and the Avenger of.a} Wron2s 
that are done npon the Ezrth ;-and reft&his Servant, in,whoſe 1 -9ye IS 
my:Sonls'Life, who am a'Sufferer for the Teftimony of the E\etaſting 
Ervth, amongſt the. DeſpiſetPcoplz of Bad, whom tlie rid s,10 / 
Scorn, eall'Cuaters ;, yet theReproach.of Chrilt to us is gteit Ricgcs., 
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of God. _ | 


OW long, © ye People of this preſent time, will ye grieve and 
burden the Spirit of the Lord with your Works? How long 
ſhall he ſuffer your Manners unpuniſhed ? Is it not high time for the 
Lord to lay to his Hand, ſeeing you have ſo covered his Law with 
your Traditions and vain, Cuſtoms, that” the poor People can hardly 


find ay one thing you do, favouring of Pure Chriſtian DoQrine, or 


the Apoſtles PraQtice ? But the Hand of the Man of Sin is the Worker 
in you, and by the power of the Earth is your Building upheld ; But Wo 


' to the Building which the Lord hath not builded, and Wo to the 


Builders of that Hoaſe wherein all the Wicked of the World inhabit, 
Iye down, and are at eaſe, and bring forth their Young : Is this the 
Charch of God? Nay, nay, this is the Synagogue of  Kiky and not 
of the Living God, for the Houſe of God is Holy, and nothing but Hali- 
neſs dwells there, nothing that defileth can enter this day into God's 
Temple, for Holineſs is the Ornament of Gods Houſe for ever. So 
Wo to the falſe Builders and Daubers, that cry Peace to People intheir 
Sins ; the Lord ſpeaks no Peace to any Sinners, bat Judgments, Plagues, 
and Woes to Prieſts and People who live in their Sins, and plead for 
a Continuance in Sin as long as they live, as at this day. Wo-to the 
vaſpiritual Men, that bind heayy Burdens upon others, and will not 
tonch them with one of their Fingers; that bind the poor Men whom 
they call Wardens of their Church, by Oath, to do impoſſible 
things, and puniſh them that make Conſcience of their Ways: and date 
not Swear nor Forſwear, but would keep their Hearts clean to Chriſt, 
in whoſe Church is neither Swearing nor Forſwearing this day, bat the 
Yeais Yea, and the Nay is Nay. inall things, in Truth and Righteouſ- 
neſs. But Wo to the wicked World, that takes God's Name in their 
polluted Lips, the Lord is ariſen to judge thee in Flames of Fire, for 
the day of the Lord is dawned upon thee,and thy building will he thrown 
down, and a viſible downfall hall Babylon have-upon the Face of all the 
Earth, for the Paſtors have not gathered in, nor viſited with Truth, the 
good: Seed, but with Force 'and Violenes over. it do they Rules and 
therefore is the Lord ariſen to plead the'Gauſt of the. Poor and Inno- 
cent, as the/Month of the:Lord/bath ſaid: So beat.> ..... - | 
Andler allthe Earth feir and tremble before the: Lowthis.day,'f r 
'our God, the true God, is a conſuming Fire, and will by no mea $ 
acquit the Guilty. | Fhowings 1 6aylor . 
4 | DS 4: - To 


. | | ' 1670 
An Exhortation to remember-the Judgments www 


—&od's Wirtue and Eoodnels extolled. 


Fo the Uneclean Communicants. 


OU thet tell of a Communion, and ſay, you cat Bread and drink 0 

Wine .in remembrance of. Chriſt's Death, and yet. live in your 
Sins, confeſſing with your own Mouths, that you daily leave nndone 
that which: you ought to have done, and de what you 'ought not to do, 
and that there is no Health in you : Conſider of your Ways, and ſee 
in what your FeHowſhip and Communion ſtands, Doth. it not ſtand in 
Sin and Diſobedience ?. And examine your ſelves what you eat, Do you 
not eat Damnation to your ſelves, not diſcerning the Lords Bady ? For. 
the Lord's Body is Holy, . but you are Unholy, and live in Unholineſs, 
as your ſelves confeſs, and as is manifeſt in your Lives and Converſa- 
tions ;: ſo you have cut your ſelves off . from being of Chrif®s Holy 
Body, you that live in. your Sins, and do your own Wills, and leave 
- undone that which he wills now to do; for no unholy or unclean 
thing can be joyned to Chriſt's holy Body. Again, Chriſt's Body is a 
ſound and healthful Body, and no Leper in it, but you have no Health 
' in zou, as you'canfeſs, and ſo you are of that Body and Number who 
hare.not as-yet. ſa much as touched the Hem of ChriſPs Garment with 
a true Heart, but are;in the Mud, and Filth, and Diſeaſedneſs of this 
ſinful loſt-World, through which the whellom Waters of Ged's San- 
. - Qtuary, have not run to cleanſe you: So all you do in this your ſinful 
* State, is unclean in the ſight of God, and he can take no pleaſure in 
your ſeeming Services, becauſe of your Sins, For as the Leperous Bo- 
dies under the Law, were ſhut out of tie outward typical holy Place, 
Þ the Spiritually Defiled are altogether unfit, in this day, to enter into, 
or have. Communion with any thing of Chriſt's Kingdam. | 


: Thomas Taylor, 


——— 


| God's Virtue and Goodneſs E xtolled.. 


Thou pure God: of all Heavenly Glory, Virtue and Goodneſs, 

' how Holy are all thy Ways, and Righteous all thy Judgments ! O 
how plainly and clearly haſt thon manifeſted thy Mind and Will to 
Mankind-in all Generations, and efpecially ſince the firſt publifhing of 
| 1 957" and in this of ours, and yet alas with grief of 'Heart may 

it be aid, never was the Earth more byrthened with. the. Evil of her 
| En Iababitar ©: 


=” 
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Inhabitants than at this day ; never was there more provoking of God 1670 | 
by evil Cuſtoms and bad Doings than now, They ſpend their Days in ww | 
ſatisfying the Luſts of. the Fleſh, and of the Mind, that is Earthly, Sen- 
ſual and Deviliſh, and ſay in their Hearts unto God, Depart from us, for 
we deſire not the Knowledge of thy Ways, The ſtrait way of Chriſt they 
perfe&tly hate, and the broad way of the World, which leads to De- 
ſtruſtion, they willingly chufe, becauſe their Hearts are evil; and to 
Chriſt's Light they will not bring their Deeds, becauſe they be ſo evil, 
that the Light will utterly condemn them. And thus in the Blindneſs 
of their uncircumciſed Hearts, they heap up Wrath againſt the Day of 
Wrath and Revelation of God's jxt Judgments upon them. And though 
the Trumpet of the Lord hath been plentifully ſounded amongſt them, 
yet they will not hear nor awaken to Judgment, but ſay in their Hearts, 
Yet a little more Sleep, yet a little more folding of the Hands to Slums: 
ber, the Judgment is far off, we will not forego our preſent Pleaſures 
and worldly Delights for Glory to come; Where is he that's come 
from the Dead to tell us what's in another World ? .Let's Eatand Drink 
and take our Fill of Pleafures, for to-morrow we Dye and arenot, ſay 
they. Othe Wretched, O the Atheiſtical Hearts of the Men of this 
preſent evil and adalterous Generation! The Lord is gathering his 
Lots from amongſt them into his happy Fold of Truth and Reſt, that 
the Judgments of God: may haſten upon the wicked Sodom and Egype 
who burden the Juſt; that God's righteous Soul may be eaſed of them :- 
' Even ſo come Lord Jeſus, for thow art worthy to reign, ſaith my Soul. 


Thomas Taylor. 


Richard 
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Richard Baxters 
B O O K: 
ENTITULE D, 
The Cure of Church-Diwviſzons, 


ANSWER and CONFUTED;| | 
And he PROV'D tobe a 


Phyſician of no Ualue; 


Who hath Manifefted his Folly and Weakneſs in 
Undertaking a Work which he hath fo little || 
Underſtanding in. 1 


E By THOMAS TAYLOR. 


For, from the lealt of them, even unto the greateſt o of them, every on one | 'F 

 & piven to Coverouſueſs, &c. ——They have HealPd alſo the | 'Þ 
Hurt of the Daughter of my People with _— woras, ſaying, Peace, |' 
Peace, when there is no Peac?, Jer. 6. 13, 14, 

——Bat ye are Forgers. of Lies ; ye are all Phyſicians of no Value, | 


Job 13. 4. 


— 
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E Richard Baxter's* 


ENTITULED 
The Cure of Church-Diviſons. 
ANSWER'D and CONFUTED. 


ICHARD BAXTER, a Man, who through a ſhew of 
R Learning and Religion , had gotten (in Oliver CromwelPs 
1ays) a great Eſteem in the Minds of the Ignorantly Zea. 
lous Profeilors of Religion in this Nation, and eſpecially in the Parts of 
Worceſtcr-ſhire, about Kidderminſter, * (where he then refided) hath fince 
the Ci:ange of the Times, and coming in of the Old Common»Prayer« 
Book-again, much manifeſted his Nakedneſs, Confulion, and Unſound- 
 nefs toevery Eye, that in any meaſure is open to ſee the difference of 
Truthand Error in the ground of ir, as by his Works appear: And 
that it is ſo, amongſt other things, that Book of his, faſly calPd, The 
Cure of Church-Dirifions, which I have now under-hand to Anſwer, doth 
plainly manifeſt : For, inſtead of Curing. Diviſions, he hath ſhew'd 
himſelf to be a Pbyſician of-0 Value, and ſo inſtead of Caring, hath ſtruck 
at ( undera Fudas Kiis of Unity and Concord ) the very Life and 
Foundation of all true Chriſtian Unity and Amity; to wit, The Free 
and Perfet Teachings, and Gifts, and Work of the Spirit of Truth, 
(the Spirit of the Father and Son in his Believing Members) whereby 
they cry ig 2 ſpotleſs Mind, Abba Father, and freely and powerfully 
declare the Glory of his Kingdom to the Children of Men; and inſtead 
thereof, would bring inard eſtabliſh that Soul-deceiving and Church- 
dividing DoCtrine of Humane Learning and Humane Helps, as abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to the procuring and engaging, as it were, the Holpun- 
limited God to giye unto the Creature his Holy Spit it, and the Know- 
ledge of the MyRteries of his Etzrnal Will and Kingdom for the ſame 3; 
as in Anſwer to an Objettion inthe 6th Page of his Book, in-bis. firſt 
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71 DireQtion ( fo calPd) is to be ſeen. 
Carnal Reaſonings, 
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Fhe Obj:Ation againſt his 
for Old Men's Knowledge, -is in Page 5. where 
he ſaith, DE 

* 1 now thoſe that. I have to do with wil. ſay, That Divinity is not learn'd 
by Labour and Men's teaeWing ,as other. Sciences and Arts are , but by Teach- 
ing ( 1 add, yea, and woſt free Gifs ) of the Spirit of God, and therefore 
the Youngeſt may have 4s mmcb of 1t 4s the Elaeft. 

And to this R. B. there thus Anſwers. . 

Anſw. There js ſome Truth ( faith he ) and. ſome Falſhogd, and much 
Confuſion in this Objeftion. ; 

Bur let us hear how this R.-B. proves that, that there is either 
Falſhood or Confuſion in the Obj<Qion. ; 

It is true ( Caith he ) that the Saving Knowledge of Divinity muſt be 
taught by the Spirit of G od ; but it 1s faiſe, that Labour and Humane Teach- 
" are rot the Means which muſt be us'd by them who will have the Teaching 

the Epirtt. 

: Reply, But O' the Darkneſs, yea, rather Enmity, that is in R. B's 
Heart againſt the free Teaching of God's Spirit! That he. would find 
any ibing againſt ſo plain and manifeſt Truth, as is in this ObjeCtion / 
But.what will oot Fleſh do that 1s lifced up with Conceits of his own 
Wiſdom, to keep up its Honour before the People, rather than the 
Pure Undoubted Truth. of the Goſpel, and Self-abaſing Spirit of 
Truth, ſhould Reignand have the Preh:minence. | 
' But tto this I ſay, that. a Child of Light, in the Jeaſt Meaſure, doth 
eaſily ſee the Falſhood of that Spirit, by which this R. B. isaCted in this 
his Anſwer : For the Wind of the Spirit bloweth where it liſteth, and 
thon heareft the ſound thereof, thou natural Man 3 but neither knows 
whence it comes, nor whither it goes z ſo is every one that is Born of 
God: And without this Birth, all thy Knewledge is Damning, not 
Saving, Fohn 3. 7,8, &'c. And Yob 32, .7.8. 1 ſaid, Days ſhould Speak, 
and mi l:itud: of Years ſhould Teach Wiſdom : But there is 4 Spirit in Man ;, 
and the Inſpiration of the Almighty griverh them underſtanding. And faith 
God, It ſhall come to paſs in the laſt Days, that I will pour out my Spirit up- 
on all Fleſh ; and they ſhall all know me, from the leaſt to the greateſt : Tea, 
and [ſoung-men ſhall ſee Viſions, and Servants and Hand- maids ſhall Prophe- 
ſie: And ye have rec:ived an Unition from the Holy One.: And ye know all. 
things, ( faith the Apoſtle Fohn) and ye need 10t that any Mau teach 
you. This is the Day of the Lord, wherein theſe things are fulglld; 
prais'd be God : And ,the New Covenant abvndantly-witneſs'd in the 
Children of. Light, whon? this wicked Book of R. &?s ſtrikes at; but 
his Wickedneſs turns upon his own Pate, and his '@wn Iniquities ſhall 
ſly him : For he, by his Carnal Wiſdom, would darken” Knowledge, 


[AUN) 


- 


Inluwer'd and Confitted. = . 
and ſhut the Kingdom of Heaven againſt Men, as his Predeceſſors of x 67 
Old, the Phariſces mention*d Mar. 23. did : But the Lord hath opermd wyw 
a Door tothe Believing Souls this Day, which all the Powers of Dark- 
neſs ſhall never be able to ſhut ; Glory to his Name for Ever. 
But what is that. Labour and Humane Means that People muſt uſe for 
getting the Spirir- of God, or Saving Knowledge of Divinity, as he 
"calls it ? Is it tumbling over a Rack of Books, ſtuffed with Art and Hu- 
mane Wifdom, or Learning from below, as this R. B. hath long done, 2 
tothe darkning of his Heart from the Knowledge of God, and Way of 
| bis Spirit ; ſo that he knows nothing of- it, after all his long loſt La- 
bour, bur what he knows natvrally, as a Brute Beaſt (and that's plain) 
for it ſanQifies him not, as by his confeſſing, That his beſt Duties, 
even his Prayers, are not without Sin; and affirming, That no Man 
prays without Sin ? Asin his Bcok is to be ſeen, Page 195. and in his 
'Preface. | 5 
. + And ſo the Prayer of Faith, and Preaching by the Spirit, he is ig- 
noranr of ; yea, Preaching by the Spirit is become a Mock and a De- 
rifion to him and his Bretbren at this Day : But Pan!, and all the Mj- 
niſters of Chriſt, Magnifie the Free Graceand Infinite Gift of the Spi- 
rit of God, according to that ( 2 Cor. 3. ) ſaying, Not that we are ſuffi 
ciert of our ſelves to think a good Thought ; but our Ability is of God, who hath 
made us able Miniſters of the New Teſtament ;, not of the Letter, but of the 
Spirit ; for the Letter kills, but the Spirit gives Life: And that which the 
Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, mor hath entred into _the Heart of Han . 
(or Humane Heart) to conceive, hath God reveal'd to ws by his Spirit ;, ” 
for the Spirit ſearcheth all thirgs, yea, the Deep T hings of God; and which 
Things we Preach or Sp not in the words which Mars ( or Humane.) 
Wiſdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, comparing Spiritual 
things with Spiriiual, 1 Cor. 2. | 
. Bui this R. B, comparing Spiritual Things with Carnal, is not wiſe, 
who, becauſe Old Men, and long Students in Arts and worldly Sciences, 
are moſt Witſe, or likely to-be ſo; therefore they that Labour and 
Study. moſt in Books of Divinity ( ſo call'd') get moſt of the Spirit's 
Teaching, | | 
O fad! that ever the Minds of the Children of Men ſhould be ſo co- 
verd with Darkneſs, and yet read the Scripture of Truth, which wit= 
neſſes to no orfe thing more than to the Free Teachings of the Spirit of 
God, without Humane Helps / For all the Help tbat is Humane, . or. 
that Man -whois ( ab humo, that is) from the Earth can afford, is but 
Natural, and of this World, which comes to nought ; therefore. is it 
faid,, That none of the Princes (that is, the Chief Men) of this 
World knew the Myſtery of Chriſt _ his Kingdom then, which made 
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671 them ſo Band againſt him, ſee the 2d Pſalm. And the Natural Man, 


_ . is mavifeſt ; and ſo, not being ſent and euabled by Ged's Spirit, they- 
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with all his Natura} Means, diſcerns not the "things of the Spirit of 
God, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcern'd : S@every one that world 
know the. Mind of the Spirit of God, muſt come to feel (through the 
Moſt Holy Faith) a meaſure of it in themſelves: For, after ye believd, 
ye were Seal'd mwith.the Spirit of Promiſe, ſaith Paul: And the Word 
Is nigh thee, even Ih thy Heart avd Mouth: O thou that haſt an Ear to 
hear, hear what the Spirit ſpeaks, even the Word of Faith, which we 
Preach: Therefore go not forth from the Anointing of 'God in thy 
Heatt, to hear the frothy and falſe DoQrine of ſuch as R.B, who have 
"Tun and ſet up themſelves by their Hnmane Helps, in the Place of 
. Teachers, and God never ſent: them, and therefore they cannot profit 
the People at all; but lead them about, like filly Women, laden with 
divers Sins and Luſts; yea, in their Prayers and beſt Performances, as 


can never lead you to it, but from it, as is manifelþ. 


Alſo R. B. in Page 6. before-mention'd, ſaith, The Objeftion hath 
much Confuſion in it. ( And how proves he that ? But by faying ) 
I. It confounatth the Spirii?s teaching 14, by inditing the Scripture nith the 
Spirits teaching us the meaning of the Scriptures, 2. Arad it confoundeth the ' 
Common Knowledge of Divinity, mith the Saving Knowledge of it.” No 
Man cometh to a Common Knowledge, fit for a Teacher of others, without the 
Spirits reaching by the Scriptures ; for that was the firft part of the Spirits 
teaching us, to inſpire the Prop.,cts and Apoſtles, to deliver a Teaching Word 
zo the Churches, by which we might all be taught of God through all Genera= 
tions. But many Men have Excellent Common KYguledye by this Word, 
and ['y the Commen Help of the Spirit, without that "Special Help, which be- 
getteth Saving Knowledge : And all Knonl-age requireth Time nnd Labour 
#0 obtain it, though the Spirit giveth it, and though it may be ſanttified 10 w in 
« little time ;, but that may be a means of ſaving others, which ſavethnot the - 
Man that hath it. CE | h 

And in Page 114. farther faith,: Take them not for no” Miniſters that- 
want Grace totally : And marvel not that Gifts are more neceſſary to. thi vas | 
lidity of Minit» ation, than Grace is ; he may perform the Ojjice of a Mini- 
fter to the Benefit of the Chuich, that hath no Saving Gratt at all, Thus 
far R, B. | 4? 98 


'O! What Sorcery. and: Egyptian-darkreſs is here, to make void the” 
New Covenant, . and Free Gratiqus Teachings'of-the Spirit of - God in”. 
theſ: Days, and to Eſtabliſh rhe Letter infliezoom and ſtead thereof,” 
which only witneſſes to it, and is a Declaration conceraing ey the-- 
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+21. Anſwer d'and'Confuted, 


.Spirit of God did in them; and in! tht World +before Chriſt's conng in 
* "the; Fleſh and what wasdone during his being in it, and what the Spi- 
rit would. do in; the Believing Soils; and in'the World after that time ? 
But this the Hirelings do, that they' by cheir trading with, and giving 
"their: falſe meaningsupan'the Scriptures,” they may keep the P.ople in 
Mlnderhs and fo from the Anointing; and” Teaching, and Enjoyment 
of that Spirit that. was in them. that gave forth Scriptures, that they 
may not ſee their deceitful Do&rines and Merchandizes, leſt they ſhould 
buy no more; of them: For no Man that knows the badneſs of Baylor 
will buy them any more, and then wi!l the Merchants of Souls mourn: 
For, they. that-know the Lord, 'and his Spirits Teaching in them, which 
is the, Good Old Way, yea; 'and the ever New, Freſh, Profitable, and 
Living VVAY;: will follow no more ſuch Men, as would bring in, 
and eltabliſh a Graceleſs Miniſtry, as this R. B. doth here, to his Shame. 


Bur ſuch Graceteſs Prieſts the Lord: will have none of ; nor his People 


neither, For my Sheep hear my Voice, ſaich Chriſt, anda ſtranger they will 
not hear > Surely a Graczleſs Man is this Stranger : They (to wit, grace- 
leſs Men, ſaith Fohz, 1 Epilt. 4.) are of the World, and the World hear « 
them ; we areof Goa; Stewards of the manifold Grace of God, 1 Pet. 4.10. 
And they that are of God hear us.-- © © - | 

, Andfp, Ever Bleſs'd and Prais'd be the Great and Glorious Name of 
the Lord, }z\ys,: who hack reſtor?d to'them that Obey him, the.Glorious; 
' Doctrine. of 436 Spivit?Texthing, as-was 4n the Apoſtles Days, ac-. 
cording .to his true. Promiſe; where all in the Truth ( of which we, the 
People of -God; in'Scorn call'd 2xters, are Members) is done in and 
Þy the, Holy Spirit, praisd:be'God; and nothing own'd amongſt us, 
but whar 4s'ſo doffes Here is Praying in and by the Ys 7s and Preach- 
igg. in and» bythe: Spiric,! and Singing in and by the Spirit of our Holy 
Lord Gotl ;:avd ſo the'Aead-bcing Spiritual, and the Members of the 
Body every one:Spiritual,'( for we areall Baptized by one Holy Spirirt 
iato the:one: Heavenly Body ) our Food is: alſo Spiritual Heavenly 
Bread, ang Heavenly Wine, and the Water Spiritual that ſanRifies us, 
and} mak; $,,s ciran'to Gnd in 41 our Sacrifices and' Services: For Chrift 
gave ibimiel far his Church, which is his Body, that he might waſh it, 
and, preſent; it; fpotieſs to himſelf, and without all Deformity, by the 
walhing,of Water: (even the: Water of Life) in the Word of Life, 

* the Creating, Word of the Everlaſtins Father, which is Spiritand Life, 
the Reſurreftion and ihe Life if) every believing Soul; for we are Re- 
deemed.from Death ahereby, that we might- for Ever hereaſter ſerve 
God, 410 the gewneſs of his own Spirir, and not in the oldneſs of the- 
'Eetrer, 'as.all ſyuch do-as know no other Teaching Word but the Letter, 
as this 8.-B...doth ;. and/fo they: having gotten a little Brain- $a alth 
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£671 by their Humane 
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Helps, 3nd not, by- the Spiritiaf: Truth, they- wreſt 
S:ripture.to their own and others, Deſtru&ion,. deſiring! and boaſting 
them {clves to. be Maſters and-. T:cackers of others, whilſt themſtlves 
need teaching uw hat the very Principles, or begincing Dearines of the 
true Chriſtian Religion, is,. as-is. plainly- manifeſted by bis ſceking ro 
bring in 4 graceleſs Viniſter, -or Wolt inta Chriſt's Fold, ſutely tlie 
Wolf comes not but.to rob and deſtroy. Al that evr came before nie, 
faith Chriſt, are Thieves and Roi bers, and never came in by the Door, as 
Its plain, - the Graceleſs Man doth not, but hath clin:b'd up another 
way by his Humane Helps, as Baxter ſpeaks; ard to this purpoſe, ſee 
Fohn the ioth, and Mar. 23. where Chriſt at large ſets forth ſuch Wolf- 


 tfh Teachers ;. who. can. perk theuſelves up. in Flaces of Teachers, by 


the World*s help outwarcly ; but will neither entcr into the Kingdom of 


God themſelves, nor ſuffer others, but ſhut up the Kingaom of Heaven againſt 


Men, by ſuch deceitful Doctrine and . Amichriſtian Inventions, as this 
KR, B. hath, by ſaying, That Gifts are more necifſary to the validity of 
Atiniſiratior, than Grace is; and that: he may perform the Office of a 
Miniſter to the Benefit of the Church, -that hath ro Saving Grace at «I}; 
*And all Knowledge requireth Time and Labourtorobtain it, though the Spirit 
giveth it ; which laſt ſaying doth diretly thwart and' contradi@ the 
Scripture ;, which ſaith,. / wa- found of them rhat ſought me-not, Ifx. 65. 1. 
And Paul ſets believing and working in this great Matter of the Know - 
kdge of God and Chriſt.to Salvation, one againſt: the other, asthe way 


_ "of the Law and Goſpel; fur :0 him that werketh, ſai:h he, « the Reward 


reckon*d of Debi,not Gift of Grace ;, but to him that Believerh it wof Grace, 10 
the Glory of Goa*s great Love to Man; for ſaith the Ecripture,God ſo loved 
the World, that he gave bu Son, that whoſoever on him belfeve," ſhould nor pe- 
riſh, but have Life Eternal : And none can truly. ſayg but thoſe dre' the 
beft knowers, and wilſcſt People, that have-Eternal Life: in: them, 
though they never laboured for it, nor ſought for it 3 and fo ſuch as 
this R. B, who looks at all, as obtain'd by Time and Labour, they are 
thoſe Spiritual Proud Ones, who are (wel'ed fo big with Spirituz] Pride, 
that Self-idolizing Sin, which, as,himſelt faith, in his ſecond DireCti- 
on { fo catied) is the. great Rebel againlt God, the. chief part of the 
Devils Image, that-one Sin which breaketh every Commandment; the 
Heart of the Old Man, the -Roor, and Parent, and/ Summary of all 
other Sin; the Antichriſtian Vice, which is moſt dir«&ly contrary to 
the Life of Chriſt, &c. and thele Letter- wiſe Men, that have' paiched 
together a Garment of Fig-leayes, to cover their ſinful-Nakedrefs; are. 
Proud of meer ſuppoſed Spiritual Excellencies:; 'for- rhe-w>y of -the- 
Bleſſed Spirit, and its fiee Gifts, and free Workings'in the Children of 
Men, they arc ſtrangers unto ; and then through their Hyumante Learn- 
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ing, and loſt Lahour, having gotren a little or a greac deal of talk trom 
the Letcer of the Scripture concerning Religion, intheir Earthly Spirits, 
which ſecs nothing of the Kingdom of God ; they condemn the Gene- 


ration of the Juſt, whom God teacheth and 'Bleſſeth with all Spiritual. 


Knowledge in Heavenly Things, and call- chem Spiriruclly Proud ;, be- 
cauſe chey cannot bur ſpeak very highly, and yet in the trueſt humility 


of Heart, concerning the great Tx.ings that God hath done for their. 
Souls 3 and becauſe they cannot join with the Wicked whom God-ab-: 


horreth, neither in theic Worſhip, nor other ſinful Cuſtoms. | 
And ſo out of that Oid Bottel, come. all thoſe unſavoury Expreſlions 


of R. B. before-mentioned, againſt the free Teachings of God's Spirit; 


yea, ſo great an Enemy he is to the wholiom DoQrige of Free Grace, 


that Page 7. he ſaith, 1s it not Blaſpheming of God's Spirit, to make it the 


Patron of Mens ſloth ana idleneſs under pretence of Magnifying Grace # 


— @ 5 


1070. 


Te which | anſwer, T hat pretending we deny, and truly ſay, with - 


the Apoſtle, That God who commanded Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, hath - 


ſbiried in our Hears, to grve ws ( yea, molt freely without our own La- 
Labour, or any Humane Help) The Knowledge of the Glory of his King- 
dom; and thoſe that call this Do&rine, either in the Apoſtle, or us, a 
Patronizing of Sloth and Ileneſs, are thoſe that do really Blaſpheme 
God*s Spirit which teacheth it. 

But many Texts ( ſaith KR. B.) commands us diligence; and ſloth is a 
great Sin. | E208 27's | 
To which I ſay, the Scripture indeed commands a diligent Improve- 
ment, and holy Exerciſe of the free Gifts which the Spirit hath given 
the Faithful : But the Scripture never ſaid, that Humane Labour and 
Helps are the Means to be uſed for getting theSpirit's Teachings z and 
without which no Kifowledge in Spiritual Matters is now received ;. 
Stir up the Gift of God in thee,, ſaith Paul to Timothy, ſo ſay I; but he no 
where puts the Humane or Carnal Man to Work or.Labour to get the ' 
$piric ; for that is quite contrary to this Scripture, Gal. 3. 2. as alſo : 

Rom. g. 16. 


Obj. But this R. B, asks this Queſtion, Why hath God ſetled a Teaching 
Office in his Church, and commanded all to attend, and hear, and learn, if - 
we are ta'ght by the Spirit without Man's help? Why were the Apoſiles ſent 
forth into all the. World, &c? 7 


Anſwer, Here 1s the great ſtumb'ing of theſe Unbelievers, ( the 
Worldly: wife Ones indeed )- what, becauſe God in his free unlimiced © 
Spirit did begift Men, and in his own Spiricual Power ſest them forth 
toprcach and publiſh all abroad vhe Glory of his Kingdom, and _ 
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Richard Baxter?& Core. of Churh-Dibiiong —— 


[8 671 Will to Mem; 62nnct People theretiore: be taught by:Lhe Spirit withcur 
T oye Man's help ?- What: Reaſoning s/this? 1When the Scripture expreſly 


ſaith, That all the-Gifts, ar.d"Abilities, Helps, and Means of bringing 
People to Gad, and the Knowledge, and Enjoyment of all the Good 
Things of bis Kingdom, are. meerly, ſolely, and wholly from God 
and: his Bleſſed Spirit's free Gift in Chriſt, and nor. from Man at all : 


And therefore, when the. Cormhiuns began to look at-Man, whether 


Pail, ' or  Apotlo, or Cephas, he calls it Carnal, and ſaid, Chriſt was not 
divided, ſignifying piainly it was Chriſt, and the Spirit of his Power, 
thatalonedidallin all;as Chriſt ſaid, Fob. i 5.Without me you can do nothing, 
for in the True Church Chriſt ever was, and ever will be all ia all, ard 
and Man nothing ;-/as Pau! faid of ' himſelf, Panl i nothing : But in the 
Falſe Church where RK. B. is pkading for Man; 'yea, Graccleſs Mini- 
ſters, Man is all, and Chriſt ſuffered io. have no Rule: 2at thoſe mine. 


_Enemics, ſaith Chriſt, that wonld r0r that 1 ſhoild Rule, biing them and 


ſlay them befere my Face. FEES 

But what-ſottiſhneſs-is this in R. B. to ask ſuch a Queſtion 2s this, 
when himſelf confeſſed. in the-very laſt words before ir, That voue, are ſo 
forwardto Preach as theſe ſane Men that cry doun Mens Teaching ? VVh.re- 
by it plainly appears,: that we do not deny God's Teachings, an the; 
Spirits Good and Gracious Gifts, freely given for the editying and; 
building upof the Body of Chriſt, till we all come to.a pirtect Man, 
to the meaſure and ſtature of the fnilneſs of Chriſt, no more -than 4he 
Apoſtle did, Ephe/.-4. i1, &c. but that which we 'cry down, is that 
Anticbriſtian Spiritin R. B. and all ſuch Men as by ſetting up. Self; 
and Fleſh would draw from Chriſt ard his Teachinigs in Spirit to look 
at them, and their Painted V\ ords, and Love-killing Docrines, who 
are this Day Goliah-like come forth to defie .the- Avmics of the Living , 
God ; but the Srone cyr'out. of- the Mountain, without. Hands;. ſhall 
daſhrhem and tkeir Im»ges #11 to picces;; Glory to the Lard for Ever. 


And though they with their Humane-or Earihly Split aid Sorceries, 


withſtand the Truth and Spirit thereof, as Jarmes and Fambres with- 
ond Moſes, when he wasabout to call Iſrael out of Egypt; yet as their 
Folly was ſoon ſeen, ſoare theſe, and they fhall not proceed far ; bur 
Iſrazlout. of Ezyp: ſhall go, and thoſe Faithful Ones that are cfcapcd, 
ſhall they not with all their Inchar.tments bring back again into Eg ypr 
Glory to the Lor2 for Ever, Amen, - 


But wouldft thou indeed know, O vain Man, R. B forw hat the Apo- 

les, who had Ability to Preach ( withcut Man's help) were k nt 
forth? Thcn thou may ?ſt know, it was to. reprove fuch as. th.e thaC 
would limit God to.vain Men's Help, and to.call his People from . jt 
: bets 
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mong(t you, who lay heavy Burdens on Mens Shoulders, but will not touch 
' them with one of your Fingers ; it is even ſo. 
But whereas thou addeſt and ſaid, Thoſe are taught of God, who are. 


| taught by thoſe who are ſent of God to be their Teachers; it plainly ſhews the 


numerous Company thou boaſts of, - who believe thee, are not taught: 
of God ; for thy Do&trine already mentioned, ſhews moſt plaialy that 
thou walſt never ſent of God ; for never did any, whom God ſent ſer 
themſelves againſt the Free and Gracious Teaching and Gifts of God's 
Spirit, to Eſtabliſh Humane Helps, as thou doſt : But as if that which 
thou haſt ſaid were nothing, thou addeſt, Page 8. ' 

Adviſe with the Experience of all the World , who was the Man that ever 
you knew, able to Expound one Chapter in the Bible by the inward Teachings 
of rhe Spirit alone, without any Labour of bis own, or Help from others A 
Voice or Writing ? Where dwelleth the Man, who by meer Inſpiration can 
rtarn one Chapter out of the Hebrew or Greek into the Vulgar Tongue ? And 
where is the Man that can ſolidly unfold any Dottrine of Divinity, which he 
never read or heard of, or can Teach that Truth, and deny that Religion which” 
he was never taught by Man? 

And afterwards in his Second Direction, and Page 16. having led his 
wretched Diſciples into a Labyrinth or Miſt of words, about their 
Uncerrtainties in their Matters of Knowledge ; and having adviſed 
them to Humility, as he calls it, or not to think +too. highly ef their ' 
bwn Knowledge ; he there adds, and ſays in that 16th Page eſpecially, 


If yeu know your Advantages for Knowledge have been leſs than other Mens, . 


that you are young  0r that it 4s but @ few Years firce you entred upon the 
Study of the Serip'ures, or that you have not any ſtronger Natural Parts than 
other Men ;, that you bave not had that Meaſure of Learning which might 
furs:er your Knowledge of the Holy Scriptures \, but that others that differ 


from you have had much more of all theſe Helps and Means than you, and . 


have Prayed more, and Aeditated more, &C. 
And in Page 17. in his Anſwerto an ObjeRion z which is, That the 
Learnedſt Men are na always the Wiſeſt in the Matters of Religion ; he ſaith, 


.many Men are learned in the Layguages aud Sciences, who are not learned in 


whe Scripture ;, becauſe they applied not their Studies that way , ard mary Meu 
are learned inthe Scriptures and Sacred Languages, wha yet live in Sin, 


though they are able to Teach the Truth, for others : Here (by the way) 


all may take notice what a Falſe Teacher this R. B.* is, who is not a- 
ſhamed to ſry, That Man that lives in Sin, may Teach the Truth for others; 
for ſuch as livein Sin, neither. know the Truth ( which is Chriſt ) nor 
have ſeen him, ( as 7Jebx's firſt Epiſt. Chap 3. expreſly ſaith ) but this 


K. B. goeth on, and faith, But thoſe char well underſtar & the Scriptures 


witheut learning the Languages which they are written in, and the Cuſtoms of - 
| | FF , 
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Scriptures themſelves, and the Writings of theap that better widerſtand them, 
are /o few, if any at all ;, that if you will pretend to be one of them, you had 
need of ſome Miracie, or ſomething like a Miracle, to make your ſelves or 
thers believe that you are not deceived, | | 

I might here add his other falſe DoQrines immediately following 
theſe in that his Book, as his Anſwer to an Obj: tion there fer down 
aginſt Singularity, or ſo ; the ObjeQion is this, The greater Number 
are not. always in the Right ; therefore why ſhould my Singularity diſcourage 


- wie, But becauſe his Anſwer hath a pretty many words in it, I refer it 


- 


to another _ and to what he hath already ſaid, do Anſwer, and 
ſay in- breif thus. 

Firſt, That as by his other werds, ſd a'ſo by theſe, -it_ is moſt ma- 
nifeſt from what Fountain this R. B's knowledge hath proceeded, to 
wit, not from the Inſpiration of the Erernal Spirit, which gave forth 
Scripture ; but. from his own Earthly or Natural Spiric and Humane 


Induſtry and Studies, and Trading in-Bcoks and Letters wichout him, 


from which earthly or humane Spirit and Wiſdom hath not come (nor 
Poſſible ever can come to any) the right Meanizg and Underſtanding 
of Holy Scripture/(as ſuch as'he would have it) For the natural Man, 
as the Apoſtle ſaith, perceiverh nor the things that be of the Spiris of God, 
x Cor. #. 14. But all falſe Viſions,” and lying Divinations have ever 
come from that earthly Spirir, and all the cruel Wreſftings of che Ho 


. ty Scriptures, from the beginning to this Day, have proceed. d from it, 


to the miſerable and woful Undoing of the Generality of-that Peopte, 
called Chriſtendom y as alſo the Blood-ſieds, aid all the cruel Uſage of 
Spiritual-minded Men, for their pure Conſcience Sake, have iſſued from 
that Fountain of the Earthly Spirits, -anJ4 the falſe Births thereof, from 
the beginning, and that great Whore found Guilty of all; for in her 
was found the Blood of Prophets and of Saints, and of all that were 
Slain upon the Earth, Rev. 18. 24. For what Spiritual Man did eyer 
ask ſuch a Qneſtion, or rather affirm; for in him, his queſtion is aa 
Affirmation, to wit, That no man js able, by the inward Teachings. of the 
Spirit alone, 10 Expound one Chapter in the Bible + And that there is none 
can ſolidly Unfold any Dottrine of Dwointty, which he zzever Read or Heard 
of," or can teach the Trmth, or defend that Religion, which ke was never taught 
by "Man. ET 

Ol happy therefore are they who are: come to the Everlaſting Co- 


venant of God, and to; know the inward: teachings and Leadings of 


dis Holy Spirit in their :Heart, to lead them into all Truth, accord- 
ing-to Promiſe, Fohn 16. without heing beholding td vain Mar's Help. . 
for whercof is he to be accounted, as is manifeſt, even as a thing of *:: 
navghr,_ 
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gaught, is the beſt of them,, out of the Truth: For O! How lgno- 
rant of the Miniſtry of God and Chrift, and the Holy Spirit's Inſpira« 
tion, ſuſicient Teaching, ,-- is tbis + R,,.B, who is not Content to fit 
2monz the Pariſh-Teachers, as'a'Fellow 3 but even-takes upon him to 
be a Teacher of the Teachers ?. Yea, ſo Ignorant and Unbelieving is 
he, concerning the Spirits Power and Sufficiency. in theſe Days, that 
without an outward Mirzcle, he will not believe any ſuch thing : Nay, 
he wovld not bave People believe for_themſelres,: that Gol teacheth 
their. own Heerts, unleſs it, comes in Man's Way, and;by humane Stue 
dy, Labour, and nitural Means :\ T:acrefors the Lord ſaw. good for his 
own Glory, and for the Vindication of his own Honourable and.Ever- 
_ Jfting Trath, which the Hitelings had made void by their Traditions; 
and for th: abſolute. neceſſity of .bis own beloyed Seed, to reſtore-unts 
v3- the Ancient Dodrine of the Holy: Spirit's Sufficiency, in all' the 
Work of bringing Man out. of the Fall to God, that the Lord, the 
Spirit,. might; be the firſt and the laſt ; yea, all in all, in their Salya- 
ti>n» - without Man's help; for he is worthy, who, as he Created- all 
things, by his own alone Power, and according to his good Will ; ſo 
he Reſtores all things, according to the Counſel of his own Will, and 
not of Fl:ſh, nor of Blood,. nor of the Will of, Man, as- the Apoſtle 
al{o- Speaks, John 1. 13. But, Oh! How uglike is this Doctrine of 
the Apoſtles, to. R. Bs; for when the Apoſtle had ſaid, 7o them that 
received Chriſt, to them he gave Poner to become the Sons of God ;, leſt avy 
ſhould think, as this R. 3. doth, that it was either by Man's Labour 
or Study, or humane Endeavour, or Art, or Parts, or any: Natural 
Abilitics or Helps whatſoever ; he ſaith, '/t was not of Fleſh, nor of 


Blood, nor of the Will of Man, but of God. And of his ownWillbegat he us, 


by the Word of Truth, ſaith that other Apoſtle, Fam. 1. 17, 18, And 
he bids not Err, as this R.-B. doth, to ſet up another Fountain or 
Root; and that this Word of Truth is not - any. outward Writing, 
Voice, or any Creature : Fohn .in bis firſt Chapter, tells us,; That in the 
beginning was this Word, - and the Word was with God, and is God: And bis 
N ime 4s called, the Word of God, Rev. 19. 13. So this Word, thaugh 
it works according to tie Wiinels of the Scripture, which: it gave 
forth freely, and as it 1f pleaſeth, in the Children of Men; yet it 
is not the Scripture ;, For ſearch. the Scriptures, or. ye,aa ſearch the Scrip- 
tures, ſaith Chriſt, hat maneſs of me, but-.you, till: not! come to me. that 
you may have. Life, and theſe were they that 'Parl ſaid, - He bore them 
Record that they had. a Zeal for God (and Scripture) but not accurding to 
K nowledze ;, for they being Ignorant of God's Righteouſneſs; .went 
ahout to Eſtabliſh their own Righteovineſs, and ſubmitted not to Gon?s; 
And fo, .evea fo this R. B. and ogy fuch like, have. a blind ZW; 
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any ſtronger Natural P arts than other Men ;, or that you have not had that . 


£ +671 2nd agreat Talk of the Scriptures withoug, and of the Spirits Teachs 
WYWVing by the Letter, and humane Helps, and the like; but will not come 


to Chriſt, to know him in'them, that they: may have Life, and Wiſ. 
dom, and Righteouſneſs : But would Eſtabliſh their own, which is meer 


- Emptineſs and Vanity in the ſight of God, and alt truly Spirituat 


Men, 1 Cor. 13. 5- Rom. 10. 3, . 

* And how far this R. B's Language in thoſe other words, where 
he ſaith, Fhat if any will pretend to: a good Underſt anding of the Scriptures, 
without learning the Languages which they are written in, and the Cuſtoms of 
thoſe Times, Countries, or without much Reading, and Study of the 
Scriptures themfel ves,” and the Writings of them that better underftand them, 
had need of ſome Miracle, or ſomethi:g like a Miracle, to perſwade them- 
ſelves, or others, that they are not deceived. How far, I ſoy, is this 
DoQrine and Langnage in this'*R: B. from the Language of the 
H35ly Men of God that writ the Scripture, Jer the Spirjcual -Man, 


who beſt underſtands all things, Judge; for the Holy Apoſtles Mag- 


nified the free Grace, and the free Teachings of the Spirit of Grace, 


_ and debaſed Man, and all meer kumane Helps, as is ſaid before, and 


as the Scripture Witneſſeth: But this &. B. tyeth the weight and 
wain Streſs of all, upon humane Learning, natural Parts, knowledge 
of Cuſtom and Countries, much Reading, long Study, and the like ; 
inſomuch, that without them, Man muſt not look that any ſhould be- 
eve him : Nay, nor he muſt not own God's Teaching in his own 
Heart-without theſe ; unleſs ſeconded by ſome Miracle, or the like. 
But, Oh the Miſery thereof_of ſuch poor Souls, as follow ſuch 
wretched Teachers, and their unſound Do@rine, as I may well ſay; 
And Oh! for ever Bleſſed are they who are brought from off ſuch Bar- 
ren Mountains into the good Fold, where .a!l the Lambs of Chriſt lye 
down in the good Paſture of the Spirit's Fulneſs ; and walk. up and 


- down in the Lightof the Lord, under the Hand of the good Shepherd, 


Chriſt Jeſus, where none can come to make afraid, nor deceive; 
for in the Light of our God, we ſee all theſe falſe Teachers, and their 
devouring DoQtrines; and by the Holy Power of God are delivered 
from them,and made able in the overcoming Spirit of Truth, to de- 
clare againſtthem: - Glory to God . for ever, Amen. 

Againler us review, and conſider in particular alittle of thoſe words 
of his, before ſet down; where he ſaith, as an Argument to perſwade 
his young: Ones, and Diſſenters, to his falſly called Humility. 

Eſpecially, ſaith he, If you krow your Advantages for Knoaledge, have 
been leſs than other Mer's ; that you are younger, or that it is but a few 
Tears ſince you entered upon the Study of the: Soripture ;, or that you have not - 
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0 Scriptnre : But that others, that differ from you, have had much more of al 
- _ eheſe _ and Means than you; and have Prayed more, and Meditated 
more, GC. | 
} To which | Anſwer, That by theſe words it is eaſily ſeen, what 

manner of Knowledge it is that this R. B. trades in, and would have 
, all Slaves unto; and what are his Means for obtaining it; to wit, a 
: meer natural Knowledge ; which, by meer worldly Helps and Advan> , 


f ' tages, may be attained : For a meer Heathen accompanied with many 

c Years, and mach humane Learning, and ſtrong Natural Parts, that 
can but talk much of the Scripture ; eſpecially having on him a Form 
of Prayer, and the like, muſt needs go for a better knowing Chriſtian 
with him, than the deareſt Child of God ; eſpecially if he be young in 
Years, and want thoſe natural Helps, and outward Appearances. 

Oh what havock hath ſuch Doctrine, as this of R. B's inade amongſt 
his deluded Hearers and Admirers in this Nation; ſo that now, let 
the Mari God come to one of them in the pureſt Evidence, and moſt 
pawerfal Demonſtration of the Spirit of Truth, if he appear not to 
them Cloathed and Accompanied with theſe Natural and Worldly Abt- 
lities and [Indowments ; they are fenced againſt the Lord's Meſſenger , 
with ſuch Arguments as theſe, You are but young ; you have but Stuated - 
a while ;, you are of ſlender and mean Natural Parts; and little or no Schol- 
lar- fhip, and have Prayed but little, &c. in compariſon of our Grave and 
Learned Dijvines, and the like : So that as Chriſt ſaid, fo we find now 
true ; That Publicans and Harlots enter into the Kingdom of God before 
ſuch; and now what a Curer of Church-diviſions this RK. B. is like to : 
Drove is eakily ſeen; and therefore that Charge, which his Self- 
condemned Heart fear*'d would come upon him, may juſtly be brought 
vpon him here; which, in his Preface to his Book, he ſers down thus. 

They will affirm, ſaith he, that I have clawed with one Party; and have 

* girded at the other, and have. ſought to make them Odious, by bringiug them -_ 
wnder the Reproach of Separation, of cerſuring and awjding the Ungudly ; 
and that, being Luke-warm ry ſelf, and a Complier with Sin, I would have 
others to do ſo too: And that theſe Reconcilers are reither Fleſh nor Fiſh ; 
and attempt Impoſſibilities, even to Recorcile Light and Darkneſs, Chriſt and 
Belial, and that for the fake of Peace, we would ſell the Truth, ard would let 

: #n Chureb-Corruptions, out of an over-eager deſire of Agreement ; and wien 
they have. all done, neither Parties all regard them, Theſe are ri is R. B's . 
words, in that Preface of nis to: that Book; which 4s juſtly cone 
upon him. 

And-indetd, ' he may as well go about to reconcile Light and Datk- 

. neſs, as bring the Children. of Lizht, whom: Gad -hath delivered: oat 


of 


*: 
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and thofe words of Chriſt, in 7oby 17. 21,22, &c. which he deceit 

Fully puts in the Title Page of his Book, are only proper to the Living 
Members of the Spiritual Body of Chriſt,-( which he. calls Myſtical ) 

and not to any of the World's Churches, or viſible mixt Congrega- 
tions of People whatſoever; the Words of the Apoſtle in John 17. 
21, &c, are weightier than any Hypocrite can bear, and they are theſe, 
That they all may be one, as thou Faii.er art in me, and I in thee, that thou 
alſo may be ene in w; that the World may believe that thou haſt ſent me; 
and the Glory which thou baſt given me, 1 have given them ;, that they may 
be one, even as Re. are one: / in them, and thou in me, that they may be 
made Perfett in one, and that the World may know that thowt haſt ſent me, 
and haſt leved th'm, as thou haſt loved me. God is ariſcn to drive Hy- 
pocrites from under all ſuch fhelter of words, 'as they would hide 
themſclves under; for now is the City and Kingdom.truly Manifeſted 
and Witneſfſed, into which no Uncircumciſed or Unclean ſhaſl enter ; 


- but only the Redeemed Born bab:s, and Living Members ofsChriſt. 


And now ta the Knowledge and Experience, not of the Evil World, 


, but of all that know God, do 1 appeal to Judge, * whether tliis R. B, 


or any of like Spirit with him, can be ſaid co knoyrany thing of the 
Oneneſs betwixt the Father and Son, the Memhers of the'Holy Hea- 
veply Body, much lcſs can be any of th:m, who'&fe not afraid to 
affirm, That ſuch are not to be diſallowed from being Miniſters of the Goſ- 
pel; though tlizey want Grace totally.: Ard that Giſts are more neceſſary t0 
che validity cf Miriftration, than Grace-is; and that hi may perform the 
Office of a*Minifter, to the Benefir of the Church, that hath no ſaving Grace 
at all, ( as Page 114. of his Book aforementioned ) and that there « 
no Man alive that Worſhipp:th G:d, without ſome Sin : And adds, Do 
you ever Pray your ſelves in Secret, or in- your Fan.ilies without Sin; as in 
Page 19. 5. pi : 

And in Page 30. of his Preface to-that Baok, That there is no Per- 
fon, Church or Worſhip on Earth fmultleſs, and: without Corruption; ( and 
ſaith there further ) [ Fſt:fie nor the Faults of my own daily Prayers, ani 
yet 1 never Pray without thing. | 

And in Page 34. &c. That Cain was the Firſt-born Member in the 
Church of Adams Family : And C ur fed Cham was of the Church of Not: 
- And. reckons, Lot's two Son,«in law, and Eſau ; yea, and the Ten Tribes in 
. their Ap»{t acy, to be of the Church, | 9" | G4. Lf 504 

And f5 having reckoned up, and raked together the Failts of the 
Race of Amavar, b:fore Chriit's comins in the Fleſh, and of thoſe 
called Chriſtians after that mentioned in Scripture z\he wickedly and 


imprudent 


reins 


— Fatwerd and Contured ooo ang | 


imprudently ſays, Page 44. That no-one Member is in all theſe Scriptures, 1677 "0 
or any other, commandcd to come out, and ſeprra'e from any one of all thiſe gy 
Churches ; as if their Commi:mon in Worſhip were Unlawful > DireAly con- 
trary to 1 Cor,5.11, 2 Cor. 6. 7. Rev. 18, 4,5, 6, KC. Come out of My- 
ſftery Babylon (rhe falſe Church faith Ged to his People. 

Oh the Blaſphemy of ſuch Men's Hearts, that dare l[ntitle wicked 
Men ( for a bare Prefeflion-ſake of Religion) to the Glory of the be- 
nckr of this Prayer of Chriſt's, who Prays (and his Prayers were al- 
ways heard) That his might be one, as H: and the Fatber were, and are 
ane ; "the Father in Chriſt, and Chriſt in them; and ſo made Fellow- 
heirs and Partakers of the Glory of Chriſt by free Gift : But neither 
R B. nor any graceleſs Miniſter, nor ſinful Praying People, whom he 
pleads for,” while ſuch, .can ever be one, as the Father and Son are 
one: Therefore I may ſafely ſay to you all, who deſire the good of , 

- your Souls, and the Glory of God, Come out from amonglt them, and _ 
joya not 'with thzmy; No, not in their Worſhip: Actions (as he calls . 
them) nor bz ye Parcakers-in any of their Sins, or Sinful Worfhip, leſt 
ye partake of their Plagues ; for the Temple of God is Holy, and the: 
Worſhip of God is Holy : And fo R. B, with all his own Corruptions, 
and all his heaps of Lyes, and falſe Accuſations of the Brethren of. 
Chriſt are for the Lake; Ir is fo. PO 
"And'ſo I retitn*to ſet down &. Bs Urchriftian Anſwer to that 
former Qbjection again the Siagularity of Separation z the ObjeQion 
s-as before ; The greater Number are nt always i the right ; therefore, 

why ſhould my Singularity diſcourage me ? y 

Now to this &R, B. anſwers, Page 17, 18. The greater Number (ſaith 
he) through the World, ate not in the right about C briſtianity ;-for they are 
tot Chriſt;ans, and the greater number of vulgar Chriſtians be not in the 
right perhaps, in many Points of Learning, and Schlaſtick Controverſies. 
becauſe they are not Learned in ſuch Controvcrſgesz but all Godly. Men, and 
Chriſtians, are in the right in all Points Eſſential to Godlineſs' and Chriffia®— =. 
my: And therefore they are in the certain way of Life. 7:4 Dftes © 

, \* 4 dif in any Integral or A:cidental Print, you think you ave wifes "thi 

the greater part of Men, as Learned and 4s Godly, as your ſclves, you muſt 

give very good Profs of it, to your ſelves and others, before it is to be belie= 
ted: I know that 1s all Ages God: giverh ſome few Men more excelent Natu- 

r.l Parts than others; ard he engazeth ſyme in deeper and nore labor ions 

Stuates than others ; and he Bleſſ, th ſome Men's Studies more than otF exs ; 

Hd therefore there are ſtill ſome few who know more than the reſt of thi 

C:untry, or Mankind ; andy were well for the reſt if they knew theſe, "and. 

would learn of them :., But theſe are ſuch as come to their Knowledge by bard” 

at;d- liborions Sindi's, and Me jitation ; though alfo by the Spirits Bieſog. 

- thur 
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1671 their Enacavours : and they are ſuch as give Proof of the Knewleage they 

i Gy epretend to, and they are ſuch a4 imploy their Knowledge to preſerve th 

| Peace and Concord of Believers, and do not proudly make a ſtir with it, to ſet 
up their own Names, though hereby they ſet the World on fire. 

To which, by way of reply, I anfwer and ſay, That there is not the 

leaſt Child of Light, but doth truly and eaſily ſee the nature of the 
Spirit, by which this R. B. is ſtill ated, and the end he drives at ; for 
as for the Spirit by which he is acted, ir ſtill appears plainly to be the 
Spirit of this World that never knew God, nor the Myſteries of his 
Holy and Heavenly Kingdom, by which Earthly Spirit (by much poring 
on Books without him) he hath attained toa deal of Unſanftified Grace- 

le Knowledge, (as bimſelf ſpeaks Page'114.) to deceive the ſiwple 
Peeple by, who are Ignorant of Satan's Devices; and as for his. end; 
it is alſo as manifeſt to be this, to wit, to bring People (who were in 
ſome meaſare preſſing out of Babylon) back into Egype and Babylon again; 

- and yet to cover hjs Deceit, leſt the Simple ſhould ſee him without an 
Interpreter, he brings in the Spirit, as to help his Humane Labour 
and Carnal Erdeavours : But the Spirit of God, which he ſtrikes at in 
all his Writing, will be no Drudge or Slave to any ſuch Vain Self. 
ended Proud Mind in any. | 

But of theſe words, where he faith, That al Godly Men and Chriſt ian: 
are in the right, in all Points Eſſcnital 10 Godlineſs and Chriſtianity > and 
therefore in the certain Way of Life, as he ſaith. 

Let us conliderz As for Godly Men, who ever imagined otherwiſe? 
much leſs denied it in words that they. were in the right way ; but as 
for that he ſaith, That all Chriſtians, if be means all that were ſprinkled 
when they were Children, and that ſo being grown up, make an outward Pros 
feſſionof Chriſt (for ſuch in Spiritual manner he ſeems to mean by Chri- 

| ſtians) are i* the right, in all Points eſſential to Chriſttarity, and ſo in the. 
gertain Way of Life. It is ſuch a notorious Expreſſion, and ſo bold an 
Aſrtion, that no one Saying can more gratifie the Devil, and ſo help 
to build up his Kingdom, than it doth : Nay, it certainly gives the Lye 
$0 the certain Experience and Teſtimony of all the Holy Men of God, 
'both formerly and now ; for Par! ſaid in his day, That many profeſſed, 
and nomiga! Chriftians do ſo walk, as that they were Enemies to the Croſs 
of Chrit, whoſe God was-their Belly, and who gloried in their Shame, and 
whoſe end was Deſtruttion, Phil. 3. and were theſe in the right Points 
Effential to Chriſtianity, and in the certain way of Life? What Con- 
tradition and Blaſphemy .s this? And the ame Apoſtle tells ſome 
among the Corinthians, That they had not the Knowledge of God, Cor. 15. 
and what, Were theſe right alſp .in all Eſſentials? What is not the 
Knowledge of God an Eſſential Poigt of Chriſtianity ? Nay, without 
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the Knowledge of God, no Eternal Life ; and. yet this R, B. is not 167x- 
aſhamed to affiim, That ſuch as know no: God, are in the certain Way of ry 


Life. And further, To the Experience of all that know God do 1 ap» 
peal, whether this R. B. doth not herein his blindneſs , juſtifie the 
very Fapiſt ,, Yea, and all other ſorts of People, who any way in the 
outward profels Chriſt ; eſpecially if they be outwardly ſprinkled with * 
Water, young or old ; For, ſaith he, in his Preface, Page 33. Chriſt 
hath ſolemnly and purpoſely made the Baptiſmal Covenanting with him (to wit, 
by outward Waſhing) 70 be the Term and Title to Church- Memberſhip and 
Commuzion, and the owning of this ſame Covenant, is the ſufficient Title of 
the Adult (or thoſe of ripe Tears) and the Impaſers' that come after, and re 
quire another kind of Evidence of Conver ſion or Santtification than this, do 
confound the.Church, and enſlave the People, and leave ne oertain way of 
Tryal, Thus far R. B. by which it appears whither he, by cs, ty. 
to keep his Credit with the World, is wandred beyond the Bounds © 
Reaſon: . Nay, Myſtery Babylon her ſelf (though the be become a Cage 
of every unclean and hateful Bird,- and a very Habication of Devils,) 
ſeems juſtified by his Poſition, and reckoned 'to be right in the Eſſen- 
tials of Chriſtianity, and-in che certain Way of Life : For withent all 
Controverſie, this Myſtery Babylon is of that Number who in words 
profeſs-Godand Chrilt, and have a'Name to live, though they be dead, 
or it werenot a Myſtery, if it were not covered from the World?s Eye, 
with aſhew of: what ic is not, : Rev. 17, 18, 19 Chapters. Yet ſo far 
isithis &.. B. inthe Dark, that he-accounts it an Abuſe, and falſe Inter- 
preting of Scripture, to perſwade any by that Command [Come out of 
Babylor.] to ſeparate from profeſſed or nominal Chriſtians, though full 
of Iniquity, Page 32. than which, nothing more can gratifie the Wicked 
One, :and that Adulterous Church of Rome ; for though he would ſeem 
ig ſome words, hereand there, - in his Book, to be no Papift ; yet there 
1s never an Argument he brings, for the Fellowſhip with Dzad and Cor- 
rupted Members ; and againſt thoſe that ſeparate from ſych ; hut-they 
will fully ſerve to-p-ove the Pope and Papiſts to be a Church, and all them 
to blame who have jeparated from him in ovtward' Church-Fellowſhip 
ypon. ariy Pretence whatſoever, $o fooliſh is the Worlds Wiſdom 
when Tt is {ct againſt Truth : But this R. B. having laid his wfong 
Ground ; 7hat all that are called Chriſtians are in the right, in all Points 
eſſential 10 Chriſtianity, and in the certain Way of Life ;, he may eaſily cone 
clude that to be unvarrant.uble Separation which gor'h from ſuch. But then 
I fay, How will the Proteftants warrant their fiſt Separation from Po- 
pery? Or how did this R. B; with his Presbyterians in Oliver*s time, with 
their Directory," excuſe their teparating from the Biſh1ps, and their 
Common-prayer ? And how will he falve his old* Non-conforming Bre- 
Geg thiens 
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: 1671 fiens Flight into. New-Englavd: (where ſince they have ſhed'the Blood 
| Ga of certain Martyrs of Chriſt) from the.former Biſhops? 


But. now his falſe Ground and Foundation being overturned, it is moſt 
manifeſt that that 4 ply 8 is moſt lawfut, which is from ſuch, who 
call Good, Evil, and Evil Good, ;put Light for Darkneſs, and Darkneg 
- for Light, as the Wicked do,. from whom the People of God 'in' theſe 
days {eparate: And ſo-in;obeying the Voice: of our -Ged, who ſaith, 
Come out of Myſtery Babylon my People, leſt ye partake. of her Sins, and 
fo of her Plagues, (we are jultified} for the Sins of the Wicked, (who, 
in words, profcſs God and. Chriſt, but in Deeds deny. all) is reached 
Heaven at this day : And. doth not the Apoltle: fay, If any Man that is . 
called.a Brother be 4 Fornicator, or ,Covetous, or: an Idolator. (and'Covets- 
ouſheſs,..by. the Apoltle's Doarine, is Idolatry) vr 4 Railer; or i Drun« 
kard, or an Extortioner, with ſuch not to keep company, 10 not as to eat with 

thems, 1 Cor..5.11. .: :.--* a7 
_ And doth he not; tay .10, gpother place, . Have | no. Fellowſhip with: the 
 wnfruitful Works'of Darkneſs (nor with the unfruitful Workers in Darkneſs, 
as before) but rather reprove them, Eph. 5-14: muſt we not. yet ſeparate 
from them, yea, yea, in their very-Worſhip-Actions as well as others; 
- and when even the greater number are ſo far defiled and tainted with 
the Leprofie,of Unrightequſneſs; and they are ſo far from amending, 
That rhey.perſceute all that will not. be as bad as themſelves: Surely 
when the- Lord . hath ſpued out a People, -as he threatned 'ro do Juke- 
warm Zaedicea, Rev. ,3.16.; yea, And.caſt them (off, for their -reliſting 
of _ his good Spirit, as he did the.Fews; *tis no time for his People to. 
Nay amongſt them then, and. to-continve, with.them in their Worſhip- 
-Attions, as he calls them z -but gvery.one'to deliver his own Spul, by 
coming, out of ſuch Babyloniſh Worthipsj whoſe Prayers are Abomi- 
nation to. God, as all ſinful Prayers are; and reither this'R; B.- nor 
any. one that heknoweth upon the Earth, prayeth without Sip; as -him- 
F1f before. hath confeſſed ; and lo all of them together do daily 'and 
continually that which they ſhould not do, and leave undone whar the 
Lord commands them, and ſo have. no Health. in them : Ant fo now 
that the True Light ſhines fo. clear again from-under the long Clond of 
Antichriſtian Apaſtacy, -it is the Wiſdom. of all that-love God and their 
own Souls, to joyn to the Lord in the Covenant of bis Light and Spirit, 
where no Committers of Sin:can joyn z for Darkneſs, and the Workers 
thereof, can never joyn with the Light, and the Workers thereof: So 
now that the Trumpet hath ſounded, all ought to come to the Holy 
Worſhip of God, ,amongſt the Holy Worſhippers, that Worſhip in the 
Spiric of Holineſs and Truth 3: (where: no: Worker of |Iniquity,- nor 
Hypocrite can come) out.;of all the Defiled Worſhip of the* World - 
Whats. 
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whatſoever, or under what, Name ſoever inthe Fall : But this R.'B. iS 167T 
in ſuch love of Hypocriſie, that he makes a Neceſſity of the Hypocrites www. * 
being amongſt the rrue Members of Chriſt, as though they knew not 
how to do without them; as if the good Corn could not grow fo well 
if rhe Weeds were wantiflg, faying,. Page 56., /t.& more for tbe ſaks 
of the truly Faithful, than for themſelves, that the, Hypocrites have their Sta= 
tion, and Privilcdges in the Church; God makes uſe of their Gifts and Prom 
feſſion for his Elect, to many great Services:of the Church. To which L 
anſwer, That this Language betrays thee further to be of Babylon, and 
not of Zion; What R. B.” with all his ſeeming Zeal fox Reformation in 
. Oliver*s days, become now a Pleader for Hypocrites, -and their--great 
:Sexwice inthe Church ! But this-is but like bis DoCtrine-of his Grace- 
le Miniſters which heÞpleads for, Page i 14. of bis Book; fo R. B. and 
his Hypocrites, and Gracelels Brethren,. with their Gifts, (or rather 
Thefts void of Grace) -have been ſo far from being, ſerviceable. ta the 
Ele&t True Church, that they have done-it. (and ever Yid) all the In- 
jury that ever they can by their wicked Dodrines, Ungodly Lives, aid. 
heaps of Lyes and falſe Accuſations, and cruel Perſecutions; infomuch 
that the Growth of the Heavenly Secd, the Lillies of God; the true 
Heirs of the Kingdom, hath been, and is, as -a Lilly among Thorns : 
But Chriſt and F. B. are directly controry..in their Judgment one to 
the other ; for Chrift would'not ſuffer the Devil in the: Manto preach 
him, but commanded him to come out, and hold his -peace, becauſe: 
Chriſt never had need of Devils, or wicked Men, or Hypdcrites, to: , 
preach him; but faith to ſuch, What haſt thon to do, to take my Laws and + _ 
Covenant tn thy Mouth, and hateſt to be reformed, Plah. 50. 16, &c. and 
ſo far are Graceleſs Prieſts and Hypocrites from being. ſerviceable in 
this matter to his Church, that he. ſaith, dy Sheep hear my Yoice, and 
they folow me, but the Graceleſs Miniſter and Hypocrirte, who is a 
Stranger to me, they will not hear, for ſuch'come but to rob and .de- 
ſtroy,. read. John 10. and ſee if cyer R. B. underſtood Scripture, who 
talks ſo contrary to it : . As did thoſe Phariſees of old, whom Chriſt 
' cried ont ſo many times Wa againſt, Marr.” 23. Who would neither 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven themſelves, nor ſuffer others. And thoſe 
in Ezckicl, who ſowed Pillows under Mens Elbows, making glad the 
Hearts of the wicked Rirelings, by perſwading People that they muſk 
not diſown them from being Miniſters, though they be totally void of 
obeying Saving Grace ; and that Hypocrites have a Station in the Church, 
for great Services with their pretended. Gifts to the Ele; and by 
pleading for Games, and Faſhions of Apparel; yea, and the Opinions 
in Religion of bad Pecple, yea to ſuch a meaſure, that he is not aſhamed 
to ſay, That many an Error. u taken up, by going too far from other Mens 
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x67 t Faults-; aSis to be ſeen in Page 224 of his Book, with many ſuch like 
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Heatheniſh Sayings up and down his Book; a'few whereof I only touch 
here and there, that by thoſe the Reader may ſee tiie nature of that 


wretched Spirit, that hath long Jurked in him, under. a Cloak of Zeal. 
for Reformation, when the World pretended to ſuch things z but now * 


that: the World is for a manifeſt Eſtabliſhing of their old dark Stuff, he 
torns about, and is all for them as ic were, and againſt Zeal, againſt 


.Reformation , Separation , Immediate Revelation, - or anyathing that 


may manifeſt People to have a care of their Souls: But Oh the Miſery, 
the Miſery, the unſpeakable Miſery of ſuch as. are not yet redeemed 


- from under the Slavery and Egyptian Bondage of ſuch Men: Bat the , 


Lord will break the Rod of the Oppreſlor, as in times of old, as in the 
days of 44idian and Egypr, where both Fanncs and Jambres, who with- 
ſtood the Lord's Servant Moſes, in bis calling 1ſracl out of Egypr,. were 
made manifeſt, and their Folly by all clearly ſcen, -a$ this R, Bs. is 


.- Putt open Eye : Praiſcd bz the Lord for his lofinite Love in all 
ings. 


But the Hearts of the Righteous, whom God delights to comfort;,. 


he doth all he can to make Sad, by perſwading the dark cruel World, 
that the cauſe of all the Miſeries- of the late years, yea, and at preſent 
in theſe /Nands, is much (what if not moſtly) occaſioned by thote, who 
in tendernefs of Conſcience to God, could not, nor cannot joyn with, 


nor uphold the Popiſh Cuſtoms,*and Impoſi:ivn-in Matters relating to- 
' + Religion, and the Soul, which is more pretious to them that know it,. 


than all the World: And inthe Truth, we may ſay, that if we ſhould 
come amongſt the Steeplz-houſe Worſhippers, or any other Compaiy, 
who are only ſeparated from them in Form, and not in Litc and Power, 
and their exerciſe, not in the Gift, and Heavenly Holy Worthip and 
Service to the Lord Jeſus Cariſt our God, we ſhould even Sacrifice 
the Abomination of the Egyptians before their Eyes; ard now would 
you not Stone us, or Imprifon us, or otherwiſe evilly i treat us, even 
as you do, and ever have done? Yca, yea, and as. they dealt with:the 
Prophet 1faiab for ſaying (Chap. 66: 3.) He that killeth an. Ox, u 45 if 


-be flew a Man ; he that ſacrificeth a Lab, as if he cut of a. Dog*s Neck,SC. 


and Chap. 1. 11, &c- To what purpoſt #5 the multitude of your Sac) ifices wt0 
we, ſatth the Lord, I am full of them;, and who haih required it at your 
hands, 10tread my Courts ? Bring no more vain Ovlations, &c," For which 
it is faid they flew him; fo they would deal with us. And what mea- 
fure h-ve the dear Servants of God in New-Ergland met withal, not 
tbng ſince, for the like witneſs agaialt rhoſe Hypocries, but Death anf 
eruel Whippings, and Baniſhment ; ard in ol Fxg/and lately, but molt 
Savage a2d-Cracl Uſage > And. would this R. B. yet have us, yea, and 
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thoſe he connts his Brethren, and of his Flock, who bave any Tender- 
neſs in them, to communicate wifi ſuch whoſe Hards are full of Blood ? 
If he were as the Mouth of God, he would put a difference between the 
Clean and- Unclean : But he being of another Spirit, is for leading Peo« 
ple back again into Egypr, not for bringing them out of Egype into the 
Promiſed Land ; which Work and Endeayour is reje&ed of God, and 
of all that know God, who are eſcaped out of Sodom and Egypr, and 
Babylon Spiritual, where our Lord was Crucified : And to us the Lord 
hath ſaid, Lee them return to you (ye Saved People) but return not you 
ro them ;,” For their Paſtors are become brutiſh, and have not ſought the 
Lord; therefore they ſhall not proſper, and all their Flocks ſhall be ſcattered, 
Fer. 10.21. He that hath Ears let him hear, and he that readeth let 
him underſtand, for the time is at hand, for the Lord is ariſen to plead 
with all the Falſe Worſhippers upon Earth, and with him is no reſpe& 
of Perſons. And now is the Lord God of ever bleſſed Power and laye. 
appeared in the Earth, afcer the long Night of Apoſtacy, to reftore- 
all things; and now are the Virgins called upon,. through the whole 
World, to trim their Lamps; for behold the Bridegroom is come and 
coming, and now the fooliſh Virgins, who have been long ſleeping 
. and/ lumbering, in a dead Profeſlion of Chriſt and the Scriptures, are- 
- found wanting in their Faith, Holineſs, Love, and all other Chriſtian: 


Virtues, and fo in their Unholineſs ſhut out; yea, and though they 


run to the Hirelings, that ſer all things to- Sale, to Buy, yet ſtill be- 


fore they come, the Door is ſhut; for whilſt the Lord ſtood waiting® * 


upon them, with his pure free and full Grace and Spirit, they woald 
have none of it ; hut rather choſed to go their own ways of Carnal 
Endeavours, and Man-commandced Religion, and ſo like the Jews of 
old, going about to Eſtabliſh their own Righteouſneſs, have not ſub- 
mi:ted to the Righteouſneſs of God, which is by Faith in Cnriſt Jeſvs : 
But the wiſe Virgns, who are of an honeſt Heart, to fear God, and 
wait for the Lord Jeſis Chriſt, to appear in their Spirits, to ſetup his 
heavenly and everlaſting Kingdom in them, they receive daily of his 
Fullneſs, which filleth all in all, where the true Oyl of the Kingdom is: 
found in their Holy Lamps, to the Praiſe of the Glory of the unſpeak- 
able Love, and free Grace of the Almighty Father. Sobeir. 

Again, to that part of this R. B*s former Anſwer, where he ſaith; 
That in all Apes, God. giveth to ſome few Men more excellent Naturdl Parts 
. than others ,, and he engageth ſome in dieper and: more laborious Studies, and 
be bleſſeth ſome Mens Studies. mare than other; and therefore there are ſtill 
ſome few, who know more thattthe reſt of the Country, or Mankind ; ard is: 
were well for the reſt if they knew theſe, and mould learn of them.. 
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- g67x Query. But how may one know theſe hard and laborious Studiers, as 
.vy»he calls them ? . - =P 
Oh, faith this R. B. - They are ſuch a4 give proof of their Knowledge 
they pretend to; and they arc ſuch as imploy their K _— 29 the preſerving 
of the Peace/and Concord of Believers ,, and do not proudly make'a ſtir with 
it, to ſer up their oun Names; though thereby they ſet the World on fire. 
Fo which I anſwer and ſay, It ig.ftill more and more maniteſt, that 
this R. B. lays the weight and Efeſs upon Natural Parts, and hard 
- Studies ; as though the Kingdom of God were not at all come, nor 
4he Promiſe of God (concerning the Free Gifts, aa:d plentiful pouring 
forth of the Spirit) yet fulfilled ; and fo a neceſlicy of learning at the 
feet of Gamalze!, and earthly Doors ſtill : But now that the Spirit of 
Truth, according to God's bleſſed Promiſe, is come, ' and witneſſed 
amoneſt us that believe, praiſed be God, we'cannot go to ſuch as this 
RF. B. with all their Natural Parts, and hard Studies ; for the Spirit of 
Trnth leads us, and all that obey it, intoall Truth z but this R. B. and 
ſuch as he leads, are in an Error, as is manifeſt ; for they are of thoſe 
that lead about a Eompany of poor Souls, filly as Women laden with 
divers Sins and Luſts, 'ever learning, but never able to come to the 
Knowledge of the Truth, which ſcts free from Sin z for that (and no- 
thing elſe) is the Trath, which ſets free from Sin ; for ſaith Chriſt, /f 
ye know the Truth, the Truth ſhall ſet you free indeed, But this R. B. and 
all-ſuch, teach it for DoQrine, That they are ſo far from being free from 
Sin, that their very Prayers, and beſt Performances, are not free frem Sin, 
but Sin ts in them al. Oh Sad, that ever they ſhould dare to pretend 
to the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, who preach ſuch a DoQrine as make 
nothing perfect, but leaves them in Sin all their Lives long : - And no 
wonder that they and their Dottrine ſhould be void of all good Fruit ; 
for ſaith God, They have rin, and I have not ſent them ;, therefore they 
ſhall not profi: the People at all, And yet they would gladly have People 
know them, and learn of them, though they cin do them no good at 
» all; and thisis that ſorry aid bad Proof, that the Hirelings make of 
 * their great Knowledge they pretend unto, which they have gotten 
| with their Naturzl Farts, and hard Stndies: And ſo.thy own words 
ſhall witneſs againſt thee, Oh FR, B. and thy Brethren, who have given 
no good Proof of your Knowledge to this day ; nor have thereby pre- 
ſerved Peace and Concord among Believers, but done what you can 
- to break it ; for that Doctrine that makes not Men free from Sin, teaves 
all the Seeds of Difcord and Diſſtntion ſtill in Peoples Mincs; for as 
Sin ſeparated Man from God at firſt, ſo:doth ir to this day keep them, 
and fo keeps them from Love, for Ged js Loye ; and nonedive or Gwell 
ia Love, but {uca as live and dwcll in Ged : But ſuch as live in Sin, 
| and. 
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and never Pray without it, are out of God, as the Apoſtle ſaid of Peo- 1671 
ple in Unbelief, They were without God in the World. It is not any out- www 7 
ward Conformity, that will or can make them to be at Peace with, or 
- oye one ancther ;, for if it were poſlible to bring Papi, Atheiſt, and 
Carnal Z?rote/tants and Profeſſors of ail ſorts, Into one Form of out- 
ward Worſhip, as for Time, Place, Words, or the like: Yet there 
would be neither Love, Peace, nor Concord amongſt them, for want 
of Unity, wittGod and his good Spirit, the only true Ground and Foun- 
dation of all true Love, Peace, and Concord. And ſo, Oh R. B.. we 
have known thee this many Years to be a great Enemy, and therefore 
we may not learn ef thee, nor any ſuch, but of Chriſt do we learn,, 
. ever praiſed be his Name, who teaches his People to profit ; and fo 
12s only: the pong deluded Multitude that knows thee not, who learn 
of thee, and ſuck in ſach poyſoned DoQrine, as makes them-moſt un- 
capable-of the pure Word of Life, and Do&rine ot Salvation; ſo that 
Publicans and Harlots, who make little or no Profeſſion, enter into the 
Kingdom of God before you. | | 

And as for making a ftir with thy Knowledge, and ſtriving to ſet up 
thy own Name thereby,thongh thou ſet the whole World on fire by ir ; 
Who more Notorious than thy ſelf in this R.B ? as witneſs all thy lying 
frothy. Words, Books, and Pawphlets, which thou haſt ſpoken and 
written, againſt the appearance of Chriſt and his Truth, in theſe late 
years ; but thy Studies and ſuch Works God hath curſed 3 for no Child 
of Light willever buy any of thy Merchandize, nor the deceitful Wares 
of any other Merchants of Babylon, for evermore Bleſſed be God forhis 
unſpeakable Gift, Amer. 

But the end of theſes words, of ſetting the World on fire, ſet down 
here by this R. B, is eaſily ſeen tobe this, to wit, To perſwade Peo- 
ple, that thoſe who are Zealous for God in theſe days, in publiſhing his 
everlaſting Goſpel upon the Earth, in a croſs to the World, are ſach 
as ſet up themtelves, and would ſer the World on fire: And ſo hes 
manifeſt to be one of the old evil Generation of Prieſts, who accuſed 
Chriſt for a mover of Sedition, and Paxl for a peſtilent Fellow : Oh, 
it was that good ſtirring Spirit of the Lord Jeſus in himſelf, and his 
Followers, which did fo trouble the Wotld, the combuſtible World 
in all Ages, that made, and doth make, the Hireling Prieſts, and cacir 
deluded Followers, ſo rage ant cry out ;. but as for ſetting the World 
on fire, in a good ſence, Chrilt Jeſis ſaith, That he came to ſet Fire 
in the Earth: But for ſetting the World on fire, in R. Z's fence, that 
is ſowing Diſcord and Diſſention amongſt People; ,. this is the Work, 
-andever was the Work of the Hireling Prieſts,..who loved to be called 
-&& Men Maſters, as this &, B..is, witneſs nat only our own Age, pr 
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- 1671 the Holy Scripture, and the Hiſtories of all Times and Ages, a» thoſe 


that Tread may underſtand: And yet theſe proud Maſterly and falſe 


Teachers, were ever the firſt, and forwardeſt that cried azainſt Chriſt 


and his Followers, for diſturbing the World's Peace; when as this 


Dodrice. of Chriſt's Spirit, though it did always difturb the Devil's ; 
yet it Cid always tend to the working of the Hearts and Souls of the 
People into God?s Peace, and did ever, and doth at this day wotk this 
glorious and bleſſed Effeft in all that believe: Whereof we are Wit. 


. neſſes, praiſed be God, though for the Teſtimony of Chriſt, we are 


troubled on every fide by the wicked World : So that even now;when 
the Wicked have no Peace (for there is no Peace to the Wicked) we 
whom the World Mock, Stone and Perſecute, under the Nick name of 
Quakers, or ſo, have Peace in all our Dwellings: Egypt is full cf Dark- 
neſs, that one may feel it, yet in our Goſber is plenty of Light, ever 
Praiſed be God : And when the World of falſe Chriſtians are learr.ing 
War, and preparing Weapons, we are cealing from War, and not to 
learn it any more, asthe Lord hath ſaid. And .therefore, Oh ye ln- 
habitants of the Earth, if ye knew us, ye would not hate us, and per- 
Tecute us, but love us with your Hearts, becauſe of the good Will of 
our Hearts towards you ; for our Weapons are not Carnal, but Spiritual: 
Not for pulling down, or Deſtroying of you, but your Enemies, your 
Sins, which War azainſt your Souls: And the Reaſon why we cannot 
joyn with you in your LZruargies, and 'Worſhip-aQtions, is not becauſe 
we hate you ; but becauſe we love God and your Souls; for if we ſhould 
Joyn with you in_your defiled Wortſhips, as your ſelves confeſs they are, 
we ſhould ſtrengthen you in an evil Way : But by our ſeparating from 
you, becauſe of the Unholineſs of your Sacrifices, occafion may be miri- 
FNred to you to queſtion your State, and ſo ſome of you in time may 
come ont of your Darkneſs, into the marvellous Light of the Lord Jcſus 
with us, and praiſe the Lord in the Land of the Living. So be it. 

Ancther of this R. Bs Follies and faiſe Docrines, I may here men- 
Lion, as ane.may read It in that Book of his that I have under hand, to 
wit, in Page 114. are theſe words, /t my be unlawſul, ſaith he, in 4 
Ruler, to command a thing that will dy no good, becarfe it s a Vain C@m- 
mand, and maketh Men ſpend that time in vain, and yt be the Subjett's 
Doty to do it. . 

Anſw. This is ſuch DoArine as Pau,?g Enemies taught, who ſaid, Men 
might do evil, that good might come of it, nhoſe Condemnation'was juſt: $0 
to avoid Sifferings from Men, he world haie us to cbey Unlawful Com- 
mands,. which will do no gord,” but rather a great Evil; to wit, m-ke 
People ſpend pretious Time in vin: Away with ſuch Ant chi ift-an and 
Heatheniſh Stuff, for all true Chriftians abhor it in their Heat rs, 8s mw 
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Lord, the good Shepherd hath Commanded-them. - -And now R. B. to 1671 


that parr of thy feigned Prayer, Page 252.''where in words thou-ſeem» 
eſt to deſire,” That God would: flir:up ſome Faithful Friend to tell thee, 
with comvincing Evidence, where it 4s that" thou haſt Miſcarried, that Con- 
trition may prepare thee for the Peace of Remiſſion. 


#Here.the Lord hath, contrary to.thy will and deſire, ſtirred up one, 
in Fatthfulneſs and. Love to thySoul; and the Sogls. of the poor de-? 


luded "People whom: thou - haſt. Yeceived, - to tell thee plainly of thy 
Faults, and grievous Miſcarriages; as by what is convincingly in theſe 
Lines ſer-down, 'doth'/ appear, and might be: more ahundaatly, if all 
the Miſteariages- in this - Bok -(only to- let paſs all:thy other).,were 
anſwered! unto-in particular” but theſe in this Anſwer: of mine, be- 
ing"as it were leaſt of what the reſt are, may. ſatisfie at, preſent. ': And 


Oh that the Ri2hceovs! ſudgments of God 'may come npon-thy.. Heart, 


and the Heai'ts of all them who are in the ſame falſe, fleſhly Confi- 
dence with thy ſelf ; whoſe very. Prayers are. not without Sin, that 
you may never have Peace: Day nor. Night, - until you -humble: your 
ſelves bcfore' the 'Lord; and Repent. of -al-your chard Speeches -and 
Evil Deeds thit you have ſpoken and'done againlt him,.and his. Ser- 
vants, for the Truth's ſake; that, if it he: poſlible, yeu may be ſaved 
from the Wrath that will certainly come. upon yon, if you Repent 
not ; for that old wicked Paper, full. of Lies, -as I made manifeſt be- 


fore thee, and ſome of thy Company- in thy Study: ( to thy Shame ): 


at Kidde: minſter, which thou wrivt in the Pride of thy Heart againſt: 
vs in Olzver's Days,- when thou waſlt lifted up;;- Enticoled, Reaſons 10. 


Perſwade, why no R'aſonatle Man can be a Quaker,” awonglt the reſt of: . 


that kind, which thou art not Humbled tor to this Day, as I per- 
ceive by this Book, do all: ſtand. upon. Record+before: the Lord, - the 
Riphteous ſiudge zgainſt the; for in tiofe, thy doings, and all that: 
kind againſt the maniſeſt and manifold Appearances: of Chriſt: j1his! 


» Pepple of every degree thou haſt plainly declared- thy ſelf:to. be of 


Rabſhekab*s Spirit, who Rawiled againſt the Living God, aft& his de- 
ſpiſed If: azl 3 and of.that Spirit that: Jannes and Fambres, who with- 
ſtood Moſes in his'work, unger God; of calling, Iſradl out of Egypt 57 
and as.the Lord Pleaded the Canſe of his People in-thoſe Days;fo: with he: 


( as he h2th ). for Ever; plead. our Innocent Canſe:againſt thee, -and: all; 


his Enemiesz "for of a trut' the Lord God, Bleſſed for ever, hath 
raiſed us np to hehis Servan , Sonsard Daugiters, to b:ar his Name 
in/Righteouſneſ; before th: Clildren of Men, ina pure Holy Witneſs 
againft' all . the” faife 'Ways and Wor ſhips: of fa'ſe Mer 3 (f be is) 
and ſo it will be as hard: for thee, arg all, fo kick agnt» {ff the: Pricks, 
as/it was in. Perſecuting Sazl,  gts.9. Rrad.and :conlider, left the 
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| 3671 Day paſs over. you, 28 it did from the uobelieviog Jews, who, would 
-# '&y> not receive God come and manifeit-in the:Fleſh in thoſe days, to whom. 


Chriſt ſaid, Te will nor come to me, that ye might bave Life ; but they 
would ſeek it in the killing Letter, and as it were by the works of. 


'the Lew, until mid-night Darknefs, and-utter Deſolation came upon 


them. For, Oh how the Earth is filled with Vialence, -becauſe of ſiich 
Pedrines and Teachiogs as this. KB. and fach Men brings: fotth; 
for behold how the Field ot his Followers and Admirers areall overs 
grown with Briers and Thorns, and noyſom Weeds, as the pr 

Fruit of their accurſed Doctrines, as this R. B. himſelf fets down -in' 
his 438th DireQion,. Page 236. of his Book; in-thefe words,, that is to: 
ſay, -Oh Friends, bow bad are we onr ſelves'? What Pride ts in our Hearts #' 
What [gnorance in our Minds! $9 wanting are'we even in the loweff- Graet 
Humility, that we have ſcarce enough 10 make ns take patiently, as now we 
are giving out upon others; So Selfiſh, as Diſhononreth our Profeſſion, mith 
the: Brand of Contradifledneſs and Partiality ;- fo, weak, that our Duties are 
lyable to greatcr Cenſures than we can bear; .and our invard Graces weaker 
than owr outward Duijes | This muſt -necds be: fo in the: Duties of the 
Graceleſs Miniſter thou pleads for} of ſuch wngoverned Thoughts, that + 
Confuſion and Tumnlt, injtrad of Order and Fruitf ul Improvement, are the 
daily Temper. and Imployment of our Imaginations -| This muſt necds be 
ſo in you that Live-in-fuch Oppoſition to the Life of God manifeſt in 
his Children at this Day ] So Paſſionate, Impaticent and Corrupt, that we 
are atrouble tonur ſelves and others, | This muſt needs proceed from ſuch 
8 corrupt Fountain] ad 4 Diſbonour to the Goſpel [it is ſo] and 4 bin- 
derante to the Converſion of thuſe whom our holy Ex«mplary Lives ſhould 
win to God : So. ſtrange to Heaven, as if we had never. well believed it 
[that:is ſo, and thereforg the Sheep.of Chriſt deny your Voice, you 


who! are ſuch Strangers to him] And to ſay all-in-one,” ſo'empty of Love 


t6 our dear Redeemer, and to the God of Love, that our Hearts lye vacant 
70 entertain the Love of Worldly Vanitics [ye Hypocrites, what have 
you to do to name Chriſt, who are thus Ufbelieving and Unredeem- 
ed] and to fly back from the ſerious Thoughts of God, which ſhould be our 
daily Work and Pleaſure, and fly from the Face of Death, as if we ſhould 
be the worſt,, when neareſt to our God, Oh Hypecrites! how can you for * 
ſhame call] God. yours, when you are thus beyond meaſure bad, when 
Scripture ſaith, He that ſaith, he knows God, and keeps not his Command- 
ments, is a Lyer, and the Truth s not jn bim, ſee 1 John 2. 4. And Re- 
pent leſt ye all periſh together, Prieſts and People ; for the Lord is- 
arifen to Judgment, and none.can ſtand: before him, which hath un- 
clean and filthy Garments, as you are covered with, whom R. B, here 
pats on to be Teachers of others, and yet remain your ſelves with x 
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under ſuch woful Sins and Condemnation, as is here ſpoken of : But 
ſarely if you did believe, and feel inwardly that iFwere ſo bad with 
you, as here in Words is gnified,: yorf could not go away fo lightly 
with your« Burdens, as yon, ſfem;to do, but it would ftop: your 
Mouths,” ard'cauſe all your Pride and Glory; to ceaſe _ 

For conſider but the firſt: thing, that this R. B. would have you his 
principal and beft taught Hearers to confeſs, to wit, That Pride 5s in 
your very Hearts ,, which, if you were ſenſible of, you would ceaſe cal- 
ling God. your Father, and Chriſt your Redeemer in this wretched 
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We 


Stite;; for to you, in this State, /it may be truly ſaid, as Chrift 


faid to thoſe unbelieving Fews, Te are' of your Father the Devil; for 
Pride of Heart is the chief part of his wicked Image : And indeed, 
the main thing in this Day, which hinders you from coming to Chrift 
(the meek, pure, and loyly Lamb of, God,) is the Pride of your cor- 
rupt Hearts, as Feremiah ſaid to the Jews, Tf you will not give Glory ta 
God, before your Feet ſtumble pon the dark Mountains, my Soul ſhall mourn 
m ſecret for your Pride :. It was the Pride of their Hearts, that was the 
ground of all their Evils, as it is of yours; for from the Pride of your 
Hearts, comes. your Ignorance of Mind, and Partiality, and want of 
all good, to the difhonouring of your Profeſſion, and what not? $0 
that:it may eafily be known who ſent this #. B.' who hath profited you 


nothing at all: For they have run, and 1 bave not ſent them, ſaith God, 
Therefore they cannot profis the People at all, Jer. 23. And that this R.B. 


might make it fully appear under whoſe Banner he Fights, and for 
whoſe Kingdom he Pleads, leſt the reſt of his Book ſhould leave it 
doubrful : He is now come forth in his proper ſhape of an Enemy of 
God; and good Men, that.in any meaſure are looking Heaven-ward, 
being. biirdened with 'the Fellowſhip of the. Wicked, and inſtead of 
helping the Lord's lictle Ones, againſt the great Power of the Dragon 
in the Perſecutors, he hath hammered forth Weapons for the Wicked 
Perſecutors, and againſt the tender-hearted Ones of GoJ, who are 
travelling to the Holy Land, 'with Egypr lefc behind; as in that 5x 
-DireQion; ſo called, and Page 254. of his faid Book appears, where 
be hath tliefe' words. BY 

Little do many real Separates, mho cry ont againſt the Spirit of Perſecution, 
ſuſpet;that the ſame Spirit is in them, whence '1s Perſecution, but from 
thinking.ill of athers, and abborring them, or. fot loving them ? , And do. you 
wt ſo'oy thoſe: (ſaith he) whem you canſeleſly ſeparate from? |, 
» \; Anſw. Here by way of Anſwer, before | ſet down any more of this 
naughtineſs of his, 1 cannot” but take notice of this word ( Cauſe- 
defly ): which here he puts in to cover his Deceit z.for though, at. the 
- firſt look, one. might judge, he igrended only Cayſelefi, or, Unwarrants- 
"108 | hh2 BEE Jon le, 
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-- 16731 ble, or Wicked Separatibn ; yet,'Reader; thon'muft, know, he intends. 
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as well the truly” Fender-hearted People of E-g/and, who in Conſci- 
ence to God, and Weg to' his. Holy Commandment are .,cowe 
out, and ſeparated from the/Fellowſhip of the:Wiicked ad theſe/Doys, 
and ſo cannot cake prrt in th&Offering9iof the Diad'as whilas others; 
and at theſe, if\ a'ſpecial manner, he. ſtrikes, af:er. his-accuſtdmed .min- 
ner, through the ſides of others; for his main” Envy is againſt the Li- 
ving Members of Chriſt ; And fo though thoſe thar ſeparate without 
cauſe, may have the like mird ito thole- that ſeparace fram being dif 
. ferent only-in Form, bit not-in''Heart'from them; yet 'fuch as are 
ſeparated by the-Power of God ( as Paul was, whom God ſeparated 
from his Mothers . Womb, calling him by his Grace ) thaye not; for 
theſe ſtand out of their own thoughts, and are in the Will, and Work, 
and Worſhip of God; whoſe Worſhip-is in Spirit .and Truth: Bur 
to proceed, RK: B. faith \further, © ; $152k 

You will. ſay, 'that though you think them wor- to be' truc Chriſtians, yes 
you love them: as Men, and wiſh their” good, and ſo will thoſe ſay by you 
(faith he) whom you call your Perſecutors ; though they think you to be Proud 
and Humerous, and Diſobedient, yet they ſay, they love you as Men; and do 
bat correft you, 'to cure your Selfmilledneſs and Humour, ard to: do you good, 
and to preſerve the rublick Peace : Taty think you to be bad, andtherefore In 
priſon you : You think them to be bad, amd therefore avoid Communion with thym. 

To this I cannot but by the: way ſpeak a word ; Who is there that 
ſees not the very Spirit of the Fygyprian Sorcerers ating in this very 
thing;'to the hardening of Pharaoy's Heart,-left he ſhould let Jſracl go? 
But this &. B. goes On in his Wickedneſs, and faith; They (:;to wit, 
the Perfecutors ) think you fo'bed, as 'to be unworthy of civil Liberty, ar d 
Privileges : You think them ſo bad as to be unworthy of Church»Priviledges 
and Liberties: They think you unworthy to be ſuffered in'the Lan perhaps; 
#nd you think, them unworthy to be ſuffered in the Churches ;, they cry againit 
you, Away with them, they are Schiſmatical, or Heretical ;, you cry againſt 
them,” Away with them, they are Prophane.' ' « -. 2621711 OVTEE 
**2nſw. Now in anfwer to this} iſty, That we who are of the WorlJ, 
Scornfully called Qzakers, have everlaſting cauſe 'to'Prailt the Lord, 
who hath redeemed -our Souls from among ſuch devouring Wolves, 
as this R. B. and from ſach a venomons Spirit as he 1s ated by ; What 
Heathen upon ' Earth could” trengthen the Hands. of the: Perſecutors 
againſt the Righteous more than this, by ſuch Compariſons-orofrgu- 
ments * 'What if this #.-B. had lived in the Days of:the Apoltles;. and 
firſt Chriſtians, when God ſeparated them from the Congregation ef 
"the unbelieving Fews ; ſtirety he*could-not but have been accounted fa- 
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for ſuch Compariſons as theſe., for never an Argument. be brings, for 1671 " 
the'Perfecutors now, but it would as much have fitted the Perſecators wyw _ -- 


” 


then againſt the 2briſtizens yea, and 1: would formerly, a..d_ doth at 
this Day fit thegP.4p//fs againſt the Proeſtun s, as. well as the Perſecu- 
tine, Prophane, Superſtirious Protyft.,rt 2gainſt them, whom God hath 
erawn by” bis Migtty. Power this Day from-amoneft them; For ſecing 
te lets but Thought againſt Thought, the Perſecutor?s. Thovzhts of 
the Rightecus, againſt the Perſccuted M2n's'Thovghts of him': And 
ſceing all Thoughts are queſtionable, he leaves this: ground for the 
Perſecuiing Jew to reaſon, to excuſe himſelf againlt the firſt Chriſtians, 
according to Fis Heilifh Invention on this wiſe, viz. . | : 

* Tok Chriſtians wo ſeparate from. us, are of as bad 4 Spirit as. us Jews, 
whom you call your Perſecutors ; for what'is Perſecution, but a thinking ill of 
others, and abho»ring thein, or not loving them? And do yu rot fo by ws, 
whom y0u cauſeleſly ſeparate from ? Anl though you ſay, though you think ua not 
4 Servants of Cop, yet you love us as Alen, and wiſh-onur Good, ſo do we you ;, © 
and that which we ao againſt you, which you call Perſecution, is but a cor- 
r.ting of you, to Cure your Self- willedueſs and Humour, andto do you good, 
and to preſerve the Publick Peace: And though you think much," you Chriſti- 
ans, that we Impriſon you, deny you Civil Liberties and Priviledges, ' and 
count yoſ unworthy to be ſffured in the Land ;, yet all this (by  R. BY Do- 
drine ) # far leſsthan yo do to w Jews ; for you think us ſo-bad, that yon 
avoid Communion with is, and deny us Church-liberty and Privileages ,. yea, 
and thi..k us unworthy to be ſuffered in the Churches. Come R. B.\Would 
this have been good and true Reaſonirg by the 7ews againſt the Chriſ#;5- 
ans, or by the Papiſts againſt the Prete/tanis? Then if it; would not ( as 

- no ſaver Man can fay 'it would) then for Ever ſtop. thy Mouth, , and ler 


thame'cover thy Face, for Ever fpeaking any; more. of things Fre | 
and: his. 


to Chriſtian,” or Chriſt's Religion.; for-an_ Enemy to Chrift and 
People thou art herein manifeſt to be: And left thou ſhould, want any 
thing to make thee compleat in Wickedneſs, thou goelt on, oye 
ſwer to an Objetion, which is to this purpoſe, Thar the Perſecutors Je- 
Parated from, are bad,” and priphane , ard he that ſeparates... faith he, 
charges themtruty; bat be is mot Schiſmaica!, or Heretigal, HED: 
hpn falſty. | To this I ſay, this R:"B. with a Whores Forehead, onthe 
bebalf of the Perſecators, anſwers and faith, 11 3b 
You ( ro wit, you that ſeparate ) ſay ſo, and; they ( to_tit,, the, Pexſe- 
entors?) ſay the fame of you + They ſay you are Sei[marical,. but they.are e 
"Propane; Now how ſhall a ftander-by know, which of you. ark, ip.the ph ? 
Ak 

alth, | 


© doubtleſs 'by the Witneſs and Evidences, C faith-be ]. they.b7 
” Court, or before ſomt' Mpgiſtrate, before, they |puniſh_you,. [; 
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Richard Baxter'SCiieo of Churoh Diviious, 


publickly againſt htm”; nor allow them any Church-Tuſtice ;, but avoid they 


Communion npon Reports, or preter.ce of private Knowledge : They judge. you 
Perſonally, one by one, you condemn whole Pariſhes in the "hy urheard : They 
condemn you, 4s for a poſitive Crime, but you condemn theft, without charg- 
ing any one Crime upon them, &c, To which I anſwer for the Lord and 


bis Truth, in this Day of !/rac”s Trouble and Trials, and ſay, 
The Lordrebuke thee, thou Lying Spit, in this R. B. Was there - 


ever heard ſuch Notorious Falſhoods and Abominations come from one 
prof. ſing the Goſpel, yea, profiling himſelf to be a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel, yea, .and raking upon him to be a Teacher of the Teachers, as 
is here irom-thisR.B? Ch?! the Envy, Oh! the Malice, the deep- 
_—_ of this Man agaipft them that depart from Iniquity in 
theſe 7lards, and cannot join with the People of this wicked World, in 
their Bloody Offcrings : Oh! the Patience and Long-ſuffcring of God 
rowards ſuch, though they continue long in their Wickedneſs; but the 
Lord will certainly plead with thee, OR. B. and all his Adverſariey, 
foe your great Envy to his People ard Work in theſe Days: But come 
et us ſce again, it theſe Lies of R. Bs, would not have ſuited as well for 
rhe Perſecuting Zews againſt the firſt Chriſtians, or the Perſecuting Pa- 
piſt: againſt the Froteſtants, as it doth for the Perſecutors in thaſe Days 
againſt thoſe, that in Obedience to God are ſeparated from them ? 

For what if Tereullas, or any Jewiſd Lying Orator had ſtood up im be- 
-half of the Fews againſt the Chriftiars, and- ſaid, The Jews try you in 
ſome Court, or before ſome Magiſtrate, before they puniſh you ; but 
you Chriſtin: never try them, nor hear them ſpeak for themſelves, nor 
-examine any VVitneſſes publickly againſt them, nor allow them any 
Church-Juftice, but avoid their Communion upon report, or pretence 
.of private Knowledge, and ſo condemn them by the lump ; yea, a whole 
*"Kation together ? &c. And ſo if the Papsft againſt the Proteſtants had 

uſed the ike reafoning, would ir have been any thing* but groſs Un- 
truth and Falſhood in either of their Mouths ? Or were-either the firſt 
Chriffians, or firſt Proteffants, any more to.be blamed for their Separa- 


. "tion, becauſe of ſuch Liars ?. Nay, nay, neither are the People of God 


in theſe Days any worſe to be thought of for ſeparating from the 
"Wicked, notwichſtanding all theſe groſs Lies of R. B.-or any of his 
Spirit; 1 fap, they are moſt groſs Lies, if they be ſaid of us the People 
of God, whom the World in Scorn calls Quakers, that we. haye,not 
Tried them, &c. For we have Tricd them, * and, heard them: often 
_ What they eanſay for themſelves, and we have- by. the Spirit of - the 
Lord found them wanting of the :Life-and Power of Godlineſs, like the 

eathen,” who profeſs notClriſt, and publick Witneſſes there are gh de 
aot only their owa'Works which ate daily manifeſt in the Face of th 
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Saf, but alſo <heir own Words and Confeſſions when. they TIA wr | 


Worſhip 3 for they ſay, they have left undone what God commands, 
and done what he forbids, and fo have no Spiritual Health in them x 


which ſignifies plainly, they havedenied Chriſt come in the Fleſh ; (for - 


whoſoever receives him, [receives God's Saving Heath, and are a ſaved 


' People , ſpiritually healchful) they have condemned themſelves by 


their Unbelicf and evil Deeds from the Common-wealth- and Inheri- 
tance of 1/racl : And ſo not only theSpirit of the Lord in us, -but even 


the Witneſs of God in their own Conſcjences charges not only one, but. 


even many great and grievous Crimes upon them. And fo R, B. with 
all his Lies, and evil Inventions, (if hz Repent not) is for the Lake; 
and if ever he be ſaved, it maſt be through fiery gerrible Judgment, 
which will conſume the Adverfary: For, Oh! how hath Satan blinded 
his Eye, that he ſhould thus riſe up againſt the People and Work of 
God in theſe Days to his hurt? And when it is objeted, that of all 
Men living, no Man think that a Perfecutor is godly, and fit for Church- 
Communion, he doth not like a Chriſtian confeſs/tothe Truth thereof, 
but aftzr his accuſtomed manner, Heathen-like, hz invents his ſorry 
ſhifts'to avoid the force of the Truth, by ſaying, Did a# the Finifters 
and Common People perſecute you? And then asking a Queſtion concern- 
ing thedoings of the Souldiers under Oliver, and the like, which are 
meer ſhifts 3 [For what i ihe doings of any Men, to make void the Fruth by 


it ? For whatſoever any in their Ignorance of the Truth, have dove 47 | 


the Truth, ſerves nothing to the making veid of this, t0 wit, That a Perſe- 
cator of, the Godly, is not godly, nor fi: for - Church-Communion;,, but in- 
ſtead of giving Glory to God) by Confeſfing to Truth, this R. B. after 


he bath wearied himſelf with his words, of what was done in Oliver%s 


time, he ſums up his Dzviliſh DoQrine of pleading for the Perſecutors, 
and againſt thoſe whom God hath ſeparated from them, ( ſaying to the 
ſame wicked purpoſe as before) /t « but one and the ſame Sin in Perſe- 
cutors and the Scparates, which canſeth the one to ſmite their Brethren, 

and the othir to Excommunicate them ; the one to caſt them into Va 
Priſon as Schiſmaticks, aud the other to caſt them out of the Church 

as Prophaze, &c. And fo for this thy ſuniming up and concluding, 
God harh concluded thee with the wicked Perſecutors, whom the Judg- 
ment of his great Day will meet. But hold, O! R, B. thou that art 
thus hot, and withont all fear in pleading for the Devil's Kingdom : I 
ſay, when the Lord bids us, and we obzy him in ſeparating .from the 
Wicked ; is thisall one with the Sin of Perſecution ? Oh thou U-Juit 
Man ! the Lord will be terrible to thee in the Day of his Wrath, which 


- | nighathand to come upon thee, ( if thou. repent not ) for all thy 
[1 Villany againſt him, and for all thy daubing Ueceirful words, in the be- 
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ginning ahd end of this DireQion ; rheLord fees thee 40 be a Fighter 
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Some more bf the ſtrange Sayings of this: 
Richard Baxter in his Book. . | 


F 


Page 219. ODLY Men are much. liker to be'in the right, that” Une 
godly Men. ET VESTS Sd 
a/c This ſhews what a Stranger he is to the certainty of GoCli- 
NES, . N * Sa 
Page 220. Somctimes the worſe? ſort of Men may hold faſt the Truth. 
Arſw. This is a'groſs Lie ; for the bad cannot” hold faſt :the good; 
unleſs in Priſon. | 
If any better Perſons deny Infant-Bartiſm, the worſer Sort of People 
-*# would be all againſt them, and yet be in the right. 
=  ÞA.ſw. Thus Sprinkling ofalnfants, for which there is no Scriptvre, - 
-.  . mul? reeds be wrong whoſoever hcld it ; and-the Corruption! of it 
appears ſo much the more, hecauſe the worſer Sort are ſo much for .it. 
Alany ao take a Formof Praver, & Liturgy, to be unliwful, meerly be- 
canſe the moſt of the wor ſer Sort are for-it. | 
Anſw. It thy Heercrs be fo b-diy-t2ught, yet thoſe that are targht of 
- God, forbrar ſech things as they know he requires not of them, bet 
"wher Form, or Litorey is gat, which the moſt of the worſer Sort of 
the Peoplzarc for, is it not 1hait which ſpeaks Peace to te Wick: d, by 
telling them they were R-ogenerated by ſprinkling a little Watcr cn 
their Faces, or the like, » hen Infants? And that they ſh;1] be ſaved, 
though they. continne in Sin al] r:eir Lives long : But the He ur cometh, 
and ; now, 1s, that neither in the inverted Forms of the Hypoctite's. 
long - Prayzrs, nor in the ſhort invented Forms and Liturei:s /of' the 
Proph ne, but in Spirit and Truth, as the LorJ Jeſus enables then), 
will G2d be wor ſkipped, apd ſerved by his People ;” for the Day is 
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Anſwered and Confuted, 233 
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dawned, and the Shadows fly away ; and as the Day doth more and 1671 | 

moreariſe in its Glory, will all the things of vaia Men paſs away. WNW 
Page 221, The ſumof his 44th DireCtions, by his own ſetting down, 

runs thus, p.- | 


Te take the Examples of Religious Men, to be one of your moſt Perilous 
Temptations ; and therefore labour 10 diſcover, eſpecially what are the Sins of 
Profeſſors, in the Age that you live in, that you may eſpecially watch and for= 
rifie your Souls againft them: {| And adds ] That ſometimes the ſtrifteſt Sore | 
run in a Gang after one Opinion, and ſometimes after another. a 

Anſw. Here I Appeal to that of God in all that fear his Name, and 
are alive to Truth, whether this do not wholly tend to the hardening of 
Pharaoh's Heart, againſt the People of God ia theſe Days, who are in 
the Truth it ſelf, and not in Opinions, as the Hypocrites are ? For 
though ſuch as are begotten into Forms of Religion (without the Truth) 
by the Hirelings, do never ceaſe from erring, yet the truly Religious, 
who are begotten to God by Chriſt, walk inthe Way undefiled, which 
the Fools, who are upright in Heart cangot err in. 

But this his telling ofrunning ina Gang, is a filchy and reproachful 
Speech, wholly of 4ſhded, and the Lord will judge thee, O Enemy ! 
for thy work R. B. and therefore let all that fear God, take heed of this 
Man's Soul-defiling, and Heart- hardning Dottrine; for out of the dark, 
and wicked Kingdom, wherein heand all ſuch live, is the Lord calling 

' his People. E 


And to conclude, If any would ſee this Harlot in its fine Dreſs, and the , = 
Crooked Serpent in its glittering Colonron the Head which muſt be kf 
bruiſed, and yet with his Sting in his Tail, which is full of Venom, 
let them conſider that 44th Direction, which runs thus, 


- Deſire the higheſt Degree of Holineſs, and tobe free from the Corruptiors 
of the Times, but ..ffe& 1.0t to be 01d, and ſingular, from ordinary Chriſtians 
in lawful thingss for inſtarce, If it weri togo jn a meaner Garb than othtys, 
ard as the Quakers, not to put. off the Hat ; or with the Friars, to go. bare- 
foot, or in 4 diſtinguiſhing Havit, that al Alen may ſee, and ſay, Thu 6a 
ſing ular Perſon in Rel;gion ;, it 15 eaſie to ſee bow this gratifieth| Pride. | 

Anſv.” But now tizat the Lord is ariſen according to his Promiſe, -ia. 
27. 1. which faith, /n that Day the Lord; wich. bus ſore, and great and 

: ſt: 078 Sword, fall juniſhLoylathan the. picratng. Serpent, [ener | Leviathan 

* thit crorked Serpent, and he ſhall [lay the Dragon. hat 1.4m the Sear WVheve- 

\Hre,'F (ay, Itiis, that the Dragoh is ſo wrathtulito pour. foriithis Floodsof 

"mn *Perfecurion'® ter The Heavenly Wymgs ard-her Man-cbild- Ang:ti-ere 
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Richard Baxter's Cure of Church:Diviſtons, 


| A 671 fore it is, that the Crooked Serpent in ſuch Men (as this is) is ſo at 


—— 


Lv work, every way ſeeking with their Cunning and Crafty Deceitfnl Do- 


Qrines, to pterce the Heart, the Life of Truth, by their Darts; and ſo 
with their fair colourable words, as the Apoſtle fpeaks, to deceive the 
Hearts of the Simple and Ignorant People, but the Lord takerh the 
Wilely in their own Craftineſs, and the Pit they dig for others, them-. . 
ſelves fall into, and the Lord's Spiritual Sword of Truth pierces through 
all their Lives ; and Dead in the great Sea and Puddle of their own 
Iniquities before the Lord, and his Saints, this Day they lye; Glory 
to his -Name, the Mighty God over all, who is worthy. 

For what more gliſtering and fair-leeming words can the Serpent 
give, than to ſay, Deſore the higheſt Degree of Holineſs, and to be free 
from the Corruptions of the Time : But that this R. B. intends no ſuch 
thing, no, nor believes that any ſhall ever attain to any ſuch thing, 
whilſt on the Earth, is moſt manifeſt by the whole current of his Do- 
Erine ; for not only in his former Books, where he hath publickly de- 
clared, That fiileſs Perfeftion is the Doftrine of the Devil, batc!?d in 
Hell, &c. Buteven ia thiwvery Book, it fully app:ars what an Ene- 
my he 13, notonly to the higheſt degree, bur even to Holineſs 1c elf, 
where amongſt his other Unioly DoErines he ſaith, as is befor” men- 
tioned, fron Page 195: That thereis no Man alive, that worſh ppeth God . 
withous ſome ſin,” ( and adds ) Do you ever pray your ſelves in ſecret, or in 
yo.r Families without ſm? And abetter State than this he doth not be- 
lieve, that any ſhall here come unto; and for being free from the Cor- 
ruption of the Times ; what haſt thou to do, O R.B ! tota!kof this, 
who artone with the Corrupt, pleading for Conformity, even with the 
Perſecutors of Godlineſs ir ſelf ? Yea, feking to make ſuch, as good 
and cxcuſeable before the Lord in their Pet ſecutions of the Godly, as 
the Godly themſelves ate, who in Obedience to. God do ſeparate fi om 
them: What! Is Praying to God with ſin in your Hearts, the higheſt | 
_. Degree of your Godlineſs ? Oh Hypocrites ! Yea, it is: And is your 
Conforming to the Worſhip-A&tions of the Perſecytors, wlio take 
God's Name in vain, when ever they mention it in that State, no Cor- 
Tuption ? And notonly ſo, but your Oneneſs with the Times in many 
of thcir Corrupt Cuſtoms of daily Converſition, as every Eye ſees, 10 
Corruptions ? Bat above all, Corruption. is gone forth over all the 
"Land, even from the Teachers, ſach as this R. B. is, who in words 
can tell others of forſaking i ; for what greater Corruption, than for 
the Prieſts to love to be.called of Men Maſters, and to Preach for Hye, 

414 Divine for Money; and to cry,” Peace, Peace to the Wicked , eſpecially 
Y ſach as pw! into ther Mouths : Bur if any put 1ot Into their Mouths, then they 
prepare W, ar againſt them, as both ti Oliver's time, and ſince, they have 
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done, to the impoveriſhing and ſpoiling them that! fear God of their 167x + 


i Goods, and impriſoning ſeveral to Death upon the ſame account :wFY 
y P "What would Chriſt, ( Mat. 23.) and the Prophets, Jeremiah, and "7 
9 Iſajah, and Micah, and the reſt, have cried ſo vehemently againſt ſuch 
z things, if they had not-been grievous Corruptions of the Times ? See 
© Fer. 5- 30, 31. Iſa. 56. Micah 3.5, &c. And ſo when the Prieſts are 
WE; Proud, and Covetous, and Cruel; what can their Followers be, but 
. like them? It is not the Prieſts telling People, they muſt deſire after 
Holineſs, and forſake the Corruptions of the Times, that will do any 
good, ſo long as the Teachers themſelves live in Unholineſs and Cor- 


ruptions, and ſmite with the Fiſt of Wickedneſs ; for doth not that in 
| the Conſcience ſay to ſuch ? Thou that teacheſt another; why doeſt 

not thou teach thy ſelf : Bat they have run, and God hath nor ſent them, 

therefore (they are ſuch Briars, and Thiſtles, and ) carnot profit the Peo-" 
ple at all, Fer. 23. And they ſay to every one that walks after the Ima- 

ginations of their evil Hearts, ye ſhall have Peace : But for theſe things, 

the Lord hath, and yet will ſeverely judge them, Head and Tail, Root 

and Branch, in his great Day. | > 

And now to that which he ſaith to his Diſciples 3 Be not odd and fin- 
gular from ordinary Chriſtians in lawful things, if it be to go in a meaner 
Garbthan others, or not to put off the Hat, or to go bare-foot, or in a diſtin- 
guſhing Habit, this gratifieth Pride. 

Anſtv, To this1 may ſay, Wobe to them that call Evil Good, and 
Good Evil, that account keeping on the Hat in ſimplicity of Heart to 
God, as we do our other Garments, without Contempt to any ; I ſay, F-- 
that account and call this Evil, and yet account putting off the Hat, in K77 
Honour to Proud Fleſh, Goody the Apoſtle Fames ſaith, He that bath " 
reſpet# to Perſons committeth Sin, ard ts convinced of the Law as a Tranſ= 
greſſor, Jam. 2.9. Burt R.B. in this his pleading for the Hat, faith 
[ it is lawful ] but to keep Chrift®s Commands, in having reſpeCt to 
Chriſt, and not to the Perſons of Men [| oddneſs and ſingularity ] 
though this Man, and his Fellows, condemn us for this, yet Chriſk 
juſtifies us, and ſo we have Peace with God: And for going in a mean- 
er Garb than others; whoſoever he intends by this, we know that he, 
and all fuch Proud Maſterly Teachers, are far enough from this, for 
they are quite out in the other Extream ; for if you will find Pride and 
Predigality, who more Notorious in the Land than the Prieſts and their 
Families, who live in Pride, Idleneſs, Fulneſs of Bread, and the poor 

. People ſee it, though they are forced to labour and drudge for #hem, as 

the Iſraclite: ia Egypt - And ſo they ſpend their Honey, for that which i not 

Bread, and their Labours, ' for that which. ſatrsfies not their Seuls, as the Pro- 

het of O1d complain'd ; and that which is mo ſad, they muſt _ 
| | 1-2-2 
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by force; for if the People &o ſee them to be totally void of Grace in 
their Lives, yet according to R. B*s DoQtrine, they muſt not take them 
for no Miniſters, however they muſt be at coſt with them, ro-maintain 
them in their Pride and Idlegeſs, or elſe look for a Priſon, or ſpoiling 
of their Goods, or the like ; but the Lord hath fhaken his Hand at ſuch 
diſhoneſt Gain. Bat as for a diſtinguiſhing Habir, which this R. B. 
Charges upon the Friars; how is'it that he could not ſee hinſelf, and 


his Brethren, 1a their diſtinguiſhing Habits of Black Gowns, Black 


Cloths, Tippets, Hoods, Surplices, and the like ? Oh! theſe Unjuſt 
Men, who are all Eye abroad, and none at home; but this was ever the 
Nature of ſuch as were out of Chriſt's Do&rine. Alſo whereas this 
R. B. by theſe words, { That all may fee and ſay, this is a fingular Per- 
fon in Religion ] doth endeavour ro make People believe, that, our 
not putting off our Hats, ( which we do meerly in Obedience to God,. 
who commands us not. to honour proud Fleſh ) is done for a ſelfiſh End, 
and in our own Wills, to get a Name, is ſuch a piece of Haughtinels 
and Fooliſhneſs in him, tht nothing but meer Envy could have taught. 
bim ſuch a piece of Unreaſonablenels ; for who is there that ſces not the 
contrary Effect to come of our not. putting off our Har, to what R. B. 
here ſets down ? Forit is fo far from getting us a Name of being Reli- 

giaus amongſt Men, that they do as it were with one Mouth cry out. 
againft us, unmannerly Fellows, and the like, for it : And truly, bur 
that the pure Fear of God ſtrengthens us, it were impoſſible for us to 
bear the Reproaches, Finings, and Bzatings, and daily Croſs that at- 


-" tends this very ſame thing ; ſo that to croſs proud Fleſh in this one 


thing, expoſes the poor Creature to preat Trials in theſe dezenci ate 
Days, even amongſt them that profeſs Chriſt, ( who made himſelf of 
no Reputation in this World ) trom whom one might exp:& better 


. uſage, for ſo harmleſs a thing : But as Chriſt, and his Apoltles, and 


Diſciples, found no better uſ1ge amongſt the profeſſing Jews of thoſe 


- Days, for doing the Will of God: So we are eycn made content to un- 


dergo all things for the Truth's ſake from our own Country-men and 
Profeſſors in theſe Days, even from all who profeſs the Letter, and 
want the Life-and Vertue of what they do profeſs: And praiſed bez 
' God for Ever, who through his Grace gives our Souls the Victory; but 
as for this KR. B. and his Followers, who are ſo full of chat earthly 
fala Wiidom, which receives Honour of Men, ard judges of things ac- 


; cording to the Fleſh ; 1 ſay, for them to ſeek God's Honour,. and glori- 


ke him inſuch low contemptible things, as. this is, is at preſent far 
from them-; but to pat off the Hat in Honour to proud Fleſh, and-to 
lave greetings in the Markets, and to goin long Robes, a4 the Old Phariſces. 
48, and to.be called of Men Aſnfter, and the like, which: gets Praiſe and' - 
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Applauſe of the World, though Chriſt forbid-ir never ſo much, 1 fay, 1678 
theſe things they. like better, the mores the pity; ſee Mar. 23. and www 


ſoit appears who are in the Selfiſhnefs, Pride and Hypocrifie, and who 
are not; and ſo 1s the Scripture fulfilled, which ſaith, I» that Day it 
ſhall be ſeen, who are they that fear God, and why not ;, Glory to God for 


his unſpeakable Gifr, and not unto us, but to thy Mame be the Praiſe, 


O Lord. | | | 
What would this'R. B. ( if he had been in thoſe Days) have Md of 
Chriſt, of whom ir was ſaid, That he taught the Way of God truly, and 


. regarded not the Perſors of Men, ( then ſurely he put not off a Hat in 


Bonour, to proud Fleſh, as yedo) I ſay, would not this Man have called 
him ſome odd Conceited, Singular, Proud Fellow, like as his Prede- 
ceſlors the Phariſees of thoſe Days ( who received Honour one of another } 
did ? No queſtion but he would ; for if he do thus to us his Servants, 


what would he have done to him our Lord and Maſter ? But happy are 


all they in this Day, who chule rather to ſuffer the AﬀfiCtion and Re- 


proach with Chriſt and his People, than toenjoy the Pleaſures of Sin, 


which are but for a Seaſon. So be it, 


Alſo becauſe this R. B. in Page 27. of his Preface faith, That People 
. are far more averſe ( that 1s, contrary or againſt) to Communion or Con- 


cord 4:h the Pariſh Churches, than the Conforming Miniſters are; 'and yet 


he ſeems in his Ej3/t{t to Bryar's Book, ito be unwilling that People 


ſhould think he hath ConformeC, though he hath' pleaded for it, and 
againſt Separating from the Pariſh Allemblies and: Worſkips, as now 
manag?d : And alfo ſceing that Bryan, as he faith, 'is, or was filenced 
for Nonconformircy himfclf, 1 deſire 8!l that'reads theſe Lines, to take 
notice of what a ſtrange,uneven and unrighteous Spirit theſe Men are of, 


In their creeping, andtwiſting,. and twining to and'fro ;' yet the Eye of 
the Lord, and his Bleſſed Spitic in his Children this Day doth eaſily ſpy- 


th:m out ; Sometimes they are al} for GConformiry, and againlt Sepa- 
ration. by any. means, and plead the Co:mon- Prayer-Peoples Cauſe with 
all their mightg@as it were; and yet preſently they are all'on a fire a- 
gainit any that thall think they are Conformiſts: Nay, ſays R. B- How 
ean any judge lim to be a Corformiſt, who is ſilenced for Nonconformity'? 
But if this Man, (lometime a Head to thoſe called Presbyterians at and 
about Kidderminſter) aid! Bryan of the ſame Nature , ſomerimes a 
Teacher at Coventry, be not Conformed, or be not yet Conformiſts, as 
well as others of their Brethren, who have long ſince ſwallowed down, 
the Old Common'Prayer Service, as they called it, which they rejected: 
19 0/iver's time, becauſe it hindr<d them then ſrom devouring the Peo» 
ples Labours ; and ſeeing they play fo ſhameleſly for it now ; __ alſo 
© 9M | eving 
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2671 ſeeing this 2. B.-in expreſs words confeclſeth, That they ave not ſo ad 
NV againſt Conformity with the Common-Prayer Service, as the People are; 


What may be the Reaſon oi this ſtrange thing, to wit, That they do 
not in all things conform, is Deed and Pratice, as well as in words, 
fave only, as is plain to me, this; becauſe they judge that their Ad- 
mirers are not yet ſufficiently wearicd out with-keeping off, nor ſufi- 
ciently moulded and fitted in their Minds for coming in ; and therefore 
they have lingred, and may yet linger a while longer before they do 
openly, and before all appear Conformiſts, deſiring, if poſſible, to ſee 
the People in before them z for theſe Two Chief Presbyrerian Prieſts, « 
ſo called, are already in the Pariſh 'Stuff,, in their: Judgment, and with 
their Minds and Hearts aiready, or at leaſt would be thought ſo to be 
by the wicked World, oi whom they are Lovers : Yet they ſeenot how 
to vend their flattering. Doctrines, if their Admirers Conform not, and 
come not in with them, or rather. be not in the Pic before them; fo 
weak and wretched a thing is Man, yea, the beſt-ſeeming of the Sons 
of Men, ont of the-Truth; Oh! how truly fulfilled by theſe Men, are 
thoſe words of the Apoſtle, where he ſpeaking of the Falſe, Hypocriti- 
. cal, Ontſide Teachers of that Time, faith, With good Words, and {air 
Speeches, they deceive the Hearts of the Simple ? Therefore ever-praiſed 
be Chriſt, who hath opened our Eyesto ſee, and perſwaded our Hearts, 
to avoidſuch Wolves in Sheeps-clothing, 'as this RB. and Bryan are; 
for, what finer and hizher Talk, or Skin, or Clothing, can the Wolf 
- get, than to make Sexmons of dwelling with God, and the like, as this 
Bryan doth ? When it's manifeſt, he neither knows God, nor is Way, 
nor his Dwelling-place ; but is inwardly ravened, from that-Good and 
Bleſſed Spirit of Tru:h and Honeſty which ſhould commend him to God. 
The Wolves Nature in &. B. is already in this Writing ſet down and 
-Manifeft; and now I come inthe Light of the Lord, to make manifeſt 
ſome of his Brother Bryan's. And firſt fall ſet downthat Blaſphemous 
Paſſage of his, in p. 291, and 292. of his ſixth Sexmon, in that Book of 
His, Inticuled, Dweling with God, &c, where-he faith, I ans not ignorant, 
hat many of you, whoſe Habitation, I queſtion not but the' Loxd js; who bave 
your Habitation in ſeveral Countries of this King dom, have drunk 4 deep Pre- 
Judice, againſt all the Parochial Corgregations, whereof you are Legal Mem-. 
bers, and where all you mere Baptized, and thereby were made the Members of 
Chrift, the Childrenof God, and Heirs of his Kingdom : I fear ſome of you 
will ſtartle at theſe Expreſſions, found in the Common Prayer ; bur if you 
conſult the Holy Scriptures, you will find them warranted in a Sacramental 
Senas , and your Prejudice hath ſo far wrought upon you, that you bave for- 
ſaken the affembling of your ſelves together with your Neighbours, in the pub- 
dick Meeting-places, Thns faf this Bryan. - 
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© Anſw. But ever praiſed-be'the Lord, who hath delivered us from the 1672 7 
Mouths of ſuch manifeſt Wolves as theſe are, who in times paſt weregyw 


hidden, but are now fully ſeen, (who, thouÞh his Brother R. B. ſays, 
kis Mouth was ſtopt, or fil:nced for not Conforming, yet here it ſeems 
it is wide open till, according to his and their Cuſtom, ro manifeſt 
his Folly and wicked in-fide againſt the Truth, and for Deceit) that the 
Simple-hearted might for ever be warned from following ſuch any 
more 3; for who wonld have thought, that ever (him called) Dr. Bryan 


of Coventry, and Richard (called Mr.) Baxter of Kidderminſter , who' 


were ſo promoted in Oliver*s time, for Conformity to Oliver's Laws 
and Religion in oppoſition to the Prelates, and their Common- Prayers, 
ſhould now, with a little blaſt of Mens Breath, be filenced (as R. B's 


Epiſtle to his Book ſaith) 'for a time, and ſo ſhattered -and confound :4 


. with the Fall, that when they awaked, and got a little Breath, that 


they ſhonid, for fear of Men, be fo transformed into other [hapes, as 


not to be aſhamed to' get igto their Mouths blaſphemoaus words [of 


making People Members of Chriſt, Children of God, and Heirs of his-. 


Kingdom] by having a little Water ſprinkled on their Faces by a M +n- 
made Prieſt, when they were Infants, and underſtood nothing; which 
paſſage is contrary to the Scriptures of Truth, as all ſober- minded 


People may, well underſtand; yea, and this Bryan himſelf knows in his _ 
own Conſcience, that they are not found words, though he molt noro-. : 

- rioully and falfly ſays, to pleaſe the preſent Evil World [ with all] that - 
the Holy Scriptures warrant them in a Sacramental Sence. Burt 1 defire. - 


that all People, who fear the Lord, would take heed of fuch dangerons 


Hereſies ; for the Scriptures of Truth do not allow of Falſhdbd in any< 


Sence at' all; for iYs abſolutely falſe in the ſight of God; and to all 
good Men, thar Infants, by any fuch outward Sprinkling or doing (as 
they call Baptiſm) are made the Children of God, Memvers of Chriſt, 
Heirs of his Kingdom; feeing the Scripture no where commands any 
fuch thing, bur ſaith, That excepr People be born from above, they carner 
ee the Kingdom of God : But the Day is dawned, that makes all things 
manifeſt, Praifes to: God: And therefore People conlider what a 
Wretcneinefs thoſe are under, who follow ſuch blind Guides, as turn 
and change with every Time, and can be any thing or nothing in ap=- 
pearance, ſo that they can but keep'yp their Name amongſt Men. 
What, was was the Common- Prayers, and ſuch things, {> cdious a thing 
in the Eyes of theſe Pricſts in Oljv:r's Time? And is it now, -yea the 
worſt part of it,” become ſich an Idol in their Eves, as that- thoſe rvar 
dwell in God, maſt be condemned of deep Prejudice for not Confor- 
mity to it ? What, will not that Spirit that climbs over the Door, aid 


never Was ſent of God to preach the Goſpel, ſay, or unſay, ſoas it.can 
F .-53 but 
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Lav Accuſer of- the Brethren; Can bhoſe that. dwell with God, deny to 


iviſlons, 


— 
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2u ' Blaſh phe mons B: y-n, the 


conform to that Worſhip ®r. Service. which-is of God ? And therefore 
it is ſafely and truly concluded, that the. Service thon-pleads. for, is not 
of God, becauſe for Conſcience to. God, with. whom' they dwell, they 


-cannot*conform to.it: But Oh how the Serpent creeps-upon his Belly to 


do miſchief, by ſeeking to perſwade the C6nſciencious People, That by 
their not joyning with the Pariſh-Worſhips and Aſſemblies, they open their 
* Mouths wide, to caſt a Scandal upon their Perſons, as Prophane, and Mpon 
the ſtrift Profeſſion of walking preciſely according tothe written Word; which 
they think (ſays this Bryan,in that P.2 92. of his Book ) gives you no warrant 
for your Separation, &c. And then down upon his Belly he goes, ſaying, 


. My bumble and earneſt Requeſt to you u, 10 lay «fide your Frejugice, and ex- 


amine by the good Word, whether your Separation be not ſcnful. 

Azſw. To-which I anſwer in the Word'of the Lord, Bleſſed: for 
ever, that we, who for the Work and Word of the Lord in our Hearts 
and Mouths, are by. the ſinful Prieſts of England, and elſewhere, -dif- 
dained, and ſcornfuily called ' Quakers, are not ſeparated from them 
becauſe of 2ny Prejudice, or the like, againſt them ; but God, who by | 
his Everlaſting Light of Trath,hath ſhewed us the Evil of their Doings, 
and of our own, - when we worſhipped we knew not what amongſt 


them; he, I ſay, hath ſeparated us trom them, and joyned us to him- 


felf in Chriſt Jeſus, where, with him, onr Dwelling is indeed, (though 
Bryan think not ſo) praiſed bethe Name of our moſt Boly Lord&God 
for evermore. And ſo we are not yet to examine, whether our Sepa- 
ration be ſinful, or nay; for that is done, and we do know it-to be 
good, according to the good Ward from the beginning,moſt certainly. 
Afd fo the Offence which the Pariſh-worſhippers take, is Offence with- 
out all Canſe on our parts given 3 and ſo it is no other, than the Un- ' 
believers took in all Generations, againſt them that:/feared God; as the 


" Fems.were offended at Chriſt and his Apoſtles, yea, and all ChriRians 


in thoſe days, becauſe they could not worſhip with their .Neighbours,im 
their Superſtitions, as this Bryan would -hare vs ;.and-not-only fo, but 
they killed Chriſt and b4s Apoſtles, and grievouſly perſecuicd the. Chri- 
ſtians for their Separation then, as they do us at this day z and ſo the 
Reproach of Chriſt, is to us great Riches, and the Perſecutors God 
will examine 2nd judge: And as ſes did chuſe rather to ſutter Afﬀidti- 
On with the People of God, than to enjoy Egypr's Glory. for a Seaſon, 10 


-B'eſſed are all, that with us are \perſwaded in their! Hearts, to follow * 
theLamb whereſoever he gces,, not heeding:iwhztathe Wicked ſay, or 
Jndre of them ; bur as the Apoſtic cxhorts, looking, at Jetus the Au- 
- Thor and Finiſher of our Faith, who for the Joy that-was ſct-beſgre. him, 


end: red, 
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endured the Croſs, and deſpilſe® the Shame; and fo through all the I Fg 1 


' 


Tryals and Perſecutions of this World, enter into God's Glory, where vw 


none can come to make afraid. 

Bur. if there be any, who through Prej1dice (as this Bryan ſpeaks) 
and not. by the Spirit, of the Lord, are ſeparated from -the Parjſh- 
Worſhip, it is neceſſary for ſuch to ſee to themſelves, and ke” 
leſt their Return be as Shameful, as their. Separation was. Sinful; (like 
this Bryan and R. B) who, it ſeems, all this while, have been no real 
and true.Separatiſts to God ; but have been only in the Self ſeparation 
according to the Will and Force: of Times: For though the poor :de- 
ceived Followers of ſuch Men, be at preſent maze averſe from joyning 
with the Superſtitions of the Times, than your Hearers are (as R, B. 
fays) yet if you grow. not out of their rotten Root, into the Root 
Chriſt Jeſus, you will be weary and faint in your Way before theend : 
But let all know, that theſe Self.ſeparatiſts, who have not their Birth 
of God; are not real Dwellers with God ; though this Bryan, it's like, 


. had an Eye eſpecially to ſuch 1 his words, and to whom, it's like, in 
a ſpecial manner he applies his fawning flattering Words and Deſires : 
But what's the Reaſon, may we ſay again, that - theſe Non-conforming 


Miniſters, by R, B's report, are not ſo much.againft the Pariſh-Way of 
Yorſilp, 3S now managcd, as their Hearers are, ſave only their groſs 


$pocrifie, and ſelf-ſeeking Nature, and -double Mind, as was hinted 


efore ? For they have carricd the People in hand, that they would 
{uffer; yea, what would they not ſuffer, rather than Conform: And 
now behold how this Teacher of Teachers (R. B.) hath bewrayed their 
Nakedneſs : O People, People, who have been long deceived. by ſuch 
double-minded ones (who are unſtable in all their Ways) that you 
would turn your Minds from them; to the true Light of Jeſus Chriſt 


in your Conſcience, that with it you might firſt ſee your ſelves, and fo 


growing up in that true Light, you might come to ſee Jeſus Chriſt, 
who neyer f*1], nor never ciangeth, to be your Teacher and Miniſter ; 
and ſo. come from off the Barren Mountains, whether theſe, ard the 
like, deceitful Men (R. B. and Bryn) have led you, and left you; for 
now 15 the Lord making unto all People a Feaſt of Fat,things,-of Wine 
on the Lees well refined, ever praiſed be his Name forit: And now, 
if aftec all the Lizht that the Lord bath ſet up in this day, you will nor 
be warned to come into the Liberty of the Sons of God, and fo accept 
of God?s Freedom in his Son freely tendered you + what. remains? But 
i60u be. faſined, more in the Pit of Darkneſs with all Unbelievers, .it- 


is juſt; IT LS ; 400% r KA) 
But whereas this R. B. tells of his Brother Bryan's ſilencing formerly 
for not;Conforming, it had been well-for him that he bed bcen file as 
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167 r ſtill, rether than have opened is Moith thus to the diſhonour of God, 
Sv and ſtrengthening Deceit in the Deceitful, and ſo to the Shame and Con- 
fuſion of his own Face; and all his raking up ſomething here and there, 


35 he could get hold of it in his dark' Imaginations, for Pariſh-confor- 
mity, it is ſo nothing to the purpoſe; and fo. well ſeen to be fo, by all 
that are not wilfully blind, that it ſerves only to diſcover his own Nzked« 
nefs, and rotten in-ſide, as not only by what hath been already ſaid; but 


'by. what alſo now follo{«s doth further appear, as in Page 295 1s ſet 


down, where he faith,” 2 

It #s no ſufficient Warram to ſeparate 'from a Church, becauſe it i guilty of 
ſnch Sins and Corruptiofts as deſerves God ſhnld forſake, ard: ſor which be 
kath threatned in bu Word, that he will forſake it, (Hete by the way take 
notice, that this *B7yaz here conſidered not, that he fully makes mani- 
felt the Hypocriſie of his Brother R. B. who talks of his Hearers for- 
ſaking the Corruptions of the Times, and yet is-cne with this 3 yer, in 
perſwading them to joyn with ſuch a Bedy, as is fo corrupt that de- 
ſerves that God ſhould, yea, and hath threatned that he will forſake 
them.) But to go on, Bryan faith, Yet People ſhould not forſake that bad. 
Company, till it appear that God hath put in exccutien that which he juſtly 
threatned, we-ought t5 ackrowleoge it, ana reeeive it as its Hinfe, and not re« 
Fuſe 10 dwell with him in it , for ſhall Man be H.lier than God, and batc C, r+ 
raption more than h:? Ad we may not communica:e with it, by cunſentirg to 
any Corruptions that arc or ſhall: be detected, or proved tobe in, 

Anſw. To which ſtrange Doftrine of this Bryar, to which R. B. in 
his Eprſile ſays, Amen ; 1 fay, in the firſt place, it is abſolute Blaſphemy 
againſt the Holy Name and Natnre of God, «i her to ſay, or imagine, 
that God dwells with fuch a People as are guilty of ſuch Sins ard Cor. 


_ Tuptions, as this Bryan here ſpeaks of; and how far unlike this Pryas's 


Spirit is, to the Spirit of the Prophets, who ſaid, God # of purcy Eyes, 
thas to behold Iniquity;, and your Sins have ſeparatid berrixt you and your 
God: And the Apoſtle ſaith expreſly, Thar rhofe that would have Ged to 
dwell in them (and it's certain God dwells with nore, but as he dwells in 
them) "they muſt be ſeparated, and touch 1.0 unclean thing, 2 Cor 6: 16;17, 
18. And doth the Lord command us to come ont from amonylt the 
Unclean ? And will he himſelf, the Holy One of 1/-ael, dwell with the 
Unclean, yea, with ſach as are gnilty of ſuch Siris and Corruptions, as 
deſerve that God ſhould forſake them for them; yea, for which God 


bath threatned in his Word, that he will forſake them ?. And certainly 


there can be no Way, nor Means, to ſtay or binger the Execution of 
God's Judgments threatned and deſerved, but by forſaking thoſe Sins 


_ and Corruptions which ſuch People are guilty of, which the People of 
England (that This &gyar) would have us, and others, to joyn wen 


a 
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far from; fors O England, Exgland, thou and thy Pariſhes are polluted 
that will not come to Chrift, that they might have Life ; but perſecutes 
them (with unreaſonableneſ-, and cruel Uſzges) that the Lord bath 
raiſed up, to forewarn thee of his Judgments: And ſo thy Houſe being 
deflitute of God's Fear and Goodneſs, we are not more Holy than God, 
nor hate Corruption more than he, in our ſeparating from thee, as this 
wicked Man Bryan would have thee falſly believe. bat in cur ſeparating 
from thee, we do the Lord's Command, and fojlow his bleſſed Example; 
and ſo we cannot recei:e that for Gad*s Houſe, which he dwells not in : 
And ſo thou art a Falſe Witneſs, O Bryaz, and a Blaſphemer of God and 
his Tabernacle; for the Temple and Tabernacle of God is Holy; which 
Temple are his Holy Members and Body the True Church; not Babylon, 
the Falſe, Sinful and Corrupted Church, which R. B. and Bryan pleads 
for : And if any defile the Tcm;le of God, faith the Apoſtle, him will Gow 
(not call his Houſe, a2d Dwelling-place, but) deft» oy, 1 Cor. 3. 17. 
Azain, How ſhall tis groſs ContradiQtion, which this twiſting twin- 
ing Serpent makes, be ſalved f For this Bryar one while ſays, Its to be 


' Holier than God, to ſeparate from ſuch a ſinful corrupt Sort, as deſerves 


Gods Judgments : And yet with the ſame Montli faith, We may not 
Communicate with them, by conſenting to any Corruptions that are, or 
ſhall be deteCted, or proved to bein ſuch a People. What, joyn with 
a manifeſt Corrupted Body, whoſe very Prayers (by their own Con- 
f:ſſion) ars not without Sin, and not ſo much as conſent to any of their 
Corruptions ? What a Joyning is this, when it muſt not bea Joyning 3 
no, nt ſo much as ia the Conſent : What groſs dark Contradiftion is 
here (and now to bring this a lictle home to the buſineſs of England) 
a Dotor (ſo called) and Pleader for Conformity, and Communion with 
the Pariſh worſhippers cf England, which are deteCted, and manifeftly 
proved ; yea, and not only by their. words, but by their own Con- 
Eon alſo, to be miſerable Offenders againſt God ; yea, ſo guilty, and 
full of Sias and Corruptions, from the Crown of the Head, to the Soles 
of their Feet, as tiat they have no Health nor SounUnels ar all in 
them, would have us conform to them ; and yet he ſaith, We may not 
communicate with them, by conſenting to any of their proved Cor- 
ruptions. Then I ſay, If we may not have Fellowſhip with them in 
their Corruptions, no, not. ſo _ as by conſent; ther we mult nor 
have Fellowſhip with them at all, for they and their Corruptions are 
one for ſaith Chriſt, Te are of your Father che Devil, for bis Werks ye 
will do, But ſaith Bryan, Chrilt was a Member of this Church (as he 
cal ir) of thoſe wicked Jews; becauſe he was Circumciſed, and fre- 


quented the Temple, and eat the Paſloyer ; than which Saying of this 
Bryan, nothing can bs more Falſe ; for what, thovgh Chriſt was Cir-= 


VS cumciled, 
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1671 cumciſed, and went ſometimes into the Temple, and cat the Paſſover, 
ww which had been Ordinances of God for.their time, and were Shadows 


of good Things tocome; What 1s that to prove Chriſt a Member of 
that Body, whoſe Houſe was left unto them deſolate, and'who were 
headed by thes-Devil, which at length put them on to murdey him? O 
fad,. that cver People in their love of the World ſhould be fo blind ! 
But what is Chriſt's conforming to the Shadows of the L:w, which God 
gave for that, time, and by him to be fulfilled, and ſo ended, to your 
requiring us to conform to you in that, or thoſe Things which God 
never ordained? as Sprinkling of Infants; and not orly ſo, but teach- 
ing for Do&rine, That you make them thereby the Children of God, 
Members of Chriſt, and Heirs of his Kingdom; and alfo your giving 
David's Pſalms in Rhime and Meeter, to the wicked Worl1, to ſing to 
God's diſhonour : And to hear a proud Man, and covetous Man (who is 
an Idolater) Preach and Pray, whom God never ſent; yea, and to main- 
tain him in his Sins, centrary to all Reaſon and R-ligion ; alſo how can 
we conform to you in your Corruptions of reſp. &ing Perſons, and of 
having Mens Perſons in Admirationbecauſe of Advantage? Contrary to 
the expreſs Dofrine of the Apoſtle, which ſaith, Fares 2.1,8&c. Have 
wot the Faith of our Lord Feſus Cbriſt, the Lord of Glory, with reſp. & of Per- 
fons.: Yea, and-plead for their Tranſgreſſions : How can we Conform 
to ſuch, as under the Name of Chriſtians, do live manifeſtly in the Sins 
of the Heathen ; as Fornication, Covetouſneſs, Idolarry, Drunkennſi, and 
are Railers, and Extertioners, and lovers of Pleaſures more than lavers of God : 
from whom the Apoſtle bids us tr» away? 2 Tim. 3.and 1 Cor.5 1 1,&c. 
with whom he forbids us to eat; and yet with ſuch, both R. B. and 
Bryan, for all their former ſeeming hypocritical Zeal, would now have 
us to Communicate, yet not ſo much as conſent to their Corruptions; 
neither as their daubing coutradiging: DofQtrine ſeems willing to have. 
Then 1 ſay, We muſt neither have Fellowſhip with them in their Wor- 
ſhip-a&ions, (as R. B. calls them) nor in their or.!inary Converſation, 
for all is Corrupt : For what greater Aſſent or Conſent” can we give, 
than by joyning with them, or praiſing ſuch things openly : Burt it's 
better to obey God than Man, both in this and all things;. and as the 
Lord faid to Feremiah, ſo in this caſe hath he ſajd to us : Leer them re- 
turn to thee, but return not thu to them ;, for what Fellowſhip hath Light 
with Darkneſs, or the Temple of God with Idols ? 

And now | come a little to ſer before you -poor People, who have 
been deceived by ſuch Men, as this R, B. and Bryan are, ſomething of the 
Anſwer they give tothe Arguments of the zealous People of old (called 
Browniſts) who could-not for Conſcience=-ſ{ake conform. to their Comman- 


Prayer, &c.. Their Objeion. ſaith Bry«r,-in Page 2 97- of his Byok:was 


ahis, to. wit,. That 


£ 
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That the People of Eigland were never rightly catted>; for jnrhe beormning 
of the Queen's (to wit, Elizabeth's) Reign, they were by her Commurd and 
Proclamation, compelled to embrace the Pro:eftant Religion, and t9 conform 
10 God's Worſhip , whereas in the New Teſtament me have no Example of 


. y f ": "7 _ - . . 
Perple compelled to the Struice of God: C briſt c0n.manging Fiſher men to 


convert Souls by Preaching , not Princes to make Diſciple by Compulſon , 
therefore the Church of Chrift ( Ergland be ſhonl@have aid :*for who ever 
denied the Church of Chriſt) had ro right Cornftitution ? 

But now ſee thewretched Anſwer of this Bryan to the ſaid Objetion 
of the old Non-conformailts. ; "X40" 

If we ſpeak (faith he) of # Church firſt planted; the People of ſuch a Na- 
tin are firſt called y the Word, before they come to be a Church* Bur it is 
#or ſo (faith be) of a Country, where for a long 11me true Religion hath been 


profeſſed, which # our caſe. And a4 to that part of the Objeftion, That thire 


is no ſuch Example in the New Tiſt aniert ;, | 
Firlt, The Magiſtrates were then Enemies to the Chriſtian Reli ton, 
Secondly, (ſaith he) Ir ſuffcerh that we have Examples in the Old Teſta» 
ment, 2 Kings 23. 21. 2 Chron. 15. 13. and 33- 16. and 34. 33. nor 
have i ſaith he} Chriſtian Princes leſs Power in their Dominion to abeliſh Ido- 
latry, and by Laws and Penalties, to compel their Subjefts where there is a 


- Parity of Reaſon. 


And after this, Bryan having yearicd himfelf with ſetting down feve- 
ral words, to and againſt, both what the Conformiſts ſaid for, and the 
Non-conformiſts faid againſt, theſe Things ; he takes breath, and ſays, 
he recurns to ſati-fie the Objection, to-wit, The O>jeRion before men- 
tioned about Separation, with ſack words as theſe, | 

It ts not neceſſary and generally trat (faith he) of all the Aembers of the 
Vife»le Church, that they be calltd by the Word. - | 

Anſw, To which 1 anſwer on behalf of Truth: . That it is the great 
Love, and tender Mercy,' of God to our Souls, that he hith delivered 
us from under ſuch Men, as this Zryan and R. B, are, who know nothing 
as they ought to know ; | but profeſſing themſelves to be wiſe, are be- 
core moſt fooliſh. and brutilh in their Minds and Words, by ſuch falſe 
and Sou]-deſtroying Dottrines as theſe ; affirming, That People may 
be called into the viſible Church wichous the Word; and” if one ask 
him, If not by the Word, by what then? His anſwer 1s, by Sprinkling, 
when Infants, or for fear of Man : But what, are theſe'Calls into the 
Viſible Church? A Rrange Church muſt that needs be for certain,where 

People are called into it without God's Word ; for certain it's none of 
God's Church, into which People are called, withont his Word”: I's 


the. viſible Company of ſuch as know not God, thou ſhouldſt have ſaid : 
For God's Church are the Faithful, and their Faith cometh by Hcaring, 


and. 
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| | 1671 and Hearing by the Word of God, and not without it-: But, oh ths , 


Deſolation that ſuch Doctrine as this of Bryan and R. B. hath .made 
among(t the poor People, whoſe Eyes are not fully opened to ſee their 
* Alfo this Antichriftian DoCtrine being laid as a FounGation in their 
Heuſe, ic is no Wonder to hear this Bryan ſay, Page 301. That 1gno- 
rant and Prophane Perſons. have always been in the Chufch, and ever will be, 
at left, tilt Chrift cones the ſecond Time. £ 
But by all theſe unſound, unchriſtian and Ignorant Sayings, it fully 
appears, that this Zryar is oneof them who have neither ſeen nor known 
Chriſt z ſ.cing he wonld bring in the Heathen into the Temple without 
the Word: And. ſo, Who ts more Ignorant and Prophare than this 
Pujeſt 'Bryaz himſelf, as alſo his Brother R. B. whq is not aſhamed to 
make ſuch a one a Tutor, or Father of Miniſters, who is ignorant of 


"the very Door 2ad Eatrance into the Church, and of Chriſt's ſecond 


Coming ? Nay, who is ignorant of his firſt Appearance, which was for 
Judgment, even to whip the Buyers and Sellers, and all Prophane ons, 
out of his Houſe, as be {aid himſelf, For Fudgnient come I inio this World. 
What Paſtors or Teachers can ſach Tutoc,as are fo ignofant of Chriſt's 
Kingdom ; and fo admit the Ignorant and Prophane into their Church, 
(or Cage of unclean Birds} for the Church of Chriſt, which is viſibly ' 
Feen, and known by the Spiritual Eye tb be kis Body, is Holy, and into 
it can no unclean thing enter, as ſaith the Scripture, Rev. 21. 27. but int@ 
the World*s Church, may both Ignorant and Prophaneeater and dwcll : 
But at ſuch diſhoneſt Gain, as-is gotten by ſuch Doctrines as this of 
Bryan and R.B. hath the Lord long ſhaken his Hard : Is this your Ware 
that you ſel] to the People at ſo dear a Rate ? Is this your Straw and 
Stubblethat-you feed them with ? But no Man of any Underſtanding in 
Heavenly Matters, will buy any more of your Merchandize. For God 
is come to teach his People himſelf, and the Spitit of God is felt and 
witneſſed amongſt us, praiſed be God; yea, ard in our very Hearts to 
teach us, and by which we feel Chriſt -come again the ſecond Time, 
without Sin, £0 Salvation, according to his Holy Promiſes, and by 
whoſe all-powerful Word of Faith and Heavenly Preſence in us, arc we 
joyned together uato him, tn one Holy Body ; Glory to his Name over 
all, for he is worthy. | 
And for that Saying, That Chriftian Princes bave not leſi Power to abo'iſh 
Jdolatry,” and by Law and Penaliics, to-compel the Subjefts in Matters of Reli- 
Lon, where there is 4 parity of reaſon,than the Jewiſh Kings under that Law had. 
I anſwer aud ſay, That allare not Chriſtians who are ſo called ; and 
this crying up the Worldly Magiſtrates Power in Matters Spiritual, is 
the only In-lex into Perſecution of the Tender-hearted People of God, 
W _ 
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who cannot bow to every. thing the World ſets 4jp4-*yea, though 4t 1673 
come under the name or ſhew of Chriſtian Religion z an@if the lnage be 
of Gold never ſo goodly, yet wanting Life and Power they cannoc bow | 
toit. I ſay, They who Preach up the Worldly Princes, under what 
Name ſvever, to have Power over the Conſciences of People in Matrers 
purely Spiritual (as the whole Body of Chriftian Religion is) are Anti- 
chriſtian, and the great Enemies of that Liberty which Chriſt hath pur- 
chaſed for his People, and which the Apoſtles ſealed unto with their 
Blood, ſaying in ſich caſes, Ler every Man be fully per /waded in his own 
Heart. And who art thou that judges-(much- leſs forceſt and compelic ſt 
as-Bryan and R B's DoAtrine would have it) another? to his own Maſter 
(to wit, Gcd the Judge of all) he ftandeth or falleth, ſee Rom. 14. at 
large z but What account will thoſe Daubers give to the "Lord, for all- 
the, Innocent Blood they have cauſed to be ſhed theſe-many hungred 
Years? is Sad to conſider : For though ſuch Magiſtrates as are evil in- 
clined. are not free, yet the Falſe Teachers, who -by their” Lies ſtir up,: 
yea, and bring forth that evil Inclination into'real Attings againſt the 
Good, ſhall receivethe greater Condemnation :* And yet notwithſtand- 
ing all the Evil, both in the one and in the other, the Lord' will cer- 
tainly carry on tis great Work to his own Praiſe, whicl he hath-begun, 
Glory to his Name for ever : And the Beaſt, Whore and Falſe Prophe:, 
ſhall 'alive together be caſt into the Lake prepared for them, and into 
the Pit which they had*digged for others. | 

Alſo whereas he faith, That it ſufficeth that we have Examples in the Od 
Teſtament for the Magiſtrates Power in Church matters, though none jn the 
New Teftament. | ſay, It is no more $rue, than if we ſhould reafon 
for an outward worldly Temple, Sacrifices, ,and Circamciſion now , 
becauſe there is Examples of thele things in the Old Teſtament and 
for Revenge and Retaliation now, ; becauſe it is mentioned in the Old, 
contrary to Chriſt, For though it hath been faid of cold (faith Chriſt) az Eye 
for an Fye, and a Tooth for a Tooth ; yet. 1 ſay to you, my Diſciples, under 
the New Covenant, If atty Man ſmite you on the one Cheek, turn, to kim” thy 
#thir ; and the Apoſtle faith, Dearly beloved, avenge not. your ſelves; bur 
if thy Enemy hunger, feed bim, &c. and fo Chrilt- being come, and all 
Power in Heaven and Earth given him; Is not he in. theſe Spiri:val 
Matters, relating to the very Soul and Conſcience, the only Lord, Law- 
giver and King, and Supreme, and ought of right to rule in his own 
Houſe and Tetinple, which is in Man, and thoſe that will not that he 
ſhould Rule, muſt bow before him, and be aſhamed before his Face. 

So that now the Son of God being come, and ſeated by right of [n- 
heritance, the true King and Heir upon David's Throne, to-Rule in 
Righteouſneſs. for ever in the Hearts of his Caildren, he commands the 
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commandrabe, fleſhly. Seed. Abraham to keep. wy ſes's Law, written 
without5:a0d as tboſe, that; obeyed, not that outwa;d, Law of Moſes, 
were lyable,to.the Puniſhmentzof) that - Law.z ſo they Tow that obey nat 
Chriſt's Spiritual Law; writter-in.the, Heart and Conſcience by his Holy 
Power,..are. lyable ,to the Eternal Judgment. of, Jeſus, Chriſt, rhe Judge 
of Quick and Dead, as he Taiths 7 he Father judCces no Man, but kath com- 
mitted all Fudement to the Son: And as for the worldly Vagiſt rate, he is 
to Rule in outward things, Dp Man and Man, to ſee that every. one, 
as to the Body and OUTWar Bitatga! be. well_behavedone 4owards ato- 

ther, and..oot co bear the Sword jn, vain, a9: bath been too much in uſe, 

even ayongſt many called Chriſtian- Magiſtrates, as well as others ; from 
whence it hath come to, pals, that for the ſake of the Foor, whom the 
worldly Powers have opprelled, aswell i1 Femporals as Spirituals, the 
Lord 'hath overturned _ one: Sort afrer.another, as they were found 
in the Abule of that Poxer aod Truſt which was phe into. their Hands, 
far-the Protection of, and Encouragement. and Praiſe of the Good, a;d 
Puniſhment of the Evil doers ; -but not the contrary, ONS to, that. 
of the-Propher. - . 

1 will. overturn, overturn, overturn, till be come whoſe Right it 6s. Ah ſo 
until Truth, Righteouſneſs, Ggaodneſs, Equity and Juſtice rule, both 
in the Hearts and Lives of the Children of Men,; there will neither be 
Peace; nor Eſtabliſhment of.any good thing ; but as a Wheel will. the 
whole Earth be, from Generation to Generation, ſaith the Spirit, who 
is the ſweet Orderer in all hings,. for the Holy Sced's ſake : Glory to | 
his Name for eyer. 

And ſo in the, Love: 2nd Kindneſs of. the Lord God, bave 1 hood the 
enabled for the Truth, and the poor Pcoples ſake,. to-lay open lome- 
thing of the Deceits, *and groſs Hypocriſie, of theſe-two Men, called 


RK. B. and Bryan, who haye-long,. under a Cover or Vizard of Holineſs, 


deceived the unſtable Souls, of many : But now the Covering being rent 
off, their | Wolfiſh Nature is fully manifeſt: Glory to the Lord, the 
good Work-man over: ;zll for ever,. So be. it. | 
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Some Genble Remarks on a Book, Entituled; 
A, Diſcourſe concerning the Idolatry Pra- 
 Giſed m the Church of Rome. 


; Book coming to my Hands, called; A Diſcourſe concerning the 
. Idolatry Praftiſed.in the Church of Rome: Written by E. S. 
Stiled D. D- And findingthe Mar Zealous againſt that Roziſh ldolatry, 
which is Commendable in him : E. $. in his Book, Orig. Sacra. Page 4. 
hath theſe words, God Crea:ed the Souls of Men, not only Capable of find-= 
ing out the Truth of things, but furniſhed him with a Sufficient Teacher to diſ- 


<ouer Truth from Faiſhod, by a LIG HT ſet up in his Underſtanding 5" 


which, if he_ had attended to, he might have ſecured himſelf from all Impoſtors 
and Deceit. And alſo finding in his Principles, towards the latter end 
of his Book, ſuch a ſaying as this, to wit, his fifth Priciple; There can 
be no other means Imagined, whereby we are to judge of the Truth of Divine 
Revelation, but a faculty in us $9” arc Truth and Falſheod in Matters 
Propoſed to our Unaer(t andings ; which, if we do not Exerciſe in Fudging 
the Truth of Divine Revelation, we muſt be impoſed upon by every thicg 
that pretends to be ſo, And in Article 13. The Holy Scriptures may be 
underſtood Inf allibly by all Perſons, 'who ſincerely endeavour to know the mean- 
ing rut in all ſuch things 4s are neceſſary for their Salvation. This is" 


the Scope of the. latter part of that Article. And in Arritle 13. And. 


there can be no ſufficient Reaſon given, why "that may not ſerve' in matters of 
Faith, which God bimſelf hath, made uſe of. as thermenns, to keep Men from 
Sin in their Lives, unli{s any imagine, that Ervors in Opinion are far more 
Dangerous to Mens Souls than. a vitions. Life us; \nnid therefore that God is 
beund to take more Care to prevent the one than the-other. And in bis Fearth 
. and Fifth Concluſjop, vpon; his Arricles, faith,” The more abſurd any Opi- 
nions Are, and Repugnant to the firſt Principles' of Senſe 4nd Reaſon; which dny 
Church Qltrndes upon the Faith. of Meu + The greater Reaſon Men [fi bave 
' torejt the pretence of Infallihility,in that' Church, as a grand” Impoſinre. 
And ſo, .to diſowmn what's ſo Taught by ſuch 4 Chuveh, is not to queſtion the 
Veracif of God, but fo firmly to adhere toiit; as to nhat he barb Revealed 
*in Scriptures, that Men dare not. out of Dove to their Souls, reef} what is 
he taught, : 7 $1013 e&W £0: js 2 for 


"Yet finding this E. £. making ſeveral /Refle&ioin*tpon vs, whom 


- the World. Scorn,. under the Nick-name of *Ou4ters ; 1 fay..uvs whom , 
the Lord; hath Erawn. out of the many: Waters of Myſtery Babylon, into. 
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; © x672the Light of his Son, that moſt inward Principle, Faculty, and alone 
| gry wAbility in Man, to try all Doctrines and Warks by L.could not but 


judges. our Witneſs againſt: the: Falſe: Teachers, and Carnal:Profeſibrs 


thus write ſomething to him, that he. might ſee his Miſtake of us, and 

not loſe his Reward of ſtanding againſt Romith Detuſions, by witk- 

ſtanding or Speaking againſt the Fruth of God, made manifeſt to ns in_ 
our Hearts, and Shining forth in our Lives, to the Praite of his Glory, 
and the Good of all who do- rightly underſtand us, and receiv? our 

Teſtimony; I ſay, that if poſſivle he may underſtand a li:tle, and fecal 

of that inward Principle, or Faculty (as he calls it) which he is aiming 

at, and which, he faith, muſt be antecedently ſnppoſed (zz. neceſ[arily) 

to all Divine Revelation, are theſe things writ. | 

Now that part of his Book, where he ſome-what ſmites at us ; is, 
that where he Treats of the Fanaticiſm of the Roman Church : As one 
may ſee Page 249. where he ſays, Who will not rake pains to ſee hou 
Faitbfully ] bave Tranſlated theſe Words out of Eymericus, would imag ine | 
have borrawed ſome of the canting Langnage of the Modern Quakers, 
Look * where he goes on. 

Now, What is this ſome of this canting Language ? That part of 
Perrus Johanniss Relation of St. Francs (as he calls him) runs thus. 

T hat thoſe who Oppoſed this Quder (to wit,of that Francs) were the Carnal 
Perſecuting Clergy, in whom the Seat of the Beaſt is much more than jn the 
People ;, that in the time of. the Myſtical Antichriſt, the Carnal Church ſhal 
oppoſe the Dottrine, Life and Zeal of the Saiw's, and burn as it were with 
Fire againſt them ;, but it ſhall be dried up from all Spiritual Wiſdom, - and 


». Grace, andthe Riches of Chrift ;. and be Expoſed ts Errors and Deluſion, and 


as it was with the Jews and Greeks. Thus far there. 

To which 1 Anſwer, What is this kind of Language Canting, where 
ic *is troly applied in any. Age; dolt not: thou, Edward Srilling fleet, 
believe that there both was, and is a.Carnal'Church, that did and doth 
oppole the Dodrine,-Life and Zeal of the Saints, &c: as is there Ct 
down. To let Francs and his Applauders alone, we know both the 
Holy Prophets-and Apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt mentioned in Scripture; 
as alſo. Chriſt himſelf did vehemently Cry agaigſt a Carnal Church, or | 
Fleſhly Company of. Profeſſors in thoſe days; for he that was born: 
after the-Fleſh did always Perfecute him-that was born after the Spi- 
rit, both before, and-in the Apoſtics Days. And fo it hath been ſince, 


- no queſtion, all along downwards ; and as we for certain find it ſo in 


theſe our days, not only by the Papiſts, but even amongſt them called 
Proteſtants alſo: And was thoſe many Sharp Reproofs, and large. Dif- 
coveries of. the Salſe Teaghers in: the Prophets and Apoſtles time Carte, 
1g. O Man! take heed, thou: knows not what thou doſt, when thou: 
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of this Age no better than Canting: But certainly, though ſome of 


fully,-as no better thaneCam'ing ; 4s they did, who faid, He #& Mad, 
and bath a Devil, why bear ye bim; bu: the time will come when it will be 
otherwiſe, even then when the Books are opened, and every one receives a Re- 
ward according to their Deeds, It is ſtrange, this Doftor, who ſeems to be 
ſo mach Read, ſhouid Read our Principles no better, and pretending 
to ſo much Wiſdom, if he have Read our Books, that he ſhould no 


' better underſtand us, than to compare, us to ſuch as him, called St. 


Francis, Ignatius [ oyola ;, or the Upholders of that Retten and Super- 
ſtitious Kingdom of Popery : But we are not greater than our Lord, 
who was Crucified between the Thieves, and of nhom they ſaid, he is a Sa- 
maritan, and a Friend of Publicans* and Sinners: But 1 ſdom & juſtified of 
ber Children ;, Praiſed be God, thouzh others, who are not ſome of the 
Heavenly Wiſdom, ſpeak ever ſo ill of ir. Alſo this Edward Stilling fleet, 
Page 252. of his Book, ſaith, Their Defrines (to wit, thoſe of Francis 


Order it ſeems) may be Reduced to theſe Four Heads, Firſt, Evanigelical ' 


Poverty. Secondly, Unlawfulneſs of Swearing. Thirdly, The DoQtrine 
of Perfection. - Fourthly, Oppoſition t6 the Carnal Church : Which, 
being joyned with that great Degree of Light, which they ſuppoſed themſelves 
10 have above all the reſt of the World, makes a Sef# of Quakers, aftcr the 
Order of St, Francis. HEE 

Now to this I ſay, Thar if ſuch DoCtrines as theſe, not in Francis, 
or Petrus Fohaz:n3s's Sence,but in the Truth of the thing,be plainly found. 


Aſſerted and Exhorted unto in Scripture by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, . 


then 1 hope they, who Revile us for ſuch things, do not d© it to, us 
enl7, but even to Truth it If, and muſt be accountable to him in 


Jadgnent for it: As for the Order of F: ancts, and Dominicus, and Be- / 
ned;tt, and Jeſmits, or wiat otter of Popiſh Si &s there be, through the; 


Grace of Chriſt we are, taught to deny them all, together with ail thoſe 
Orders amongſt them, called Proteſtants, which would make the 


Seimleſs Coat*of Chriſt of mary Pieces, and fo ſpcil all, for Chriſt's 


Boly is one, the chofcn Ores of God, precicus tq him. . Ard of his 
Heavenly ”ody, it is our Glory and our Crwn t9 be found Members ;: 
aad our Faith beii.g Bilded vpoa the Living Rock, Chriſt Jeſus, in. 
Deed and Truth, we know the Gates of Hell cannot prevayi a-ai-lt 
it : But what art thou ag5iult rrue Goſpel Poverty, and PerfeCtion, 
ard Light ; and ſach a Friend to Swearing, ard the Carnal Chnrch, 
that tiioſe row amongſt ns that hold the one, and ceny rhe nther, 


muſt be hclden no lefs than Papiſts for jt: Our Judgment of theſe things. 


is penera!ly known, and of the Lord Jeſus allowed, ' and th-t% ovr 


. Peace, arid fo in particular as preſent, I ſpeak not much, but ot; 
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you may put it off at preſent, as a light thing, and lookar it Scorn=«\y-: 
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M1672 gladly would let F. S,' ſee. how he hath wronged- himſelf, by numbring 
{ew n3 with he knows not whom.z. but however Reported to him, ( if as 
[\\ the Vileſt amongſt the Vile) it were this Authgr's Wiſdom to weigh 
his words better, and be more ſolid for time to come. 
Alſo { take rotice of one ſaying of this Authors, in Page 256. where 
he faich, (That ſome Phanatick Papiſts, beld ) amongſt other things, 
F hat every JntelefFual Being (doth he not mean Man's Soul ) hath 
enourh wichin it ſelf ts make it happy, or ( laith he) a Light wiihin. Theſe 
words [_ or 4 Light within | ſeem to be put in on purpoſe, that People 
may take notice whom he wouldhave thentbelieve they reſemble : *But 
it ſeems ſomewhat ſtrange, that this M:n ſhould any ways ſpeak 
ſlightly of our Teſtimony to the Light of Chriſt in Man, ſeeing he hath 
_ Confelſed fo much as is before ſet down in his Principles of an inward 
. © Law, neceſſarily Antecedent to all Divine Revelation, as .the Judge - 
. thereofiin Man. * And is not that inward Law, the Light of God and. 
-. Chriſt in Man : For what other Light can judge aright of Divine Reve- 
lation ? O how often is this to be found true amongſt Men, that they 
will ſeem in words to confeſs to that which indeed they are againſt; for 
want of atrue underſtanding of their own words ? | 
And whereas he mentions Chriſt's being Spiritually Cricified in ſome 
that ſuffered in the next Page, as ſuch a one relates: Whatſoever the 
- thing was to » furely the Expreſſion is not Canting ; for Chriſt 
ſaid to Saul, Why Perſecutes thou me? And ſome are ſaid to Crucihe 
Chriſt afreſhto themſelves ; and the Witneſles lay lain in the Streets of 
the great City, which Spiritually is. called Sodom and Egypt, where our 
'Lord was Crocified, which he that hath an Ear may hear. But indeed 
Spiritual Expreſſions could never be relifhed by the Unſpiritual Mind. 
Alſo in-Page 273. this E.'S. telling of one /gnatizs Loyola, That it's 
reported of him, That it was lus Cufto,n not to-give Men any Titles of re- 
fretfF, but to call them only by their Common Names; and particularly, that he 
would not put 'off his Hat when be was brought before a Commander, ſays, by 
this we underſtand who was the fir} Founder of that Phanatich *Sift amor g un, 
" which is diſtinguiſhed ſo much from others," by denying Common Crvilitres t0/ 
Men.. . Alſo-Page 275. telling of. this /onatins further, faith, Afrer he 
was committed to cloſe Priſon, he preachcd to the People with great Zeal, w90- 
mow fl:ck. in great numbers to him; and gloried as mach in his Sufferings, and 
mnlk;d at the ſame rate that the Rirglraders of the Quakers are wont to #o a- 
mong uu, and juſt with the ſame reſolution ;, for when the reſt of the Priſoners 
made an eſcape through the Negligence of the Keepers, Ignatius axd, his Com-- 
panions would not ſtir ;, when they were called. to: Anſwer, Ignatius preached. 
at large upon ſeveral Pcints of Divinity to them, * under pretence of anſwering” 
Queſtions.. And faith, They. preached is the Strcets and Mar ket-places, 
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and on Buiks of Shops for their Pulputs ; and though few-urnderſtood them, be- 1672 
ing Strangers, yer all admired and commended them; and no doubt, faith ww 
this Author, they Converted many, as their Followers have done, fromvrhe 
uſe of Laces and Ribbands. . 1 anſwer, then ſarely this is more than the 
Popiſh Pariſh-prizits then did, or Proteſtant Prieſts now do. +» 

And in Page 281, and 282, concludes, And now let the World judge, 
wheaher there hath appcarcd a preater Enthuſiaſt, or Pretender to Revelations, 
than Ignatius was, ſince the Da lahomet and St. Francis? Aethinks 
they might be aſhamed to upbr h the Phanaticiſm of the Quakers, and. 
ſuch. Perſons, the Chiefeſt of very much ſhort of Ignatius, in thoſe 
very things for which they are Condemn'd by us, yet any who compares them, 
would imagine the Lije of Ignatius had been their great Exemjlars L know © 
net whethcr any of that Innocent and Religions Order of the Feſuits, had any 
hand in forming this New Society among us, as hath been frequently ſuggeſted. 
Page 258. But if one may gueſs the Father by the Childs likeneſs, Ignatius 
Loyola, zhe Founder of the Jeſuits, was at lcalt the Grandfather of the 
Quakers. 6 144i 66.1 

He goes on, ſaying, That as Vaſthi the Queer being caſt off from the 
Kingdom and Maxrizge of Ahaſhuerus, the humble Eſther. was choſen to 
ſucceed in her place ;, and the King made a great Feaſt to. his Princes and. 
Servants, ſo in.this laſt ſtate of the Church, the | Adulterows Babylon, the 
Carnal Church being rejefted, the Spiritual Church muſt be exalted, and' a. 
great Spiritual Feaſt be kept to Celebrate theſe Nuptials with: That under the. 
Myſtical Antichriſt there ſhall be Overturnings and Commotions, by which the: 
Carnal, Church ſhall be terribly flirred up aud moved againſt the Evangelical 
Spirit of Chriſt, but tharthe Whore of Babylon, the Carnal Church, fhall 
fall, in which time the Saints ſhall preach, ſaying, From this time tt 18 no lon= 
ger the Church of Chriſt, btt the Synagogue of Satan, and the Habitation of 
Devils, which before ſaid in the Pride of her Heart, I fit 45 a Queen in great* 
Honour and Glory, 1 Rule over my Kingdom, I ſit at eaſe, I amno Widow, 
I. & I have Biſhops and Kings on my fide : That the Roman Church is that 
. Great Whore ſpoken of in the Revelations, which hath, committed Fornication+ «_ 
with this World, having departcd from the Wyrſhip, and ſincere Love and De-+ . 
lights of Chriſt her Spore, and embraced the World, the Riches and Pleaſures 
of it, and the Devil, and Kings, and Princes, and Prelates, and all the Lo- _ 
vers of this World. | 1843 

Alſo Page 285, For if we have no other Helps for the underſtanding of 
their Prayer of Contemplation, than what Mr. Creſly gives i hs Preface, 
we may @5 well bope t0 underſtand the Quakers Canting as Hr.Creſly*s. . And: 
this Author, Page 289. faith, Chriſt and bis Apoſtles taught Men a plain 
, «ndintclligible way of ſerving God, and bid uhem- look for Perfeftion in anather- 
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Life to all Men, if they did not reſiſt it, and rebcl againſt the Motions | 


Alſo Page 295. telling of ſome Komiſh Phanaticks, ſays, Did nor they 


WY deliver this for their Doft: me, that Menought to barken to the immediate 


Impulſes of the Spirit of God within them \, and that now God doth acquaint 
ki own People with his Mind and Will in a way peculiar to themſelves, And 
ſays afterwards, That our Enthuſiaſts do rot boaſt of (0 many Raptures, Vie 
feons and Revelations, as thoſe of the Chwch of Rome have done. 

Now to this I ſay, that when any of thoſe that pretend tobe Head of 
the Proteſtant Church, are come to ſuch a paſs and meaſure of Darkireſs, 
as that they cannot allow that Chriſtzans ought to harken to the imme- 
diate Impulſes of the Spirit of God within them, or that now God doth 
acquaint his own People, & I (ay it is ſad, and the Times niay well be 
faid to be perilous indeed. - What ! Doth either the Scripture without, 
or the inward Faculty,which thou ſays muſt be Anrecedent ts ai] Divine 
Revelation, DiCftate to thee, that theſe Siyinzs are Phinatical ? What ! 
Are not the Children of God led by the Spirit of God which is in 
the:m? And mult they not harken to the Docrine and Movings of 
their Teacher and LeaJer 2 And: doth not Coriſt ſay, ro you, to wit, 
my peculiar Peoplz and Diſciples, it 5 given to know the Myſtery of the 
Kingdom of God; but to others it is nor given, to wit, ro thoſe that 
are without, ti:at follow their Wiſdom, and nor Chrill*s Spirit: But 
both the Carnal Church of Pap;ſts and Proteſtar:ts deny to harien to the 
inward Movings or Impulſes, as archere callzd, of God's Spirit, that 
they may Eſtabliſh their own Traditions, ſome in one way, ſome in 
another, buc all in vain; for the Lamb ſhall have the Viftory, and a 
little Child ſhall lead them, and the Meek ſhall increaſe their Joy in the, 
Lord ; and hz, the Lord, whom the World deſpiſes, ſhall lead them 
by the Fountain of Living Water. - wn 

But let me ask this DoQtor this Ser ious Queſtion, whether.he accounts 


_ that patt of Romiſh Phanaticiſm here ſer down, or the Common Tenets 


of them called the Orthodox among them, the better Do&rine ? Sure- 
ly of the Two, this he calls Phanaticiſm is the more favourcd by Scrip- 
ture, ard ſoconſequently the more Orthodox ;z and may [ not ſay, the 
more Proteſtant too? For the fisſt Reformers pretended to take Scripture 
for their Rule, though in many thipzs they milied it ſadly. And are 
net we that go amoneſt them under the Name of Quakers, counted 
Phanaticksat this Day from this very ground, becanſe we Preach Scrip- 
ture Dcttrine, and Speak Scripture Language at this Day ? As for in- 
Lance, b:cauſe we ſay, Chrift lighteth every man chat cometh into the 
World, according to- John 1. 9. And becanſe we fay, this Light, or 
Grace, and Truth of God, which hath appeared unto all Men, is: the 
Saints Teacher, and would be a ſufficient Teacher and Leader into 
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 ofit: And becaufe we fay, that the Saints who are in this -Anointing 1672 | 
ofthe Holy One, know all things ( neceſſary to Salvation ) according | 


to 1 Fohn 2, And becauſe we ſay, that People ought not to have the 
Faith of Chriſt, with reſpe& of Perſons, bue ſuch as reſpe&t Perſons 
commit Sin, accordingto Lev. 19. 15. And becauſe we fay, the Work 
of the true Miniſtry is for perfeting the Body of Chriſt, Eph. 4. And 
the falſe Miniſtry perfeQts nothing, but keeps People always Learning, 
and never brings them to the Knewledge of the Truth. And. becauſe 
we ſay, theeand thou toa particular Perſon, according to Scripturez I 
fay, for theſe and many the like DoArines , doth the preſent evil 
World of Papiſts and. Proteſtants, Profeſſors and Prophane, hate us, and 
deride us, and perſecute us to their owh ſhame, who would be ac- 
counted Owners. of Scripture. 


Thomas Taylor. 


The Day is Dawned that makes all W icked- 


nels manifelt. 


OR now, even now, the Day is Dawned, which makes all things: 
manifeſt, Praifes to the Lord God of Heaven and Earth, and-now 


no Worker of Iniquity can be hid any more; for now the Glory of the ' 


Lord fills the Earth, and the Knowledge of God. covers the Earth, as- 
the Waters do the Sea : And now the pure Truth of the Ever-living 
God hath lift up its Head above all the Clouds and Floods of Error, and 
overall the Miſts and Fogs of the dark periſhing World: Glory to the 
God of Truth, our Life and Light this Day, who is appeared in the 
Riches of his Bounty, to gather our Souls to himſelf, and to unite ou 


very Hearts-and Sonls unto him in the Covenant of his Life ard Love ©” 


never to be broken nor forgot. And: now the Kingdom of God is: 
come indeed tothe Believers in the Light, according to the Promiſe of 
the Lord, and the Saints Prayer, into which no unclean thing can en-. 
ter; bur the unbelieving World ſtand withont wondring, defpiſing and. 
periſhing in their manifold Oppoſition to the Truth, and Light of this. 
Day of God, thetrue God over all, Bleſſed for Evermore. And now 


_ all thoſe-who will not take Warning by the harms of ſuch Gainſayers of 


the Light, as-are gone before them, will fall wich a double DeſtruQion,: 
| becauſe: 
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- 1674 becauſe they would not apply their Hearts to. that pure Wiſdom that 
AAScomes fo plentifully from God, in the Light of his Son this Day, to 


learn his fear therein, but take more pleaſure in'the Works of 
their own deceived 'Hearts -and unclean Hands, than in the pure 
Law, and Handy-work of the Ever-living® Bleſſed: Lord God, that 
gives Life, and Breath , and all things, who is this Day indeed 
exalting the Kingdom-of his own Son over all, to whom every Knee 
ſhall bow, and every Tongue confeſs, for he is worthy. The Springs 
of Life gmh out apace 'from the Preſence of the' Lord into the Hears 
of- the Righteous, ang Righteouſneſs runsdown like a Stream, through 
the Valleys of /ſrael, to bring forth the Heavenly Freits .of Rightieouſ- 
" neſs, £o- the Glory and Praiſe of the Great and Good Husbandwan, 
who is over all God Blcſſed for Ever, of whcſe Holy Reign, Kingdom 
and Government there never ſhall be end. But of the Kingdom of 
the Man of Sin, and all Antichriſts,” there ſhall be an utter end, and 
_ Death and Hell ſhall be czſt into the I ake of Fire, and the Judyment 
of the Living and Everlaſting Truth of our Heavenly Father ſhall go 
Forth more and more forthe diſcovering and conſuming the falſe Hope, 
and lying Refuges of all Eypocrites, who have covered themſelves, 
and not with the Spirit .of the Lord ; the Zeal of the Lord of Life will 
perform this, that his Name over ell may be exalted, whois worthy; 
whoſe Appearance in Glory this Day the Children of the Night have 
greatly withſtood ; and the Dragen hath made great War againſt the 
Larab, but praiſed be the Lord the Lamb hath got 'the Victory, and 
'the Lamb's Eollowers are this Day: with their Feet upon the Holy 
. "Mountain, where none can make them afraid, rejoicing in this, that 
they bave found the Lord whom their Souls loyed;.and do love for 
Evermore. .' So be it. : 


Thomas T aylor. 
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To ſome of T. Hicks's Friends. 


FE, FHicks's Hearers of Tixall-hall, and elfewhere;' who Read his De- 
fled and Defiling Book, called, A Dialogue berwetrt' a Chriſtian and be 
Ouaker ; Fear the Lord God of Heaven and Earth ; for 1 do affirmin the 
Truth of Chriſt, that it js a meer Work and Invention of the Wicked 
One,, in that Servant of his, called T. Hicks, who goes under the Name 
and Profeſſion of an Anabaprift, as they are terme@% 1 fay; this Man 
was put on by the Wicked One, who is cated tf Diw/ and Saten, 
who was a Lier and Falſe Accuſer of the Brethren of Chriſt from the be- 
ginning,” to Render us, the Servants of the Lord, called Quakers, Odi- 
ous to the World : For the very firſt-Words and-Title of his: Book is 
an abſolute Lie for never was there ſuch a Dialogue between's:Chri- 
ſtian and a Quaker; but it is a meer Fiftion of his own-naughty Hear 
and Head, for Rendring us, and the Truth we hold, Odious; and it 
is a Falſe and Wicked Repreſentation of us, and our Religion, to the 
World ; for the which God will ſeverely Judge him: And indeed, by 
this manner of way that he takes, who or what kind of Profeſlion is 
there that he can miſs groſly to abuſe : Seeing he fakes upon hit, like a 
Preyaricator or Stage- plzyer,both to ask the Queſtion,and give the An- 
ſwer; ſo as may ſerve moſt for his own wicked En ppd Purpoſt, and 
make his Oppolite infamons. O the Wickedneſs of ſuc A&ors,and their 
Work; bat Praifed be the Lord, we are out-of the reach of his Ma- 
lice; for under the Holy Wing of God's Power and Prote&ion are 
our Sonls gathered by the Eternal Power of his Living Word in Chriſt 
Jeſus our Lord : Ard you. that Read this Book,, whether called Paps/ts 
or Proteſtants, if this Hicks had a Mind to Render you Odiovs, tould 
he not this way he takes, do it as Plauſibly as againft ns; and fo 1 would 
not have you hurt your ſelves, ſo as to ſtrengthen your ſelves againſt 
!S and the T' nth, which we Live in, by ſuch bad Books and Endea- 


rours, as this Hicks hath come forth in ;, for if that your Minds ſtand -: 
'Op:n to receive. thzm, you will never want them; for the"Enemy.of 


Your Souls and ours, yea, of all Mankind, will never b2 wanting ro 
furniſh you with Lies for Strengthening his Kingdbm in you,” and hin- 
dering yon from en'ring into the Kingdom'of God : And if you would 
know. the Reaſon of his thus riſing up 1gainſt us, 1 ſay it 1s, becauſe 
through the Grace of Gd given ns, we Preach the'Myftery of che King- 
dom of ,God, even the Wiſdom" of God in x Myſtery, as" Sctipure 
ſpeaks: And that Striking at his carnal Conceptions of things, and 
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"258 ____ To ſoine of T: Hick”s Friends. _ 
21674 his Idolatrous Thoughts of outward' Water-Baptiſm, hath ſtirred up. 
Yo the Venom in him; which, by this his Book, he hath Vented; but the 
: Lord is the Pleader of his People's Cauſe, which is our Joy and our 
Armour againſt all the 'fiery Darts of all. wicked Ones for the Birth, 
Life; Death, Reſurrection, Aſcention; Glorification ofrChriſt, and his 
Camingagain tous, according to the Scriptures: of Truth, and Heaven- 
Jy Promiſes, through the Power of God, to our Souls. Eternal Salvation 
and Comfort,. we Witneſs. Glory to the Lord for ever ; whatſoever 
this Book, or any thing of like oature can, or may ſay te-the contrary ; 
\Jo.a5 Chriſt faid #6, Qne of our Brethren in times. paſt, The Gates of Hell 
alf-a:07 prevat ieap/t. us -. And fo in the Peaceable Habitetion of the 
Love of God:ir Chriſt Jeſus do: we, lye down together, with all Holy 
Sonls and Spiruts'of. Jalt Men made Perfeft ; Halelujah, for the Lord 
God: Qmanipotent Reigneth. in, Mount. Zo», and before his Ancients 
*  Glorxiouſly :- And ſo ler the Mouth, of all Iniquity be ſtopped for ever, 
Haith! my Soul. wo : 
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Something concerning that 'called the 
- Common-Prayer. 


"AN D. Naw all People, that you may ſee we do not without cauſe 

| .Cry againſt the Prieſts, and deny to joyn with them in the pre- 
ſent Common Service, now- in uſe amongſt the Pariſh Teachers of Eng- 
land ;, which you are enjoyned rpon ſeveral Penalties to ſubmit unto, 

I ſhall in the ſtrength of Truth unbowel it a little unto you, that you- 

*», may: at. leaſt in, part ſee the true inſide of it, and not. be deceived with 
-- the-outward Appearance any. longer ; for the Lord is ariſen in his 
mighty Glorious Powex,. to ſcatter all, thoſe Clouds of Ignorance and 
Error that have long. vailed and covered the Minds of People, and to 

be himſelf the Teacher -of his People how to Worſhip him: For his 
Spiric-is greatly burdened-with the Manners of the People, who take 
his Name ſo continually in vain; as ſbch do as are only Confeſlors 

of their- Sins. but. never forſake” them, but all their Lives long, doing 

48 what they ſhould not do; and fo inſtead of leſſening their Sins, are 
> . daily addivg Sin to Sip, covering with a vaio, verbal, maligne 
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feſſion; of Sin, but not 'with the Spirit of the Lord.” And fo in the 1675 ; 
yery entrance .into their Work, their Foundation-is-ſeen, for they ww 
manifeſt. themſelves not to be in the New Covenant of the Spirit of 3 
the God of Life, but in the Old Covenant of the Letter ; ſaying, The : 
Scripture moves them to confeſs their manifold" Sins and Treſpaſſes But 
when will it be ſeen that the Scripthre moves'them to forfake then; 
for 2 Confeſſion of Sin-in Words we heat amongſt them; *but'the time 
of forſaking them never, as yet, come to be ſeen : For what one Sin; 
O ye People, Teacher or Hearer, that you were guilty of: Seven or 
more Years ſince, is there, which you are not aQually in at.this- Day's 
he that was Drunken, or Proud, or Covetons, or Luſtful,” or: Pleaſura- 
ble, or Unjuſt, or the like, in times paſt, is found fo ſtill ;; no'Amend- 
ment, * no Waſhing of Sin away by all your Doings from amongſt you-; - 
for indeed, Words arid outſide Performances could never do away Sin. 
Ando in vain 1s your Worſhip whilſt your Fear 4s taught by the Tradi- 
tions: of Men, arid not- by the Power'of the Spirit of God according to 
Scripture, for the Kingdom of God ſtands not in'Words, butin Power 3 - _Z 
'And'the Redeemed of the Lord: Workhip in the newneſs of the Spirit; 3 
and not in the oldneſs of the Letter; for the'Letter-Law made ; I 
nothing perfet, [bur the bringing in of the better Hope doth, Heb. 7. 
which is Chriſt in Man the hope of Glory. ' And ſo you want- go as. 
ing the Humble, Penitent and Obedieat Heart, your Confeſſions are-.in 
vain, and*are rather a Mock-ſervice,! than any' true Sacrifice to - God: 
And ſo for want of a pure: Heart, yo! ean neither ſee God, nor ap- 
proach to the Throne of his Heavenly Grace, but ſtand Self-.condemned; 
your own Words being witneſs againſt yon : And ( you go on, ſaying 
after your blind Guides, That you are all your Lives long Miſerable 
Offenders, following too much the Devices and Delires of-your-own 
Hearts; Offending againſt God's Holy Laws, doing what you ſhould 
not do, and leaving undone what you ought to do, till yon are ſofull 
of the Leprofie of Sin from Head to Foot, that there is no Health oor 
Soundneſs in you. And then rhus continaing from Year to Year to 
the end of your Days; what-Sacrifice can God accept at your Hands, 
for the very Prayers of the: Wicked are Abomination' to the Lord. 
And therefore, whereas in this State you fo of &n call God Father, you 
lic, 2nd do not the Trath ; For he that doth Riyhiconfneſs is born of (50d, 
but he thit commitieth Sin is of the Devil; both Ch: it and his Apolte 
Fohn being Wi:nelles 5 fee John 8. 44. and 1 Epiſtle of F hn, ChaP.. 3+ 
and Verſes 6, 7, 8, &c. And fo for the/Words of that c:Jied the Av- 
folution, which follows, Wherewith the deceitful Pri: ſt wou'd daub'bim- 
ſelf and you-over ; I declarefor the Lord, they-are no"! &' fir to tither , 
of you, whilft you continue in your Sins, -as/it*s manif ſt 61 doy' yea, 
| M m 2 thoſe. "S 4g 
+ BEES 


6 


— SS Fa 


_ 
QEAIIIEITS 


{> 


1675. thoſeiyery Words fin thas ſame Abſlution, where it is ſaid, He Pardon-. 
VS oth and Abſclverbiall-fach (and I may add, none but ſuch) 4s dv truly..re- 
oh pent- and unfeigiedly believe: bj holy Goſpel ; ſhuts you ailout from the Bene» 

+ fir of God's Abſolution and Pardon: For ſuch as truly repent and un- 

inncdly betieve-the Goſpel, are healed of the Sickneſs of Sin, and 
_ Heslthiand Soungneſs in them, and-are not Miſerable Offen . 
ders, 8s yant'are 3 but bleſſed Believers, yca, a choſen Generation, born 
of Gad, -as' Scripture ſaith, Fob 1.13. Ad bt that's born of God, Sin« _ 
neth-noty; for his'Seed remaineth in him, and he cannot Sin, becauſe bet burn. 
of Gou,-'r John 3.. 9. Then certainly ſuch Holy Ones as theſe, Live not 
in-a/Continyal Breach -of God's Commandments, as you do, 

-;Andſorfor- the! Lord's Prayer, it belongs not'/to you, whilſt you-con+: 
tinue doing the Deeds of the Wicked One ; for it. was taught the Di- 
ſciples and Foilowers of Chriſt, who had God indeed for their Heavenly, 
Father, becauſe they were, really Born of him, eyen of the. Immortal 
and Incorruptible Seed of his Living Word, which abode,in\them, and 
k- theyin it, and/ſo were/Diſciples indeed: But alack.for you, who inſtead 
-.. of forgiving; as you would be forgiyen,/are ſeeking your own Revenges,, 
 - and arelearning of the Men of this World, who know not God,nor tis - 

Kingdom, no nor ſo much as the D5or, nor entrance into it :.. For the ' 
Heavenly Kingdom.is ſtill vncome, to ſuch. as believe not in the Light, 
which Chriſt the Door; hath Inlightned them withal ;. bar. love Darkneſs - 
wore than Light, becauſe their Deeds are evil. For ſuch as love. to be called: 
of Men Maſter, and are Proud and Covetous, and live in the daily. 
Breach of: God*s Commandments, ' could never love the Light, nor: 
bring their Deeds to be tryed by it, becauſe it is an Everlaſting Re-. 
prover of all-ſuch: And therefore;ſaich Chriſt, the true Light, There- 
fore doth the World hate me, becauſe I witneſs againſt their Deeds, that they: 
are Evyl. | | 
And-ſo your moſt Hypocritical Proceeding to ſay, O Lord open thou 
our Lips, and-our Mouth ſhall ſhew forth thy Praiſe ; ſhews plainly you 
heed not what you do; for both the Prieſt and you have opencd your. 
Sinful Lips times without number, without God's Spirit of Repene- 
ration opening them, for that as yet you never wiited for z and there- 
fore. your Sinfol Mouth could not, nor cannot ſhew forth Gods Praiſe, 
for. the Dead Praiſe him not : For it's only ſuch as Live in Chtift; as 
the Saints do, not in Sin, as yon do, that Praiſes him z-Glory to his.. 
2: Name, that. hath Aboliſhed Death from amongſt his People, and hath 
oh brought Life. and-Immortality to Light in them, in this-his Glorious 
. Bay, wherein-he:is Judging the great Whore which hath defiled'the 
 , "Earth grigvouſly.with:her Fornications ;,and'the Day of God is Glori- 
> es which thus brings forthall the hidden-things of Darkneſs-to Light: 
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And Bleſſed are they, and they only, that walk in the Light of God's1675 "1 
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Holy City, into which no unclean thing can ever enter, So all ye Peo-' 
ple of the Earth, who are thus found only in the Confeſſion, but nat 
in the Forſaking of Sin, ſhut- your Months, and ceaſe taking God's 
Name any more in vain, Por certainly the Lord will not hold ſuch 
Guiltleſs as take his Name in vain, And take heed of applying thoſe -- 
Scriptures to your felves whilſt you live-in Sin, which belong only to 
ſach as witneſs Redemption from Sin; as thoſe words in that o5th 
Pſalm following do, which ſay, O come let wm ſing unto the Lord, ler me- 
beartily regoyce in the ſtrength of ous Salv xtion, for he is the Lord our God, 
' arid we are” the People of bis Paſture, and Sheep of his bands,'\S&e, > ſtand , 
inawe of God, O People, and do no more ſo preſumptuouſly, for his Ne 
Sheep:you are not, who are ſo Deaf to his Voice, and ſo Rebeltions to | 
his Word, as you hbave and do daily every way manifeſt your felves to 
be: O what Salvation can ſuch witneſs, as are ſo deep 1n their Sins; 
for Chriſt Saves his People from-their Sins, from their Difobedience, 
from being miſetable Offenders, and is the Savirg Health of his' Hea- 
venly Anointed ones, he leaves them not in- the Darkneſs where the: 
Sinis committed, but brings all his Followers: to the Light of Life, 
where the'ever Bleſſed, and Holy, and perfe&, and acceptable Will of- 
God, 1s both known and done;- and then of ſuch it is truly ſaid, They 
are-the Sheep of ChriſPs Paſture, -a Royal Pyieſt-hood, a peculiar People 
indeed,. to the Praiſe of Gods Glory, Amen. | | 
> Thefe things are in your Morning Service, as you call it, and your 
Evening being ſo mech like it,. we paſs it over, and proceed to what 
follows; only this may be taken notice of by the way in all your Ser- 
vice, whereas there is often repzated thoſe words, Glory to rhe Father, 
Son and” Floly Ghoſt : As it was in the Beginring, &c. I ay, Glory was 
nor ſo given to Gad in the Beginning, as it is by you' at this day, that 
is.tofay, In Form and Cuſtom, and in a dead Mind ; for in the Begin» 
ning living Praiſes from a living Sence of what God had done for their 
Soels, was given to God: Ard as it was Then, fo it is at this day, by 
the living Members of Chriſt's Heavenly Body, as is ſaid before, and. 
ever ſhall be, by ſuch Saved Ones : But the ſtrange Children will Diſſem-- 
ble, 2s they-do at this day. . 

The nexr thing I may take notice of as a thing of Concernment, 
becaule it is as the very Door ard In-let into your defiled Congregae 
tion; and it is that your Sprinkling, which you call Baptizing of In- 
fans, which is ſo.unſcriptural 2nd corrupt a Cuſtom, both for Matter 
and Manner, that the Lord's Spirit in theſe days (wherein/Trath'is fo 
zloriouſly ariſen) is ſo burdened with, that he will not long forbear 
to judge you for.it.. For. firſt, you bring in a little Infant as the pe 
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> 3675 jc& of your Paptiliy, which by your own Coufeſſiowin your Catechiſin, 
 wa,—canroot perform the things required of Perſons to be /Baptized : For 
it's ſaid, What « required of, Perſons zo be Baptized? Your anſwer is,” 
_Repentance, whereby they forſake Sin; and Faith, whereby. they believe the 
Promiſes of Ged made 10 them in that bufirieſs, +And therefore when ' it is 
Further demanded, Why. then are Infazis baptized, when by reaſon of their 
. xender Age they cannot perform them? Your anſwer is, Tes, they do perform 
them by their Sureties. And then you bring in your Sureties , Which 
very unchriſtianly you call God-fathers and God-mothers, to promiſe 
and vow {uch things for the Child, as-you never did to this day. do for 
your ſelves, -that is, To forſake the. Devil. and all bis Works, '&c.- -But-l 
ask, Who bath required this at your Hands, that you-ſhould fo promiſe 
for them? Certainly God never required it of you, for it is contrary 
0. his. Pure and Holy Nature, to lay ſuch an Impoſlibility upon you; to 
wir, That you ſhould promiſe that for others, which, of your ſelves, 
bu have no,power to do for your ſelves; ' and alfo becauſe he knows 
Tt: is againſt the Glory of -his Chriſt, who is the only Surety,” Under» 
taker: and Mediator betwixt God and Man. And certainly if you and 
"your Teachers were not utterly giyen up to Darkneſs, you could never 
adventure your Souls in ſuch a thing ; . for now it?s well known among 
-Men;; what the Nature of a Surety is, for he is liable to: pay the Debt 
if the Principal fail, as if it were his own Debt.* Now ſeeing it's 
manifeſt that there is a Failing in the Infanty. as to the Performance of 
this Bord, to wit, Of forſaking the Devil and all bis Works, Pomps and 
Vanities of the evil World, and all the ſinful Defires of the Fleſh*- And 
ſeeing that the Wages, Reward or Puniſhment for Sin is Death, Are 
you bold. Surctics willing.to dye the Death for the Child? for indeed 
you deſerve it more than the Child, for it never undertook it, and Jo 
never as yet brovght it ſelf under the aftual and' perſonal Ingagement 
for the Debt. O! conſider, conſider, this is a meer Mocking of God, 
| but God will not be mocked, for if yourepent not of this, and all your 
83 other Sins, he will vex you in his Wrath. And then for that other 
i great Error, whereby-the blind Guides would ſecm to make your be» 
lieve, that the Infant, by this ſorry doing of theirs, is regenerate, .and 
made an Inneritor of God?s Kingdom: It is ſuch a piece of Pop*1y'and' 
. Gralſnefs of Darkneſs, that it's much they fear not that the Earth 
ſhould open and ſwallow them up, for their Preſumption, as it did Core - 
Fo? where did ever Grd, by his Son, Prophet or Apoſtle, ever give 
Hs Tthem-any grourd-in Scrip.nre for ſuch Judgment ; for Regeneration 18 
[ ſuck a worthy, Work c& God npon the Souh,' that it cannot be done, but 
thoy'h hs Incorruptible Secd of the Word of God, which lives-and 
<gdures for ever inthe Lord Jeſus. | 24> 
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"Concerning the Common-Prayer.. 7 


263 if 


"But theſe bold and' blind Teachers, ruſhing like the Horſe into'the 


Battle, are” not-afraid to ſay, and that generally concerning every In- 
fant which they Sprinkle, that they are Regenerated; ahd fo preſume 


_ to give God Thanks for it ; as though wjthour queltion it ,were cer- 


tainly ſo ; when as indeed they do- not at all know whether any thing 
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at all be dons to the Childs Soul by it or no: And ſurely this muſt needs+. 


be a high Preſumption, to Father that upon the pure and holy God), 


which he never promiſed-to do by ſuch a means upon ſuch a ſubje&, as' 


by the Scriptures and Doctrine of Faith is moſt manifeſt. 'And for ' 


thoſe Scriptures ,which'they would colour the Matter aver to you with, 


makes-nothing for it. They alledge, Chriſt took little Children in his 


Arms, aad blefled them ; therefore they are regenerated by the Prieft's- 


Sprinkling : Is this good reaſoning, I ſay this is nothing to the pur- 


pole, for Chriſt did neither Waſh nor Sprinkle them with any -ont=- 


ward Water at all, but laid his. Hands on them .and Bleſſed them that 
came to him. But bringing: them to the Hireling Prieſt; 1am ſure -no 
wiſe Man will ſay, is bringing them to Chriſt. And ſo let the little 
Infants alone whilſt \Infants, and when they are capable of Doftrine; 
letthem be brought 7 

now as then; for nothing but the Prayer of Faith can do them any Ser- 
vice at all in this weighty Matter until then. | So- this meddling with 
Children above this mcafure of Truth and Faith, is great Preſumprion.. 


Again faith the Prieſt (who would be Saved himſelf by ſome qutward 


Obſervation or means of Words or Water, or the like, if it could be) 


y true Faith to Chriſt, and he will bleſs them- _ 


did not Chriſt ſay, MWhoſoever ſhall n2t receive the Kingdom of God aus: 


little Child, ſhall in no wiſe enter therein, So ſay I alſo: But what is this 
to their Cuſtom of Sprinkling the Fleſh with Water, and their Dodrine 


of Regeneration thereupon ? I ſay, nothing at all ; For the Natural in-: 
fant is only here ſet forth by way of Simili:ude, to ſhew what harmleſs, 
paſſive, low-minded Things thoſe are, who enters into the Kingdom 
of Heaven, But Fleſh and Blood, ſaith Part, enters yet, neither doth Cor«: 


ruption inherit Incorruption, 1 Cor. i5 50. And as for the natural Infants; 


though they; be harmleſs as to Men, yet they generally - hold, that by 
Nature they are not Harmleſs and without Sin in God? fight; and fo - 


as ſuch, are not fic Subjects of God's Kingdom. - And Ron.-'g. 6,7, 8: 


the Apoſtle ſpeaking of ſuch a thing as this, ſaith, Ml are not- Ifrael : 


which are of Iſrael (though outwardly Circumciſed.) Mezther . brc arſe 
they are the Seed of Abraham are they all Children, but in Iſaac ſhall thy 


.» Seed be called. That is, They which are,the Children of the Fleſh,. theſe are. 
ot the Children of God, but rþe Children of the Promiſe are counted for the : 


Sred, . Ye. may as well, . yea better, conclade, That all *' who came-of 


+ Arabam according to the Fleſh, and were outwardly Circumciſed, ates 
| .. © Saved + 
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#675 Sayed (becauſe Circumcikon was com r.the Children'to which 


another place, /*s neither Cicunciſion nor Unth cancifion avail any thiyg 
1 thy great maiter, but a new Creature. So may we as truly ſay to | 
ſuch, this day, who place no leſs than Salvation irc ſelf upon the ont-. 

. ward Bap: iſm, that it is neither ſuoh Baptizing, nor Unbaptizing, that 
avails any thing, to God's Kingdom, but a new Creature in Chriſt Jeſys, © 
for .it .is aid, FHe-that Belies es and is Bap:ized, ſhall be Saved's But be that 
Believes nct, is Coudemned-al:eady. But he doth not ſay, He that is not 
Baptized with outward Water ſh1ll be Damned, or is Condemned al. 
ready. And we, throngh Grace, know there is a Baptiſm of the Spirit, 
whereby all the Membe $s of Chriſt are Baptized by one Spirit into one 
Body, Glory toGod, who hath givenns Victory over the Beaſt, Whore 
and Falſe Prophet... Bu: you will fay, perhaps, then, What ſhall he- 
co.me of our Chi:dren ? 1 ſay, if tho.i knowelſt not, Ray till God make | 
it known unto thee. for Secret things belong to God, things Revealed {4 
tous. - But it is no where ſaid, That all that come of ſuch as are called 
Chriſtians outwardly, and are,not Sprinkled arter the Cuſtom of Ex 

£lard, anddye before they commit aQual Sin,. are excluded the King- 
dom. of Heaven, as the Ignorant and Preſumptuous may 1magine-; but 
2s they grow: capab!e of Doftrine, we ought to inſtru them in Chriſt 
Jeſus, and ſo nurture themwup in his Fear, to know him in them, and 
what he-is to.them in their Hearts by Faith, as is in part ſaid before, 
ſv ſha!/l.no-Uncircamciſed or Unclean in Heart, be brought into God's 
Church; neither ſhall the Hireling make a Prey upon the People any 
more; but.the Church ſhall be as in the Beginring, when'it wzs called 
the Spouſe. of Chriſt, a Royal not a D:filed Prieſthood; aChoſen Gene» 
ratioh (not the unchoſcn ard unclean World a pecui'ar People (and. 
nat the: whole, World, who in their Uncieanneſs, can get into the T alk 
of Chriſtian Religion, to the great Diſhonour of G''d, who is burdered 
with th2 Manners of ſnih People as cry Lord, Lord, and leaving con> 

: tinually undone the Lord s Holy Commandments.) 5 KO05 0701608 

E -,And.pow that you who read theſ: Lin?s, may ponder a little ſarther 
| of whar I ſay, 1 way here ſet down ſomewhai more' of the Prieſts 

deceivable words. at t:ctr Sprinkling of Infants, as you may frad them 

in the Boak : For thy3 ſ1ith the Prieſt tothe People; Dear'y B:{wra; ye 
bave brought this Child kere to be Baviiztd;” ye have Prayed that our® Lord 

Feſes. Criſt. would reccive it, to rilexſe jt of its Sins, to Sarthific i" 1h 

the Holy Ghft, to give.it the Kin, am of Heaven and everlaſting* Liſ - Te 


4 


" ., « 
% vg I 
; i = 3 
5 4 "4 ets % 6 - 4 4 pa " | | 


ar 


0 SF 


> 
: es 2 A > 


— _ __ nd m7 24k a Be mp” 009 p b RS 2" i 
Mk - "Bo - edit _ — 
; 4 Ab of FP - f 
Coneerning th? Common-P 
WP + _ ' - & 


; abs” EOS ie 
oF : A+1 ” - 
— 
5 
— 
- 


have heard alſo huw Chrift bath promiſed in his Goſptl to grant all theſe things, 1675 
_ nhich ye have prayed for. ( Stay, t ſay, and beafraid for this Boldneſs, VV 


for there is no ſuch Promiſe in the Goſpel, that the Lord Jetis Chriſt 
will. give Eternal Life to any, much leſs to all that the Hypocrires and 
open Prophane Sinners pray for, for their Prayers ſake; who do all 
with. one Mouth and Conſent, daily Confeſs they haye no+ Health in 
| them, but are Miſerable Offenders, living in the cogtinual Breach of 
* God's Commandments, and even angry in their Minds to hear any 
profeſs and Witneſs a better State; ſoit was moſt truly ſaid, God hear-- 
eth not People living in Sin, but if any be a Doer of God*s Will, him God 
heareth, John9.) So, People, you may ſee your Teachers frame Deceit, 
and would have you believe their Untruths. But the Prieſt goes on, 
and ſaith, Which Promiſe he for his part will moſt ſurely keep and perform. 
Wherefore after this Promiſe made by Chriſt ( ſilence Flefh, there is no 
ſuch Promiſe made upon this account ) this Infant muſt alſo faithfully, for 
his part, promiſe by yo that are his Sureties, (until he come to Apeto take it 
upon bimſelf ) that he will Renounce the Devil and all his Works, and conſtant- 
ly believe God's Holy Word, and obediemly keep bis Commandments. | 
So now by this all may ſee that theſe Prieſts, for all their great talk 
of Regenerating by their Baptiſm, ir ſtands ofly upon a Condition, that . 
the Child muſt perform faithfully what is promiſed on their part. And 
ſothey do not believe their own DcQrine, when they ſay in their Cate- 
- chiſm, without any if or and, That the Child was in its Baptiſm made 
an Inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven : And ſoin Unbelief and Blind- 
neſs of their Hearts do they preſume to give Thanks, when they ſay af- 
terwards that they give God Thanks that he hath Regenerated the In» 
fant. If they had prayed only that he would do it, and fo haveleft is, - 
_ it had been leſs, but to conclude that it is abſolutely done, only becauſe 
they have ſprinkled it, and ſaid a few words over it, and the Covenant 
onthe Child?s part yer unperformed, this is great Preſumption, and 
a grievous taking of Gos Name in vain. And here alſo is-manifeſt a 
grievous Error, that they cannot ſtay until the Child can promiſe for 
it ſelf, if there'muſt needs be ſprinkling and promiſing, but they mult 
bringinothers, without all Scripture and Reaſon, to promiſe for them : 
* For[ do poſitively affirm as before, that God never required it at any 
ones Hand foto do; for beſides, that there is no Scripture for it, It is 
greatly againſt Chriſt, whois the alone Surety and Mediator betwixt 
God and Man, hut it hath been a Cuſtom meerly intreduced amongſt 
People called Chr;/#;ans, in the dark Night of Apoſtacy, when Popery 
began, which now in the clear ſhining of the Sun of Righteouſneſsvpon 
People again, is done, and daily to be done away, Glory to the Lord 
: forEver. 
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1675 -—But the Prieſt £ocs: on, demanding of the Snreties ( whith ofcen- 
Corvtimes fall ont to be ſame wanton Boy or Girl, or ſome other Notorjous 


Evil-liver of Riper Years.) | : ; 
Doſt ;thou in the Name of this Child renounce the Devil and all his Works, 
the. vain Pomp and Glory of the World, with all Coverous Deſires of the ſame, 


4 and the Carnal Deſires of the Fleſh, ſo that thou wilt not follow, nor be led by 


a —_ 
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And then theſe Ignorant Sureties, of what ſort ſoever, being. fore- 
inſtruQted by the Prieſt, muſt Anſwer, / Renownce-thern all. 


'What! People, are ye all Deag, or faſt afleep, that ye never con- * 


ſider ſech things as theſe, but ruſh like a Horſe into the Battel withort 
fear, into ſuch weighty Matters as theſe? Were ir not fit that ſuch 
who promiſe ſo bolgly ſo great Matters for others, were- firſt l-oked 
into whether ever they did half, nay, the hundredth part of ſo much 
for themſelves, but where the Blind leads the -Blind, what Ief than 
ſach Pits can be expeSed. | | 

And further, theſe Bold Suretieson the Child's behalf, being asked 
concerning his Belief of the Articles of Faith, called the: Creed, go on, 


and: being taught of Man, are not afraid to- ſay any thing, and affirm, 


That all that they ſtedfaſtly believe, though in their Heart the Know- 
ledge of God is not. -- : 
And being further asked, Whether be will obedient! 
59 Will and Commanaments, and walk in the ſave all ih; Days of - his 
fs 2 | 4/4 
The Anſweris without ſtop or lett, without asking Counſel of God 
at all, 7 wil. | | 
O what a thing is Man left to himſelf What a heap-of Confuſion 
and Contradictionis he! O what Task-maſters of Egypr are theſe Blind 
Guides, to bind that on others, which they- will not touch with one 


_, 


of their Fingers ; for they themlelves neither forſike + the Devil, nor - 


his Works, :as is manifeſt 3 nor believe in God nor Chrift ſtedfaſt]/ ; 
for bow ſhould they truſt God for their Souls, who dare not truſt him 
for their Bellies, as their -Coverons PraQtices ſhews ? And how can they 
be ſaid to keep God's Holy Wilt and Commandments all their Days, 
whoaredoing what they ſhould 'notdo by their own Confeſſion all their 
Lives long. id v6. 2 q 
And whenthe Prieſts have thus far taken God's Name in; yain, and 
deceived themſelves, and the'Parents by making them believe that they 
are what they are not, -by this their ſorry doing,: they proceed to give 
Charge to the God-fathers and God-mothers, (ſd called.) that they bring 


-the Child when it can ſay-(for it muſt 'be nere& that' their Religion 


tands in ſaying) the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Coni= 


keep God"; 


mandments, 
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 mandmients;.- in the Valgar Tongue, that they bring ic to the Biſhop to 1695 


- 


be Confirmed by him. Ofad ! O fad! that ever Menyſhould-thus dare; Ay -* 
to trifle with Holy Things. For Repeneration is 2 Holy: Thing, bur 15 "i 
* neither wrought by outward Waſhings, nor vain Mens Werds, nor Pr o- 
miſes, nor their Prayers, but only by Jeſus Chriſt, the greatiand true 
Baptizer, according to the working of his Htavenly. Power and: Spirit 
of Life in the Wittof Gad, ag he faith, The Wind bloveth where it liſterh, 
| and thou brareſt the ſound thereof, but knoweſt not whence it comes, nor whi- 
' ther it goes, ſo ts every one that is Born of Goa®s Spirie, John 3. 8. © 
'" And to ſhutup this Bulinelſs, that none may be ignorant of the groſ: 
neſs of Darkneſs that goes all along in this thing, and fo ends ity they 
ſays It is certam by GoaPs Werd, that Children which are Baptized, dying 
before they commit Acual Siti, are undoubtedly, Saved. Underſtand thus 
Biptiz6d, as aforeſaid. <a 42 
” Now to this | ay, that if People can be wrought into ſuch Darkneſs 
 asto believe this, and toreſt ſatisfied that it is according toi'the-Word 
ofGod, when it is a meer Inveation of the "Nations: in the Apoſtacy, 
) and fo no Scripture of Troth at all-for it,. it's no. wonder if 'they-can 
et them into the Belief of leſſer Errors. And alſo it's rio wonder to fee 
he Poor People, thus deluded, 'make ſuch haſte to. get their Infants to 
the Prieſt, when they perceive them in any danger of dying. © For theſe 
- that lay ſo much ſtrels upon this mb, Sprinkling or Baptiſinz -a$ 
they call it, muſt needs tiave diſmal Thoughts concerning ſuch as Die 
without the ſame, to wit, that they are title Jeſs, if not altogether 
Dataned. And as allo may eaſily be gathered from the Words before - 
their Burial of their Dead, which runs thus, - - : - | 4M 
' Heres to be noted, ſay they, that the Office enſuing, ( to wit, of their 
manner of their Burial, of the Dead, which: they call Ehriſtian Burial) 
is not to be uſed for any that Die unbapiized, . ( to wit, unſprinkled: by "the 
*Prieft, asaforeſaid') or Excommunicate, or have laid vislent- Hands upon 
themſclves, T I 2315's 2 4014 
'*O what Darkneſs, what DeſtruQtion- and Miſery is in all their Ways, 
who account not People worthy of Chriſtian Burial; -who are either 
Excommunicate by theſe Wre:!ched Men, and that may be for not paying 
2 Groat or two for Repair of their Steeple: houſe; or” high Place ! Or 
will not,” ndy,. cannot for Conſcience- ſake. cotre- under their Sptinkling. 
Bat as for the Man they ſpeak of, who hath id 'violent Hands upon. 
himſelf, what if it, prove one that they ſay hasibeen made. Inheritor of 
the Kingdom cf Heaven, ,yea,, confirmed inicby-their Office, and was 
never Excommunicatcd. by. them,..muſt -not /he+have' Chriſtian Burial + 
neither ?! O ſtrange. confuſed doings 1. Then! it ſeems" the Gates of Hell "2 
may prevail againſt ſuch as are of your Faith, though they. be confirmed : r 
Wl Nn2 in 
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1 675 inic never ſo much. And by this it. alſo appears, that , you are ſuch \. 
«vw Sinners as God hezrs not, as was fa'd. before; for you pra;ed after 


your wretched Faſhion, in yourprinkling of them, that the Old Adam 
might die in them, -bur Jo here he lives, and hath laid violent Hafids 
npon the Body ; you prayed for Power over thz Devil for th:m, bur lo 
here the Devil hath overcpme them ; you prayed that thoie Dedicated 
hy your Miniſtry might be EverlzſRingly Rewarded with good, but Io 
© here your Child is become a Man, and a Self- murderer, and not thought 
- worthy of Chriſtian Burial, as you call it. 

But the Lord ſees all your grievous doings, your Ends come and com- 
&e, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, the Everlaſting Higheprieſt is 
at Work, Baptizing with his Holy Spirit and Firez O ! his Fan is-in 
his Hand throughly to purge the Floor. But.you Mer.-made_ Prieſts, 
who have'preſumed to ſpeak, and he never ſent you, you are not as his 
- Mouth or Meſſengers, for you put no difference, neither know ye how 
fo put difference betwixt the Precious and the Vile. You bring in the 
uncireumciſed and unclean, you matter not what you do, you weigh 
not your Doings noff Words in God's Ballance, but the Love. of Money 
(the Root of all Evil ) hath: ſo blinded your Eyes, that you will ſee no- 
thingat all of Truth, for your Eye being Evil, your whole Body is full 
of Darkneſs, as Chriſt- faith ; your Skirts are diſcovered, the Books 
are opened, and now will the Lord give you according to your Deeds; 
as you have grieved and burdened his good Spirit, ſo will be burden you 
with his Plagues and Terrors: And though you may cry to the Rocks 
and the Mountains, yet nothing ſhall hide you from his Wrath, as 
Truth hath ſaidit isfo. Some have been lopping at the Branches, but 
now ChriRt's Axe is laid again to the Root of the Evil Tree, (Glory to 
his Name ) to cut it up Root and Branch, that the. right Heavenly 
Root ard Branch of his own planting may bring forth Fruit to his Glo» 
Ty and Endleſs Praiſe, whois worthy, who is oyer all God Bleſſed for 
Ever. - SQ be it. KEYS | 

" The nextthing, after the Children are grown up.to Men and Wo- 
men, atleaſt to Sixteen Years of Age, or upwards, and have paſſed the 
Biſhops Hands, 3s is before-mentioned, they are invited to the Com- 
munion, ' which they call- the other Sacrament, wherein they eat Bread 
and drink Wine in remembrance of Chriſt's Veath, as they. ſay, until 
he come: But here you muſt underſtand a great Myſtery of Deceit which 
hath.crept in amongſt the People called Chriſtians, ſince the Apoſtles 


time, in the Apoſtacy and great Darkneſs of Antichriſt ; to wit, that - 


though they tel} of remembring Chriſt's Death till he come; yet they 
do not. believe, nor would have any-others ever to belicvc, that this 
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_ coming of Chrifk ſhall bewhilſ Peopleare in this Body upan the Rk 
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but they muſt be eating Bread and drinking Wine as & Si n, and never 1675 
-come'to ſee it fulfilled co them in the coming of the Subſtance, to wit, 


Chriſt in Life and Power to dwell with them, and in. them, -as .he pro- 


. miſed 'to. them that looked for him z- as Chriſt ſaid\ concerning the 


Fruit of the Vine, . that he would drink it new with his Diſciples in his 
Father's Kingdom. And as Chriſt tavght them, amongſt other things, 
to pray that the Father's Kingdom might come; and is not this to be 
known in People whilſt here? Yea, yea,. and ſo to feel Chriſt ſupping 
with them, and they with him 3 and being unto them their daily Bread, 
as he ſaith in the ſixth of Joh», 1 am the Bread of Life ; thus, I ſay, 


they remain out of the Faith of Chriſt ; and ſo without Faith it's impoC- 
 fible to pleaſe God. 


Alſo here is to be noted another grand Deceit of: the Enemy in this 
their Sacrament, ſo called, . in that he makes them believe. the Bread 


and Wine is not.holy enough, and ſufficient far that Buſineſs, unleſs the 


Man-made Prieſt have ſaid ſome words over it, which they call Conſecra- 
tion,and ſo Conſecrated it, as.they ſpeak,with his unholy: Hands ; unhely 
} call them, and that appears from their own Confeſſion, for they. daily 
ſay they have no Health in them, by reaſon of their grievous Offences, 
but if they had not in words confeſſed it, yet their Lives makes it ma» 
nifeſt that they are of unclean Lips, and defiled Hands,. wbich. whilſt 


| þo, are not fic to meddle with Holy Things, no more than the Lepers 


vnder the Law, were fit in their Leproſie to enter intothe Temple, or 


' meddle with any Holy Fhing : And for thoſe words they uſe unto all 


that Comn.unicate Hand over. Head, which ſay, The Body -of our Lord. 
Teſts Chriſt preſerve thy Body arid Soul nnto Everlaſting Life :- It is demand+ 
ed where they had them, for I never read any ſuch in Chriſt*s. giving. 


. that Bread and Wine at his laſt Supper, nor in Paul's words to the Co- 


rmthians, aſterwards ſpeaking of it, where then had they them ? Surely 
they have either Invented them out of their own Heads, or had.them- 
oot of ſome Popiſh-Bcok, or the like: For it is certaia from the Lord: 


Jeſus- they came'not, ſeeingthey are ſuch a Burden to the Souls of his 


Redeemed Ones this Day : But again theſe words, Preſerve tby Body. 
and Soul, ſignifies, the Blind Prieſt takes it for granted, that all that ho 

gives this Bread unto, are in'a good and ſafe Condition at preſent, 
though the Eqrd knows, and they themſelves confeſs, they remain Mi-- 
ſerable Offenders, and haveno Health in them. O what ſad work is: 
here amongſt them ! O what grievous daubing / Firſt, they-tell them, 
that by their ſprinkling they were made ſo and ſo, as is before-men- 
tioned, and in their Biſhoping confirmed in itz and now therefore by. 


. this eating and drinking they are preſerved; though to the Grief of the: 
- Spirit of God they live in their Sins, and in the broad. way of. the Old: - 
() | ; | 
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655 ad Evit W6#1d, -wherethie trve ſpripkling of the Blood. of Chriſt.is- not 
MS AG ws ; TOR FHV He Abe If we wat. 


* OR 


| Te, 7 in the Light, a he, to wit, 
Goez ts *m + Lighr, "ther haves we. F ellowſbip ore, with another ; and the 
Blood” of: Feſta Chriſt - bis Sor, clcanſeth us from. all fin, 1 John 1.6, 7. 


Thenitmuſt needs be, that fuch a« walk.in' Darkneſs know: not Chriſt, - 


nor the clernſing of his Blood, for he is only. the' Author of Life to all 
that 'obey him ; byt "the unclean World. eat -and drink Damnation to 
themſelves; whatſoever ro riie contrary. they may imagine. But 
whence came this*Cuſtom 'of Confſgcrating .. Bread. and Wine, if not 
front thoſe” of Rome,- who fallly imagine the Real Preſence, as theyrcall 
it, to be after their Conſecration ? For Chriſt's giving.of Thanks at his 
laſt Supper, before his giving of Bread.and Wine, .is nothing to your 


_ Caſtom:'"AlfoTeging you pretenid to give. all the Vertye . to the Thing 


Ggnificd;and not to" the Signs,: you Tpoil your own ;D6Qtcine of, Conſe- 
eration : 'But Popery is ccſilier gotten out of the Profellion than out of 
the Heart. aſh | 

It wontdb= long to tell of all the bold and. ſtrange Paſlages they 
have jp this theitCommunitn, as in the other. of; their. Qbſervations. 
Bit thisvoe Hort'only may be. mentioned, and. ſo. paſs on,..and it is 
this, Thevrforewith Higels, and Archaugels, ard with all the Company of 

eaven, fay* they, we laud aid magnifie thy Glorious Name Evermore, 
praiſing thee, and (aying, Holy, Holy, . Holy . Lord God of Hoſts, Heaven 
and Etith are full of rby Glory. | ID 


- Now all Pcople,) whoſe Minds afe tender towards God, I Appealto 
G6d's Witneſs in you,.. whether ſuch words as theſe do arly way ſuit or 


agrcewith tie Condirion of the Pariſhes of England, who thus uſe them ?. - 


For what Fellowſhip have ſuch Miſerable Offenders and Unhealed Souls 
with Anon, and Archangels, and all the Heavenly Company.? Nay, 
5 mote than Light and Darkneſs hath, . But hegg;the; Whore that 


jay, .mb mot hin Light fn |. Buchegp: 
FED RT mifny Wircrs (which by Expoſition of the Spitit,, are Multis 
tndesof People ) hath lifted up their Minds into 'a Conceit that they 


are Real. Chriſtians, and ſo of the Heavenly Company, becauſe -of 


Words, when Alas they are for the moſt part ſuch as the Apoſtle wrote 
unto weeping, Phi/o.walk a4 that thiy are; Enemies to the Crofs of; Chriſt, 
whoſe God 44 their Bellies, ard glory.in thiyr. arty minding-.tarthly things; 
4 i { 33: Vl = oe REL | | 

Ard" whit fball'T. ſay of cheir Ring, and plighting; of their Trothz 
and Worſhipping one another, in their Form of Wedding, |wher, they 
ſay,.. With thit Ring [ thee Wed, and with my Body 1 thee Worſhip. hut even 


take up 4 Lamenication for the. Peaple, ' whoſe, Eye is ſa;blinded by the 


God of this Wot 1d; "that they wil 


not ſee the things that b:1long unto ' 
| | their. }_ 
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| SC it eveh burdens 
the Spirit of the-Lord to hear it And to hear a poor wretched Man, 
who hath Tun, and God-never ſent him ; to ſay, That bythe pry of 
God given him, he Abſolves the Sich*Man' from all bis Sins + BielRad nee 

take hecd leſt the Judgments of God fall on them, as-it did upon thoſe 
Preſumptuqus Favs; the Prieſts Sons, mentioned As 19, 13, Ec. 


And for their Burials, as they doin thereſt, ſo do they in this, and 
re moſt grievous Daubers and Takers of God's Name in vain; and 
they are not afraid to fay indifferently of one as well as another, that 
they have a Hopc, yea, a ſure and certain Hope of their ReſurreQion 
to Life Eternal, though they have been'never ſo Notoriouſly Evil in 
this Life ; yea, though they have ſaid but a little before in their Com» 
mination, Curſed are the Unmerciful, Fornicators, and Adulterers, Co- 
vetos Perſons, Jaolaters, Slanderers, Drunkards and Extortioners ;, and both 
Prieft and People ſaid Amen toiit. And though they be found living 
and dying ſuch, yet now at their Burial all muſt be daubed over with a 
Reſurretion to Life Eternal. 

But here is the Device by which the Hireling lives; for what by 
their DoErines and Words in their Sprinklings, in their Confirma-- 
"tions, in their Communions, in their Burials, yea, in all their Do- 
ings, there is ſuch a Bewitching of the Peopte, and ſtrengthning the 
Hands of Evil-doers, that none returns from their Evil Ways, but all 
lyes in Death and Darkneſs, without remorſe; none ſmites upon his 
Thigh, and faith, Wh.At have T done? But with Death they make a Co- 
venant,. and with Hell are they and their Multitude at Agreement; 
but with the Over flowing Scourge of his Wrath, will the Lord fweep 
away all Lying Refuges ; and the Lord is begun to make a Bleſſed Se- 
paration between the Precious and the Vile, Glory to his Name for 
Ever. So bcit; ſo beir. 


©! the ſet Wages and Hire in every Pariſh, ſeconded with an Out- - 
ward Law to compel it, and the many ſtinted Forms of Words and 
Adtions in their Services made ready to'their Hands, and Enjoined 


upon: 
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272 Concerning the Common-Pzaver. 
1675 upon them, 'upon; Pain of being uncapable of the' Wage :and-Hire ap. 
CR ined for thoſe Doings, is ſuch a Bait to' the Mercenary -Minds ve 
the Men of this World, that it even draws and drives by heaps .into 

the Miniſtry ſuchas God never fent, nor would never come of 'them- 

_ ſelves, ; but for the ſake of that filthy Lucre. But God is ſhaking his 
Hand againſt ſuch Diſhoneſt Gain; and the Lord hath, and is reſtoring 
to us the Ancient Miniſtry as in the Apoſtles Days, where all was done 

by the Ability.of God's own Spirit, in ſuch as had freely receired the 

Gift thereof, and therefore could. and can freely give, Glory to his 


Name for Evermore. _ Amen and Amen. 
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the Almighty Power of the Lord God Almighty, who is jeatous of his 


- the. Leavings_of his Light are come out from amongſt you 3 and who 2 7+ "1 


| have gotten Vittory over the Beaſt, the Whore, and falſe Propher, who 


People of the Saints of the moſt High God, whoſe Kingdom is an 


who iiveth for ever; who is ariſen in this his Glorious Day, not only. 


A Teſtimony forthe Lord, the good Shep- | 
herd,, and true Miniſter of the SanQtuary, = 
and txue Tabernacle which God hath pitch- © 
ed, and not Man, againſt all the falſe Shep- 
herds; and Hireling Miniſters, and Teach- 
ers:of the World, under what Name, . or 
Notion, or Form ſoever, who have run, 
and God neyer ſent them, and therefore 
cannot profit. the People at all. - 


EAR the Word of-the Lod God that is gone forth againſt you, 
| like.a Flame of Fire, in this the mighty Day of the ariſing of 


Honoyr,.and who is tender of the poor Souls, whom you hare deceived, . 
and do daily. make a Prey of for filthy. Lycre, your End is come, the 2 er: 2: 
Day hath Revealed you, and, in Gods Ballance are you'weighed, and 209-313 
fopnd altogether wanting ; and- therefore is your Kingdom Ceparted 27. 
from: you ; and now the Lord God is ſetting up his own-moſt Hea- "þ 

venly aud Everlaſting Kingdom in the Hearts of his People, who in 


throdgh- the Blood of the Lamb, and the Word of their Teſtimony, 


haye deliied the Earth with their Abominations, Lies and Lewdneſs, Dan. 7+ ' 
and he will yet gather more from amonglt you : And now-the Kingdom 
under the whole Heavens is, and ſhall be for ever the Portion of the 


Everlaiting Kingdom, and all Dominions ſhall ſerve and obey hin, 


to reveal, but even to deſtroy to the uttermoſt the Man of Sin, that 
Son of Perdition in all ihe Earth, which hath fate in the Temple of 2 Thefl 24. © 
Gad, as God; ſaying.he was God, and hath long Exalted himſelfabove _ . 
all. that was called God, which alone ought to be Worſhipped ; but 
the Lord is ariſen to dethrone him, even that Wicked One, who: 

| Oo Would! \ 
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| 1675s would not ſuffer the true Sced,the true Heir,Chriſt Jeſus,the true Light, 
{| &YSV to Reign 3 but bath always, like .an enraged. Beaſt, pnſhed with his 
Horns, againſt the Lamb in.every Appearance, whereby the terider 


| Buddings- of Troth in many People have been often hurt, and the 
| Growth of the good Seed ofcen-hindered, and. ſome of thegfeeble Ones, 


even,u their .comings out, of 'Ezypt, have becn cut off by this Spiritual 
AnaleR, nog upon which the Whore; the li Prieiths: :| 
and -Mimſtry Rides, :wBomGod will have. War wich fot.£ver, and « il! 
* deſtroy him to the End ; for now-is the Ancient of Days upon bis 
Throne, and. the. Thrones of the Wicked are caſt down ; aad One 
FAA 9. 10, like unto the Son of Man, to wit, the Lord Chriit Jeſus, in and with 
Hs number(s Number 15 tome (With the Clonds df Heaven Ofor as 
ſure as he-went pp,'ſo.is be.certamly come again) and brought near to 
dav. 7.6, the Ancient 'of Days, and is tn- the attual Poſſcflion of that Kinzdom, - 
Glory and Power given him of the-Father,. that-all People, Nations 4nd 
Languages fhould ſerve avd obey him; for his Dominion is an Ever- 
laſting Dominion, whichiſhatl nor ; paſs away,: and bis Kingdom. that 
which ſhall not be deſtroyed ; and now the Judgment is ſer, and 'the 
| Books: are-opened, Glory to the Lord for ever ; and now is the Re- 
26. 19-yelation of all-Things, and fulfilling of all Things which hath been 
ſpoken of by the true Witneſs, ſince the* World began: And now the 
Tything Hireling Prieſts, .ayd Merchants of Babylon, who by their 
Works der.y Chrifi conig in the Fleſh, run to the Powers of the Earth ; 
[-Aev.13. 15,ang Cry out, and ſay, They will rot pry us, they will not put into our Mouths, 
4.436 th ey wil buy none of - our Merchandize any more”, Alas, alas, our great C ity: 
But for all their Crying, God will not hear, ' nor help them, for they 
have lefr off to do-good, and God hath [baken his Hand at their dif- 
honeſt Gaia z and the Son of 59d, in _his Ever-blefſzd Light, is ariſen, 
and 1s at Work t6 Iead our of Darkneſs the Sonls of the Sitople, thit 
they may know bim alone to be their Pricſt, Miniſter and Teacher, 
and may not be a Prey any longer to the Wolf in the Sheep?®s Clothing) 
the Wolf, who is inwardly gone from God, and ravenned into the dark 
Wilderneſs, aad hath ſtollen the Saints and Chris Words, ard makes 
a Trade on them, to deceive withil for' filthy L-cre: Wo. unto ther, 
E they have gone 1 te [ay »f Cain, and. aſter the Error of Bala»m, for 
F Pet.2. worldly Ends, and ſhall piriſh i: the guinſaying of the Truth, as Core did. 
3 Eee; And the Lam" ſhall -have the Victory; and the Lord is at Work, lead- 
Fi ing bis Ficck by the Streims of Living Waters ; Glory to his Name 
E for ever. . 
s And what ſhall I only complain of the Unrigtenuſneſs, and declare 
of the Downf:il of tlie Kin2dom of falſe Texrchers and Hirelings a- 
mongſt the Turks, or of the: Proud Inpperious Prelates of the gark Sced 
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—— and Teachers of the woald: ae 


of Kome ? Or ſhall I not rather come-nearer home, to wit; to the Place 1675 
of my outward Nativity, the Land of Old Ergland, who pretend ro FW IT 
be neither of the Spirit of Turks nor Papits, but People: of the 'Re- - 
formed Religion, called Proreft ants, as who ſhould ſay, Proteſters againſt 
Romiſh Uſurpations and Antichriſtian Innovations? Bur alas ! to the 
Shame of thy Nakedneſs, O England, England, there is found in thee 
a Conſpiracy, a Company of lewd and treacherous Men, 'who_ftand over thee Jer, 13+ 
as Teachers, covered with black both inwardly and outwardly, who ' 
wear a black Garment now, as the falſe Prophets of old wore a rough 
Garment to deceive, who cry, Give, give, and can never have enough, 
for they are 4s Graves ;, and if one put not intotheir Months, they bite with 
their Teecl, and prepare War againſt them, Suing People at Law for Wa- Micah 3; 
ges, for whom they d6,Work, moſt unreaſonable of all Men, and con- © 
trary to all ether People, Reaping where they never Sowed, neither 
Spiritual nor Temporal Seed ; they claim the Tenth' of ſuch Men's 
Labours and [ncreaſe, as they themſelves excommunicate out of their 
Synagogues, and in their falſe Judgment judge to Hell: What! doth 

not the Deſtruftion of their Souls ſeem enough, bat you muſt deſtroy 
their Eſtates and Familics, and ſometimes their Body and Life alſo, 
by long and unhearc-of Impriſonments and Plunderings ? Shall not 
the Nations of the World (who profeſs not, as you the Prieſts and 

Prelates of Eng/and do) riſe up in Judgment againſt: you ?' For which 
of the Prieſts in Turkey or Roe are more eager for their Bellies than 
you are? What Means do you leave uncſlayed againſt thoſe, who for 
Conſcience-ſake cannot put 1rto your Mouths ? Wil any, whoſe Eyes 
are open, believe you tobe Minilers of the Goſpel, who rather than 
loſe a little of the Earth, will expoſe both your ſelves and your Goſpel, 
to all the Blame and Shame that may be. ; 

The ve'y Name of Tythes, ſhews you to be Jewiſh, and of Esfter- 
Reckonings, and inch-li«e, to be Popiſo; and now where is your Refor- 
ma:jon? You may well confeſs, there js no Health iv you,: wo have {o 


Fi 


palpahbly done (an! do) what you org4t not to bare done, and left undone the, 14: 2h 
what you onght to have done, as in your Cuitom you confeſs : Health,nay, k. 
nay,” how thould you have any Spiritual Health in you, who live in 
ſach manifeſt Opp-1iion to the Spirit of Chriſt Jeſus, the Heavenly 
Phyſician. Chriſt Jeſus faith ro his Diſciples, Freely you bave received, 
freely give 3, but you are all for Money, and great FEarthly Revenues, 
that you may live in Pride, Idleneſs, and Fnlneſs of Bread. Chriſt faith, ; 
Scek ye firſt the Kinga-m of God, bur your Care is, how to get great _ 
Livingsand Fat Bcnefices ; and as.for the Heavenly Kingdom, which : 
Chriſt compared to a Grain of Muſtard-ſceii, you neither know it, Nor 
are williag to learn; you will neither enter into it your ſelves, nor Mat,2348 
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| 1675 fuffer others, but by your Traditions you ſhut it up againſt Men. Chriſt 
GE NI faith to his, Swear nor at all; but you teach for Doctrine, that Chri- 
L-. - **ſtians may Swear, and you do Swear, not only before the Magiſtrates, 
James 5.12. but even ſome of you in your ordinary Communication; yea,zand which 
is moſt Abominable, in your very Church-Service, compelling the Men 
3 called Church-wardens to Swear (and that oftentimes withan Unwilling- 
| neſs of Heart, and Condemnation of Conſcience) to perform your 
| Church-Offices, which lays a kind of Impoſlibility vpon them. Oh fad! 
may it not be ſaid, The Land mourns becauſe of Oarhs * What, have you 
'| no Shame nor Care of your Credit, that can do ſuch thiogs in the open 
Pol. 4-2:3-Sun; and not bluſh? Will you never.open your Eyes alittle to ſee your 
E: Works? What do you mean to do? Or where. will you hid: your 
b- ſelves in the Day of God's Judgments, when he calls you to zn Ac- 
"oj count, and pleads with you in Flames of Fire for all your miglurty Sins ? 
Do you indeed believe, as in words you ſay, That you regenerate the 
little Infants, by ſprinkling” a little Water on its Face; and ſprakino « few 
words of your own deviſing over it, which it knows nothirg of? Do you ine 
deed, I ſay, believe, That by this kind of Baptiſm, tney ar- made be 
Children of God, the Members of Chriſt, and Inheritors of the K14; on of 
5 God? Or do you not rather do theſe Things to get Motev by? Oh 
Wat.13.15.Curſed Covetouſneſs, the Root of all Evil; Oh, how it hath drowned 
E: your Souls in Perdition ; how it hath blinded your Hearts, ttiat you 
by can ſee nothing of the Kingdom of God: You bring in a Comjan: of 
vh Poor deluded Souls, who follow you blind Guides, to promiſe for the 
little Infant, That 5: ſhatl forſake the Devil and ll bis Works ;, then what 
ſhall theſe bold Promiſers ſaffer, if the Child do not ſo ? Will they, 
or you their Teachers for them, be content to ſuffer the Pains of Hell, 
the Reward of ſuch as break Covenant with God? And when will you 
fee that this Cuſtom of undertaking for the little Infants, greatly dero- 
gates from the Honour of Chriſt, who is the only Undertaker for Man 
towards God: But what if a Child, through Grace, be ſo ſtrengthned, 
when it grows up, as to ſee your Wretchedneſfs, and fo to forſike and 
bear Teſtimony againſt all the Works of the Evil One that are done 
amongſt you, Will you not call him Heretick, and pur-him out of 
your Synagogues ? Yea, yea for you can have no F:Illowſhip with any 
that have Hcalth'in th:/m; for by your own Conteiſion, you are mi- 
ſerable Offenders «ll the Days of your Life, and have no Health in you, 
and ſo cannot endure to-hear of Perfeftion or perfect Sonndneſs on this 
Eph. 9. 21-fide the Grave: Yea, trough you read inScripure, That Chriſt”s Mini- 
os | 3- fry prrſe dts 10 God, Ep". 4. Yer {heres not jo mucia Faith amongſt you 
bn 2+ a Grain of Muſtard iced, to velteveany ſuch thing ; tor if any come 
£0 be healed by Chriſt, and ſo made pertetly ſound to Gd, and wit- 
| IICis £ 
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neſs forth the ſame, they "are not for your Company, even you who r67F 
have no Health in you, but are-miſerable Offenders. Oh you that cry .-ovWII? 
but agairſt Separatiſts and Separation, what a woful- Separation have Jude 18. 19, * 
you made; you are of them who have ſeparated.your ſelves from the — A 
Lord in Unbelief, and are ſenſual, not living ina God's Spirit, but in 
the broad Way of the World. Oh when will you be weaned from the - 
Breaſts of Myſtery Babylon, and learn to ſuck at Trath's Breaſts, and zach. rs, r,- 
draw Water out of God's Well, which in the Light and Life of Jeſu: $7 2 + 
Chriſt, is opened to the true Hungerers and Thirſters after Righteouſ. 

neſs this day. : 

But you have tranſgrefſed the Everlaſting Covenant,and offered Vio-« 

lence'to the righteous Law of the Lord Jeſus, and miſerably wreſted 

and perverted the Holy Scriptures, which witneſs of him and his gle. 2 Pet.3. r8. 
rious Appearance in theſe latter days; and this you do, that you may 
eſtabliſh your own Traditions, that' you may keep your ſelves up in 

the Earth, in the Glory of this World, and eſteem of Fallen Man, who Johos, 44. - 
knows not Chriſt nor his Kingdom; and therefore hath the Lord al- * 
ready diſcovered your Skirts, and will yet daily more and more, by the ? Thf.2.8,” 
bright ſhining forth of his Light, make you ſo manifeſt, naked and* f 
bare, that every Eye ſhall ſee the Shame of your Nakedneſs; And tolh. 5s. 24.” 
the Nations of them that are Saved, who walked in the Light of the Hea- | 
venly Jeruſalem, ſhall you be an abhorring for ever; and the Redcemed 
of the Lord ſhall daily flock to Zion out of your Frozen Land, to offer 
their Spiritual Sacrifices to God upon his Holy Altar; and ſhall ſee the 
Smea:; of your defiled Sacrifices go downward as Cain's did, which God had Gm. ,. 5. 
20 Reſpeft 10; And th: Smoak of your Torment ſhall go up for ever and v.r, Rey, 14, 11, 
for ſtrong is tbe Lord that judges you,” becauſe you have glvei is Lambs "IF 
Gall and Vinegar to drink, and have puſhed them with Side and Shoul- 
der ; and therefore a bitter Cup will God give you to drink. = 

Oh how hath the Lord borne with you ? How hath his Voice ut- 

tered it felf among !t you in your Streets, in your Aſſemblies? faying in 
your Ears, O Repert, repent, Give Glory to God, by giving over 10 deceive 
your own, ant the poor Peoples Souls, which ave precious $0 God O ye that 
have exalted your ſcives into the Place of Teachers, and are untaught 
your ſelvcs, into the Place of Biſhops, and Overſeers of athers, aud 
have not looked into your own Hearts and Souls, to ſce what grows | 
there. O tie deep Sleeps and Slumyers that. you are ſeen to bz In this wich. z, 65: 4 
day, even all you whe have rin, and &od never ſent you , and therefore | 
you have not, nor never ca" poſlibly in that State, profit the People-at all. 
Oh all you that love to be call'd of Men Mafter, and Door, and Lord 
Biſhov:,-and Arch Deacons) ard ſuch-like worldiy Titles, which Chriſt.” 
the mcek Lamb, and lowly in Heart, did always forbid, and bjs Sp'ritt .. 
'E 
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A Teſtimony agamlt Hireling Miniſters, 
1675 is againſt for ever and ever, and faith, /r ſhall not be ſo amongſt his,” but 
| TAY VV be that 15 greateſt muſt be leaſt, arid Servant of all, not in feigned Words 
| 2at-29- 25: and deceitful Shews, but in Deed and in Truth, Glory to the Lord, 
| Mat,15.13-who is ariſen to root up the falſe Miniſtry, and to bring in his own, 
f-. as in the Beginning, That the Earth may be covered with. the Knowledge of 
[26:01.9. Ged, and Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, as the Waters cover the Sea, Amen 
E. and Amen. 
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O ye Prieſts and Pariſh-Teachers ! When will ye conſider of the 
Entrance of your ſelves -into your Offices, and the People into your 
Church ? You have laid another Foundation than Chriſt hath laid ; 
| yoho 20. 21, Chriſt ſaid to his Meſſengers and Miniſters, As my Heavenly Father bath 
[2z ſent me, ſo T ſend you;, But Chriſt was not made a Minifler by the Law of 
| 5: 'a Carnal Commandment, but by the Power of an endleſs Life. And fo you 

that are Miniſters of the Letter, and made Miniſters thereof by the 
>. - Law of a Carnal Commandment, and your Fittedneſs for the Work is 
{ 2 Cox... 20, gathered, not frem the Holy Spirit's Ability, but from ſome Worldly 
| Rev, 3. 8, Endowments, as Natural Languages, Arts and Parts, which cen only 
 t9,2% fit a Man for a Heatheniſh Oratory, but could never help in this great 
6 and Heavenly Matter of Chriſt's Kingdom; and ycur Biſhops being 
- made by the Humane Powers, could never ſay, That by the laying on of 
T their Hands, you received either the Holy Ghoſt, or any Gift of it : And ſo 
E; you being of the World, and impowered by the World, how can you 
2 clain Audience or Obedience from Chriſt's Members, who know r.ot 
E- to follow your Voice, which is the Strangers Voice; and ſo you Men 
+ ©Jom 4 5 of the World are heard, upheld and obeyed by the World, who are 
 Mat.ts, 1, Ignorant of Chriſt*s Voice from the Strangers ; and ſo being ſuch 
2D blind Guides, whether can you lead the People bur into the Litch ? 
Fa. 55.2. And there you are, who are always doing what you ought 10t to do , 
£ ard ſo kave no Health in you, and fa dangereus to joyn to, and are 
|" 162. 56. 10. miſerable Offenders, for taking the pcor Feoples Money for that which is. 
| Vat. 41556: ot Bread, and cauling them to ſpend their Labours for your Tradi- 
A tions and empty Sound of Wards, -which are never able to ſ:tisfie 
{- Jon 10.1. their Souls: And you are very wiſ-rable Offenders alio, in not only 
— coming in by a wrong Door your ſelves, but alſo in perſwaging the 
D poor deceived Multitude, that you enter them into the Pale of the 
Church, by your Baptizing or Spriokling of them, when Infants; for 
which there is no Scripture: Nay more, as your common Cuſtom 
is, and as is ſaid before, that you repencrate them by it ; for God 
never regenerated any by a Means which he never ordained, as this 
Ufage of yours is manifeſt to be: So all your Entrances being impure, 
and. your Foundations Unſpiritual and Unſcriptural, what Building. , 
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IE and Teachers of the Would. _ . HEE 


muſt needs be builded thereupon, the wiſe 'in Heart do eaſily ſee: 50 1675. 


you and your Work bcing Myſtery B4byion, the Lord God of Heaven LNNI 
is engaged againſt you, and his Vials of Wrath is he ponring forth up- x6 179%. 
on you, and he mill not fail, noh be diſcouraged, until by Fudgments be and 14, 11. 
brought forth to Viftory over you. And now to you the Magiſtrates and 
Powers, who Rule in this Nation of England, lend not your Power, 
much leſs give it to this dead Image ; uphold not this Miniſtry, which 
cannot profit you nor the People at all, let God plead with yon in his 
Wrath for your Abuſe of it; for though they mzy perſwade you that 
Chriſt is not againſt chem, yet ſuch as God hath Redeemed from among({t 
them, know them to. be no Miniſters of. Chriſt, but Hirelings, who 
have run without Chriſt's ſending ; and ſo not going: ChriſPs Meſſage, 
they cannot be content with ChriſPs Mainrenance, but cry unto you,-0 
Magiſtrates, be'p, help, the People will not Pay ws their Tythes, and thelike, 
lend us your Laws, your Priſons, &c, O Rulers! Confider, conſider 
what Teachers theſe are, who inſtead of compelling People to Love, 
and contribute to'them by the Power of the Word, are glad to run 
to the Worldly Magiſtrates Sword; is not God againſt them rhat are 
thus againſt lim ? O leave them ! Leave them to try and prove them- 
ſelves to the Peoples Conſcience, to be true Miniſters by a free and 
powerful Miniſtry of the Word, not of Man, but of God, unto them, 
or never own them, for Chriff's ancient and true Miniſters had freely 7 
reecived, and therefore could freely give ; and did Plaut before they Eat, at. 10.8. 
and Fed the' Flock before they had the Milk thereof; but theſe Buy their 
Words, and therefore Sell them like Merchants of Babjlon ; They eat 
the Fat, and clothe with the Wooll, and kill them that are fed, as the Pro- 
phet ſpeaks; but Ged's Flock they feed not, but perſecute them, call- | 
ing them Hereticks, and ail that's naught, as the Old Jews, who perſe- | 
cuted Chriſt and his Followers, did; But after the Way that they call He- and 
reſie, ſo worſhip we the G:d ad Father of our Lord Teſe Chriſt, believing 
his Living- Word which p:rfects.us_ to himſelf, and the Scriptures : 
which teitife thereof; Glory to i:is Name for Ever. - 7 2 
And ail ye Pe>pl:%. who are Lovers, and Followers, and Upholders 
of this falſe Miniſtry, which keeps you a/ways learning, and never brings | 
you to the Knowledeof the Truth, as it is in Feſna;, which alone perfeRs to* Tu 3efafh 
God ;z cenſe from it, and the Maſterly Teachers in it, and from them | 
turn to God; for what are their Dreams to the Living and Eternalje., 2. 28, 
Word of G d, which is as a Hammer and 4 Fire in _the Hearts of all?s: | 
that. r:ccive it ? Ard what are thcir Inventions to the Oidinapces of [ 
Chriſt ? The Lord loves your S>11s, he bath no Pleaſure in your Death Frey; 
Itts not his Will chat your Precious Souls ſhould be lo#t forthe plealing | 
of vain Meo, and anſwering thei: uigodly Luſts ; | #har is there mw Balm Jer.20;29; © 
| | in "2 
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280 _ ACeftimony againſt Yireling Miniſters, 
"18 1625 in Gilead ? Is there no Chriſt, no Phyſician in F-glard, that the Breach 
© V which Sin hath made bdetwixt God and: your Souls can never be made 
[| Hol4.2. - up, but the Wound mult ſtand open ſtill, like a Bloody-Iſſue, running 
out the very Life of your Souls, ſo that you have no Power, no ViRtory 
over Sin, but Sin ſtands ſtill in its Strength and perfet Dominion over 
| you? O when, O when will you come to the Light, that your Eyes 
[ Rev. 3.19. may beopened to ſee the dangerous Paths that you are in, by following 
= 3 theſe Blind Guides, who having ſhut up the King Aom of God againſt Men, 
| will neither enter into it themſelves, ner ſuffer others. Oh! why will ye Die 
{| Exod.ro.21, Ye People of England t Why will ye fit in Egypr*'s Darkneſs ſtill, and 
1623. the Land of God's People ſo full of Light? The Lord God hath liited 
[} Joh.3-15,20 UP the Standard of his Truth in tke midſt of you, but you chuſe rather 
$2214 to Fight under the Banner of the Power of Darkneſs, becauſe of your 

- Love to the World to your Hurt; and ſo the Old Dragon, who be- 

guiled Eve, leads you Captive at his Will, who will not have Chriſt, 

the true Light, the good Shepherd and Biſtop of the Soul, to rule in 
you. - The Word of the Lord God unto you all, both Prieſts, -Magi. 
+ ..+- . ſtrates, and Peoplez Awake, Awake, the great and mighty terrible 
Fares -15. Day of the Lord God is at Hand, is very nigh to come upon you, like a 
5-2 Thief in the Night, like an Armed Man, like a terrible Tempeſt 10 ſcatter 
dal age” you, 10 ſpoil you of your Glory, to leave you neither Root nor Branch: For 
 Rom.z.48, OW is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt Mighty in Power, ariſen to plead with 
f -- _ you jn his Wrath, becauſe you have made void his Law, and trarſ- 
- greſ1:d the Everlaſting Covenagt of his Gracious Light, and inſtead 
# Rev.13.14. thereof have ſet up a dead Image, a liveleſs Form of Man's deviling, the 
f Image of Jealouſie, a Religion and Worſhip which makes nothing per- 
fet to Gad ; your Root is ſeen and judged by the true Light, Chriſt 
Jeſus, the Root and Off-ſpring of David. Ir is ſo. 

And-'if you ſtill continue in- your vain Thoughts, thinking to pleaſe 
God with ſuch a Life, wherein you are daily doing what you ought not to do, 
and leavirg\undone what God commands you, and never come out of that 
wretched and miſerably defiled State; but think a euſtomary Confeſſion 
of Sins, witheurt forſaking of them, 15a Worſhip worthy. the pure 
God, who 75. of purer Eyes than tobehold Iniquity ;, | ſay, it thele Thougt ts 
and this Heart continue in you, the Lord willcaſt you off,, and will uittr- 
ly forſaks you, and bring his- fare Plagues upon you ;,, ard you fhall know 
in that Day that God will not be mocked, but will be ſanCtified and ex- 
alted in his Judgments over all his Enemies, eſpecially over ſuch as you, 
who take his Namedaily in your Mouths in vain, ſaying, Lord,, Lord, 
and living in'a continual Br each of his moſt Holy Commandments ; and 
RT who inltead of waiting for his Holy Spirit, to kindle a pure heavenly 
{ 2ev.10-1 2: Zeal in you towards God and Chritt, do ofter the falle. Fire of your _ 
i Blinds - 
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Blind/Zeal, 35 Ndah and. 4bibs did, whom God in his*Jeatouſie con- "1675 = 
y «&B- -& Ti! nt OV 44} e 2230 WJ: 


And now,unto youthe two Mothers of” theſe Pifelts of this Nation” © >. 


of England, called Oxford and Cambridge ; fee what you haye brought g,...,, 
forth and nouriſhed at your Breaſts. .O! a fad Generation it'isz O!- G 
what a Generation qf Evil-doers are your "Children 'Cwhom you have*+ * | 
given Suck unto ) become.? How hare you with your” Heathemiſh Arts = 
and Sciences ſtrengthned them againſt the Simglic'y of the Everluſting 'Gof- col.2.8. 
pet,” which Chriſt bath reſtored unto ws in this bu gloriow Day,” after the HonighR.1-26.. 2 | 
Night of Apoſtacy. The Lord Jeſus Chrift never” ordained ſuch Ways <5 

and Means as yon uſe for the furniſhing andenabling of his Servants for $ 
the Work of his Miniſtry: Pur when be aſcended up on high, be gave Gifts % 
unto Men, ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, ſome Evangeliſts, ſome Paſtors 
and Teachers, for the edifying of his Heavenly Body, and: perfefting of bis 
Holy Ones, Epheſ. 4. But what can you edifie -or perfe&t to God, 


_—” 


whoſe Wiſdom is from below, and whoſe Studies and Exerciſes for the moſt p. WS 2 Fl y 
run in the Channel of the Heatheniſh Philoſophy, and Fain Deceit of the r Cor. Gl 
Worl®s Spirit, which can neither receive in, nor miniſter forth any Thing of to REY wer 
ChriſPs Kingdom: And ſo we are given by the Lord's Bleſſed Light * ond 
Spirit in this Day of the Lord, to ſee and declare, That you are gone from 
Coriſt, and the Way of the true Ancient Chriſtians, into. the Way of the 
Heathens, who know not God, as ' the Apoſtle ſaid, The World by Wiſdom | 
knew not God : And ſo the People of the Country are greatly deceived -- 
by you, .and their Children extreamly wronged and corrupted by you; © 
for many ſend vp their Youth' to learn ſome Good: amongſt 'you; but 
Alas, how can you that are ſo,evil, bring forth good Fruit? Nay, nay, for 

if any come amongſt you, and-conform not to the filthy and bad Cu- 
ſtoms of your Univerſities, how are they looked upon as ftrange Things ? 

How are they hooted at as Owls in a Deſart ? Tow are altogether corrupt, th. 1456 
from the Crown of the Head to the Sole of the Foot, no Soundneſs in you. Oh! 65 
What Lewdneſs and Debauchery hath mine Eyes beheld it you ? The !la. 2.17. » 
Lerd will eaſe hivſclf of you, your bigh Looks and bigh Towers he will pull Ja-37 by © 
down; your Theatre that you Glory in ſhall be a Curſez ard the Lordwill de. _ © 


: . 
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liver his Lambs from your Teeth: What a Face have you that you cannoe - y Rs 
Bluſh? What, Will you never give over provoking God with your - 
Atts and Degrees? What Heatheniſh Stuff is this, to find you at this -4 


time a-day telling of, and glorying in ? Your Batchelirs of Art, and - 
AMafters of the ſaine, Batchdlers of Dvintty, and DoFors of Divinity, and RE 
ſuch like; but.it any come amongſt you, who theongh the Grace of 7 
God, hath atrained to that Bleſſed Degree of a true living Member of © þ 
Jeſus Chrift, and Min of God, to Preach the Myſtery of God's Kingdom 2 
to awahcn you out of your deep Slumbers of Sin and Death, him you wy f Vas 5,10, 

P'Þ | ; cute, ” 


js 
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ute, him you diſdtow, a: your Fore*fathers, the Old Scribes. and Phari- 
ſees, rejefted Chriſt Feſus, the true Foundation aid Corner-Stone of the Hea- 


£ Controyerſie be with yow-for Eyer, until you Repent of your Sorceries 
+ -* * and great Abominations, wherewith you have burdened his good Spirit 
(Rer.14.6. Days without Number ; But: the Everlaſting Goſpel of God's Light 

= -a0d Loyeſhall ſpread, and: the Branch. thereof fhall over all your Walls 


| fs 1.9, Ehatthe Earth may be ſwept, and filled with the Knowledge of God, as the 
- Waters cover the Sex; $o be. it, ſo be it, faith my Spirit. 


(Hen 2it.2, And" now'the Heavenly Free Mother, with. her Happy Chilaren, is come 
Gal 4.25. 47d coming down from God out of Heaven, to poſſeſs, inherit, and everlaſt- 
 fngly to enjoy the Kirigdeni of 'his Endleſs Love, Peace, Righteouſneſs, and 
FF Foy, where Myſtery Babylon, with all her falſe Mothers, and ſinful Chil. 
aran,” ſhall bave no Name nor Place at all; for at the Downfal of Myſtery 


DRTy: doth ariſe in the Saints the'/pure unſpeakable Foy, which none of the 
C o ; x 


* 
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to the end ; and"Rew. 12.7;8,9,10,-11.. and Rev. 14+ from Ver. 1, to 
Ver. 13, and Rev. 15. +, 2,3, 4. and: Rev. 16.17,13, 19. and Rev, 17. 
x8. and- Rev. 18, 24. and- Rev. 19. from Ver. 1,.to Ver. 10... It Is 


done, HALLELUJAH. 


venly Building, with his Bleſſed Followers : And” therefore will' God's. 


Se. grow up to his Praiſc, :who 18 come in this Day of his Power, to'Judge- 
WE ; heGreat Whore's Works in England, as well as in other Countries, 


Thomas Tayler. 
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| Iſaiah 58. FR Ye ſpall not F aft wy ye do this 'Day. 


- The true, Faſt from the Falſe” © 


of th Lord Speaks this to the Upgodly People in thoſe Days, | who 


made a Vain and Hypocritical Shew of Faſting, but the Lord 
Regarded them not', and the fame Lord, the: Everlaſting:God,” who 


was angry then with that Falſe-hearted People, is Angry and fore/Dif- 


pleaſed with the like Generation .of Evil and; Unogodly : Men at 
this Day; who, when any Plague or Calamity comes upon the'Nati- 


on, ſo- that the Hand of God: cannot but be ſeen :againſt them, then” 
they will call a Faſt for a-Day-in a Week or a, Month, or ſo,,:and ſo _ 


make a Shew of Humbling themſelves in the outward, but in the 


a <P 
. vw *> 
Fas Is ; bn 
” A aA —- 
: - 
5 *. 
R.- 


hs 
WA 
4: S- 
i 

ON 


mean time the Sin of their Souls, and Evil of their Lives is not de- - 


parted from, but in their Words and Deeds they are the-ſame, both” 7 
in the fight of God and Man after their Faſt ; Yea, many of ther in _ *** 
the very Day. of their- Faſt, as_ they. were before, _ Were they Dryn- . = 
kards before, they continne ſo ftill; were they given to Swearing, and. 


taking God*s Holy Name jnV alin, they are found the ſame ſtill, for all thei 


Faſting, as they were before. Were they Proud and Covetous, given ” 1 
to Oppreſs, Extort and Over-reach the Poor, and Over-reach their > 
Neighbours in their Bargainings and Dealings, that they may be Rich, 


and ſo Live, like the Rich Glutton, in all manner of Exceſs of Meat, 
Drink and Cloaths, they are found- the ſame; alas the very ſame, if 
not worſe, after the Faſt, as they were before : Or were they Guilty 


of laying heavy Burdens upon the Tender-Conftcienced People: Fea, | - 


and of Impriſoning ſuch as in Conſcience to 'God:could not Bow to 


every thing that Man's Will ſet-up; Alas] to''the Grief of: God's. 


Holy Spirit, they are found in the ſame Steps ſtill; and-therefore faith 
| the Lord from time ito time, Te ſhall nor thus, Faſt as ye: do this Day, ts 
cauſe your Voice trove heard on High: Is it ſuch a,Faſt that 1 havechoſen 
a Day for a Man to AMI & his Soul ? Is it,to bow down his Head like 
2a Bull-ruſh, or ſo? Wilt thon call this a Faſt, an acceptable Day to 
the Lord ? Ny, ray, this is not the Faſt that God hath choſen, bug 
this 18 only that which vaia Ceceived Man,-in his Ignorance and Blind- 
nefs, chooſk#1. For the true Faſt, Even that which the Holy Godin 
all Ages, and from all People Requireth," is that every one depatt 

from the Evil of his Way, and Trouy the Violehee thats in. his wn. 
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er to a Book, called, 


= _ ths wet 


4 _-— InA 


:+1677 and Hands, and fo to looſe the Bands of Wickedneſs, and to undo the 
WE WWW heavy Burdens that lye upon; Soul or Body ; and fo in Deed and Truth to 
T2 let the Oppreſled go free, and to break every Yoke, and to be Merciful, 
jg Pittiful, and Tender-hearted one to another, according to Jeſas Chriſt. 
O! this is the Faſt that plealerh God, that which his Soul, and the 
Soul of the Righteous Loveth. | Ne | 

But to ſee People gather together for a few Hours of a Day, and in 
a few, or many Formal Words, Confeſs Sin and Wickedneſs, and yer 
Live in it, this is Abominable in the ſight of God and all good Men. 


pj: = 


ws. 


"Therefore all Awake,Ariſe, and ftand up to Judgment, O all. ye People 
of the Earth, who are found in ſuch Deceitful Worſhip, for God is not. / 
Mocked, neither will he be at all Reconciled to you, until your, from 
the Heart, put away all your Sins,, whereby his Glory this Day is 

*fo *'mych ſtained, and until you bring forth Fruics of Righteouſneſs, 
- "and ſuch Words and Works daily as are worthy amendment of Life. 


WA  . Thomas Taylor. 


We 4 Te i p 
” - Something in Anſwer to ſome Paſſages in that 


naughty Book, called, 4 Looking-Glaſs 
for Ladtes. Ko | 


'E ſaith in Page 89 and 90. There are two forts of Love, One 
: Legal, The other Evangelical. 
The Firſt, which is Legal, is to. Love God with all our Hearts, all 
our Souls, and all our Might. | 
This, ſaith this Man, 10. Han can attain unto in this Life, n» not the 
Regenerate themſelves. | 
To which I Anſwer, Fhat this Man ſhews plainly, that he knows 
not what he ſaith, but is-not only a Falſe Witneſs againſt God and: 
3 .his Work in his Regenergte People, but alfo a maniteſt Contraditer 
i. - of himfelf, for ſaith he, Evangelical Love is when a Man begins here truly 
"oF : #0. Love Ged: 2. When he doth. daily grow and increaſg in this Lave.. 
3: When he is Conſtant. in. the ſame to. the thd, ſo that nothing can draw: 
: This: 
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lg at "A Looking:Glaſs for Ladies. 


This he and al} that ſort will in words confeſs the Regenerate in this - | 


Life may do, and yet not love God with that Love the Law requires. 
W hat Contradiction is this ? Is not this Love perfe&t and anſv erable 
to God's Law, when cne, Firſt, Loves God truly ; Secondly, Grows 
and Increaſes daily in this trus Love ; and, Thirdly, When one is {ſo 
conſtant in the ſame, that nothing can draw the Soul from it: And 
therefore, ſaith the Apoſtie, Rom. 8. 3, &c. That which the Law could 
rot do, inthat it was weak through the Fleſh, God ſending his onn Son in the 
likeneſs of ſinful Fleſh, and for Sin condemned him in the Fleſh ; that the 


Righteouſneſs of the Law might be fulfilicd in us, who walk not after the Fleſh, 


but after the Spirit, 
- Now let any who knows God, give in his Witneſs, if this Man do 
not deny the very End of Chriſt's Coming in the Fleſh, which was, as 
the Apoſtle ſaith here, to fulfil the Law in and for his People, that 
they might love the Lord their God in Chriſt Jeſus, with all their Heart, 
Soul, and Might, according to his Holy Law ; as one well ſaid, That 
which the Law requireth, the Goſpel fulfilleth. But ſuch Men as this, 
who flatters the faln Sons and Daughters of Adam, by pleading for re- 
ſpe to their Perſons, knows nothing of the Matter in themſelves, but 
only as they imagine frem. the Letter without, they tell every Man his 
© Dream to his Neighbour, and ſo by their falſe Dodtrines, and- Self- 
contradiQtions, as is maniteſt here, do daily make the ſhame of their 
Nakedneſs appear, and their Envy to the Servants of God, whom they 
Reproach under the Name of Quakers, appears very much in fuch ſay- 
ings as he there ſets down. ſaying, Thu ſerves to. reprove the Quakers 
who are poſſeſſed of Prrfettion through Satan*s Pride; and adds, O'that ever 
« foor Worm of the Earih, a very Lump of Sin and Corruption, to think that 
be dare look God inthe Face in a finleſs Condition ! Theſe need not a Pſalm of 
Mercy, ſaith the Lying Spirit in this Sam. Smith that writ that Book, 
theſe will 20t be beholding to Chriſt, 


To which I anfwer and ſay, Firſt, I's Blaſphewy to ſay, That the | 


Regenerate Man's ſinlefs PerteCtion is proud Satan's Work : For It is- 
Chriſt's Bleſſed Work to perfeR his Saints, as Eph. 4+ 12, 13, 14. and 
Chap. 5. 25, 26, 27. And Secondly, I's a falſe Slander, and unjuſt 


Accyſation of us, whom the World calls Ozakers, to ſay, That we el. . 


ther ſay or think, that any Worm of the Earth, or Lump of Sin and 
Corruption, either dares, or ever poſſibly can look God in the Face,. 
orever attain to a ſileſs Condition ; for Farth, Sin ard Corruption, 
eannotenter into God? Kingdom, or Inherit Incorruption: But ihis we. 
lay, That the Regenerate who are Born again, even Born of God, of: 
the Incorruptible Secd af his Heavenly Ever-living Word, are linleſs 
and perfe@ in Chriſt Jeſus, with whom they are one, and in-him co in; 


all; 
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"Mi Anſwer to thar Book, called, 


m—_ 


all'Holy Humility and' Acceptance with the Father, ſtand before his 
Throne, where no Earth, nor lumps of Sin and Corruption, nor no 
falſe- Accuſer of the Brethren, nor ReſpeQer of Perſons, can ever 
come. 

"Again, whereas this Man Sam, Smith ſaith, The Evangelical Love 
( before deſcribed ) ts far ſhort of tat Love the Law requireth, 1s a falſe 
Witneſs and Accuſer of Chriſt, as though he came to deſtroy or make 
void the Law ; But ab pot thick, ſaith Chriſt, that 1 came to deſtroy the 
Law or the Prophets, but to fu'fil : And is not this the great Thing and 
'Sum of all the Law and the Prophets, thon ſhalt love the Lord God with 
all thy Soul, Mind andStrength ? And doth not Chriſt' the Power of 


- God, fulfil this in his Members ?. Yea, yea, as Paul ſaid exprelly in 


Rem 8.4. before mentioned, That the Rightcouſneſs of the Law might be 
fulfilled in #5, who walk n0t after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit : But now 
ſuch as profeſs the Letter, and want the Life, and ſo walk not after 


theSpirit, but the Fleſh, theſe do rot love wholly, nay, not at all in- 


Truth, and ſo with this Smith, are Breakers of the Law of God, and fo 
Hot at all in the Kingdom of God, 


The next thing obſervable in this wretched Man's Book aforeſaid, 


called, The Leoking-glafs, is his grievous Oppoſitionagainſt the Doarine 
of Perfection. 


'Where he ſaith, That there. is none ſo Godly, Righteow or Religious here 
3n this Life, or can attain tothat Meaſure of Grace, to be Perfeft, but Bands 


#n need of the Exnortation, Prayers, and Godly Advice of others. 
Fo which ITanſwer and ſay, That though godly Exhortation, Pray- 


ers, and Advice amongſt Brethren of Chrilt be lovely, yet for him to 


ſay, There is none ſo perfeQ, bur ſtands in an abſolute Neceſlity of theſe 
from Man, 1s not true ;, for the Apoſtle ſpeaking not to the Teachers 
only, but to the Brethren of Chriſt in general, 1 Jobn 2. 27. Theſe 
Things T have written tg you concernirg them that ſedace yor:, but the anointing 
which ye have of God the Holy One, teacheth you all things, and you need not 
that eny Jan teach you, but as that zteacheth you, &e. and you know all 
things: And theſe thygs, ſeith another Apoſtle to the Brethren, do / 
write unto you by way of remcmbtrarce, (not abfolnte Neceſſity, as this 
Man fpcaks )-to: ſtir up your pure Minds. And this Doctrine of the 
Hireliags, is only to keep tp their Maſterly Power over the poor Peo- 
Ples Confſciences; and indecd denies the Gift of God's Spirit, and 
cowing of Chriſt in the Fleſh, a-d the very End of þis /Miniſtry, which 
was for the. peri.citng of the Saints, even 1n this Life, See Eph, 4+ at 
large. -Butthe Hirelings DoCtrine, which perfets .nothing bur. Sin, 


" keeps Peple alwazs learning, laden with divers Sins and Luſts, but 


never brings th:ta to the Knowledge of tlie Truth, .whick ſers free from: 


SIN ; 
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Sin; and therefore from ſuch, according to Chriſt's DoErine, ought 
| * -a] People to-turn away. | _ 
But what, muſt this Sam. Smith, and his Fellows, who would be ac- 
counted Maſters of Aſſemblies, be taught of others? Indeed they Rand 
in need of teaching; .for they haverun, and God never ſent them, and. 
thzrefore they cannot profit the People at all, as is here manifeſt. | 

The Reaſons of this Smith- for denying PerfeCttion, faith he, 1s, Be= 
eauſe the Beſt of God"s Saints and Servants in this Life are not capable of Per- ; 
feftion. And is any Cnild, ſaith he, put by his Maſter into the bigheſt -j 
Form the firit day be comes to School! ? Or doth he not lead him on by degrees ? 
The Apoſtles themſelves, that had the Spirit, and ſo in 4 Capacity of more 
plentiful Revelation than we are, yet Chriſt tells them, he bad- many things 10 - 
rell them, but they conld not bear them then, And for this he brings 
Fohn 16. 12. 

To which I anſwer, That this Man here doth maniteſtly abnſe Scrip= 
ture, and by that the Nature of his Naughty Spirit in all his Diſcourſe 

; is eaſily ſeen. For here he ſaith, they had the Spirit, aud yet could not 
bear Chriſt*'s words, whereas Chrift in that place- makes the want of the 
coming of the Spirit, the very Cauſe why they could not then bear: bis 
words; and theretore he ſaith in the very next wards, in that of Johr: 
16. 13. Howbeit when the Spirit of Truth is come, he will guide you inte all - 
Truth, and-ſhew you things to come. - 

And ſo this Smith is one of them that abuſes and wreſts Scripture, 
tending to his own and others DeſtruQion. 

But whereas he ſaith, That the Apoſtles who had the Spirit, were ca+- 
pable of- a more plentiful Revelition than they are, that's true ; for 
they, to wit, ſach Hirclings and Wreſters of Scripture, as this Smith is, 
are Senſual, not having the Spirir, andyſo are far from receiving any 
Viſion or Revelation from God, ſecing it's their common Doctrine to 
_ Immediate Teachings and Reveldtions from God, for that's ceaſed, 

ay they. | 

But for hin t9 ſay, as theſe his words would inſinuate, That the Apo- 
ſtles in thoſe Days were capable of more plentiful Revelation 'than any 
are intheſe Days, is falſe; for God is the ſame tohis now as then; . 
and ſuch as are-Faichfal in a little now, ſhall be Ruler over- much, as 
well as formerly ; and ſaith Chriſt, / pray not for theſe only, bu! for:--a/l | 
that ſhall belicue on me throug »thetr words, that they may be one, as we are © 
One, . 5 

And for his/Reaſon or Proof, That the Beſt of the Beſtrof the Saints + 
and Servants of God in this Life, are not" capable of 'PerteAions" the - 

very Child, or School-boy he ſpeaks of, may come. forth” and confure : 

it: For what thougha Scholar be not perfe& in-his Book at firſt, _ it - 

R | ollaw:» 
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ue "In Inſwer toa Book, called, 


follow that he never ſhall be while he lives ?: He may as well ſay ſo as 
the other, fer his Com pariſon doth utterly make void his falſe Doftrine 
againſt Perfection, as Experience of all Men, both Maſters and Scholars, 
proves. But what a Mountain of Enmity is-Tiſen up in theſe Deceit- 
ful Teachers of theſe Times, (who love to be called of Men Maſter ) 
againſt that Heavenly Dottrine of finleſs PerfeQion, is manifeſt to -all 
in this, that though they can allow of a Perfection in all Arts and 


Sciences.in their kinds, yea, and of-a PerfsQtion in the growth of all 


other Creatures in this kind, but cannot endure to hear tell- of, much' 
1:{s to.allow of a PerfeQion in the Children of the Everlaſting Father, 


"God over all, who is this Day well witneſſed upon his Throne, Ever - 


Praiſed be his Name, bringing forth his Heavenly Birth, and Babes, and 
ſo making all things new. But who ever, butthis Slanderous Spirit in 
this Smith, ſaid, That thongh People have lived in Drunkenneſs, Swearing, 
ard open Prophaneneſs many Tears, yet if but orice come to be lifted (as he 
ſcornfully calls it ) into that Society, ( towit, of ſuch as he and the reft _ 
of the World in &corn call Quakers) that preſently they are perfelt, and 
mithort Sin? And then like the troubled Sea he foams out his own 
Shame, andadds, ſaying in that forementioned-Book, | 

1 Challenge al! the Quakers 07 Earth, and in Hell, 10 give 4 ſober an- 
ſwer to sheſe Texts of Seripture, EccleſM..2. 1 Kings 8, 46.. Prov. 20. 9. 

Anſwer, 'By theſe words of. this Enemy of God, and his Perfe& Work 
in his Saints, any who- judge in the Light of God in the feaſt meaſure, 
may ſee the Rancour and Malicious Blind Nature of that Spirit by which 
he was acted ; O! that ever Men ſhould take upon them to be Miniſters 
of the Goſpel (as ſuch would be accounted ) and yet utter ſuch baſe 
words: Did.ever apy Enemy. of Truth, from the beginning of the 
- World te this Day, make ſuckyg Challenge ? What ! muſt People come 
/out of Hell to give thee a-Sober Anſwer ? What! hath Paſſion and Envy 


- - ſo hlinded thy-Heart, as to imagine that the Ilahabitants of Hell can re- 


{ſolve Queſtions, and. thatin' ſoberneſs ; nay, nay, they muſt be Hea- 
verily People that give truly ſober Anſwers in ſuch weighty. Matters as 
theſe; and therefore thy unſober, wild words. in _ theſe Matters, 
-thews where thy Dwelling 15, 10 v it, not in Heaven amongit the Saints }. 


- and Spirirs of Juſt Men made perfect, but. in the. Earthly, Senſual and 


Devilidi Wiſdom, amon..ſt thoſe who are Enemies to, Truth and Per- 
feticn, and fo Miniſters of Amtichiift, who plead for Sinduring-tearm 
6f Life, and not of Chriſt, who came for that vcry end to perfett his 


- Saints, andito preſent them himſelfeven in this Life, without ſpot, or 


wrinkle, or 2ny ſuch thing, £/p#.5. 25, ©. 7 j-1 
And io the Repreachful and. Mlicious./words of-this Sum. Smith 
"22 lt the Pcop!e of Go called Quakers, and their. Holy Dedtr.ne of 
NES = wage : Perfection 


. we 
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\ Ferfifion-pur. a aides. ſay concerniag thoſe Scriptures he | mentions, , 
and firſt to that, Eccle/. 7, 20, For there .is. not a Jujt Man upon' Earth, WV 


that d:e h good, and ſinneth not ;, that Solomon here ſpeaks of Men under 
the Law, and of the Generation of che Firſt Adam in the Fall, amongſt 
whom Lhere is not indeed a Juſt Man that doeth good and finneth not 
but this doth not..make yoid the Covenant of: God with his: Ele&, in 
Chriſt Jeſus the Second Adam; the. Lord from, Heaven; for as is the 
Heavenly, ſo are they that are Heavenly." And ſo whoſoever is Born 
of God, and abideth in Chriſt, finneth not ; for he that ſinneth hath 
neither ſeen Chriſt, nor known Chriſt, as the Apoltle ſaith expreſly in 
1 Fohn 3.6, 9, Andherein 1s that ſaying true, -1:-Fohy laſt; If we ſay we 
bave nat ſinned, (to wit, in the Firſt: Adam, or Fleſh.) we: make God. 8 
Liar ;, but now being Tranſlated out of chat Kingdom of Darkneſs, into 
the Kingdom of the Dear Son of God, the Light; we: put on Chriſt's 
' Nature,: which is Holineſs and Rigateouſneſs, wichout- which none 
ſhall ſee God Bleſled be God for his Unſpeakable Rieh Gift, 

_ And fo though in the Firſt Man's faln Nature there is Sin and Death, 
yet ia Clrilt Jeſus. there-is Life, Righceouſheſs; and Everlaſting Peace z 
And ifthou wouldſt not have Death, the Wages of Sin; thou muſt 
come out of the Fleſh inte-the Spirit of Chriſt, where Life and Ever- 
laſting Peace is witneſſed, This is the Day of the Lord's Mighty Work- 
- ing, whereia he is ſcParating the Sheep. from-the Goats, and making 
Be difference plain and manifeſt betwixtſuch as ſerve 'God, and ſuch 
as lerve. Sin. | | 


And for. that other Scripture, 1 Kings 8. 46. which: ſaith, There'is 


no Man that ſinneth not, it muſt in like manner beunderſtood as the'for- 
mer, towit, of Mania the Firſt Adm, oF faln Fleſhly Nature, where 


all have ſinned, and come ſhort of the Gloryof God ;'and. in which ' 


- ſtare;of Sin and Unbelicf,whoſoever abide, they do- ſin daily: But this 
toucheth 7ot at all the fimleſs and perfect ſtate of the. Children of God 
in Chrilt Jeſ:s, where Sin, which is the Devil's Work, comes not; 4s 
.. was ſaid before; for the P:ince of this-World hath no part in me, 
ſaith Chriſt : And therefore who art thou that lays Sin to the Charge 
- of God's Elect ? Thy own words ſhall be thy Burden, but” Peace 6n 
God's 1/rac! for Ezermore. :, 


And for that third Scripture, Prov. 20. 9g. Who can ſay, I have made 


my Heart cle m, ] am pure from my Sin? I ſay, No Man can ſay thathe 
_ hath madebimrelf fo, though in Chriſt Jeſus he is ſo; for not of cur 
f-ves, but oi God's alone Mercy and Free-gift in Chritt' Jeſus, it. comes 
to paſs that the Elect Veffels are cleenfſedand made pure i2 [Hewt; ac- 
Cotding to-that well-snowa place, Eph.5.25, 25, 27 Chriſt gave bim- 
ſelf for his Church, that be mig: ſurflifieand cluanſe it, withibe rang of 

| Q qe W.ter 


50 "An Pulwer to.a Book; called, | 
_ Water, by the Wwd, that be night preſeit it bimſelf a Gl;r ious Church, not 
WV V having ſpor, or 'wrirkle, or any ſuch thirg ; but that "it ſhouts be boly, 'and 
YT without blemiſh. 7, I k 

Is not heye'a Company made clean-indeed, yea, clean at Heart, and 
pure from Sin in and by Chrift- Jeſus: Fherefore let aff the Enemies of 
Chrift, and his perfea- Work, 'be ſilent for ever. ' be it. a 
'" But above all, it ſeems ſtrange what he ſets dowh in that Defiling, 
Book ca!ted The” Looking-glaſs,” where he faith, That Philpor, - Bradford 
and Cranmer Confciled;- That they, wert vile finful and wretched Hypocrites, 
even. at the State whor-to' by burnt for their Religion. | 

Efayy either he, orithe' Prifiter or Relator of the Hiſtory, or all of 
them, do-:grearly' wrong them'-Syfferers,, or efe their Condition is 
greatly to be*hmerited; who had'fo mach Zealand Boldneſs as to Suffer 
for the ſake of their/Conſcience, and-yet.had fo little Knowledpe and 

Underſtanding of the Myſtery of God and Chriſt, as not to know' the. 
waſhing of Regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt no better. 

"Brit we leave this, and ſo proceed to ſee what there is in thoſe Scri-- 
Prtures, which he ſaith the- Quakers make ſo much uſc of,* to prove Sin- l 
le Perfection; RI F692 LEH LOA, WINS 2] 

Thefirſt is, Pfal. 97. 39." Mark the PerfeZF Man, and behold che Og- 
right, «for the' end of that Man is Peace: The ſeeond is, Heb, 6.r. There- 
fore leaving: the Principle of the© Dottrine of 'Chriſt, let a 0 en 10 Perfe- 
#or.'' The third is, 1 Cor."2.6!' Howbeir 'we fprak Wiſdom among them 
-- - perſes. The fourth is, 2 Cor..43. 1.1. Finally Brethren farewel, 

perjett. [1 5 1 SURE Pe! IM »- 

To all which I ſay, It's moſt plain to every pore Eye, that theſe | 
Scriptures, with many mot©thbr might b2 brought to. the ſame pur- 

* poſe; prove ſufficiently a Sinkeſs-Perfeftion, othgr wiſe it is no PerfeRi- 

oh at all if not Sinleſs of God's working, for Every Work of God is 
Sinleſs and Perfe®t ; forthat Perfe&tion which is in or with Sin, is the, 

: Work of the Man'of Sin, and-is that Perfe&tion which pleaſeth his vile 
finful hypocritical Members ſo well. And ſo whoſoever marks and be- 
holds this imperfe@ and: uabelieving Generation, ſhall plainly ſee their 
End is Trouble and Mifkery-z and- therefore it is thet our words which 
we ſpeak this day from the Lord, concerning the great things of his 
Kingdom, are accounted no eiter than Folly and Error amongſt theſe 
finful Oppoſers of Goes Work of Sinleſs Perfetion in his Saints; and 

» fo theſe: Oppoſers are never going-on to God's Perfeftion, but back- 
wards from that of God in them, "which ſhould lead rhem to God, and 

i their Back and not their Face turned to God, they are ever learning, 
-- -bur never able-to come to the Knowledge of the Truth, as.,it is in 
ok \ Chriſt Jeſs, which perfectsto God all that come to it: And ſo how 
| Kt .» Cag 
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can they for ſhame exhort'their Heaters to Perfeftion, who are them- | 
ſclves-the great Oppoſers of God's perfeft Work'in his People, above wv 
all others: apr Etro 


'Fo conclude, 


' That which remains at. preſent ta be ſpoken to that filthy Looking 
glaſs, is to wipe off a heap of Lies and Dirt, which he hath falſly charged - 4 
upon the Innocent and Harmleſs People of God called Quakers, as-in F 
p- 249-. where he faith, 7 - as 

That'ive ſow! the Ordinances of Chriſt and his Goſpel,the Word preached 
by bus Mimfters, Church-oraer, Baptiſm, and Supper of the Lord, Prayer, 

. Singing of Pſalms, the Publick Miniſtry, as no Miniſtry of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Albeir, faith he, God bath ſet his Seal thereto in the Converſion of many - 
Souls, . —— | | 
' T6 all which in a word Tanſwer. and Gay, The Lord both hath and 

> yet will reboke that Lying Spirit by which this Book was written. .., _ 
And in particular 'to the feveral parts of this falſe and notorious 
lying Charge againſt us, 1 ſay, That che Ordinances of Chriſt, and his 

everlaſting Goſpel, we dearly love and own, and the Word preached _ 
by his ig; ng); Bryn rot the. Miniſters of Antichriſt, .we dearly own 
and delight-in ; for the Word of God which the Minilters, of Chriſt, 
which he fends,' preach, is Spirit and Life, not the dead Letter, for the 
dead Letter which the Hirelings preach for filthy, Lucre, we know to 
be no better than Chaff, compared with that living Word. which the 
Miniſters of Chriſt. preach, for the Letter. of the Viceling killeth, . but 
the Spiritual Word' of the Goſpel of Chrift. gives Life; the Word of 
the, Lord in' the: Moutt'of Chriſt's Minjfters which we own, is the 
Savour of Life to' Life, and of Death to Death. But ſo is.not the falſe 
frorhy Doctrine of the Hireling and falſe Accuſer, ſuch: as this Sam. 
wo? who wrote wo on Mebag Te difown is nording worth, and 
etefore cann6t profit the People at all : And therefore he tell a great 
efe, in Gayit, . Yar God bath ſet his Coats he Aenjrt uhet DIR 
Ur and God never ſent them; 'as is manifeſt by this Man, who is not 
aſkamed' to ſpeak all manner of Evil falſly agaiaſt whom the Lord hath 
Bleſſed&for his Name's ſake; for thoſe whom God ſends, are one with, 

- and not againſt, ſuch as are.of God. But becauſs.he neither kgowsthe 
Father,” nor Chriſt, therefore he thipks he doth well, to perſecyte,and 
jerile us with all flanderous words, .which will be tris own .Burden in 
God's Judgment-day. | A; 3s 

And-for Church. Order, it's manifeſt by the Walking of our Members 
__ whoowns it moſt, for they who walk moſt orderly in Life and Cons 
gr Qq2 verſation, 
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-—verfation, own Church-O-dey indeed; . but, theſe that live: Diſord erly 
.yv and knw: not ſo much as a Bridle to their Tongue, are- the Difſo. wne* 
and Breakers of the Good Order of Chrift*s, Church and Spi: it. / 
But what is that Baptiſm he ſaith we difown ? For the Bapri/m © 
Chriſt, which is but one, by that one Spirzt3 of Truth into one Body 
 wedearly love and own, for in it are wepreſented Clean to God, ever 
Praiſed be his Name: But that Baptiſm which the Hirelings ule and 
plead for, for which there is no Scripture, we cannot own, for if we 
ſhovld, then ſhoutd we diſown the Light of Chriſt, which makes ir 


manifeſt to be vain and r,othing. | | EE 

And for the. Lord's Supper, we cannot but loye'and. own it with our 
very Souls, for it is our Souls Food, and the Lord is known to.us, ayd. 
in us, daily, by breaking of his Heavenly Bread in the midſt of us, as 
he ſaid, Behold I ſtand at the door 'and- knock, if any Man open to me, 1 
will come in and Sup with him, and he with me. © 

And for Prayer to God, both Publick and, Private, thoſe that ſay we 
difown this, do ptainly manifeſt that. they know little of us or our Pra- 

£tices; but- are ſhameleſs Forgers of Lies againſt the Innocent z for 
which, and for all their Sins, God' will judge them, it is ſo.. .. 

'But for Singing of Pſalms, what hath this falſe Accuſer of the Bre- 
thren to do with Singing? For not Singing, but Mourning, is the ſuit- 
able Exerciſe for the Wicked, What will ye yet Sing and. Rejoyce and. 
make Merry over the * Witneſſes of God which ye have flain in- your, 
Streets, and over the Lamb that [yes lain in the Streets of your Spiri- 
tual Sodom and Egypt, where our. Lo:1d was Crucified : But the. Days of: 
Mourning are at Rand to. all that now ſing, in Sin, and the +4 of Dark- 
nefs to them wilt be many: But Peace upon the /ſrathof God, in TW 
Book aur Names are Recorded by. the eyer-bleſſed Finger of. our Gad,, 
ever Praiſed be his Name, ' who hath pit a now Song into our Mouths, 
even Pſalm of Salvation fo.our Ged, and to the Lamb, for ever more,; 
according as it is written Rev. 14. 1, &c, And 1 looked, and lo, a Lamb 
ſtood on the Mount Sion, and with, him au hundred forty and. faur thouſand, 
baving bu Father's Name written'in.their Forcheads. And 1 heard a Voice, 
frim' Heavtny” as" the” Voice of many Waters, and as the Voice of<, a great. 
Thunder : And Fheard the Voice of Harpers, harping with their Harps... And. 
they ſung as it were a new } ng before the Throne, a: d, no Man: could learn. 

| that forg, but the Redrenued from. the Earth, Theſe are they that were not. 
Defiet with Women, for thy are Virgin; : Theſe are they. that follow the 
8. To oe” d — + ' Pq Caf 3+ 8 ny. 2 
amnb-w- ereſoever he goeth.: Theſe were redeemed from among Men, bring. 
the Fift tr uit; unto God, and tothe Lamb. And intleir Mouth was. found 
Cult, f riley are nithow: Fault b fore the Throne of Gad. © 
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* And what will nor all. this pexſwade.onr; Adverfaries that there*is 1677 
finging of Pſalms among us, and. that Sinleſs PexfeQion is pot-the: deſ# 
Devil's, but God's own Doctrine and Work, and atfainable 'by the | 
* Believers. in the Light > And that this Man, - who writes this falſe Look» 
ing-elafs, was a great Enemy of God, and .Blaſphemer 'of his Heavenly 
Tabetnacle, in charging them-with Grofs ':and Abſurd 'Opinions, 'for . 
keeping to Yea and'Nay,. without Swearing, in all things ; and hold- 
ing forth the immediate Teaching of God's Spirit according to the 
Mew Covenant, whicf ſaith, They ſhall all be taught of God, and God! 
is a Spirit, and. to. be known. ard witneſſed in Man, immediately; t6 
teach him, and-to, write bis Heavenly-Law and Dodtrine in his: Heart; 


f 


or he periſhes in his Sins and.Ignoragce z; it is ſo, + 
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T. T. who was Ten Years and'an half in Pri- 
fon at Stafford, writes a Letter to a particu- 


- 
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lar Adveriary.i it rin bownr 
b ins 6 abr "Rk 


FF the Wiſeom'of this World, which is Foolihneft with God; had 
.nor clouded thy Mjbd, thou conſult not have 4o jjpihed,, | a3; 'ac- 


LS 


cont it Fooliſhrieſs'Ih me to abide in Priſon; where > u may'ſt as 
well ſay, ' Fhat;to keep'a good” Conicicace'to God is! | $3 for 
- 1In-Obzdience to. God, and for doing his -Wiy, have. I ſuffered a 1g(t 
yauntheſt mpiby. Years Allo/whereas” thou tookeſt apon: heed He an 
Inſtructet, ſaying, /f F ai4 ſeek unto, Gad, be. Yr p11; 3 hee 
] ſay unto thee apain as | faid then,' That beork and 
Truth, the Trne Gol over all, Bleſſed for ever, hath Fanny 'deli-- 
vered my Souprfrqm the Pit of DNarkneſs.and Ignarance; Sin and WIE  - 
cites ron Whale Wot1d"of Uſers People, why r co 
_ Honcur one of another, and ſeek not the Honour that eomvitom 
God only, do-miſerably.Lye. Ani as for my Body, it is offered vp to- 
Lowh;39 4p ane Sf earroting:td! his:BleWeds Wille? Ant TH 
plainly, and allibeoplErin hg Word of 'the;Lord, chat inriatfo 
led. Willy; js widne flingrin bis: ply Power ay 
ednefs. 
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punto 
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| 11679 <dnefs of this prefent-Fvil'Werld,” who in' words profeſs they know 
oy vw God; but in Deedsdeny him, as is tov manifeſt to every-one who do 
[- not willfelly blind the Eyeof the Underſtanding, forbecauſe of Oaths 
and Drunkennefs, and Pride, and Covetouſheſs, and Oppreſſian, an 
al manner of Uncleannefs; and Unrighteonſtiefs, the' Land Monraeth, 
and rhe Inhabirtantyrhereof,” God, for theſe things, will make to trem- 
ble; snd#becenſe in Obedience to Chriſt I cannot join with you. in theſe 
 Thiogs, 'l am made aPrey, asit were : 'Forl fay unto thee, and all the 
World, 'What Evil have-1 done? 1 praiſe the Lord I'am not conſcious 
#1 my MF; neither have'my Adyerſaries made it manifeſt, of doing or 
intending the leaſt Evil ro& the King, 'or any Man' within his Domi- 
-nions, but have endeavented to my Power to..do good unto. you, all ; 
and - the Scripture is fulfilled, which- ſaith, They hated me without « 
Canſe. -, 


Thomas Taylor, 


— 
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To the People at and about Stafford, a Te- 
ſtimony for God and his Truth; and againſt 
Deceit and Deceivers, eſpecially the Hire- 
ling Prieſts, as a W arning, Information 
and Inſtruction in Righteouſtels, to' them, 

I (and all People elſewhere concerned ) by 
the Spiritof the Lord in his Suffering Ser- 
- = yang Thomas T oor. le 
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_ Fear" O- People, and Fear; for the LORD bath 
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excher; [the Hireting,0who hath run ahd' Gd nbved 


HE falſe 


 & fear bim, borPrexches for\Hirs; and' Divines for Mbifey, "cam 
ror profit your Souls;! © People; ag #ll; but with their falſe Dreams, 


»Haghy 


_-_ 


—______-—_ elpeciakly the Hireling Wzlolts. 295. 
and lying Divinations, and” empty So ey deceive! your ; | 
Souls : For what cen the dead wordy of a "Cdendin IDS 


raiſe up your dead Souls from Death to LiF? No, they cannot ; they-_ 
have no” Life- in them 3 and ſich who have no Spiritual Mealth nor 
Soundneſs ('by their own Confelfion )-in them, - but ave Miſerable Of. 
fenders, can thep- miniſter any healthful or foand; DoQrine- to your 
Souls ? Nay, theſe cannot; for, - what is their Chaſf-to the Whear, 
their frotty Words to the powerful Whrdof God ? For, ſow: Field 
with Chaff, and what a Crop can you expe& > But'as the Prophet ſaith, .- 
They ſew the Wind, and reap the Whirlwind*- $0 ceafe from them, you 
that love God and your own Souls, anEturnts'Gat; for I Teſtific for 
God, - Thatche True Miniſtry, the Soul-ſaving gory of Chriſt Jeſus, 
is not with the Pariſh-Hirclings of theſe Days 3 for neither their long 
Black Rgbes, nor long White Surplices, nor their Humane Learning, 
nor the Ordination of Min, Men of like Nature with themſelves, doth 
any more conduce to the making of them able Miniſters of tife-New'Co- «. 
venant, the Goſpel of Chrift, the Everlaſting Covenant of: God, than | 
the Grey or Brown-Coat of the-Plow-man, or Attificer, or the Skill of 
the Husbandman in Husbandryy or the Cunning of the Canning Worker . 
in Wood, Braſs, or Iron, doth furniſh them for Goſpet-ſervice;' for 
the Viſion of God's Kingdom to all the World this Day, both Wiſe 
and Fooliſh," is like a Book ſealed, as the Prophet ſaith, 'whick is given 
to-the Worldly-wife to read, and hecannotread'it, becauſe it's ſeal'd ; 
and to the Fooliſh, and he cangot read it, becauſe he is unlearned, 17/a. 
 29.10,11,12. fo though in the World there is a difference b:twixt 
the Wile and Fooliſh, yet as to: the Kingdom of God there is none ; 
"(for the Wiſdom of this World is fooliſhneſs with God, 1 Cor. x. 10, &c. for 
-'that which lyeth hid from all-Fleſh, God reveals to his by his Spirit; 
for the Spirit ſearcheth all things,” 'yea, the deep- things of God, 1 Cor. 26, 
1, 8. And People, the time of quickning and raifing up' of many'that 
were dead in Sins is come again, after a long Night of Darkneſs, upd - 
the Dead'this Day hear the Voice-of the Son of God -( nat ofgain Mag )- 
and they that hear do live, Fohn 5.25. 'So _—_— look to your: Souls; 
for though your Pariſh-Feachers, who Preach for Hire,- and Divine 
for Money, and love to go in their Long and White Robes, do boaſt 
of their being come out ef Popery, yet upon the Pepiſh Maintenance of 
Tythes, Glebe-lands, Eafter-reckonings, - Mortuaries, and Moneys for 
Preaching over and Burying the Dead, and fuch like things they live 
and make a Prey upon, not willing to come to Chriſt (to this Day ) 
as the firſt Chriſtians did, for a thorough Reformation; and fo fot a 
little, but a great deal of the Old,' Soure, Po;iſh Leaven, being yer - 
found amongft them,"both in Dedtrine and Practice, how ſhould _ | 
| l whole 


- — 


- 4679 *holekvmp; but be ſour ? As appears by. their 'Fryits,, and the 
3 $939 Fa ts of uch as follow 1 : Ando, tqr witneling in Chriſt againſt 
| «ther for theſc.evil things offer Imprifonment-; yet, through God's 
-Mercy:inabling me thereunts, Ireyoice, and can truly from:my Heart 
praiſeithe'Lordy that hath deliver'd ..my:$oul from that horrible Pit, 
«that theſe ungodly Men yer reualn a, and will aot bg helped our of.; 
Aud-ye People of Srafford, for your ſakes it was that the Lord by my 
. Month rebuked the Hireling,. that you might not always: be deceived, 
and keptin Death with ſuch Dreamers ; but that-you might turn to the 
Lord:God, from allſuch, to know his ord and Spirir, that made you, 
-in you; to teachy you, and tolead your Immortal Souls ts the Springs 
of Living Waters z for you havertoo ;long dwelt in the Wilderneſs of 
Sin, Ignorance, and Unbclief, and now it is high time for you to Re- 
pert, and-come to know the Baptiſm of the Holy Gholt and Fire, which 
| 1s Chriſt's -proper Baptiſm, Afar. 3. 10, 11, 12. for, alas !*you have 
'- ,  - but hitherto been carried on by the Pharyſees in the outward Shadows 
E:: and Figures of Things,' which reach not the Soul, to purifie and perfect 
it unto God, and therefore is. the Lord come, in Mighty” Power this 
Day, to break in ſander all the Graven-lmages of the People, whether 
uader'the Profeſſion of che Popiſh or Proteflant Religion z for the Lord is 
-on his Throne, t make all things new again, as inthe beginning, when 
all the Sons of God in Holineſs ſung for Joy, and rejoice&in, the Lord, 
for the Bleſſed Vittory they had got through the, Blood of the {Lambover 
-all their Souls Enemies. | 
--But Wo and Alas for you, the Poor People of Srefford, and of many 
-other-Places, who are pnder the Teachings of Worldly-minded* Men, 
Miſerable Offenders, like your ſelves, always doing what ye ſhould not 
-do, and leaving undone what ye ſhould do, and ſo withour all. Spiri- 
tus Health, in the, Miſerable: Captivity. of Sin, my Soul mourns for 
- you, -and my Sufferings are for you, andany Soul prays for yon, that 
you may be recover*d out of the Snare of your Soul's Enemy, by which 
ye ate lag Caprive at his Will; for many Days and Years hath my Soul 
incurned for you, and been oppreſſed, and- the Lord hath called to 
-:youea:1; ard late ro Repert, and lay things to Heart ;, but, O the hard- 
- neſ5of many of your Hearts, and the catcleſneſs of the reſt ! O, why 
- .will ye Die? Why will ye linger, and remain ſtill in Spiritual Sodom 
and Ezypt» wherethe Witneſſes lay flain ? Kev. 11. So whilſt ye have 
time, prize it, left the Lord lay you upon a Bed of Sorrows, where no 
Fafe is, and\ſay ugto yovin his Wrath, I gave tem t4me to Regent, and 
- try Kepen e 1 not. BY EE 
-- dathe Yer 1679. | | -__ » Thomas Taylor. 


he 


LEA 


* 
. # - 
2 
4 Py 
o s 
by % U 
I _ 


. _ 


| the Prople at all (Verſe 32.), For . what are thpir Chaffy Words to the Word of 
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ally the Hireling Priofs: "| 


H EAR the Word of the-Lord, all you that fear to offend the 
Lord, and who breathe after Righteouſneſs in any meaſare, and 
yetin your |gnoranceare ſeeking the Living among the Dead, the Tiv- 
-ing God in Dead Obſervations, which by. Tradition you: have received 
one from agg#her, and not from the Lord Jeſus. The Day: is come, 
wherein by the Spirit of Jeſus it is witneſſed in-and by-his Living Mem- 
bers, That be that was dead is now alive, and lives for Evermore, and ts 
aſcended far ahove all Heavens, and out of all Figures and Shadows, that he 
might fill all things :with his Holy Subſtance : And as: in former Days be 

$940 fome Apoſiles, ſome Prophets, ſome . Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors and 

eachers, for the Perfetting of the Saints,” for the Work of the Miniftrys for 
the Edifying of _ the Body of Chriſt, till we all ( ſaith the Apoſtle, to wit, 
the Heavenly Body, not the Body of Sinful Earthly Fleſh ) come in the 

Unity of the Faith, andthe K uowleage of the Son of Gd, to a perfett Man, . 
unto-the, Meaſure of the Stature and Fulneſs of Chrift, Tpheſ. 4. 11,12, 13: 
Even ſo the Lord is now. giving-forth of his Spirit to his Children, 
Born of his $pirit,-for enabling them in this Day of Reſtoration,” for 
the Work of the Miniſtry, for the perfectingof the Saints, and fitting 
them for Glory ; and this new,,afcer a long Night of Darkneſs anc 
Deſolation, is to the Praiſe of his Glory, who hath made us, in this his 
Bleſſed Day, as he did his Faithful Followers in the Beginning, accepted 
in the Beloved, to ſhew forth his Praiſes. to Ages to. come, whom he will alſo 
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raiſe up by Chriſt Teſus, together with #, to magnifie his Mcrcies for Ever+. _— 


more, 


and Divine for Aonsy, loving to be Fo Men Maſter z, and like the 


. Phariſecs: of old, -love 30 er” 44 ofer, and'reccive Honour: one of ans 
" 40 
34 


R 
ther, Johay. are-ſuch; to wi given of Chriſt, and begifted from 
Heaven, -and fitted for ſo. great a Work, as to perfet the Saints,. as 
thoſe; befare. (in Eph: 4.) mentioned . were,;.l utterly deny, and. theifr 
Fruits, as. aHo the Ervits.of their, Hearers make; manifeſt: that they are 
of ano: her Sort, Seed andGeneration, even ſuch Is the Prophet Fere- 
mah ſpeaks of-ar.d declares againſt, whoultave run, and Cod" never* ſent 
them : For why ? they-walted not fot the. Word of God to ſpeak in 
them and by; them, bt. ole. .che. Words from their Nerghbour, and” ufed 
their; Tongues to:ſay,. The Lord ſaith, when the Loid never ſpoke by themt, - 
(ler; 23-30.) and*hberefore, «ith the, Lird, theſe Teachers ſhall notprofit 


God? {Verſe 28.) So. the. Teachers of rhe Par;ſbes this day get Jaco the 
Pulp: with the: Words of-the, Prophets and Apoſtles in their Hazd, Fx 7 
oy Ba ig. 29% JCF. 7. a Eng te 
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But that the/Pariſh- Teachers, of theſe, Times, -who Preach for Hire, ©; ©. 
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I Teftimony againſt Deceit and Deceivers, MR. 


| A579 Sin in their Hearts, as thoſe other did, dreawing over them for Filthy 


Lucre, and cry to the People, BELOVED, (yea, Beloved, becauſe 
they put into their Mouths) Hear the Word of the Lord, as you ſnall find 
it written in ſush a Chapter, and ſuch aVerſe, when the Lord never ſpoke 


_ to theſe Hirelings, nor ſent them thus to preichz but they are Aer 


made Minifters, Men of the Evil Werld, and great Lovers and Pleaders for 
it, and therefore the World hears them, r John4 5. Bt @e true Meſ- 
ſenger of Chriſt faith for himſelf a:d his Brethren, We are of God, and 
the whole World lieth in Wickeaneſs. And faith Chriſt. to his Diſciples, 
Ye are not of the World, as I am not of the World ;, for if you were of the 


- World, the Werld would love yiu ; for the World loves its own; but now 1 


have choſen you out of the World, therefore the World hates you, John 15. 
18, 19. | 

So all People fear the Lord God ; for the Name of Chriſti:ns, with- 
out the Nature of Chriſt, will do yon no goad at all; for the Lord is 
come to ſearch all that called Chriſtendonf with Candles, and to pull 
down the lofty Hearts and Looks of all amongſt them called Chriſttans 
firſt, and then of all the World beſides ; for now is the Lord exalting 
his great Name over all, as in the Beginning, before the Antichriſt, 


_Bzalt, Falſe Prophet and Whore got up; and who ſhall ſtop the Paſſage . 


of this mighty Jehovah, 'in the great Work of ſetting up hs Kingdom 
over all the Kingdoms of the Man of Sin, that the Kingdoms of tl.is 


World, may become the Kingdom of the: Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe 


Right alone it is to Rule and Reign, according to that Saying in the 
Prophet, / will Querturn, Overturn, Overturn, till he come to Rule whoſe 
Rignt it i6- | 
And now Wo and Miſery begins to take hold of all Hypocrites, and 
all the Wicked, becauſe of the ariſing and appearing of the great God 
from Heaven this day, who is on his Lbrone, judging in Righteoul- 
neſs, and in Righteovfneſs making War, whoſe Fiery Word, his Two- 
edged Sword, goes out of his Mouth, not- only to diſcover, but alſo 
to deſtroy and conſume the Man of Sir in all the Earth. And now the 
Hireling Teachers of all forts, the Merchants of Myſtery Bbjlon, ſhall 
cry, Alas ! alas! that great City, © People begin' to! ſee mw, and thty will not 
Trade with us, nor buy our Merchandize, as in former days, but' declare 
againſt_ it, ſee Rev. 18.10,11. O, yea; it cannot be otherwiſe; for 
now the Wi:neſſes that lay ſhim in the Streets of the great City, Sodom 
and Epypt, Spiritually ſo called, are arifen, and ſtand upon their Feer, 
-praiſed be God, And now Judgment is given to the Saints of the Melt 
High God, Dar. 7. 12,25, 26, 27, Sothat thovgh the great Antichrif, 
under many Shapes and Appearances, hath ſpoken great words againſt 
God, his Truth and People, and hath oppreſſed the Saints; yer __ 
| ke 


: 
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— elpecially the Hireling Prieſts. 


the Judgment of God being ſet againſt him, his Dominion ſhall be con- 1 
ſumed and deſtroyed, and the Saints of the Moſt High God ſhall have v 


Dominion, and Reign with Chriſt, whoſe Kingdom is an Everlaſting 
Kingdom, and all Dominions ſhall ſerve and obey him, ro wie, our Lord 
Teſus Chriſt, for whoſe Bleſſed Name and Trath's ſake, the Holy 
Tremblers, who Tremble at his Word, and follow him in the Regene- 
ration, do this day ſuffer 3 it is ſo. 


In the Year 1679. 


Thomas Ta 7yior. 


_—_ 


Something in Anſwer to ſome Paſſages in that 
Wicked Antchriſtian Book written Cate- 
chiſm-wiſe; by ſome Popiſh Stickler for his 
Maſter the Pope, the Romiſh- Antichriſt 


and his Followers. Printed at Douay, and 


Sabſcribed H. T. 


& his ſecond Chapter he ſaith, Fairh w neceſſary to Salvation ; and; 


that Faith 5, firmly to believe Matters of Faith, becauſe God hah we : : 


vea'ed them, Then ſay I, Not the Pope. But ſ:ith-he 'agait,* #% 


not erough 10 believe all that #5 written in the Bible, but we muſt believe alſo 


Apoſtolical Tradi:tons, citing 2 Thtff. 2. 15. Now ſay linanſwer heteto, 
That through wreſting and abuſing of this Scripture, have. they made 
way for bringing ia all their Filthy Popiſh Stuff, whereby Thouſands, 
and Ten tliouſands, of poor Peoples Souts, both have been, and are at 
this day miſerably deluded z for certainly the Traditions which' the 
Apoſtle there telts cf, whether by Word or Epiſtle, where all of one 
nature, and not Girectly contrary or contradiqory_one to another: 
But the Poviſh Traditions, though they may falſly call them Apoſtolical, 
are direQly contrary to Holy Scripture. 


But ſaith he," The” Apoſt les Creed is not. in the Scripture, and yer is to bs 
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In Infwer to a PÞopilh Book 


$679 


"To which I 2nſwer, If the Apoſtles Creed (fo called) either be notin 
Scripture in ſo many. words, or do. not wholly agree with it. in nature, 


* we are not.to believe it: But the reaſon why we believe it, is not be- 


cauſe the Pope ſaith ir is Apoſtolica), but becauſe rightly Expounded 
or underſtood (but not with the Popiſh or other wrong Expoſition) we 
find it, for Subſtance, agreeable to Holy Scripture. 

But ſaith he, Jf # an ſhall deny, or ebſtinately doubt of ore Point of 
Faith, Would he thereby loſe his whole Faith? Yes, faith he, becauſe true 


Faith muſt always be entire ;, an4.be that faileth in one,” is made guilty of all, 
" by diſcrediting the Authority of God revealing it. Then ſay I, Neither to 


Pope, nor Geveral Councits, need People be beholden for their Faith, 
but to God only, according to Chriſt's words, Fohn 6. 45. They ſball all 
be taught of God, | 

But now mark People, under theſe ſeeming words of this Sophiſter, 
what a World of Wickedneſs lyeth hid: .For thovgh he uſe the words 
(of God's revealing Faith) for a Cloak, yet he intendeth nothing ſo in- 
deed: For if I, or another Man, ſhould come and truly fiy, God hath 
revealed this and the other thing:to be his Will, 1 ſhould believe, and 
that by his Spirit I am able to make it manifeſt, that it agrees with 
the Scripture of Truth ; yet if the Pope and his Councils do not ap. 
prove of it, it ſhall be no Faith with them but I ſhall be accounted an 


Heretick, and fit to be Burned, where they get Power, as hath been 


manifoldly proved in England and other places. And ag3in, this 
Wickedneſs Iyes hid under his words, T hat if a Meſſenger of the Pope, 
as Jeſvit or other Prieſt or Teacher of them, ſay to the poor People, 
that do in general too much believe their Falſe DoQtrines and PraQtices, 
yet if they do not in particular believe al! their Superſtitions, then they 
have loſt zl] their Faith, and ſo conſequently are Damned, If they be 
told, I ſay, that they mult ſay ſo many Ave Maries, ſo many Parer- 
nofters, do ſuch Penance, obſerve ſuch and ſuch Saints-days (fo called) 
and their Eves, and Ember- weeks, and. receive ſuch and fach for their 
Ghoſtly Fathers, though they ſee and right-well know them to 'be 
Senſual and meer Carnal-minded Men, and what not, that theſe Prieſts 
commend unto them for Holy.DeArines and Catholick Praftices, (tedi- 
ous to relate) If they do not believe all, then by this Man's Doctrine 


+ they hare loſt all their Faith: And why ? Becauſe, iy they, the Pope 


and his Councils (which they account God's revealing, fot-no other God 


they look at to teach them, as afterwards in this his Book appears) 


have ſaid it muſt be ſo. O the mifrtable Slavery of all ſuch as are 


under this Hzlliſh Egyptian Yoke ! The Lord celiver all fimple Hearts 
from it, ; _- h 


4 


| And 


— 


--, written- Catechi{at-wife. 


ELLE 


- And for bis Wor ſhipping and Praying unto Angels, "3s alſo Sainte; 169.9 


which here-and etewhere-he 'mentions,” and brings ſome Scripturs 
wreſted, as their Cuſtom is, ſeemingly to prove it : That one Scrip- 
ture, I ſay, inftead 'of many-others, which might be brought, "thall 
ſerve for ever to daſh in pieces the Head of that Venomous and Idola= 
trous DeCtrine and Pradtice of Bowing and Praying unto Saints and An- 
gels, where it is ſaid, Thar to God in Chriſt, every Kneein Heaven, Earth, 
and under the Earth muſt bow, and every Torgue confeſs. | And mben he 


ws 


* A 5 
- 


brings in his only begotten into the World, he ſaith, Let all the Angels of God . 
worſhip him : And therefore the Angel in Rev. 22. 8, 9. utterly denicd, _ 


Fohn's worſhipping him, ſaying, Worſhip God. And in Rev. 7. The 
whole Company both of Saints and Angels fell down according to their 
Duty and great Engagement, . and did worſhip God. _ So that if the 
Saints and Angels were as ready, and as well pleaſed, to receive Ho- 


nour, as theſe Superſtitious Men are to give-it them, -they would loſe + 


their Holy Place, and be like them ; for faith Chriſt, How car ye be- 


lieve, that receive Honour one of another, and ſeek not that Hononr thick - 


comes from God only ? John 5. 44+ But truly Holy Saints and Angels are 
better learned than ſo, and therefore abhor all Honour; but that which 
comes from God only, and for that they return to him alone as his due, 
all Honour, Glory and Praiſe ; faying, as in Rev. 4- laſt, Thou art wor-' 
thy, O Lord, to receive Glory, Honour and Power, for thou haſt created all 
things, and for thy pleaſure they are and were created. And ſo true' Hea- 


veny Brethren; and Fellow-Servants and Keepers of the Command- 
ments of God., as all true Saints and Angels, whether in Heaven or - 


Earth, are, look not for Worſhip one from another, bur gives all to 


God their Maker and Saviour to whom it's due : But its the Devil that 


would have God's Honour from him to himſelf, -as Marr. 4. 9, 10. but. . 


none'but the Wicked will give it him. 


And then, if the Saints and Angels themſelves be not to be-wor- -. 


ſhipped, much leſs their Piftares : AIſol fay, If ſuch living [mages of. 
God and Chriſt; as Holy-Saints and Angels are, are nvt to be wor- 
, ſhipped, much lefs dead Images of God and Chriſt, invented by Man's 
Brain, and framed by Man's hand, are to-b2 adored, bat to be tram- 
pled upon, as Nebuſtan that little piece of Brafs was, which the Chil- 
dren of /ſ-acl Idolized. : | | 

And this Popiſh Book, - ſpeaking cf the Neceſſity of the Incarnation, 
faith, f it had not been, ſcarce one of a T;ouſ.nd (2nd thoſe great Clerks 
only) would have known God to any Saving Purpoſe or fo, becauſe of his Spi= 
ritial Subltmity, GC. | 

By this it appears, how perfectly this great Clerk is ignorant of 
Truth; and in this, how diametricaily  oppokte to the: Apoſtles Do- 


rine, - 


* 


ELTON 
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+: Qriney 1. Cer, firft and ſecond Chapters ;.for there he makes the World's 
Wiſdom in. general, Foolifbneſs with God; and in particular, the 
wiſeſt Git of them fartheſt fram the Saving Knowledge of God: And 
ſo attributes all Saving Knowledge to the alone Revelation of the Spirir 
of God, aad that.to Eab:s and Sucklings, ate. 11. But this -Sophiſter 
imagines, great Clerks can do ſomething more than others in this mat- 
-# "7a i: vere well if all Proteſtants were well purged of this bad 
D:ſeaſc. | 
- In his Fourth Article of the Greed he asks, 1s it lawful to honour the 
Erofs ? Tea, ſaith he, with a1elative Horour : Bicauſe, faith he, it i a [pe- 
cial Mcnerial of the Paſſion, aid w called, the Sign of the Son of Man, Matt. 
24-20. -he would fay, it's like, Verſe 30. 
Fo which 1 fay, It's a mcer Dream agad Falhhood, to call an outward 
Croſs the Sign of the Son of Man, for ia that Scripture there is not the 
leaſt Intime:ion of a Croſs, for the words ere theſe, Then (to wit, as 
in the former Verſe, when the Powers of Heaten ſhall be ſhaken) (ball ap» 
pear the ſign of the Son of Manin Heaven : And then ſhall all the Tribes of 
the Earth mourn, and they ſhall ſee the Sen of Man coming in the Clouds of 
Heaven, with Pewcr and great Glory. The Diſciples, in the beginning 
of this Chapter, asked him, What ſhould be the Sign of his Coming ? 
And here he anſwers them, (Not a wooden Croſs, or any fuch thing, 
but) the fore-goings of Judgment, terrible Judgments, as is here men- 
tioned, which go immediately before this-his appearing. And for the 


*_  ontward Croſs, being a ſpecial Memorial of the Paſſion, The Apoſtles 


had other ways of remembring Chriſt's Death, than by outward Croſles 
of Wood, Gold, Silyer, or other M=ta) or Scone, or ſo, for they were 
buried with him into the likeneſs of his Death ; and they bore in their 
Bodies the Marks and Dying of the Lord Jeſus, and the Vertue of 
Chriſt's Paſſion, they felt daily to Crucifie them to the World, and the 
Werld. with all its Evil, to them: And as they died, and were dead to 
Sin, they were made alive, and lived to God; and ſo Chrift lived in 
them, and they in him, How could they forget one another ? And 
thus-it was not. only with the Apoſtles, but with all the true and living 
Members of nk Ry thus in the Faith in thoſe Times, as Scrip- 
ture plentifully declares; and ncither need, nor mention made, of any 
outward Crofs, to pat them in mind of Chriſt's Paſſion, ſeeing they 
daily ſuffexed and reigned with him. But People retaining only the 
Name of Chriſtians, but falling from the - Faith of Chriſt, which the 
true Saints lived in, then came up this Invention of outward Croſſes 
and Pictures, and ſuch-like Smoak ovt of the Bottomlcſs Pir, for Me- 
morials and Teachers to the- poor Carnal-minded People which were 
cut of the Faith, and ſo at Enmity againſt God: But Praiſes to tte __ 


s 


% 


written Catechiſmn-wiſe. 


303. 


Lord, Faith my Soul, for this day of his, 'which'after « Jong Night Wth 


Darkneſs, is reſtoring to many the ancient everlaſting Truth, which all 
Holy Men of God lived by : And now Myſtery Baby!on; with all her 
Lovers, mult into the Lake prepared for her. IV Bs Lacy 

But ſays this Dreamer farther, "The Croſs was that bleſſed Altar on vhich 


Chbrift offered bis Bloody Sacrifice : Anau to prove it btings Gal.'6; 15. Phil. 


3.18. Ezek. 9. 4. Ih which laſt Scripture he ſays, Such as were ſigned 


with the ſign Tau (which was a Picture or Figure of the Croſs) were ſaved 
from the exter minating. Angel, and only ſuch. Now to this | ſay, it is 
meer Deczir : And adding to the Scripture this Saying of his; for there 
is mention made only of a Mark Vifion-wife, "bat no-hing at” all what 
Mark it was, neither was it-needfol, for to mark them there, ſrgnifies 
God's ſpecial Care of his ia time of Judgment, and not an outward 
Croſs, *as thee Dreamers Dream. And for thoſe other Scriptures, 
Gal. 6. Phil. 3. tiiey ſpeak not of the ontward Croſs of Wood or ſo, 


an 


but, of the inward Spiritual Croſs, the Power of God,* 1 Cor. 1517,18. . 


Bit this Man, .bycalting the Crofs the Altar, makettr it greater-than 


Chriſt z for faich Chtiſt, Matt.'23:.19. Whether js greater, 'the Gift, than . 


the Altar that Sanitifies i: ? And thus it appears, how near unto Blaſphemy 

are all Syperſtitious agd Idolatrous Minds. E 3 ON n 
In his Expoſition of the Fifth Article of the Creed, he faith, Toer 

his, de feending into Hell meantth, That ſo foon as Chrift wats dead, bis bleſſed 


Sol diſcended into Limbd, to free tht Holy fathirs mho'werethert.” - And for © 


proof brings As 2. 2,24, 27. and" Epy, 4. And" then" asks, DN be 


not alſo diſcend'to Purgatory, to free ſuch as wiry there ? He anfivers, '/e - 
| | 85% £92 £.* Hs 


is moſt probable. he did;, according to 1 Peg. 3. 19520; = * 


Anſwer, Th t theſe dark, Imaginarions ire poor Grounds-for"Peo- 
ple to place Faith; and. $41 vation buy! Tt #: probable, ſairh hey rhur” 
aſcended to Pirbathry: And what, 13 it move than probiible that br were inf 
Limbo? Nay; nay, It is tot ſb mucti a$ probable that' he went” irtid &f- 
ther, for thoſe Scriptures he brings, ſpeaks neither of Z-xbo nor Pur. 
gatory ; Andi THEY being tio forÞPlace ater Linbo ori Purgitory, 
as Pabif/r Ore38 1 fs hedefend"inmocither ? For the wan Pate 
of Putging, 'is thfough SanAificatidn of the Spirit in the'Belief'of/ the 
Truth; as it'isin fefus, in this Life-tine, and not efcerwards :' And 
the Heil which Chriſt's Soul was not Icft in, is, underſtood, when he 
faid, Ay God, by baft thou forſaken me? And for his Body, 1t was rai- 
fed out. af the Grave and fo the true Chriſt faw no Corruption, as the 
Seripture'rthere ſpeaks : But your imagined Breaden Chriſt-will Cor- 
Md bel | | 
But for this Man's Dream of Interpreting the Priſon t2 be Purgatory, 
which Chtiſt by his Spirit went to Preach to them in, in Aoab's time, 

| that 


b 
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Heb. 1. 3, Is this Created ? | or as 
.cAnd-he asks,; 1s. there any. Merit in orr Works? Tea, daith he, 4 in 
pos. 22.-12.; 1 ſay, that: yy doth not. ſay, forthe Meric of 
gn Work, but only they. ſhall receive according as their Work is: 
0 Fayre good Works arerather God's'than ours, and then where is the 
.,And-he faith, The Place of thes neral Tudg ment ſhall be inthe Valley of 
' Jehofaphat,. berwixe Jeruſalem an Mount Qliver..I anſwer, how. knows 
he that? How is it he mentions $0 SFHPPEE for it? $0 it is meer lma- 
ination: But what ! Mult People Joſe their, whole Faith,” if they be- 
ieve it not, as before ?. SO RR 2 lt OT EY 
In the Ninth Article, ſpeaking of the Church, be faith, - The Church 
| 45 the Congregation of all the Faithful, x:1der Chriſt their - Inviſible Head, 
a#d bis Vicar upon Earth, the Pope, .. But how. provgs hetbis # Neither by 
Scripture, nor Apoſtolicab Tradicion, for w ich he brings neither, for 
there is none for-certain; for the Cherch, hath, not. two Heads, the 
” Church is not -a Monſter with two Heads, -one Viſible, to wit, The 


Pope, 


» 


4 "(= - 


I ee a ae 


- -wile..” | 3Ox; 
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Pope; or Tich-1i :;"afd another javilible; to wit,; Chriſt :, Neither is 16 _ 
the Church an Adultereſs wich two Hogbanghe one viſible and even | 
inviſible: ' For faith the Apoſtle, '7 have eſpouſed you r0 one Hucband,even 


. 


fs: al! others are Antichriſt, fo 
"*And"rhep! this wicked Book. farther asks, Whar are, the Eſſemiabpary” = 
of the Church? And to That it. anſwers, A Pope or Supreme Head, Biſhopty, | 
Paſtors; av the Laity- To thisT Gay, It is-rank Popiſh Poiſon ; And; 
what Scripture*have they for this? Surely none, nor Apoſtolical Tra-. 
. ditian-neither, for the Apoltles could not. contradict their. own; Wri- 
* ings, -the'Striptores of Truth, as is ſaid; before.z. And the Scripture 
| conliſt of ſach Eſſentials, for 


before. 
doth no where makethe Church of Chr Ph | 
God's'Church' are'his Clerei, that is, his choice. ones, his Loty his Heris 
tage, his Flock all'of them, 1 Per. 5. 3. God's Flock are every one; of 
them ſound, Sheep and Lambs, and they are Men, God's Cleroz, that iss 
Clergy» and not Zaityz. and the word Zaity is Popilh and Antichriſtiao, 
as well as the Pope. 'And for the true Oycrieers and Paitars;' Feeders 
in and of the true Church,” What haye you, ra do;with, them ? unleſs it 
be to Perſecyre them, as your. Caftom hath been all along,. ever ſince 
Night and Darkneſs came upon you for your great Apoſtalics; ... 

Then this blind Guide goes on asking, How. prove you Se. Peter, and 
the Pope his Succeſſor, to be the vifible Head of thi Church 2: He-anfwers, 
Firft, out of Fob» 21;16,17, 18. Where Chriſt. (faith he) for a Reward 
of his ſpecial Faith and Love, gave Peter abſolute Puwer to-feed and:igovern 
is whole Flock, yeay" even the Apoſtles themſelves to be his Sheep, and he their 
Head and Paſtor. 7 > me 

I anſwer, This is a moſt ſhameleſs Lie: _ For- Chrilt was ſo far, in 
thoſe words, from giving Perer charge of Feeding aud. Governing bts 
whole Church in general, mud lefs.'the Apoſtles in. particuttary.who 
were his Equals, that the ſame Charge that is-given here, is alſo; 
to the reſt of the ApoſtJes, though not in the ſame,cxpreſs, words as 
here, yer in words of the ſame import fully 3 as not only when he firſt 
called them to be Fellow-Apoſtles, but allo, ard that moſt plainly, 
when he departed from them, as'in ar, 28. 18,19, 20. where it is 
ſaid, ,A1d Jeſus came, and ſpake unto them. (That is to. ſay, to the Eleven, 
for Juds was gone to his.place) faying, 44 pow.r in Heavam and Earth 
is given 10 me. Go ye therefore (not Pur only, but all the reſt as well 
as he) and reach all Naticns, Baptiz.ing them in (or. rather into, as the 
Greek th:re truly ſignifies). the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit : 
Teaching them to obſerve al! rings whatſocver 1 rave commanded you: And 
bo, I am with you. (to wit, all of you, not Peter only) alway, even togke 
end of the World. Amen. © © 
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<1 'beTooked at, bur Got reat,an freeMercy .4n.not Only 49r- 
*Wm?but 1610 Jmpto ith in hisS hi Neryicd an A Loſers your 

dean Months be: top "fo ver, * ye [dolizers of an! ny For as 


Pall (cd'th the Corinthians,” fo may [ L, 10: you, and all the World, 
odolare Webvin «Hem Men; ike is Paul? Or what is How! ? So 
whats ls tliefs 4, niade uſe; then, or x, makes y epf now, 
as Iftramchtsin Tis Hand f oples £004, "but eyen as nothing, Tee- 
beker pit is a $i inal? And with him there Fpnctote god's is 


— "he Spenre, Ne Tink 
2vtch Oe fo; Fa, 


bart Tn pO ag ; IRGC 4 Preciogs Faith: with him,-and 
reſt of the pin SF. 2 Pet, 1,3: AU the _— blames 


ed) Chriſt were edivided For ns al! ſhould bave kept the one Head 
Chriſt, without-mentiojing any Man's Name in this Macter.. For as 
Pet: r alſo ſaid in” 247, 4-12. There is.no other Name, but that of 
Chriſt Jeſus, by which Men can be ſaved then ſay 1, of Neckſlty there 
can be-no ogher Rock, 


=. 
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"Ard whereas this FT VT —= oe for Peter's Supregrd 


macy, from his being named firſt often ia 1 Scripture, og the hole | 


are menſloneds I ay, though itmerenlways2s he' Woo 
thing..atall for his. purpoſe, -but.is amecr«childiſh>empe eſt; \ not 
"worthy a Man, much leſs one-profeſling Religion, to :for-fome 
of them mult be mentioned firſt; but rn thus RR Peter in 
Scripture,,had any ſuch Intention nit a$.he here Nr and not 
"(dt} LN *b t all Sainfs h Ippaign a Hs _ 
| Fen Rs ;/ it is inconſiſtent with the Nature. of true "Coriſtioniey for 
Cath Chr to his Followers, when the were. ing.of. who howdge 
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WY" Therr is 5s. wore PET of y 2 hind 4s: a RE. to more « Paſſug &s of 
. .that Bad Book herein mentioned, hp in due Hime ay come forth; 
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yn Stacks Pope's hed ng FOE! pI alt Socebſiions 
' relating to' thie Church of Ged, (truly fo called) 1 fay it is meerly Spi- 
ritual, as the Lord fajd concer rhe his Proph et, The Spirit that I. bave 
put pew thee, andthe Ward which ; pat j11;0 Bs Month, ſhall nt depart 
-fFom ths, nor digg -of the Mouth 0 "Seed. nor cut of the- Month of thy 
-Seetls Deed; fromtenceforth atid Gr che: "And -ſo we finding. both the 
 bpiritand-Word of the Pope to be quite of another Nature: than that 


 cefſion;, 'topeiher with sHother Pretenders to the like Succeſſion, who 
| uy. [P2Arine that they were 10, ©. © >. 
Je. this Bey Book faith, -* But "why. may , not: a well- 
er Mair bo" 4 in ary Religion ?. He. pate Firſt, from Ephe. 

+. 5. ard Heb. 11:5; where r Doh is mada of one Faith ;, and that with- 
out ' Faith iris impoſſidte to pleaſe, . Then I ſay,. well -meaning-in 
_ Popiſh Woys. Without. FR. Fa ed Fill not. ſave.no mts th Wn 


part wha chef ich he, Jeep avtſe; as Au #7 
| part wh þ Mrvh wi Corp FmexiO0n te "Frfe 


6s M 
want of Contirnnfy "Ges 4 the C Cinch, oy bi Wh Boy o fg ) 
' fajth he, that 6 Fs Atember 1 Si ' Hathr not a due $ u BM and C 071» 


—rmexion mito the Head, and Compmen:Countils thereof, that 35 the Pope and Ge- | 


'- from whenee mitt ON we haue our i: wa Life,and Wor, AE; WE, axe 
- Chriſtians, neeal bez or, 41 d. can b Acc ned. <. ber. of 
Bir oy rear; ny Or ROSR AT TG, hs 


-O Profound Antichetfan P2Atine indeed! For. here thou haſt pu]- 
- ted off thy Vizard with thy own Hand ; and ' avy one” of a Gin mean 


inerdl Comncils, Ef thou: Daldſt. nt re as in vol. ++ I $9 1.6, 7.9) 
Pr 


- Underſdsndſtsnding may ſee, that by this Popiſh DoQrine,, Chriſt the 
Living arong *s" thruſt” ont; of ors, for it, mult; not . his-he 
F-nkins what Talk: Chriſt anc his Spirit.to. wy Squl, but what {ai ithhe 
Pope andHhis Councils to mine Ear. 
Andfterwards' this. Pleader. for Baa! .to_ wit, the. Popes, 2nd- his 
Councils accounts them Noveliſts, Hercticks, and* tdle Brains,” that will 
not ſubmit to this Tribunal of Chriſt ( he ſhould have ſaid Antichriſt) 


on Earth, to wit,*the Pope and his General Councils, and makes this, 


alone to be the Caſe of all Hereſjes and Sets, as he calls them,* whe- 


ther Proteſtants or other 3 For, faith he, they "wil not be tried by this Tri- 


Fund 


— 'P 


« 128 . 
[RUMI 


———_—_— 


' 
= 
w — ” os. * — P —_— 
—— w - G— - — ———_—_ 

% o . # p- 4 P=Y : 
a z "# £7 4 . ” 
#2 | 36 

» F > 0 | Ra a SF, -» ic 

\, _ — : >< Wn -— "Su = - — - 


bangh, but by rheir:own idle Brgin, andibe dead Lenter of 1 he'Ser ipttire> T C167 
which I fay, God will judge this\Man,-and all ſuch, fortheir Witkedwyw 


neſs in-coupling an idle Brain,.and: the Letter of the Scripture together; 


for though the Scripture be but as a dead thing to them that-will net> | 


ther underſtand nor believe it, yet toan Inlightened, 'UriderRtanding, 
Believing Soul, . It is of fuch- Service, that the Apoſtle is not afraid to 


fav, Th:t the Scripture t given for" our Learning, u50n "whom the Ends of - 


the World are-come: And the Scripture is of ſuch force in the Hand -of 
ſuch Inlighrned ard. truly UnderRanding Ones, that 'Chrift made ' uſe 
of it againſt the great -Wreſter of:Scripture, 10 wit, the Devil;;' and 
by the right uſe of..it in the: hands of the Faithful, throught the* Spirit 
which gave them forth. all the Mud-walls of Popery, and - Paper Bull- 
warks of the whole. Antichriſtian Kingdom of Falſe Profeſſors, borh 


have and. daily are.beat down ; . and therefore-doth the wicked Pope-. 


dom keep the Holy Scripture from the poor Slaves vnder them.” But 
the great King Chriſt-Jeſus, upon his Heavenly Tribunal, -is bringing 
his great Work, to, paſs in theſe latter days, againſt the Beaſt} Whore, 
and Falſe Propket,. under what Name or .Notion-{ſdever; and” by*his 
Spirit, according to 'Scriptfire, to. pour Judgments -and Flagues-upon 
all. their Tribunals, Glory to his Name for evermore. - | 

Again this Popiſh Book asks, 7s not this (to wit, the want of a Popiſh 


Tribunal ) the reaſon why the Proteſt ants, and arbey Sefts; are ſo divided, &e. * 


He anſwers, Tea, ' 4prircipe! reaſon; For how can different Favicies' (ſays 


outward and. High Priefts,. 3nd Sanhedrims:or grex Courcils, -for or- 
Matters of Religion? Yea, and whap was: the'ecalon-tliat- there 
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ccupled and knit together, increaſe of the: whole Body: (t5-wit; the 
Ie c | ade tothe Edifying of it, ſelf in-Lovegand netiotiens 
Mike, Eph. 4 This is the Cauſe, and contimal Gaul, 2t 5 
C 4 ' | My y * bY : 5 | | _ k 2 III Fi ot 
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530» InAnlwer:toa-Popiſh Book _ 
4 7 A Second Reaſon of theſe' Differences, ſhith*that Popiſt' Bad "ts Yecaule 
IO thewery Ground- workof Protiſtancyts, 'That all pots hour $1 Si 
, of 0d, -4r8;Falltble, and /ubjefÞ.to Err i fo. that they C£armnot pretend to Cer- 
_Sainiy or- Iufallibility (faith he ) for any ont. Point of their Sea 5 
Te: which (ay, if any Proteftaac ſays: thewhole Chyrch of God is 
-Fabible, and fubjeQ to Err, if they-v:iderſtand theChurch as:Plul doth 
in Epveſe, 5--255::26, 27. apd4as he doth int Tin! 3; 'tg.cor as Chriſt 
doth in Mat. 16. 18, where its ſaid, The Gates of Hell Jhall not provail 
againſt 4; they do. not w:ll : For though'all Men, as Mcn, in Adam 
the Earthly, are notonly Fallible,- and fubjec- ro Err,” but alto really 
in;Deceitand Error; yet. i9 Chriſt Jeſus the' Second Ada, the Lord 
-fram- Heaven, thatquickning,/zpreſerving Spirt '6f ' Truth, there {5 no 
'Fallibilicy norError, as the Apaltlc faith,” i Fobn3. He 7h" gbiverh in 
Chrift ſinne;h not, Ver, 6. : And be that is Born of God ſinneth not, "nor can 
ſin, Ver.-9; - But what is all,; or/any of this Glory to- the Pope, or. his 
-Synagogue, which he fallly-calls the Church of- G>d 7 For they do not 
'atvribute the knfallibility -za the Ecernal-Spirit; which is" in_every-true 
Member-of Chriſt's Church, :which-is their Leafer intoand Preſerver 
-of their: Souls into-all Truth; bat:gothe Popt'and' General Cauncils ; 
as though Infalliblity were annexed To-the Dream of Pecter*s' Ghair, and 
;notto Chriſt's Spirit in-the Faithful; - © the Abomination of Deſola- 
tion that.is in.thisPopiſh-Doftrine FO PHT 
But what, s,thete :ſuch Unity amongſt-theſe Delutſed Hilciples, of 
the ſeyeral Sorts and'SeQts af Phariſees,” Sadductes, Libertines,” Cirtnians, 
Alexandriens, and the like, yet afl-4gainſt' Chriſt ;$0'in the Popiſh 
Hiexarchy,>there are:the-ſexcral different and divided Sorts and Setts 
"of Frauciſcans, Dominicans, Feſttits, CappuchinisCarthaſians, and orhers, 
allagreed this. Day,. asiof long;time they 'havebeen againſt the Bleſſed 
"Crown, Kingdom, Dignity: and: Dominion of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : 
But $hefe, with al the reſt. of Myſtery Babylon*s "Merchants, have cauſc 
to wail, becauſe the Light and' Spirit of God in-Chrift -jeſys, is broken 
forth in Power and great Glovy this. Day, to Judge them all, that | the 
Kingdom, -(.ndt Worldly; -but Heavenly ) *mdy'be given tothe People 
el rhe Saiuts of the Moft High:God;'foran Evertiſting lnberitance, 'as 
© 'Dan. 2.27 | | Eg: i 
: Here alſo 1 mny. well take notice of ſome other words that this Po- 
Piſh Pleader hathin his Book, Treating of this 'Ma'ter, viz, Since then, 
Jaith he, ts be.of one Relsgion, is to be'of - one"ſetled Prrſwaſion in Points 'of 
Faith, and ſeiling ogiade witbout Tafallibiticy or * Nectfity.; it a not "will 
poſſuble, that any two Proteftents or Seftarits to be of one - Religion, every 
Alan Exponnding the Scripture as he liſts, and no one having Power t0 Con- 
#rowl t he others Expoſition of it. 4 


FE 
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Carechiſn-wilſe: © zl} 
1I Anfwer; and inthe:Pywerovof Chriſtdo grapple with this Beaſt that x6+c 
aroſe out of the Sea, and with his-Image alſo, and do ſay, That: nowpiny 
Humane 'Conceit,” nor Natural Man's Expoſition, with the help of all - 
the World's: Wir and Skill, whether Pope, or other, is infallible,-or 
binding,” or-contrquling © But by the {ame Spirit that-gaveforchScrip+ 
brel{( whether'in a Fiſherman, Tradeſman;zor other, now'as-well as- 
ormerly. ) is the Scripture [rightly Underſtood and Expounded. $0 -. 
the true Oneneſs in Religion ſtands in: the Oneneſs of that Spirit that 
gave forth Scripture, .and gives a right underſtanding of-it, and of al 
things;''as the Apoſtle-laith, The Anointing which ye have of the Holy 
 Onerteacheth'all:thibgs, and Þy it you, know- all things, 1 Fobu. 2;'20, 
And he that hath not this 'Spiritis none of Chriſt's, Rom. $..9: And 
he that is guided by-this Spirit is a Spiritual Man, and ſo.notto be judg-. 
ed or controuled. in his Spiritugt- Concernment, by any Man of this 
World; ( neither Pope, nor” other ) as faith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 2. 
0; 33. > 35-06” 4750 no 97S% fs arab | 3s ty 
But whereas he tells of every Mani Expon:ding the Scripture-a$ he 
liſts; I fay, this is.the- Pope and all his Prieſts Fault, and- of--all che. 
wicked World beſides, -who-are' not. .in Heart and Life ſubje&t to. that 
one Pure and Holy Spirit, that is,- of Jeſus, that leads Spiritually into /: 
'all Truth, which Trutas 6ne-:: And fo though: they that are 'of ano» 
[/ther-SpWwitmay agree never ſo math, and innever ſo great numbers, in 
heir ſeverat Ways of -[Deceit, yet the true Religion-of God's: Holy - 
Ones in Light; they ſtill. remain ignorant-of; + - -+_ - MET ORs 
And ſo his Blindneſs of imagining, that Proteſtants and-Seftatiess -$ 
the calls them,” camnot | be. two. of them of: one Religion, doth h:reby 
'folly:appear 2: For:/not.onlytheyy batallche People of the Barth,-un- 
derwhat Name,” Notion, or Profeflion ſoever,-are gither.the Childeen - 
of Light, or Children of :Darkneſs, and fo not- only: twey. but all;gt 
'the ſarhe fort may, and do agree: inthe Robt-in-thew Religion, (at; at + 
may be called fo) thongh ve knaw [there is but one truz-Religian;.and 
thatis 'rruly and: properly the Religion of. God"s\Penpie,; the-Childgen 
of his Light, ever thatwhich'in Purity-and-Holineſs binds their-Hearis 
to Gods | leg, LOTS iid 22, PHE 30 Cabin cheat bt en ive 
And ſo by this word Controvling, which this' Remiſh-Apent. here 
uſeth, itis caſily/ ſeen tow the Pope hath ſet np-and - maintained his 
Wicked Kingdom, that 1s. to' ſay, by a Worldly Contronling Power 
over Mens: Souls and'Confſciences, and not by th& Power-gt Truth : 
-Forif tis Earthly Power with his Worldly Miiſtanys,; were taken from - 
him, -his Decrerals,- Expoſitions, Bulls; Excommunications and Cnr-fes, 4 
for not obey ing-his Commands,: would he of- litHe:ferce.'this Day an a”. 


the.Earth, becauſe of the Lightthat Gcd hath. xiiſed pp inthe Heafes 
| C 
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1579 of People this Day ro diſcover "him;  Gloryto. his Great Name for 
| G VS Evermore. . * - oy 5 787 tn2 

| - _ And fo the tre Judge and Controuler of all Judgments and Con. 
troulers, is on'bis Throne this Dayyudging jin.Rightcouſneſs, and on 
his White of Glorious Power, "going on Cotquering-and to Conquer, 
the-Man of Sift in all Lands; and his Hoty Ones 4n Light: His Calied, 
Fairhful 3nd Choſen follow bim with great Joy of Heart, Rev. 19.11, 
12, 13- He tbat ha. h an Ear let bim hear what the Spiris Faith 8 


. 


Again, ſaith this Popiſh Book, asking this Queſtion, 7s the Church vi- 
Jible? Fe anſwers, She 3s, 'and muſt be viſible at all times, 44 conſiſting of 
& Hitr a"chy of Paſtors; Governirg, Teacking, and Adminiſtririg Sacr amerits 
io the World: end ;, and of other eople governed, taught, and receiving SA- 
-CYaments at their Fia::ds, all publickly profeſſing. the ſame Faith, all which 
things are viſible: And for thighrings Epveſ. 4.11, 12. Har. 5. 14, 15- 
* Anſwer, Now to this, 1 ſay, that the. true Church, the Spouſe of 
. Chriſt, ( and not the Adulterer, the Popedom ) are viſible and known 
to God, and its own Members, but inviſible to_the World as: ſuch, as 
the Apoſtle ſaith, 1 Fehr 3. 1. Bchold what manner of lyve the Father bath 
beftowed on me, that we ſhould- be called the Sons of God; therefore the 
World knows us not, becauſe it knew not him, to wit, Chrilt Jeſus 
their Head, though hedid appear in Fleſh jy and ſo. the Fleſh was the 
Vail by which he was hid from the World then, as the Fleſh ivthe Vail 
by which the true Saints are hid from the World now : And this makes 
manifeſt that that Scripture Ephe/. 4, 11,12. makes nothing for his 
Purpoſe at all. 

And as for that other Scripture, Ha'.;5. 14, 15. where: is ſaid, Ye 
are the Lizht of the World, a City ſet 6n 2 Hill, which ſpeaks of them that 
were truly fo,and kept their ſavour, and not at all for the Pope, or 
is great Army of Apoſtates, nor of any other who have the Name only 
-of Chriſtians, but have. loſt the good ſavour, and ſo want the true 
Chriftian Life, and ſo having put the Candle under a Buſh:1; though 
'they may have a ſhzw in outward Obſervances of their,own deviſing of 
2 Church, yet fill wanting the true heavenly ſavoury Life; 1 ſay, they 
2re to be trodden under Foot of Men, as uniavoury Salt ; and: fo this 
Scripture makes nothing for them neither. 

-But ſome may ſay, Though this makes not for the Pope, or any 
Falſe Church, yet doth it oor make ſomething for the vibility of the 
true Chyrch ? I anſwer, No, not in the Popiſh or Worldly Senſe at all; 
for though the good Life of the true Church be very ſayoury to that of 
God-in every Man, and the ſame Holy Life ſhining before Men, is of 
Ere-t Service to Men, and Glory toGad ; and fo becauſe they ſeparate 
Soaihs World, not only in the inward, but outwardly alſo, there. 
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fore they cannot be hid if they do any thing contrary to their Holy 16790 | 
Prefcfſion and Separation; yet ſtil} the Apoſtle (1 Fobn 3. 1.) ſtands wr? | 


firm in his Teſtimony to which my Spirit agrees: Therefore the 
World knows us not, becauſe they knew not Chriſt : For how can the 
World, who are in the Falſe Life and Religion, and yet thiok it is true, 
know or b<lieve them to be the True Church of Chriſt, who ſeparate 
from them, and bear witneſs againſt them. And this farther appears, 
if we confider how the True Church, as Chriſt himſelf, was ever hated 
and perſecuted of the World, Rev: 1 2. 6 Ec. and many other Scriptures: 
And wherefore is all this Enmity, but -even becauſe the World knew 
them not as they were, but even accounted them; through their great 
Ignorance, as the Off-ſcouring of all things. As it- is reported alſo 
conceining-the Chriſtians in the Heatheniſh Perſecutions after Chriſt, 

Sejarnt vir bonus ſed eſt Chriftianus, Such a one is a good Man, but he 
is a Chriſtian, So amongſt and by you called Papiſts; Sach'a one fs a 
good Man, but he is a Proteſtant : And amongſt the common Proteſtants ; 


Such a one is a good Man, but he is a Quaker. Thus hath the true 


living Seed been vailed from the World, under ſome Keproach or other, 
through Ages and Generations, as at this Gay, 

And ſo to conclude, I ſay, That which is here ſaid of the Invifibility 
of the True Chnrch, is not as this Popiſh Book would wickedly Infi- 
nuate, Becauſe there were none called Proteſtants before Luther*s Time, 
(or becauſe others ſince Luther's Time have had other Names) but be- 
cauſe the Truth, according to the Scripture of Truth, ſo judges, as is 


teie in a few words ſet down. 
But to return the Wickedneſs of theſe Popiſh Pleaders upon their own 


Heac's, it may be truly faid, T hat the End of their Pleaing ſo much for 


the Viſibility of the Church, is, Becauſe they have little in their Religion, 
if any thing at all, but what the blind and evil World can both ſee and 
exerciſe themſelves i in, and yet continue ſtill in their ſinfal Nature. So 
that the Pope*s Daugh er, the Popiſh Synagogue, is moſt unlike the Hea- 
venly King*%s Daughter, the Trne Church, which 1s all Glorious within ; - 
but the Pox pe and his D-ughter, the Falſe Church, iFall Forl within, ard 
only Glorious on the our fi e, and that not with a true out-ſide Comli- 
neſs or Glory neither, but even with the rotten filthy Rays and men- 
ſtrno!s Clonts of Humane Traditions, and Carnal Ordinances and Obſer- 
vations of their own [Deviſiig,beautiful only to the Adulterous Eye, bur 
nor with the Ornament of a truly Godly Life and Holy Conv erſation, 
vi hich is the Trae Chnrches Golden Ornament or Rayment, which is 
roſy _Beautiful-in the Ee of God and his Saints. Ir is fo, -as faith 
Gced's iz50d SpITI In bus Servant 


Thomas Taylor; 
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,-A W aroing to the Papiſts at $ tafford. 


Homas Taylor, a Servant of the True and Everliving God, in the 
Wn Everlaſting Goſpel and Kingdom-of his Son, ſendeth Greeting, 
k- and a Warning unto you from him, in whoſe Hand is your Breath, 
and the Breath of all the Living. 

I ſay unto you, who call your ſelves Catholicks, or Ryman Catholicks, 
|. | here about Stafford, Awake, Awake, look into your ſelves, Trim your 
| Lamps, and ſee whether the true Oyl be in you, which the firſt Chri- 

ſtians witneſſed in them, which they had. of God, whereby they knew 

all things; for if you would be found true Carholicks, Members of the 
Urfverſal Church, the Heavenly Body ; this you muſt have, for the 
Cry is gone forth, Behold the Bridegroom cometh, and it's none but 

the Wiſe in Heart, the pure Virgin Sonls can enter God's Kingdom:-; 

K's not enough for. you to ſay, We are Cholicks, or Roman Catholicks, 

and our Religion is old, or ſo, for it is not how Old, but how Good; 

for kow much old an Error or Way of Evil 1s, by ſo-much the worſe 
itisz and to imagine that God will receive yen, becavſe of your many 
Ontſiide Obſervetions, and Carnal Ordinances; you are very much 
miſtaken, ſo long as the inſide is urwaſhed ; for it's a pure Heart, and 

a right Sptritual Worſhip from. the ſame, that GoJ Requires: And 

- did not the Apoſtle $o the Galatians ſay, He was afraid of them, be- 
cauſe they thought to Pleaſe God, in obſerving Diys, and Months, ard 

-  Tianes, and Years, after Chriſt was come in the Fleſh, and Offet ed up 
 tocnd all ſuch Siadows, and all of like Natvre, that can be brought 
in ſince then, as 2 part of Gcd*s Worſhip, and to bring in Ever loſting 
Righteouſneſs, cven the true Standing and evcr Continuing Worſhip 

of God, which is in Spirit and Truth, Pur, faith Chriſt, God is a Spire, 

and thry that Worſbip him, muſt do ut in Spirit, even in hi: 0+n Spirit awd 
Truth, So then ihey that are in the Fleſh, the Carnal Mind, cannot 
Perform this Worſhip, and ſo cannot Pleaſe God 3 but a Carnal-mirded 

One can obſerve your Days, whether Faſts or Feaſts, ani ſay all your 
Prayers, and do all your Devc tions, which you are outwardly Excr- 

. Ciſed in, from the oneerd of t! e Year to tlie other, and ſoer a Name, 
yet this avails nothing to the Kingdom of God ; Ney, P. ul the Apo- 
; ſtle Fj aks further, If T give all my Goods ro Fecd the Pur, and "RY Baay 
ts be Burnt, and. bave not the Love of God, the rrue Charity iUnde: ſtand 
ing within to Purge thy Heart from Sinful Self -in the wetter } 5 5; 
meching.. For trus Ehrillians d2:not. do. good Viorks, nar. falfr for 
| Ve 
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well doirg, that they may merit Salvation thereby, but being ſaved 


freely by Grace through the Redemption which is in Chrilt Jeſus, they \ NV, 
do good Works from "the Heavenly Nature of that Holy Root that * 
bears them, and biings them forth as good Trees to Glorike God in 


their Bodies and Souls which are his, Te. 3.8. And the Apoſtle Charg- 
ing Titus to Exhort Believers 'to good Works, was not becauſe they 
were Saviours, but becauſe they were Profitable to Men, as well as the 


Prophets. 


And as for our Religi>n, which the World, and all the outſide Pro- 


f:ors of it, look ſo flightly at, and ſpeak fo Contemptibly of, we 
would have you, as well as the reſt, to know that it is truly Ancient 


Cathoiick, Chriftian and Apoſtolical, as having its Riſe and Foundation + 


ia and from the Eternal Word, which is Chriſt in 'uvs, the Hope of 
our Glory, whom the Apoſtle to the Coloſſians Prexched as a Myſtery 
formerly hid, but then Revealed to the Genrs/es, even Chrilt in the 
Fleth, the Hope of their Glory, through Faith in his Name ; and this 
is God's Foundation, the Foundation of Chrits Church, another 
Foundation can no Man lay, than this which God hath laid; and this is 
the Rock, no: Peter, but Chr;/t, who Perer, by the Revelation of the 
Father, Canfefſed unto: And fo through Faith in this Word, Chriſt the 
Foundation and Rock of all the Righteous, that ever were, or ever 
ſhall be, do we deny all the falſe Faiths and Woprks of all who have 
getten the Name, but want the Nature of true Chriſtian People ; and 
' ſin the true Faith which gives Victory over the World, and in the 
Name of Chriſt, which is above every Name, .do we ſeparate from 
them, and mect together to Worſhip Gad in Spirit and Truth, as he 
R<quires us; and his Bleſſed Preſence in the midſt of us, according to 
Proniſe, d5 we ab1ndantly fe:l and witneſs, to the great Rejoycing 
and Eſtabliſhing of our Souls in Righteouſneſs, when thus mer toge= 
ther. And therefore do we Exhort all that Name Chriſt, whether 
calPd Pauts or Proteſtants, to have F:llowſkip with us, b:cauſe' our 
Fellowf,ip is thus\truly with the Father and the'Son. Therefore A- 
wake, Awake, {4nJ up from your Dead Faculties and D:ad Workſhips, 
thair. Chriſt, who 1s th2 rry2. Everlaſting Way, you may walk in, and 
V/orſhip in, where no Uncircuniciſed or Unciean in Heart can come; 
and if th's yon do nat believe, and bow your Heart accordingly to obey, 
I:t me tell you, as o12 who tiach received Mctcy to be Faithful, you can 
never he Eſtabliſhed with the Eſtabl:ſhment of the. Rightcons 37 for this 
is the Duy that. burns 4s an Oven, 'wher-in all the Prou4, Wicked and 


Falſe Profeſſyrs and CafilP:rs matt be as Stubb'e, and neither 'Rooat- 


nor Branch muft be left them, becauſe they 'will not have” him, 'the 
true Proiniſed Sed; and Heir of all things, *to Reign, 2nd Sway Nis 
; 2 £2 | Righteous 
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Righteous Scepter in them and on them. O! Look up to the Lord in 
a-Trembling Soul and True Contrite Spirit, to find Favour in his 
ſighr, before the Door be ſhut, and you ſtand without, ſaying, Lord, 
Lord, open to us, And he Anſwer you in his Wrath, becauſe of your 
Unbelief and Diſobedience, ſaying, Depart from me, I know you 1.0t 
Workers of Iniquity ; for ail are Workers of Iriquity in their higheſt 
Performances and greateſt Conceirs of themſelves, whole Works are 
not wrought in God, that Spirit and Holy Power thit Cleanſes the 
Heart from all Sin; and ſo brings Life to Light, for God to be Praiſcd in, 
for the Dead cannot Praiſe him. So conſfid:r what I ſay, and bz nut 
Proud, leſt your Bands be made ſtrong, ani your Feet ſtumble, and 
then Fall upon the Dark Mountains, where you have bcen too long 
Wand:ring : Neither be ſo Fooliſh as to ſay, This is bur a Quaksr, who 
hath gorten ſome new Upſtart Religion,or fo; for in good Earneſt, I tell 
you the Truth, which will ſtand when all Deceit and Devices of Men 
of corrupt Minds will come to naught; for in the tree Poverty of my 
Spirit hath the Lord, according to-Promile, manifeſt his Bleſſed 
Kingdom in me, and the pure Hunger and Thirſt of my Sonl, which 
was after him and his Righteouſneſs that he Graciouſly farisficd : And 
therefore am Conftrained, in pure Love to your Souls, to invite:you, 
as well as others, to come out of the. Prodigal State, into the Havenly 
Fathers Houſe, Chriſt Jeſus, as himſelf ſaid, My Farker 5s in me, and 
1 in him; and as the"Apoſtle ſaid, Ir pleaſed the Father that all [ulneſs 
ſhould dwell irhim ;, for in this Houle, and no where elſe, is there Br-ad 
enovgh, true Living Bread for the Hunger of the Immortal Soul, as 
he faid of himſelf in 7ohr-6. before any thing was ſpoken concerning 
the Bread and Wine at his laſt Supper; / am the Living Bread, ihe 
Heavenly Bread ;, and when the Hearers Carnally Queſtioned, How he 
could give them his Fleſh to Eat; he told them, Te &I:fh Profi ed nothing, 
it was the Spirit that Quickened. So come away, Come away from your 
Carnal Conceivings of a- Heavenly Man, the Lord from Heaven, to be 
Comprehended'in alittle Earthly. Bre:d or Wine, leetng the Heaven, 
and the Heiven, of, Heavens, contain him not, much I1:{s ont ward Tom» 
ples and outward. Elements. of Bread or Win: : For unto his Light 
that is nigh you, which ſhineth. in your Dark Hearts, thong your 
Darkneſs Comprehend it nor, muſt. you come, and there wait for the 
Day to, dawn in- you, or ttele Myſteries of his Kingdom you can ne-= 
ver tiuly Know, but in your Darkneſs grope and ſtumble for ever, 
#3. People wi.hout Eyes; and: though this Heavenly Seed, the Word, 

he Light, appear little in you,, yet deſpiſe it not, for in ir. is the 


"Blefling,: and if you receive it, and in it abide, you will know all this 


and it will work in you, as Leavzn in Mzal, till youp whole Lymp 
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In Anſwer to a Paper from a Nameleſs Juthoz, 


Heavenly, Sweet and Pure, and fo as Chriſt ſaid, /f rchy Eye be ſingle 


( to wir, ſingle in and to the Lord, in his Light to Believe and Walk ) Qu 


then thy whole Body ſhall be full of Light; but if you fay Nay, but we 
will do, and ſay, and Underſtand, as we have been accuſtemed, then 
know for certain, you are of thoſe that Reje@ the good Counſel of 
God, given you by his Spirit, in his Servant | 


Thomas Taylor. 


Mm 


Something in Anſwer to a Paper from a Name- 
les Author, dire&ed to be left at Foſeph 
Holt's-in Okeham. 


UT Before I ſpeak in particular to it, I cannot but touch a little 
upon another Paper, ro that part of it where it 1s ſaid, Perbaps 
the Man corcealed bis Name, on pnrpoſe to try the Mais Skill, nho ſaid, 
He had an Unitiin from the Holy One, and knew all things. If ſo be: he 
knows all things, he will eaſily inform thee who it was that wrote it. 
Now to this I ſay, that al! People may here take notice, what a 
Scoffing Prophane Spirit lodges in theſe Men, to wit, Thoſe Prieſts and 
their Auditors : Who bat a Julian, or ſome Groſs Heathen, would have 
mace a Mock-of the plain words of the Apoſtle ? For the Man did not 
fay ſo of himſelf, but only brought the Apoſtles words, which ſay, 
1 Jobn 2. 20. Te (to wit, the Saints) have received an Unttion from the 
Holy One, and ye know all things, To prove that the Saints Teacher is 
the Anointing of God now in them as then: And I may ſay therefore, 
fuch as have not this UnQion, are not of Chriſt : Burt doth it there- 
fore follow, That either the Apoſtles and Saints then, or the Children 
and Saints of God now, do know all Natural or Worldly Things? 1 
remember it's ſaid in Scripture, that when the Jews and Gentiles had 
blindfolded Chriſt, they Smore him, and wickedly ſaid unto him, Pree 
pheſic who it is that Smote thee; (and was not this from the very ſare. 
ground that this Scoffer ſpeaks) reaſoning, What, sf rhou be Chriſt, and 
a Prophet, thou canſt tell all things, and therefore thou canſt eaſtly tell wha, 
Snote thee. Thoſe alſo. did it for the very ſame end that this Man ſup- 


poſes this. to be done for, to wit, To try his Skillz. But the wt ping 
| udg e 
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Judge : for ever, all ſich his Enemies. But what if one had gone to the 
Saints whom: Jobs writ to, and ſaid, A Paper was ſent to me this day, 
and there is no Name at it, and [deſire to know it, but cannot, ſure- 
ly you'can tel] me what the Man's Name was, if you know all things : 
Or if a Man had had his Horſe or other thing ſtolen from him, Would 
it have been good Work from any (ſpecially from a Tempring Scoffing 
Spirit) to haveTaid, you Saints know all things, therefore what is the 
Thief *s Name, or ſo? O Impiety ! To what a height Wickeenefs is 
grown up in the Unbelicvers and Mockers in this Ave. But come ye 
Teachers of the Pariſhes, tell me, Do you indeed believe, or you do 
not, that Fobn ſpoke true, when he ſaid, The Brethren had received 
an Unttion from the Holy One, and thy knew all things? If you 'dq be- 
lieve that the Brethren then did, ard that they now do, receive ſuch 
an'Anoirting: I ask you, What are thoſe A! rhings that the Un&ion 
tgught them, were they Heavenly or Earthly things? If Heaveoly, 
even things pertaining to Salvation and Preſervation in a Saved State, 
as without all queſtion the Apoſtle did intend; as is pfain'there ; and 
not ſuch earthly things as this Scofter ſpeaks of. Then I ſay, this Scoffer 
is either very ignorant of the Scriptures, or he is very wicked in his 
Mind, in finning avainſt Light, to make God's Children Odions. But 
the Cauſe of his Truth God will ever defend, ant the veorner he will 
Judge. 


And for thoſe othat words in that little Paper, where it is (aid to 
Joſe ph Holt, When thou dojt know me, do not pel: me with Reproaches;, call 


me nit Unrighteous Prieft, nor one of the World, as your Phraſes are ;, nor 


yet be ſo rafh as that Old Peeviſh Man at Sommerby was, 'to tell me 1 an 
Parned, 

I anfwer, That I am the Man I ſuppoſe thon intends by that Old 
Peeviſh Man at Sommerby, and therefore whoever thou art, that ſays 
1] ſaid thou art Damned, it was not fo, but a meer Falſhood in thee to 
ſay fo, for I never ſaid ſo to any Man that I know of; bur what I ſaid 
at that time at Somneyby 2yainſt your Deceit, was not Raſhneſs nor 
Peeviſhnefs, but pure” Zeal for God, which (cauſed me to declare for 


' God againſt you, for wreſting the Scripture, ard abuſing the Pevple 


thereby. Whar you are,*by your Fruits is very manifeſt, hethat runs 
may read what your in-tve 1s, by- your Words aad Works, the Day 
of the Lordhath' found yor out; and therefore if you -repent not, you 
cannot mifs fo-periſh with all the' Wicked thac are ous before yo, 
though we ſhbultho!d'bur Peace. 

nd ſ>+0 call you, thatiare Unriohieous; as {5b your Froits is-mani- 
kt, ard whovy your'owR Service-bodk are tearmed Prieits, L.iay, iq 
Ca 
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call you as you are, is neither Falle nor Reproachful, when in the fear * 


and feeling of God, it is ſo ſaid to or of you. But that you ſhould ac. 
count your ſelyes either wronged or reproached, if one tell you chat 
you are of the World, is ſomething ſtraoge, ſecing the Courſe of your 
Lives is ſo-in the broad way of the World, and your Spirits ſo Worldly, 
as not only by your earneſt Pleading for worldly Elements, ſo neceſſary 
to Sulvarion as outward Water, that you can hardly be perſwaded that 
any can be Regencrate or Saved withouc it; bur allo at your very 
Scoſfiag at the Holy Anointing of the $piric of God in his People, as is 
manifeſt; bur without this Anointing of God, none knows Savingly 
'* any thing, of the things of GoJ*s Kingdom ; but for all. that other Un- 
derſtanding, waich is not of, this Holy Anointing of God's Spirit, Man 
may be Brutiſh. And ſo I come, 1a tae Ability I have from the Lord, 
to refute and make void thy Dark Thoughts, Arguments and Reaſons, 
for and concerning outward Waſhing or Sprinkling the little Infants 
with Elementary Water, mentioned in that firſt Paper. A | 

Aad firſt, where from Matt. 19.14. thou draweſt theſe Arguments 
for [nfant-Baptiſm. Ft, ſayelt thou, Thoſe whom Chriſt would have. 
brought arnto bem, it ag:b not at all become Hs to ſtop from Baptiſm, &Cc; 

To this I anſwer, That by this manner of wild Arguing, thou mayſt 
deceive the Simple, and lead the Blind into the Pit ; bur none, that'in 
any meaſure are guided by God's Light, can be deceived with it: For 
wiaat if I form thy words into a Syllogiſm (your Diane) there will no 
ſach thing at all as lufanc-Bapiifm ariſe from them, but only this, that 
thoſe ought not to be kindred from coming to Chriſt, whem he would 
have come to him. Bulcſs,you will fay, Thar Chriſt Baptized thoſe 
Children with oatward Water, which if you ſhould either ſay or think, 
it would be moſt Ablurd, and to be exploded bj all. Neither was it 
in the deiire at all of them thatbroghr the Thildren ro Chriſt, to have 
them to Bap' ized, but as the worus are, That he would put his Hands 
on thein anu Pray. Burt i: ſcems you! 1zy zll the ſtrefs of the Service. 
that can be done to Children, on Waſhing or Sprinkling them with 
Water, fog without this, all your liying your defiled Hands upon them, 
and your (ififul prayinz over thein, would vo them little ſervice it ſeems; . 
for inJeed how (honid ic, ſceing you never came to witneſs finlefs Da- 
ty 2 For its the. Doctrine of the Higheſt amongſt you, that you fin in 
your belt Duties; and rhe words of your daily S:rvice 1s, That there « 
10 Hea'th in you And lo Chriſt's Purifying Baptiſm we. own for our 
{c}ves and Qur Children, but yours we deny, for you have run, and 


God never | ſent you, and therefore fo-little worth are all. your do. *C 
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The other Argument from Mat. ig. 14. is, Thoſe to whom the K1: ge 


We dom of Heaven doth belong, and the Covenant of Grace, 10 thoſe alſo the 


Seal of that .Covenant doth belong, which is Baptiſm, ſaiſt thon, but ro In. 


* fants doth belong this Caverant, Gen. 17. 7. ana Afts 2. 39. 


I Anſwer, To this Argument much might be ſaid, to ſhew the fallacy 
and. groſs deceit of'it, bur in a few words it is ranifeſt thus; Firſt, | 
deny that part of the firſt or greater Propoſition, where thou Exponndeſt 
the S-#1 of the Eoverant to be Baptiſn, that is, Outward Water- 
baptiſm. For though Ourward Circumciſion was a Seal to the Jews of 
that Covenant, yet it doth not at all follow, thai Outward Baptiſm cr 
Wzſhing is'the Seal of the Covenant of God in- Chriſt to Believers un- 


der the Goſpel; neither doth Outward Paptiſm ſucceed in the room or 


xlaceof Outward Circymciſion, as you falfly all aJorg ſuppoſe; but In- 
ward Circumciſion of the Heart,is that which ſncceeds thatin the tleſh ; 
and the Seal of God's Coverant with Man in Chiifſt now, is his Holy 
Spirit of Promiſe,as the Apoſtle expreſly ſaith, Fph.1.1 3. [n whom (to wit, 
in Chriſt) after ye believed, ye wire ſealed with that Holy Spirit of Promiſe : 
So that now the Covenant being wholly Spiritual, and the Miniſtrat:on 
of it Spiritual,- the Seal of it muſt needs be ſo, to wit, the Seal of the 
Spirit; as It is ſaid in. that place, which thou faiſt we omitted, Fohr 
3. 5- Except a Man be Born of Water, and of the Spirit, he cannit enter t1;- 
ro rhe Kingdom of Heaven, which not at all ſpeaks of Outward Waſhing 


or Water, but of the Spirit only of God from above, as Chriſt's own 


words afterwards plainly ſignifie, where he faith, Ver. 6. That which « 
Born of the Fleſh is Fleſh, and that which is Porn of the Spirit us Spirit: And 
Ver. 8. The Wind bloweth where ir lifteth, &c. fo « every ove that is Born 
of rhe Spirit ; where Chrift leav«s ont the mention of Water, as if on 
purpoſe to ſtop ſuch Carnal Conceits of his Work, as thine is ; for the 


Seed of the New Birth, or Power, or Means, whereby Regeneration is 


wroupht, is only of God, by the Operation of his Heavenly Spirir, and 
not by Outward W-ter, or any periſhing Thing wh#tſoever, as it is 
f2a.d in :nother place, The Children of God are Born of the loncorrup- 
tible Seed of the Word of God, which lives for Ever: And fo when 
Percy hed mentioned ovr being ſaved by Biptiſm, to ſtop ſuch Carnal 
Ccnceivers 3s thee, he ſaith, Not th? doing away or vaſhing of the 
filth frhe Fleſh is jt, but the Anſwer of a good Conſcience in the Re- 
ſurr:Ntion of Jeſns ſaves ; which if thou hadſt 3n Far to hear thod m:ght 


hear 


Ard for the Aſſumptior,or other Propoſition frhy Argument, where 
thon ſift, But to Fnfan's voth belons this Conerant , a1:d for that rings 


_ : Fm Ger. 17.7: £tts E208 lay there is a grcſs fallacy as deceit-in the 
| 5 \.Wo:4 lufents or Children, for it is an ambiguous, Tearm, ud nay be 


either 
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either underſtood cf natural or flelbly Infants, Children or Seed, or of 


| the {piritual. But that that Covenant of God with Abrabaws Seed, vw 


was nor to the flefhly as ſuch, is moſt manifeſt by the Apoſtles DoQrine, 
where he on pur pole ſpeaks of itin tewo Eminent places, to wit, Gal. 3. 
8. when he had ſ:id, /» thee (to wit, Abraham ) ſhall all Nations be 


bleſſed, he ſubjoins Ver. 7. So then they that be of Faith are Blefſed 


with Faithful Abraham. And Ver. 16. Now to Abraham and bis Seed 
were the Promiſes made, Fe ſaith not, and to Seeds, as of many; but of as 
one, and tg thy Seed, which is Chriſt. - And Verſe the lalt; If ye be Chrifs, 
then are ye Abraham?s Seed, and Heirs according to the Promife. Now 
may it not on the contrary be truly ſaid, If ye be not Chriſt's, then 
are ye not. Abraham's Sed, nor Heirs according to the Promiſe. 

The next Scripture, Is that which I mentioned upon this occaſion in 
my writing to you, which thou takeſt nonotice of z for indeed it judges 
your Carnal Conceits of Things, and it is in Rom. g. 7, 8. Neither be- 
cauſe they are the Seedof Abraham, ave they all Children : but in aac ſhall 
thy Seed becalled. That is, faith the Apoſtle, They which are the Children 
of the Fleſh, theſe are net the Children of God: but the Children of the Pro- 


miſe are counted for the Seed. Was It not for ſuch Doctrine as this, - 
' that the Carnal Fews, like you Carnal Chriſtians, cried againſt the Apo» . 


ſtle, ſaying, Away with ſuch a Fellow from the Earth, he is not worthy to 
live ;, as you uſe to cry againſt us to the People, for witneſling to the 
Truthof Things againſt your Grols and Carnal Conceits, and Unſcrip- 
tural Practices, Theſe People would Damm your Children: Nay, nay, we 
Damn none, but could wilh that all might be Saved, and come to the 
Knowledge? of the Truth. But ſay you, How can onr Infants be Saved, if 
they be not Regenerate? And how can they be Regenerate, except they be Bap-- 
tized with Outward Water ? Poor Souls, I pity you in your great Apo- 
ſtaliez Doth not the Scripture ſay in the fore-mentioned place, The 
Wind blaweth where 5r lsſteth, and then beareſt the ſound thereof, but knows 
not whenge it comes, and whether it goes : So is every one that is born of 
Go:s Spirit; And fo Regeneration is not limited to any ourward 
thing whatſoever: And for the little unteachable Children, thou bulie- 
body, let them alone, till they be capable of Do@rine ; and theo, as any 
1s able, let them bring them up in the Nurture and fear of the Lord, 
and ſo bring them to Chrift, that he may lay his Wends upon them and 
Bleſs them. Bur ſecret trings belong to God, not to thee: When 


things Concerning the Chi'dren are known to thee, mzke good uſe of 


it, and anſwer the Lerd's Mind in 1t ; the Lord knows beſt what to do 
with the little Childrens Souls, which are hidden from thee ; and ler 
God alone with them who made thero,* he will bave Mercy vn whem 


le will have Mercy: And fo let thy Sprinkling of them alone, for 1t. 
V 
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neither Regenerates them, nor Seals it unto them, but is a thing of 


Lav Mens deviſing, which the Lord never required at your hands: And 


though Scriptures be wreſted by you to keep it up, at:d many Rezſons 
brought to prove it, yet | ſay, and, and not 1 only, but mary more, 
know in the-Light it is proved, that there is not one Scripture ri#htly 
underſtood that is for it; nor one true Reaſon from Scripture to keep 
up your Spriakliag Infants ; But it is a Cuſtom that in the Apoltafie had 
its Riſe, and by luch as are not recovered ont of the Apoſtalte, kept up 
and pleaded for. 

Now for the ſtir thou makeſt about ſomething that was ſaid by ore 
of our Friends, about the Preſs that was about Chriſt, by People that 
came to be Healed, and that therefore the Diſciples might ſay ſome- 
thing, zs tending to hinder the little Children from coming, and that 
the Children were bronght upon other accounts to Chriſt, ard not to 
be Baptized at all with outward Water. I fay, thou wrongcſt our 
Friend, in mixing and charging words en him he ſpoke not ; and there- 
fore now that I ſee thee make ſo bad an uſe of his words, and ſo miſ- 
repreſent them, it is. good time to take notice of thee. 

And now | may add ſomething more concerning thy ungrounded Rea- 
ſons thou bringeſt for Infant- Baptiſm. 


- I. Thouſayſt, Where the Diſzſe is, there ought the Remedy to be ap- 
plied ; but the Diſeaſe, to wir, Origin.l Sin, is in Chi/dren as well as Men : 
Therefore the Remedy, which 1s Baptiſm, cnght to be applied ro Children as 
net as Men,- 

I anſwer, That by this both thy ſ1f, and all that take part with 
thee inthis thing, are manifcſt to be !ike the Papiſts in this Pojat about 
Infant Baptiſm, for they hold that Baptiſn of Infants waſhes away 
Origioal Sin, and ſo do theſe Englith Prieſts it ſeems. I knew' that 


. Jou were [dolaters from the Womb, giving that to the Creature which 


is.proper to the Creator : If the Diſeaſe be Original Sin, and the Re- 
medy, be outward Baptiſm, then it ſeems tioſe that are ſo cured, muſt 


_ certainly be ſaved ; then it's-no Wonder, though poor People, that are 


perſwaded of this Lie,-do run fo faſt to you with their Children to VR» 
Sprinkled ;, and no wonder that they do ſo admire you, and wor ſhip 


' you, That are ſach Saviours; and none muſt be thouzht worthy to do 
2 C 


it, it ſeems, but-your ſelves: O ſad Work ! But by this Crafr you gr 


- great Livings, and that pleaſes your Carnal Mind well; But God will 


judge for all ſuch things i And if this Tradition of! yours were true, 
How. can ever any, That have: Original-Sin ſo cured and-waſhed from 
them, Sin at all ? For take away the Cauſe and Root of a thing, and 
the Effe& and Fruit which comes-and ſprings'from- them maſt needs 


_ ” 
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ceaſe alſo, And therefore thy Interpretation of the Remedy againſt 
Original Sin, that ic is outward Water: Baptiſm, which thou didſt www 
mention in thy Argument, I do utterly deny, and do, withall the Chil- 

dren of Lizht, pronounce it to be contrary tothe Word of God, for 

God's Ward is Truth, and no Lie is of, but contrary to, the Word of 

Truth. And ſo where the Door or In-let into your Church, is fuch an 

unſound Dottrine as this, what a Church is that. And now if thou 

couldſt convert to Truth, according to thy ſeeming Promiſe, it would 

be well for thy Soul. Therefore whilſt it 35 called to day, harden not thy 

Heart, 


Thy ſecond Reaſon is anſwered already, in ſhewing thy falſe Expo- 
ſition of that place of Scripture, Gen. 17. 7. | 


3. Thy third Reaſon, No means of Salvation ought to be denied to the 
. Children of the Faithful, nhereof they are capable, but Baptiſm is an outward 
means of Salyation, wher of Children are capable under the G oſpel, as well as 
Children of the Fews were cagable of it undcr the Law; therefore, &c. 
«To this I ſay, Though in a. general Sence, the Major 
Propoſition , as you tearm it, may be granted, but bag 66} por that 
. ne nlants cannot oblerve 
reſtrained to your Sence: I ſay, that before you inti® the Requiſites of Bap- 
tle your Children to Priviledges, becauſe of your os oacigig, Jrnagh op. 
, . epentarce ſhews their 
Faith, you had need prove your ſelves to be in the Incapacity for it, 
Faith, ' which yet you bave not done, leſt both the ; 
Roor, Tree and Branches fall all together. And for the Minor, as you 
tearm it, I ſay it is falſe, that your Sprinkling is any means of Salva» 
tion cither to your ſelves or your Children, b:cauſe, as is proved, it 
hath no ground nor footing in the Truth, - but a mcer Inventien-of 
Man's wanting both Precept and Preſident in the Scriptures of Truth : 
And for Chil4rcn being capable of it under the Goſpel, I ask how capa» 
ble? Dcoſt thou ſay they underſtand what is done ro them in it; or 
can makg any Spiritual uſe of it in their Tofancy ? * Then I ſay, The 
Mul-itnde ſhill condemn thee, and the leatt in the Flock witnels againſt 
thee : Bur if thou {ay they ate capable of it, only ſo as to ſuffer 1t To 
be done on them wi hour uaderitanding, then I] ſay it is no GoſpeF 
Capacity, for in the Goſpel Minifſtrariou all muſt be Cone and received 
in and with the Spirit and Underſti.nding, except you will jayn hands 
avain with the Papiſts, and ſay ex dpere operato, to wit. From the Work 
of the Priett done upon them they are ſaved. O fad! That ever we 
ſhoutd have cccafion to ſpeak thus to a People, after fo-long a time of 


profeſſing ttc Scripture and Proteſtant Religion, 3 
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4+ The fourth Reaſon ſpeaks all as it were in one, and doth fully 
ww make matnteſt the Darkneſs in thee, from whence all thy Unchriltian 
| Doftrines have proceeded, and ir is this, All thoſe who receive the thing 
fognified by Bagriſm, ought to receive the ou'ward Sign, it is the Argument 
of St, Peter, Atts 10.47. Can ary Man forbid Water, that theſe ſhould 
wot be Baptized, mbo have received the Holy Ghoſt as well as we? But Chil- 
dren of the Faichful receive the thing ſignified by Baptiſm, to wit, Regenera- 
ryon and Remiſſion of Sins : Therefore, &c. | 
To thy firſt Propoſition drawn from Peter's words, As 10. 47. 
thou might have left that to others; who Idolize outward Baptiſm in 
another Form; for they will tell thee, it belongs nothing to you at all 
who Sprinkle before Confeſſion, or any viſible Appearance of ary. in- 
ward Work. But then ſay thou, 1f Children be nor Regenerated, and 
receive Remiſſion of Sins, you muſt needs hold, that all Children are damned. 
I ſay, thou belics us and the Truth; for there is no neceſſity ac all for 
ſuch a wild and falfe Concluſion from our true and harmleſs Premiſes, 
for what though God pleaſe to have Mercy upon Children, whether 
ſome or all, whom and as he pleaſeth; What ground is that for you to 
fay hand over head, that all that you Sprinkle are Regenerated, when 
you know nothing at all of God*s Mind in the thing ? And for your 
calling ſuch Children of the Faithful, who. natarally only proceed from 
fach as do but in general only profeſs the Chriſtian Religion, though 
their Lives, even in your Judgment, are j1dged to be no better ; ſome, 
H.not many of them, ts be, 1 ſay, nobetter than Heatyens, is ſuch a 
piece of Darkneſs and Wretchedneſs, that the Earth groans under it 
and the Spirit of the Lord is burdened with your Doings, as a Cart 
under Sheaves. And whereas thou brings that Scripture, 4t. 18. 10. 
to prove, that by little Children he intends the Natural Infants, is fo. 
grofs, that it ſhews thou wilt not ſee; for thoſe lictle ones, whoſe 
Angels, Chriſt faid, did always behold the Face of his Father, are 
Plainly faid to be ſuch as believed in him; Ver. 6. and humbled them- 
felves like alittle Child ; and fo he ſtill brought little Children as Fl- 
gures and Examples to Men, that they might come to the Birth of God 
in them which Heirs his Kingdam, according to what is ſaid before 
Rom. 9.8. and Jobn 3. That which s Born of the Fleſh i Fleſh, and that 
which #« Born of the Spirit ts Spirit. 
- . Alſpasto that which thou brings againſt .our Objeftion. from ar. 
28, 18. concetning Infant Baptiſm, it is nothing but thy grourdieſs 
Argument drawn froma falfe Suppolition of our underſtanding of the 
place, as thonghrwe underſtood the reaſon 'wherefore Teaching, is to 
go before Baptizing, becauſe of the mecr ſtanding of the words in the 
_- Sentence, andfa troubles thy {elf to prove by. other Scripture, I 5 
I . PrccedenGihil 
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Precedenty of Aﬀtibr is not always. dediccible from 'the Precedency of 
Words : "For thon maiſt-know,” that we do not ſay that Teaching goes 
before Baptiſm, meerly becauſe it is placed fo in words, (though in 


tat place that Is true ) but eſpecially becauſe of the Nature of the 


Thing, as is manifeſt amongſt many other Reaſons, 


1. By,your own Confeſſion, that the Sacraments do not beget Faith, * 


bar onty £onfirm ; and that Faich cometh by hearing theWord Prea: hed. 

2. From the Prattice of thole that Baptized with Water in the firſt 
Times, as is tÞ be ſeen in Scripture, where: none; were Baptized with 
Water, but upon Teaching firſt, going to the Underſtanding of ſuch, 
whatſoeyer you imagine to the contrary, from the Goaler's or Srephana's 
Families. | 

3. From the Judgment af thoſe that Compiled that Catechiſm, w hich 
faith, What # required of Perſons to be. Baptized? The Anſwer is, Faith 
and Repentance : And, ſo _ becauſe they, in their dark Minds and Selt- 
will; would needs have Childfen,into that Ceremony,- (right or wrong) 
they deviſed thar ſtrange, and unheard of, and unreaſonable Cuſtom 
of Sureties, or Godfathers and Gqdmothers, to Promiſe that for the: 
Children which the Lord. never required ,of ther, and indeed is moſt 
unreaſonable to think poſlible ; for,.can any Promiſe for another that 
they ſhall do ſuch things, as. forſake the Devil. and all his Works, &c. 
eſpecially for Infants, whoſe Minds. and Hearts are wholly hid from 


ſuch Preſumptuous Pramiſers. © But what, if the Lord ſhould require: 


the Performance of this Promiſe in the Day of Judgment, on behalf of 
ſuch Infants, that when they come to Years are found following the 
Devil and all his Works ? Would®ſt thou be content to ſuffer the Pu- 
niſhment of ſach Diſobedicnt Oves for their Sin ? Were it not juſt thou 
ſhou!d*ſt, ſeeing thou waſt the Surety or Undertaker for them, and: 
they have failed ? Muſt it not therelore fall on thee, except. thou Re« 
pent ?: And ſo if thou be Damaed, do not ſay that we Damn thee, for 
it's thy ſelf that art the Cauſe, and God and his Servants are clear of. 
all your Blood : And do not trifle and ſay as one of you ſaid, See theſe 
Men can bring a Proof out of our Catechiſm, and'-therefore it is fo and 
ſo; and drew this wretched-word forth from it, The Spider draws 
Poyſon out of the ſame Flower the Bee draws Hqney. The Heathens 
might have ſaid ſo to Paul, who brought their own Authors againſt 
them: And did his bringing ſome true words out of their heaps of 
. falſe, -prove all to be good, and hea Spider for ſo doing, any more than 
our preſent Work make us Spiders, or allow of all thats written 1n 
that Catechiſm ? Nay, nay, the Lord is Judge between us, and he ſees. 


Who are in Heart trug Lovers of him and his Truth, and who are a0Hy 
; » ang: 
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and will give every on eaccording $o.their Works, : d that i Is is Our. 
WV Glory to his Name for, Ever and {o (0 at i this tine. relts, the Lord's Ser. 
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This Writ upon Occaion of a  Vtarion, 
lo called.” 2 56)! 1 


Nto you who are called Divines, | 
In. Love. are ſent theſe following Lines: - 
And ſo,” if you are Wiſe, you'll not Diſtain 
A few Plain Verſes from'a HeartThat's plain : 
2 + | They ſerve as Monitors unto that part 
8 In you, which is grown dull with weight of Art. 
Andevil Cuſtoms, in theſe lazy Times, - 
W herein the Truths Extirpate Proſe and Rhimes ; 
Whetein Ambition, Pride and Cruelty, ' 
Is like a Fiery Flame advanc'd fo High, 
That if with Moiſtniag ſhowers it go not ont, 
It will conſume the Tree both Branch and Root. 
Wo to the Shepherds thar lead the Flock amiſs, 
And follow Curſed Covetouſneſs, what's this, 
Save groſs Idolatry, to give to th? Earth 
Your Hearts, which is the due of him that gives you Breath ? 
And Wo to People, when even for a Word, 
A Man's Offender made, then comes the Sword : 
Then comes the Plazues of God upan that Land, 
To-cnt off Sinners who againſt him ſtand, 
And Wo to People, when their Biſhop's Blind, 
That reither. fees nor knows their Sores to Bind ; 
Who feeds himſ.1f with Thoughts of Worlly Glor Y, 
And kgows not that his Life's an empty Story ; 
And knows not. that the Holy One Behotds, 
How ſuch the Sheep impound in dirty Folds ; 
How they the Fleece, and not the Flock, do ſeek ; 
*Howl, howt, ye Shepherds, Roar, Lament and Weep Y 
| The 8 
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SEED OOO Io ETC: ironed 


'The Day of your Difpetfions! is:at Hand, | 
You ſhall no:more' the Lambs Tear, 'Kill and Rend: 
But Heaven and Earth ſhiil-Joy the Day to ſee, 
Wherein the Sheep from. Bondage ſhall go free : 
Weep, .Weep and Wail, -allftrong and ſtout of Heart, 
Who, with Proud BabePs"W hore, have taken part ; 
Upon a Bed of Sorrow:yoa mult Iye, 
Becauſ: the Curſing thing you come lo nigh. us 
W har Madneſs is in Men in thele bad Days ? 
That will not-heed what Chrilt and Scripture ſays ; 
Thatiwill not once believe that God will come, 
And give upon your Deeds a Righteous Doom. 4= 
W hat are your Ears and Eyes fo clos'd, that ye 
Gcd's Truth will neither Practice, Hear nor ſee? 
Hath Midnight Darkneſs all your Senſes drown'd, 
That of God's Truth yowll not endure the Sound ? 
Mult every vain Invention: Suffered be, 
And with a Braſen Face Rth' Land go free ; 
And only ſuch, as do Proclaim God's Day, 
Be ſtopt, and from your prefence ſent away 
Into ſome naſty Priſon, or ſuch Place, 
To ſpend their Days in Sorrow with Diſgrace ? 
As though the Great and Holy One of Heaven, 
Would not pour out his Vials Seven times Seven, 
Upon the Seat of that proud Beaſt and Whore, 
Who hate. his Truth, and wovld his Lambs devour;; 
And would ſet up that Worſhip which he hates, 
And ali that Boy uato It Deſolates : 
And will nor ſuffer Light and Life to Reign, 
But Preach and Pray, and all for filthy Gain : 
God ſhakes his Hands againſt you for ſuch things, 
And He's the Lord of Lordss and King of Kings ; 
W ho will not be o'er-rop*d by Mortal Birth ; 
Whoſe Origin'and Root is from the Earth, 
Bat will be: Honour'd as a Heavenly King, 
Or-elſe his Judgments through the Earth ſhall Ring ; 
. With Terrors great, he will his Foes Confound, 
Who have wrought all their Works as under Ground, 
Andin their Hearts have faid, Toſh, none doth fee, 
But we ſhall Rule and Reign, and only we. 
O turn gonr Ears, and liſten then a while, 
Let not the Serpent always you Beguile-: 
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He that decejy'd che:ſimple-one-at firſs* tÞ 45.0 - 
Doth #fter all:/your Souls and Spirits.thirſt; 

He leads you out to love-the-Perithing things, 

W hich ſwiftly fly away with Fagles Wings ; 

W hich anſwer not the Heavenly Minds deſire, - 


Bat leaves your Spirits ſcorch*d-as with a Fire. 


You ſeem to Eat, and ſumptuouſly to Fare, 

But when awake, you Lean and Hungry are: 

You ſpend your Money for poor<mpty Shells, 
And go to Drink at Springle(s empty Wells : 

And when, your Minds with Wind and Air are fill'd, 
'And you alittle in School- Learning SkilPd, 

Then do you Jude your ſelves fit Guides to be, 
Unto the poor Un<kilful Commonalty, 

Who do not know the difference 'twixt the Wheat 
And Chaff,, which, to the Soul, was never Meat : 
But hark, what i is 1t now my Mind doth fee 

Sad Oaths impos'd on Men that ſhould be > 5h 
That ſhould their Office do.as Chriſtians did 

In former times, as great Febovah bid ; 

And not as Worldly Men, whoſe Wil/s their Law ; 
Who, with their Fines and Threats, ſtill Kept 1 lg Awe 
The ſilly Multitnde, which knows not God, 

But are more Fearful of the Tyrants Rod ; 

And are in Earth]y-mindedneſfs ſo deep, 

That they will loſe the Soul before their Sheep : 
And are ſo Ignorant of things Divine, | 

Phat they will part with Truth before their Swine, 
And what Religion 1s it that ſuch Men, 

For Worldly Ends, will not Profeſs,- but when 
The Tide of Times doth turn, and changes Face, 
Then they will leave you all unto Diſgrace : 

And that which, now ſeems as #n [ror Poſt; 

Will then forſake:you, and be gone and loſt 5 

For it's their Bodies that by:force is gav'd, | 
When'as ther Sovls Pch? change of Sims'detain'd. 
So that a pzricft Man you cannot bring, 


' Of all your Number, unto God, to Sing; 


And Sonnd' forth Holy Praiſes, :mongſt the Choire 
Of Holy Ones, who burn in pure /Lefire,, 

Of ſerting up the Limb, upon his Throne * 

Ot Higheſt Glory, and all Sorrows gone z _ 
| EN. ©: 


"Upon Occaſton of a Viſitation. 


Then.what*s your Work, and where will yon appear, -- E. 
When you have Slept and Slumb*®red Year by Year? hd 
And in mean while have ſuffer'd Souls to Pine, 
For want of Heavenly Bread, and Spiritual Wine ; 
And would them neither Feed,” nor ſuffer ſuch 
As Gad hath ſent to Feed them, but do grutch 
That any, but your ſelves, ſhould have a ſhare 
Pih? Work of Feeding ſuch as to God precious are : 
But this be known unto you all this Day, 
'That 1/raePs Holy One none limit may; 
If Chrift, an Amos, or a Peter will 
Have in his Vineyard Work, his Words their skill ; 
By which, without Book-Learning, they do know, 
*Gainſt Satan's Kingdom, how to bend their Bow ; 
And if proud Scribes and Phariſees Diſdain 
Their mean Appearance, and their Language plain, 
Then doth their Maſter plead their Innocent Cauſe, 
And ſoon delivers them from Tyrants Jaws, ; 
And makes the Earth to know, that maugre ſpight, 
He's able to ſecure the Harmleſs Wight, 
Who truſts unto his Strength, and walks the Ways 
Of Truth and Holineſs unto his Praiſe. 
And that the Earthly Man, with all his Power, 
Shall not ſecure himſelf from Heaven's ſharp Shower 
Of Hail-ſtones, which upon the Wicked muſt 
Be Rained down, as thick -az any Duſt. 
But ſtay alittle, to the preſent Work, 
A Word or two in Love, that doesno hurt; 
A Viſitation's talk*d of in theſe Towns, 
Wherein the Prieſts muſt come with Long Black Gowns, 
To make Appearance, but whoſe Will to do, 
They beſt can tel!, who perfe&ly do know: 
* Then Idemand in plainneſs, that you may 
Prove by the Scripture, what you do this day ; 
Why doth your Biſhop Ride in ſo great State, 
As if to Kings and Princes he were Mate ? 
And yet will ſay to others, they muſtDye 
To Worlily Pomp and Earthly Vanity 
Why are you Teachersnow calPd Maſters? when 
Chriſt faith, Be ye nor Maſters calPd of Men; 
And why your Courts (which Spiritual are by Name) 
Do Trouble Men for carnal Things ? O ſhame ! | 
j A 2 | Toat 
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0 Upon-occaſion of a Uilitation. 
; That you ſhould Read fo long the Scripture Letter, 
LAPS. And yet your ſelves and Eufinels do no better : 
Why is your Maint*nance ford, when th? Goſfel's free 2: 
And God's pure Day is dawn*d, that all may ſee, 
That 'thoſe thar dare not truſt the Lord for that, 
Are ſuch as Miniſter they know. rot what ; ; 
For ſuch, in the Beginning, that did Preach 
The Everlaſting Goſpel, and did Teach 
' Men to obſerve Chriſt's Doctrine, Knew not how, 
At all, by outward force, to: make Men Bow ; 
But ſaid, Our Weapons are nat of the Earth, 
But Spiritual, Powerful, from that Heavenly Breath. 
Thar Fans and'Winnows, and doth not beguile, 
But ſeparates the Precious from the Vile ; 
And ſo into SubjeQion they did bring, 
By force of Truth, unto their Holy King : 
| T hey ſought not Earthly Honours, nor did crave 
, The Earthly Riches, but the Soul to fave. 
You have received freely, freely give, 
Saith Chriſt, who took the Care bow they ſhould Live 
And be maintain'd, and did not bid them take 
Wages of Heathens, whothe Truth do hate. 
But now you have a Cuſtom, fad to ſee, 
To force your Wages borh from Bond and Free ;. 
You force your own Diſciples; yea, and thoſe 
That are as Heathens Judged by'your Laws; 
Which, if your Spirit were Tot over=baſe, 
You would:ſoon reckon it a foul Diſgrace : 
Can any Man-that's Noble in his Heart, 
Take Hire of ſuch as from the Lord depart ? 
And not Require it only, but compel | 
Them to Maintain you; Judge, 1s this done wel! ? 
May not ſuch truly fay, You Love your Pride, 
More than the Goſpel, and all things belide ? 
Eor ſure, alittle will ſerve Natures turn, 
Burt what can ſatisfie where Luſt doth Burn ? 
For when in Pride and Fulneſs Men will Live, 
Then comes the Horſe-leach Danghters, cry ing, Give 
Give, give; yea, which is ll; yea, worlt of all, 
We'll haye it, or. weft bring you into. Thrall, 
We'll have your Tythes, we'l have your Eafter's Ducs, 
Well haye'them: all, you's. neither Will nor Cauſe, 
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Upor occaſion of a Uilitation. - 
And thus old E!;'s Sons. are ſtill alive, 
Which ia this World, nor that to come, will thrive, 
What! Preach the Goſpel, and yet Sue to ſuch 
For Maintenance, as Chriſt his Honour grutch ; 
And do not rather ſuch rebuke and fay, 
If youll not Bear, we'll quickly turn away, 
And ſhake your Dufſt from off us, we'll be free 
Froin you and yours, that all may truly ſee, 
We are not ſuch as would our ſelves advance, 
Nor Mens Eſtates, of any fort, inhagce ; 
But ſeck to ſet up Chriſt to: be the Hea 
Of all things, in all Worlds, with Fear and- Dread. « 
And thus it was with Good and Godly Men, 
In the beginning of the' Goſpel, when 
The Spirit of the Lord did teach them what to ſay, 
And Mea did walk i'th' Sun-ſhine of the Day ; 
Before, I ſay, that Pope and Turk aroſe, 
Who, to Chriſt's Kingdom, are Profeſfed Foes, 
And would themſelves ſet np o're th? Sons of Men, 
To Rule as Gods, that neither Tongue nor Pen 
Might Publiſh ought, but what their Heads deviſe, 
Whoſe Wiidom out of the dark Pit-doth riſe ; 
And which for Ages hath ſpread over all, 
To bring the Souls of many into thrall : 
But now the Lord of Great and Endleſs Power, 
Is making: bare the skitts of that great Whore, 
And giving double of bis Furious Coup, | 
To ſuch as of her Wine {till dare to Sup : 
It's her ſtrong Poyſoned Wine that makes Men mad, 
Ia Perſecuting of” the Juſt; -O ſad! 
"That ever any, who do Chriſt Profeſs, 
In Words, ſhou'd ſeek his Members to Diſtreſs : 
$a then, if you be Wiſe, you'll ſearch and lee, 
How from'th-t Monſt'roas Ha. lot you are free; 
For if in Hand or Head hzr Mark you bear, 
The Lord amongſt his Enzmies will 'you tear 3 
If you your Ways Reform nor, which are ill, ' 
He will not ſpare, tie will your Glory ſpill; 
H-211 Fight againlt you with his Fiery Word; 
Which Kills and. Slays as doth a rwo edg'd Sword, 
Live:in Deceit, -and turn which way you will, _ 
His Sword will reach you, and your Cup will fill 
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Upon occaſion of a Uilitation. 


* With Woes and Sorrows, and ſad Acclamations, He 


Then they ſhall Feed when you ſhall pine for Meat. 


The juſt Reward o'th* Wicked in cach Nation : 
Yea, tho' the Name of Chriſtians you may bear, 

Yet it's his Nature muſt the Lawrel wear, 

For Chriſt your Perſons doth not now Regard, 

But as your Works are, he will you Reward : 

If you'll not give a Reafon of your Faith, | F 
But Trample under Foot what any faith 

Concerning things that are amiſs amongſt you, 

And to the Powers cry out, they hate and wrong ye ; 
And thus, with Fig-leaves, ſeek from Men to hide 
Your. Crying Sins of Avarice, and Pride, 

And Perſecution, and inſtead of mending, 

Still Harbour Evil Thoughts, which tend' to Rending z 
Then know for certain in a Moment, God 

Will Viſit-you with his Almighty Rod : 

And you'who have not Viſited in Love, 

His ſuffering Servants, will his Enemies prove ; 

And when his Peoples Sufferings are Compleat, 


So be 1t. 


And if the Writers Name in Writing you would ſee, 
A Lover of God, a Lover of Man 1s he; 
This is my-Natures Name, which ſhall Remain, 
When Sinful Men are Dead, and all Diſdain ; 


- And God, the Worker of my Souls Salvation, 


Shall Rule and Reign as Head in every Nation ; 
And though the Devil fret, yet Trath ſhall ſtand 
Over all, and be the King in every Land, 

| © forevermore, Amer. 


Ard to you ca!led Chureh-wardens and Side men, how weak is your 
Hearts, and how laviſh are your Minds (through unhelief ) become, 
that you cannot withſtand and avoid ſuch a manifeſt Temptation and 
Danger, as to come under, and Swear to the Biſhops Articles; for which 
of you either do,or can, or intend to Perform according to what you ſeem 
therein to engage your ſelves unto. And that which is fad to con- 
ficer, the more ready you are to Engage, and the more obſervant in 
the Performance, the more Miſerable oftentimes are you, for thereby 
you muſt not only accnſe the Drunkard and Swearer, ycur own Mo- 
thers.Sons, but eyen the People of God alſo, for their pure Conſciences 


ſakez'. it ? 


Certain Queries to the Inabaptilts, Fc.” 


fake; and ſo you had need all, and every one of -you, Repent, leſt the 


Lord Swear in-his Wrath againſt you, that you ſkall never enter into Ga 


his Reſt ; as he did againſt thoſe that had grieved him Forty Years in 


the Wilderneſs, | 
: Thomas Taylor. 


Certam Queries Propounded- to the People 
called Anabaptiſts, eſpecia'ly to ſuch as be- 
leve, and hold forth, thar W ater-baptiſm 

is an Ordinance and Command of Chriſt 
Jeſus, the Door of Entrance into the True 
Church, and ſo of ſuch Abſolute Neceſlity, 
as that there can be no True Goſpel- 


Church-Fellowſhip withour' it: 


I, HAT do you believe concerning the Baptiſm of John, the Sore - 

of Zacharias the Pricſt, who was ſent to Baptize in Water ? 
Was hein and unger a. pure Evangclical Oiſhce and Miniſtration, and his 
Baptiſm in Waier a Goſpel Ordinance to continue to the end of the 
World ? If yea, prove. it by plain Scripture. | 


2. What do you believe concerning the Witneſs or Propheſie of 
John, Recorded Fohn 3.30. 1 muſt decreaſe, but he (to wit, Chriſt, 
who was to Baptize with the Holy Ghoſt, Fobn 1, 33, ) muſt increaſe # 
Did be ſpeak this of his. own Perſon, and of the Perſon of Chriſt, or 
of the Office and Adminiſtrations which they reſpe&@ively were ſent to 
Execute and Adminiſter ? If of the Perſons, then telb us how and where-- 
in the Perſon of John decreaſed, and how and wherein the Perſon of 
Chriſt increaſed ; and whether that ſaying, Recorded Mar. 11. He that 
» leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven 1s greater than John, was ſpoken of or 
in relation to Jokz?s Perſon alſo, - and not concerning his Office or Mint- 


{tration | 
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| 3. Is that Baptiſm which you Adminiſter, and ſs earneſtly preſs Peo» 

we plc unto, Jobws, or Chiiſt's, ſeeing Jun himſelt did expreſly diſtinguiſh 
bctwixt his Baptizing in Water, and the Baptiſm which Chriſt was to 
Baptize in? Job», 26. Ard Chritt alſo ard his Apoſtles did diſtin- 
guiſh betwixt Joh7”s Baptiſm, and the” Bapiiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, 
( Afts. 1.5. Lnke 20. 4. Atis 13 24 and Chap.18.25,26. Chap. 19.3,4-) 
Mmto which Chriſt Baprized, Mark 1. 8, And are theſe diſtin, divei ſe, 
-or ſeveral Baptiſms! Or do yuvn believe that they are but one Baptiſm, 
and ſo no diſtinftion to bz put betwixt them ? If yea; then tell us 
up2n what Grownd and Certainty yoo:would have us believe you,; ſee- 
ing therein you-agree not in. Doctrine with Fohn, nor with Chrift and 
his Apoſtles. | & S178 | ow 3 
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4. Is that Baptiſm which you Adminiſter, a Fignre of the Spiricual 
W:ſhing away of Sins by the Blood of Chriſt, and of Plunging. iato his 
Name, Spirit and Life? Or is the outward Water, in which you Bap- 
tize, and your Act of Baptizing (that is, Plunging or Dipping) in it, 
really Sanctig<d to the coing of it (and fo conſ:quently doth) that 
Work, and ſo no Sign, Type nor Figure ? "Tell us plainly what you 
your feives bclieve concerning it ? ' 


5- Doyon believe, that thoſe mentioned, AMﬀs 19. (on whom Par! 
laid his Hands, and the Hely Ghoſt came upon them ) who were Bap- 
tized in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, and. had before that been Baptl- 
zed in orunto- John's Baptiſm, ( who Baptized in Water ) were they 
then again plunged or overwhelmed in Outward Water? If yea, then 
te} rs upon What Scriptare Proot your Faith is grounded,feeing there is 
no Wer there meutivmed2- And if ſome were then Baptized in Water 

-a ſecond time, why then may there not-be as much Neceſſity now, un- 
to ſuch as have not re:eived the oly Ghoſt at their firſt plunging in- 
10 Waier, to be Baptized 2941n'in Water a ſecond time? And way was 
ghe Name of the Lor& }-fus there only uſed, and not the Form of words 
which you. fe and plead for, feeirig it was after - that Commiſſion ? 
fa. 38. 194 Let nxkriow your Faith concerning theſe things; and 
whether the” moOrthodoxamonz(t you be of ene and the ſame Judg- 
ment concerning them, , | | 


5: Way ds you-calt yorr Dipptog or Plunging People into Outward 
Vaier, Sacied Baptiſm? Whit Seriprore*Prefidetitiand Rult have you 
for (her Tearm'? Did Fon the Bapitcallhis Bapdſm*Sacred? Or did 
Paul Call it fo ! ( Hs 19- 3,4 ) Or wis it at the Pope of Kome-inhis 
Dec ets) Eyiltle, that called bis Baptizing in Water Sacred Baptiſm, 
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and the Water in which he Baptized, Holy Water ?: And do not. you 
uſe the ſam2 Tearm for yours? But tell us plainly, whether it be your 
A of Dipping in Water that you call Sacred, :or the Water in which 
yon Dip or Plunge P-ople ? Or where you had that Tearm tocall your 
Water-baptiſm Sacred, if not from the'Pope of Rome. ' 


7. Wher:fore are you offended at us for calling your Baptizing in 
Water, Dipping or Plunging, ſeeing that we undcerſtand to be the 
| import or ſignification of the Word in plain Engliſh. 


8. When you Dip or Plnnge People into Elementary Water, wa 
ther do you Dip or Plunge them in reality of Truth, / in, of rather in- 
to the Name of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, yea, or nay ? For if not, 


do you not deceive them, in making them believe that you Baptize or _ 


Plunge them. ( according as Ciriſt commanded his Diſciples ) into 
the Name of Father, Son; 'and Holy Spirit, when in reality you do but: 
only Dip or Plunge them into Outward Water. 


9. Do you b-lieve, that the Name of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 


is Elementary Water, ſecing I find in that Scripture, ar. 28. 19. ( fo 


often quoted by you, to prove your Million to Baptize in Water ) 
that Ciriſt gave his Diſciples Commiſſion to Baptize in, or rather iato, 
(asitisin the Greek, *is 72 3:04, ) the Name of the Father, Son, and 
Haly Spirit, but nothing ſaid of Baptizing in Watgr? Or do you be-' 
lieve, that the Father, the Word, and the Spirit, are one? Is 'not- his 
Name Spiritual, repreſenting his Niture , year Spirit, Power, and 
Eife? If yea, why then do you kek to introduce and impoſe your Bap- 
tizing in Water from that Scripture? And why do- you preſume beyond: 
what is there written, eſpecially ſeeing that you your ſelves Confefs, 

that the Scriptures are the Grounf. and Rule of your Faith? Why do 

.you ſeek to impoſe a Faith up5n us from that Scripture, beyond what is. 
there written ? What Ground and Rule have you for that ? And what ' 
Ground and Rule have you for your Baptizing in Water from that- 


_ Plalnly.... 


. 10: Did not Jeſs Chriſt who gave that Commiſſion, ſat. 28, 1 g;. 
Command his Diſciples t9 rarry at- Feru{alem until they-were Endued: 
with: Power from on High? Luke 24. 49. And whether did they go - 
forth: to Baptize all Nations, before they had waited at Furnſalem, and. 
Eeceived that Power ? Agtwer plainly. + W's 


Scripture, ſeeing Water is n6t in the leaſt mentioned in it.? Tell us:+ 


11. Haye: 
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11. Have all you that go forth to /Bapti7e in Water under pretence 
cf that Commiſſion, ar. 28. 19. obeyed Chriſt's Command, Record- 
ed Luke 24. 49. Aﬀts 1.4. And have you received that Promile and 
Power ? If yea, what isit ? A Book, or Books, or Writings without, 
or the Spirit, Power, and Life of Chriſt revealed within? But and if 
you have not obeyed Chriſt*s Command as aforcfaid, but rin before you 
have received that Power, are you not therein manifceit Tranſgreſſars 
of the Dorine and Command of Chriſt, even in that which you pre- 
tend to be the Ground and Rule of your Faith and Miſſion ? And if ſo, 
are you not thereby plainly manifeſted to be Intruders, and falſe Apo- 
ſtles, who are not to. be owned nor received; but to be denied and 
Ig by all that live in the Power of God, and true Goſpel Fellow- 
ſkip ; 


2x3. Was the Apoſtle Paul any whit inferior or behind the very Chief 
Apoſtles? Andiwas not that Commillion, 4/ar. 28. 19. asmuch his as 
yours? And did not he know-the Mind of Carilt in it, as fully as any of 
you the Counſel of God, being revealed to kim ? Notwithſtanding 
which, did not he expreſly teſtifie that Chriſt ſent him not to Baptize, 
(1 Cer. 1.17.) but to Preach the Goſpel? Now if you have a Million 
or Commillion to Baptize in Water, which belongs notto him as fully 
as to any of: you, tell us plainly who gave it when you received.it, and 
your Scripture for it ? 


'13. Do you believe that Paul was Called and fully Endued for the 
Miniſtry ? And was his Commifhon, 4s 26. 17, 18. Evangelical and 
Full, for the Gathering and Planting of Churches according to Goſpel- 
Order, ſeeing we nd nothing in it of Chriſt*s ſending him to Baptize? 
Or do you think his Commiſlion inſvfficient for the End aforeſaid, be- 


* Cauſe he-was not ſent to Baptize in Water, and that yours now is more 


Full and Evangelical ? If you do, tell us what Scripture have you for 
the Ground and Rule of your Faith in that Matter. 


14+ Whether do you believe that the One Baptiſm ſpoken of Epheſ. 


* 4-5. be that of Fobr's in Warer, or that of Chriſt's in the. Holy 


Ghoſt, ſecins both 70%, Chriſt, and his true Apoſtles, did diſtinguiſh: 
betwixt them as aforeſaid? Now if you ſay, that that One Baptiſm 
there mentioned isthe Bapiiſm in Water, then | Query,” whether you 
dg believe tht the Baptiſm of or jn the Spirit is now ceaſed, or not of 
fach Abſolute Neceſtity as that in Werer, ſeeing the Apoltle ſpeaks buc 
of One Lord, rien ſo of One Faith, and One Baptiſm ? And whcther 
you do believe, that ary now are or can be really made Members Fas 

: Lnad 
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———about Water-Baptilm. 


that One Body, and crue Church of Chriſt, by Water-baptiſa, or any 


other way, than by being Baptized by that One Spirit, into that Onegay es i 


Body ? Anſwer plainly. 
Thomas Taylor. 


Chriſt Exalted above Moſes, and the Spirit 


above the Letter. 


ANY are and hare been inall Ages the Enemies of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and of the Bleſſzd Truth and Life Immortal, which he 

hath brought to Light by his Appearance in and through his Servants, 
both in the Days of his Fleſh, and ſince his Aſcention, by the pourings 

- out of his Spirit according to his Holy Promiſe, whereby it hath come 
to paſs, that many ſimple Minds have been gre: tly hindred from receive 
ing the Truth for a time, until it pleaſed the Lord, by the Arm of his 
Miyhty Power, to Conſume the Adverſaries of his Glory, and fo to re- 
move the Stumbling- blocks out of the way of the Simple and Upright in 
Heart, that all Pure Holy Praiſes, in a Living Oedience of his Go- 
ſpel, might be given to him. And amongſt thoſe Enemies of God, 
thou Tho, Hall haſt riſen up in great Malice, and Wickedneſs, through 
the hardneſs of thy Impenitent Heart, heaping up Wrath againſt the 
Day of Wrath upon thy own Soul, and doing deſpight againſt the Spi- 

' Tit of God's Grace, that hath ſought by all means poſſible to win thee 
to Repentince ; but thou haſt cloſed thy Eye, and ſtopped that Eariin 
thee, that ſhoul:l ſee and hear the Things of God, and ſo maſtead of be- 
Jieving in, and foilowing the Lord Jeſus and his Goſpel,” thou haſt 
in pretence choſen the Killing Letter of Aoſc,*s Law ts thy'own- Confu- 
fion, and hath ſet at navghtthe Son of God, by Mockin# and 'Scoffing 
at his Light and Spirit in theſe Days, as the Rebellious Fews did at him 
of Oid, who derided him and his Doftrine, ſaying,' They were Moſes's 
Difciples, but as for that Fellow Chriſt,” ( as they Blaſphemouſly called 
him) they knew not whence he was : So thou wounld?ſt be accounted a 
Diſciple of Ado/.s, and Pleader for his Law and Ordinances, which ne- 
ver did, nor never can, make any thing: erfect, as the Apoſt'e ſhewerh 
at larze in his Eniſtle to the Hebrews; but as for J fs Chriſt, he is 
of jittle Value to thee, nor hath any raom in the inn of thy Corrupt 
| Y y | Heats 


3 _ Chailt Exaited above Moſes, 
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Heert, but thon would ſt'make_him a Drudge to thy unclean Will, that 


uw when theu haſt done him, and his Spirit and Light all the Deſpight 


thou canſt, thou would?ſt have him to Save thee for a feigned Profeſli. 
on ſake, which ſtinks in his Noſtrils; for from the Lord I do here 
againdeclare unto thee, that all thy Prayers, Performances and Plead- 
ings, are Abomination in his ſight: And as I have often ſaid, his Hand 
is lift:d up againſt thee, and will aſſuredly in his own doe time fall hea- 
vy upon thee; and" will grinde thee to pouder, exc:pt thou ſpeedily 
Repent; for in the Wages of Balaam thou art, in the great Captivity 
wandred far-away from the Everlaſting Goſpel of the Son of God, and 
2 meer Stranger-to the Law and Covenant of his Peace, not knowing 
neither what thou ſayeſt, nor whereof thou affirmeſt, when thou Talk- 
eſt and Writeſt of 44o/es Law and Ordinances, and would'& fet them 
up as the Fems did and do, t9 vail and hide Chriſt (the End of the Law) 
_ :From'the. Minds of the People: Foreven as the Apoitle ſaid:of the Op- 
poling Fews ig his Day, ſo I may truly ſay of thee, That even to this 
_ very Hour, for want of Faith in Chrift, the Fail of Darkneſs and Ignorance 
upon thy Heart, for all thy Reading and Talking of the Letrer of Scrip- 
- ture, for thoy wanting Faithin Chriſt, ( the Light, who hath the Key 
_ . of Davidin/his Hand,” whichis his Light and Spirit) thou gropeſt like a 
- Blind Man for the Way, andcanſt not find it; nay, though it be moſt 
. Blainly witneſſed unto in the Scriptures, and declared of to thee by us 
the Servants of Chriſt in theſe Days; yet for all that can-be ſaid or writ 
to thee, thou ( thuugh the Wickedneſs of thy Unbelieving Heart ) 
remaineſt as Ignorant of Chriſt, and his Covenant, and Spiritual Law 
- of Life, as if;hou hadſt never heard nor ſeen any thing thereof, as by 
, what now follows, - I know to every ſecing- Eye, will moſt plainly and 
_eaflappear: in + 1 4 
- And now tothis purpoſe, ( God willing ) I ſhall ſer down ſome of 
- thy;Ereors, as I find them in thy laſt Papers, which are ſo groſs and 
<maviteſt; ;ghat lictleimore-than the bare ſetting of them down, will be 
- needful to diſcover that filthy Puddle of Enmicy, and deep Sink of Sin 
that: lyes-bid/in thy Corrupted Heart againſt the Lord Jeſus, and kis 
.*  -, BlafſedSpirit of Expth, the only Guide of all: Believing Souls in theſe 
#_ *Golpel Qaps: 7; oil nt 1s bt | X 
: And firſt, thou. T.' Hall ſays, Ste wherhey a Man ought» uot to give bis 
; Ears, avd Heart, andSoul, and Body, and Eyes, to harken to and believe, 
4s-duly-to the Moral Law, as to Chriſt the Prophet. Nay, there is mire 
Charge and Command lyes upon the Obſernation of the Law, than for. the Go- 
ſpl; as. by Moſey*s ſeveral places of Warning, and in reſpett of ſeveral Dan- 
#; though it be ſaid, He that harkensnotto the Prophet-Chriſt, ſhall 
Ras oft. there is 4s: much ſpoken of the Law. 
F Anſwer, _. 


———— and the Spirit abobe the Letter. © 3139 


| Anſwer, Who but an Unbelieving. Jew could ever thus have gone 
about to Undervalue and Dethrone the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as this Tho. (ay / 
Hall doth, who lays more weight upon the Obſeryation of Moſe?s Law, 
which had the Shadow, than upon the Everlaſting Goſpel of the Son of 
God, and ſo heneither believes ſes, nor the Fs nor Chriſt, - 
and ſo he is captivated in the great Captivity of the Spiritual Afrian, 
the Devil, who hath blinded his Mind, leſt the Light of the Glorious 
Goſpel ſhould ſhine untohim. . See 2 Cor. 4. 3,4. For Moſes writ of 
Chriſt, ſaying, Dewr. 18, The Lord thy God ſhall raiſe thee up 4 Prophet like » 
anto me, him ſhalt thou hear in all things, &c, ; 
' Now the Lord Jeſus b:ingthis Prophet when he appeared in the Days 
of his Fleſh, he made manifeſt to ſuchas believed in him what was ne- 
cefſary for them rhen, and the reſt of the Fathers Mind and Will after - 
his Aſcention, by his Bleſſed Spirit, as he ſaid John 16. 12, &e. I bave. 
get many things to ſpeak unto you, but ye cannot bear them now; howbeit when 
he the Spirit of Truth is come, he will guide you into all Truth ; for he ſhall not- 
fpeak 0 himſelf, but whatſo: ver he ſhall hear, that ſhall ke ſpeak; and he will 
ſhew you thirg; to come : He ſhall glorifie me, for he. ſhall take of mine,” and 
ſhall ſhew it unto you. All things that the Father hath are mine; therefore, 
ſaid 1, be ſhall take of mine and ſhall ſhew it unto you. © 

So by this it's evident, that this T. HZ. ſpeaks not by the Spirit of 
Truth, for he would ſet up ſes the Servant above Chriſt the Lord of . 
all; and ſo inſtead of glorifying Chriſt, diſhonours him exceedingly. 

Andas Moſes had fo plainly writ of Chriſt, and MreQed all-to bar- 
ken to him when' he appeared, upon Pain of Etergl Death, ſodid alſo 
all the Prophets write of the Glory of ChriſPs Day, and pointed to him 
as the Sym and Subſtance of all, over all God Bleſſed for Erexmore. 
And fo inthe Transfiguration, when Meſes and Elias the Servants were 
gone, Chriſt only was left withat Eternal "Witneſs. of God out of the 
Bright Cloud, ſaying, This is my Belqved Son, bear bim, Mat. 17. 1, &c. 

And fo this Tho. Hull is'a grieyous Liar, who ſays, There. is more 
Charge and Command for hearing Moſes than Criſt ; for even then when 
the Law was in ule amorgtt the Fews, yet Meſes as from Gad, doth 
Ciarge all upon Pain of Dezth, to hear and obey the Voice of Chriſt in 
his Appearance, as is fatd before, : | 

And as fo: the danger, the Apoſtle reaſoneth jn his Epiſtle-to'the 
Hebrews quite contrary to this T, #4. for ith the Apoltle, Heb. 12.25: 
See that ye re{uſe not him (to wir, Chrift)* that ſpeaketh; far if they eſcajed- 
nw that refuſed him that ſpike on Earth,” much more ſhall nit we ſcape, if 
we turn away from him tht ſp: akith from Heaven, Alſo ſee Heb. 2. 
1, &c, 
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See what thou baſt choſen, Tho. Hl: How thou haſt choſen the 


ky Earthly before the Heavenly, the Killing Letter before tiie Heaveniy 


Spirit of the Lord Jeſus, which giveth Life; and. the Shadowing Law 
of the Servant before the Living Law of the Matter Jeſus Chriſt, who 
4s counted worthy of more Glory than Moſes, in as much as he that Builded 
che Houſe, is more worthy than the Houſe. See Hcb. 3. 3. 

But when we ſay, that Moſes's Law is a killing Letter; and; made 
nothing'perfett, this T. Hab, like a wicked Man, is. ready to cry out 
of us; "#5 though we broached ſome new or ſtrange DoQtine, when as. 
it 1s no other than the plain downright Dodarine-of the:Holy Apo- 
_' Mes, and Servants of the Lord Jeſus, ſet down in Scripture,. as you 
may read, without our adding or diminiſhing any thing at all. And 
to-this purpoſe fee: 2 Cor. 3. where are theſe words Verſe 6, &c. Who 
alſo hath made us able Miniſters of the New Teſlament, not of the Letter, 
but of the Spirit ;, for the Letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth Life, But if 
the Miniſtration of Death, written and engraven in Stones, was glorious, 
(Mark this, though he calls the Law glorious in its time, 'yet he calls 
it the Miniſtration of Death) /o chat the Children of Iſrael could not 
fhedfaſtly behold the face of Moſes, for the Glory of bus Countenance, which 
Glory was to be done away: Hom ſhall not the Miniſtration of the Spiris be 
rather Glorious ? For if the Miniſtration of Condemnation be Glory, much 
more doth the Miniftration of Righteauſneſs exceed in Glory. For even that 
which: was made gloriomg, had no Glory in thu reſpe, by reaſon of the Glory 
that exctllerth, Forthat which i dine. anay, was glor ions, much more that 
which remaineth” is glorious. . Seeing then that we bave ſuch bope, we uſe 
great plainneſs of Speech, And not as Moſes, which put a Vail ovur bu 
Face, 'that the Children of 1itael could rot fiedfaſily look to the end of that 
which 11 aboliſhed; But their Minds were blinded : ' For until this day re- 
mainetb the+ ſame Vail untaken away in the reading of the Old Teſtament ; 
which Y ail is done away is Chrift, But even wnto this day, when Moſes is 
read, the Vail is upon their | Heart. Nevertheleſs, when it ſhall turn to the 
Lord, the Vail ſhall be taken away. Now the Lord is that Spirit, and where 
zhe Spirit of the Loyd is, there is liberty. But we all, with open face bc- 
holding as in a Glaſs the Glory of the Lord, are changed into the ſame Image, 

from Glory to Glory, even as by the Spirit of the "5% of | 
Here this 7. Hallmight as well have condemned Paul as .us, for I ſay, 
that here'is more ſpoken for a Jewiſh Spirit. to catch at, than in our 
Writings ; for I ſay, nothing comparable to this can be broug!':t out 
of our Writings, for a- ſeeming denial, and making void, of Moſes's 
Law, for here he calls it, not only a killing: Letter, but even a Mini- 
ſtration of Death and Condemnation, done away and aboliſhed, and * 
neyer able to remoye the: Vail of. the. Heart from any, in reading of - 
: | And... 
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And ſo whereas this Hall is uſ:d to bring Pſal: 19 4, 7, Fc. for efta- 
bliſhing his Dreams about doſes's Law, where it is ſaid, The Law of 
the Lord is perfelt, converting the Soul : He might: eaſily ſee it was not 
Meſers Letter, Miniſtration or Law, which Pat here ſays, was K:ll- 
ing and: Condemuiag to all chat came under it, to get Life by it. But 
David ſpeaks there, of the Law of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt Jeſus, 
which opened the blind Eyes of his Mind, and wrougit the Holy Fear 
of God in his Heart, and ſo converted his ſtraying Soul, to folow' the 
Lord through Faith in his Name, as it is with the Faithful at this day; 
as the Apoſtle ſaith Rom. 8. 1, &c. There is now therefore no Condemnation 


to them that are in Chriſt Feſud : who walk not after the Fleſh, But after the- 


| Spirit. For the Law of the Spirit of Life, in Chriſt Teſw, hath ſet me free 


from the Law of Sin and Death. For that which the' Law could not do, in 


that it was weak through the Fleſh, Chriſt doth in us and for us. Aud 
chat. the Law of AZo/es made nothing perfe@, it is the Apoſtles expreſs 
words allo, Heb. 7.18, 19. For there 1s verily a diſanulling of the Com- 
mandment going before (that is, as he reaſons all along inthis Chapter, 
the Law of Moſes in the Letter) for the Weakneſs and Unp' ofitablenefs-of 
it: (ſuitable to that before mentioned in Rom, 8. 3.) For the Law 
made nothing perfeft, but the bringing in of a better Hope did; by which we 
araw nigh unto Ged. we? 
Now if any be ignorant of what this Better Hope is, which makes 
perfett, and by which Believers draw nigh ro God, they may know'lt is 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lord of Life and Glory; that quiMning Spirit alſo, by 
which the Vail of the Heart is rent away in them that believe, whictr 
the Old Covenant made with the Fews at their coming out of Eyype: 
could not do, becauſe ir was weak through :he Fleſh, as is ſaid before. * 
And ſo thou T. Hell, and all the Unbelieving World going out from 
the Spirit, into the Letter in your Fleſhly Minds and Wills, which is 
Enmiry to God, and is neither ſubje@t to the Laiy ef God, nor indeed 
can be as Paul ſaith Rom, 8, you bring in nothing but Condemnation” 
fo your poor Souls, for you are ſo proud in Heart, that you will not 
com? to Chriſt that meek lowly Lamb, to be taught by his Light and- 
Spiric, which ſhineth in your Conſciences, reproving. you daily for” 
your Unbelief : But-you think, by your exerciſing of your ſelves" in- 
your own Wills and Tim:s, in. ſome outward Obſervations of 'your- 
own Ceriling, called Religion, to get Acceptance unto God in them 
(though to his Son you are utter Enemies.). But truly, inſtead of Life, 
you bring Death, for the Wages of theſe \your ſinful. Doings, and dc= - 
filed Worſhips, is Death; | ; 
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And that thou, FT. Hall, art an Enemy to Chriſt and his Bleſſed 
irits Teaching, thy words in thy Papers will ſtil] fully and more 
| ndantiy ſhew , which are theſe which I-ſhall now ſet down, for 
- thou, 7. Hall, in Page 11, wickedly ſayſt, Be je known ano you Quakers, 
God and Chriſt bad no ſuch an Intention to anſwer the Que jon of the Man 
in the Goſpel, in any ſuch like marner, to ſeck to the true Worſhipping of God 
in Spirit and Truth ;, but Chriſt, inſtead of direfting the Deſire of the Man 
for. the good of his Soul, and Glory of God, Chriſt dces not ſend him or bid 
bim £o to the Spirit of Truth, and wait for it : Had Chriſt done fo, he might 
then have fent or direfted the Man out of the way to get Li/e Eternal, and ſo 
Further from God than before, for thin the Man had not come through the 
Father to him, according to John 6. 44, 45. 

And Page 15 further crroniouſl; thou ſay*ſt, Tow Quakers cannot find 
#s that bel Prophet did give ary Command to any People, as was in 


morance. of the Ways to Salvation, or Life Eternal, that they ſhou!d leave 
Fw be taught of Moles, or his Law, or Precepts, and go to learn of the 
Spirit ef Truth, «nd let that teach or lead them, God forbid. 
. O miſerable Blindneſs and Ignorance! That ever any Profeffing God 
or Scripture, ſhould thus belch out their Enmity againſt the Spirit of 
”Truth. The glorious Promiſe of the Father, without which all Know- 
ledge, and all Profeſſion, is a meer Nothing, but a heap of Darkneſs 
- and Confuſion, and. without which there had never been any true Pro- 
phet, nor Scripture of Truth; for Holy Men of God ſpoke not in 
their own Wills or Simes, but as they were moved by the Holy Ghoft 
(the Spirit of Truth) without which never Man did, nor never Man can, 
come to any Saving Knowledge of God or Chriſt, or the Myſteries of 
the Kingdom of God and Chriſt ; and therefore ſaith Paul (after many 
Years zealous Profeſſion of Ado/e,*s killing Letter) That which the Eye 
bath not ſeen, nor the Ear heard, nor hath entred into Mars Heart to con- 
ceive, Gd hath revealed them to us by his Spirit ; for the Spirit of God (that 
Spirit of Truth) ſearcheth all things, even the deep things of God, 1 Cor. 
2.9,10, And therefore ſaith the ſame Pal, 2 Cor. 3.6. God bath 
made us able Minifters of the New Teftament not of the Letter, but of the 
Spirit, for the Letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth Life. And therefore 
Faith Chriſt, Fol 16. 7. It w expedient for you that I go azay, that the 
Spirit-of Truth, which leads into all Truth, may come, who is the 
Saiots Comfarter. And this is that means by which the Father draws 
to Chriſt, even the Spirit of Truth (10d noÞ as thou ignorantly 
Drcameſt) the Letter of fes's Law, Join 6. 44, 45- And lo, T. Hall, 
thon art not far from that unpardonable Sin of Blaſphemy againſt the 
Holy Ghoft, who ſays, That if Chrift had direftcd the Mum in the Goſpel 
' 10g9 10. the Spirit of Truib, and w.4it for it, be had direfted kim out of the 
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way of Life. O ſad! that ever ſuch a Monſter of Men ſhould appear in 


theſe days, when the Lord is ſo graciouſly ariſing with his Healing gyw _ 


Wing of Light, Life and Spirit, to ſave his /ſrael out of the Hands of 
their Souls Enemies. | 

Ard thou, T. Hall, ſay*t farther, God forbid that Chriſt ſhould ſend or 
diret+ People that were in Iy norance of the ways of Salvation, 10 go and learn 
of the Holy Spiri: of Truth, to be taught of it, and not at Moſevs Law, 

I fay again, This proceeds from the ſame bitter Root of Error and 
Blaſphemy in thee that the former did; and ſoa Wo, Wo, Wo, to that 
Neſt thac hatches ſuch Venomous Birds, and Cockatrice Eggs, as thou 
\ doſt: And if that People, of whom thou profeſſeſt thy ſelf a Member, 
ſhould ſee theſe things, and not deny thee for them, they would be as 
much $0 blame as thy (elf, who haſt plunged thy ſelf ſo deep into the 


Pit. of DeſtruQion, that no leſs than a Miracle of Mercy can help thee to- 


ſee and acknowledge the Truth of God whom thou baſt Blaſphemed. 
For O thou full of all Unrighteouſnel(s! What muſt ignorant People come 
to know the things of God by, bat only by the Spirit of Truth * 

ſays, No Man knows the things of God, but the Spirit of God, 1 Cor. 2.11.- 
And ſaith Paul, Gal. 3. 2. to ſome of like mind with this T. HZ. con- 


cerning Moſes's Law, This o:ly would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit: 
by the Works of the Law, or by the Hearing of Fauth? And Verſe 3. Are ye 
þ forlifh * having begun in the Spirit, are ye wow made perfet# by the Fleſh # 


Thus he ſhews, That the Spirit of God is received into the Believing 
Soul, through the hearing of Faith preach*d, and not by any fleſhly 
-* conforming to oſes's Letter of that Law ; for ſaith he in Ver. 10; of 


that Chapter, As many as are of the Works of the Law, are-under the Curſe -- 
' For it is written, Curſed is everyone that contiriueth-not in- all 'uhings which 


are written in the Book of the Law to:do them. See T. Hall, what thou haſt 


; done for th ſelf (and wouldft do for others) by pleading, for. Moſes's- 


Letter of the Law to be over Chriſtian People ; thou haſt brough*-thy 
ſelf under the Curſe; for they that come under that Covenar.t of 


Works, muſt not only do all things written in the Book, . but they muſt: 


continue therein without Sinning or Offending againſt it, otherwiſe 
they are Curſed; as the Apoſtle Fames in another place ſaith, He that 
keepeth the whole Law, and fmneth in one Point, is guilty- of all. And ſo,. 
as t inſtanced to thee in that of the Sabbath day,.for' though/in thy 
blind Mind thou-wouldſt be a Teacher of the Law, yec: thou. neither. 
| knoweſt what thou ſay?ſt, nor whereof thou affirmeſt; for the S1bbath- 


day, which Aoſes commanded to the People under that-Covenant, was 


the Seventh day of the Week, which-thov neither keepeſt, thy ſelf, nor 


wy of thy Fellews;. and ſo you are guilty of breaking the whole Law, . 
and fo-under the Curſe. And-whereas.you think to. ſaye'your Gn: 
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by ſaying, You keep the next day, being the Firſt day of the Week, 
tLarufor a Sabbath z that will help you nothing at all, for the Law admitted 
of no change of the day (which was the Seventh from the Creation) 
into another day: And ſo the Apoſtles meeting togerher on the Firſt 
day of the Week, was ſo far from eſtablilbing the legil Sabbath, that 
it was on purpoſe done, to ſhew that Chriſt, the. end of the Law, and 
everlaſting Sabbath of Reſt to his People, was come. And fo to thee 
T. Hall, and all of like mind with thee, 1 ſay as Paul to the Galatians, 
Chap. 4-21, &c. Tell me, ye that deſire to be under the Law, Do ye not 
bear the Law ? For it « written, Abraham had two Sons, the one by a Bond- 
woman, the other by « Free. But be who was of the Bond=noman, was born 
after the Fleſh; but he of the Free woman, was by promiſe. Which things 
"are—an Allegory, for theſe are the two Covenants, the one from Mount Sinai, 
'ynhichgendereth to Bondage, which is Agar. For this Agar « Mount Sinai 
#1 Arabia, «4nd 4nſwereth co Jeruſalem which now #, and is in Bondage with 
ber Children. But Jeruſalem which is above, is free, which is the Mother 
of 1s all. For it is written, Rejoyce, thou barren, that beareft not, break 
forth and ery, thou that travelleſt not, for the Deſolate have many moe Chil- 
dren than thee which bath an Huband, Now we, Brethren, as Iſaac waz, 
"are the Children of the Promiſe. But as then, be that was born after the 
' Fleſh perſecnted bim that was born afcer the Spirit, even ſoit is now. Never- 
' theleſs, what ſaith the Scripture? Caft out the Bond woman and her Son ; 
"for the Son of the Bond-woman ſhall nos be Heir with the Son of the Free- 

' W974. 

So ſee Tho. Hall where thou art, a Child of the Bond-woman, Born 
after the Fleſh, Perfecuting us whom God of his Free Love in Chriſt 
Jeſns, hath Begotten and Born Spiritually unto himſelf, to Serve and 
Worſhip him in his own Free-Spirit, and ſoin the ſame to bear witneſs . 
for him; againſt thine, and all the Slanderous Lying Tongues and Pegs, 
who will not hare Chriſt by his Eternal Spiritof Truth to Rule, yea, to 
be King, Law-giver and 'Saviour in hiz People: But this Wicked Anti- 
chriſtian Spirit of yours, as the Lord both hath and will by the Bright- 
nefs of his Appearing diſcover, fo he will likewiſe, by the Spirit of his 
Modthg utterly conſume, and for Ever deſtroy. 

And thus the Lord Jeſus, the Son of the Father, ſhall Triumph over 
thee and all his Enemttiesin Righteouſneſs ; for though the Law and Co- 
venantiof Moſes, - was for the time until Chriſt came to the Jews, of 
great uſe, yet-Chriſt being come, the Promiſed Seed, Grace and Truth, 
yea, Life and{mmorrt ility in its Glory was made manifeft and enjoyed 
in the Relievers both then and now, and did as far, yea, m»ch more 

"tranſcend the Glory of the Law, 25 the Sun doth the Moos ; and thege- 
fore the Fews, the whole Fleikly Secd of Abraham, had' their New- 
Mog 
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. that Fohn, Chap. 1. faith, The Law was given by 


_- 2 3x. 
+ A Ss 
+ 


and the Spirit above the Letter. 


345 J 


Moon Fealts, to ſignifie the ſhadowy Night: Diſpenſation they were 
under, fhort of the Day ; and therefore ſaith Malachi, the liſt Prophet wy 


under the Law ſave Fobn Baptiſt, in his 13ſt Chapter, To ou that fear my 
Name, ſhall the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſe with healing under his Wings : {0 
though 1a the Law there was Condemnation againſt Sin, yet the Life 
and Healing Vertue isonly in Jeſus Chriſt, Aad this is the very thing 
Moſes, but Grace and 
Truth came by Teſus Chriſt : So that the Olfeader under Moſes died with- 
out Mercy ; but the Bcliever in Chriſt, and the Abider through Faith in 
Chriſt, is Healed by the Mercy that is in him, to all that ſo are found in 
him. And fo you thatdaily Confeſs you do*what you ought not to do, 
and leave undone what you ought to do, and have no Health in you, 
you ſhew plainly that you never yet knew Chriſt, but are yet in your 
Sins under the Law, which makes nothing perfett ; and fo all your 
Righteouſneſs in this ſtate, is like meuſtrnous Rags indeed, and-your * 
beſt Works Sin; and ſo you being ignorant of Gods Righteouſneſs, and go= 
ing about to eſtabliſh your own Righteenſneſs, have. not ſubmitted to the Righ- 
reouſneſs of God, which is Chriſt. For that no man js juſtified in the ſight of 
God by the Works of the Law 1s evident, for the Fuſt ſhall live by Faith. 
And the Law is not of Faith; but the man that doth them ſhall live in them, 
Gal. 3.11, 12# Rom. 10. 2, 3, © Cc. Ls | 
Now 7. 4. What would*ſt thon have judged of Paul if thou hadſt 
beenin his time ? Surely the ſame that thon doſt of us, who are of the 
ſame Holy Faith with him, and fo would'ſt have Condemned the Juſt, 


and Cholen Barrabas. 


Obj. But ſaiſt thou,Pa?l ſaith,Gal.z3.That the Law was our School. rafter 
to bring ws to Chriſt : And from thence would infer, That Moſes's Law in 
the Letter is to be a School-maſter to all People now, to bring them t0 
Chriſt. | 


Anſw. To which ſay, firſt, as I faid before; and it is moſt certainly 
true, that thoſe words, [to' bring us, Gal. 3. 24.] is not in the Greek 
Copy out of which the Engliſh was taken, but put in by the Tranſlators 
who did it, as ſuppoling thoſe words made. up the Sence:: But theſe 
words, to wit, [to'bring us] are-ſo far fron helping the Scnce, that 
they quite alter it 3 as though the Letter of the Law of Moſes, were the 
Means or {nſtrument by » hich the Father draws Pcople to Chriſt ar.der 
the New Covenant, asthis 7: . fooliſhly Dreams, as is manifeſt by 
his often thereupon bringing.inthat of Jon 6. 44,.45- where it is ſaid 
byChrilt, That no man can come. to him, but whom the Father,that ſen him 


. Ahawry and they ſhall all be taught of Ged,' as it was written inthe Proph ets. 
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This Drawin; of Propl» to Chriſt by the Favkey 13 ty Moſes: Law, faith he, 
and this Teaching of Ged; fp k-n of 'y the Proph't s, 4s by the La of, Noſ:s, 
faith he, which was 4 Law mm tye Litter, Now that this Inter; retiiipn 
of this T. Z is an Adfolutet Wronging cf Chriſt, and Wrelti! E the 
Scripture, all may fee, who do conſider the drift of Chriſt's Words, 
with the Parties hz ſpoke unto in that place z for there he is ſpeaking 
to a People that were under the Law; who for all that the Law in the 
Letter could do for them, remained ſtill ignorant of the-Great: My- 
ſtery Chriſt ; for Chriit in Man, the Hope of Glory, was the--Great 
Myſtery which Paul was ſent to Preach, Col.1.28, And therefore, when 
Peter ſaid to Chriſt, that he'was the Son of God, Chriſt tells him, That 
Flefr and Blood had not revealed it to him, but my Father - that 5; in Eea- 


wen: And how did the Father reveal Chriſt to Peter ? Whar, by the 


Letter of the Law, 2s this Man ſaith ? By no means ; but evenas Paul 
faith, T Cor. 2. By the Holy Spiri*. - And as he faith in another; place, 
1 Cor. 12.3. Nv an can call Feſus Lord,” but by the Hily Ghoſt, And 
received ye theSpirit, ſaith he, Gal. 3. '2: by the Deeds of the Law, or by 
the Hearing of Faith ? And this is- that Glorious Promiſe of the Father, 
ſpoken of by the Prophet, and recited by Chriſt, which was'more ma- 
Nifeſt in the Goſpel Day, according: to that well-known place. in Joel, 
and mentioned by Ferer, which faith, I wilt pour out my Spirit. upon all 


* Fleſh, As 2: And fo this being ſo; and the Foundation of this Tho. 


Hall being removed, 'his Building will fall. 

And now again tothe Buſineſs of the Laws School maſterſhip, That 
it was never intended by God tobe ſo any longer than until Chriſt, the 
very next words, to wit, there in Gal. 3. 25. ſhew : For when he had 
ſaid that the Law was their School-maſter, (to wit, unto or until 
Chriſt) he preſently adds, But when Faith is come, we are 10 torger under 
A School-maſter ; and this he THuſtrates in Chap.4. 1, &'c. by a Compa- 
Tiſon taken from an Heir in his Nonage, and at full Years; ſaying, The 
Heir while he is a Child is in one Condition, but when at full Years in 
another : So the Church of God under the. School-maſterſhip of the 


' Law, wasinits Childhood 3 but- when the Fulngſs of God's:time came 


for the Manifetationof his Chriſt, and the Pourings forth of his Glari- 
ous Spirit, according to Propheſieand Promile,: then came thi! Cnurch 
to be likethe Heir at full Age, entering into the Bleſſed Poſſeſſion of 
the Father?: Kingdom, the Inhericance of Satats in Light. And there- 


fore, faith Chriſt, the Law ard the Prophets were wito ' John, | fince-which 


mm the Kirg {.m of God 15 preached, ard People prefs into at; 11nd amanzſt 
them tht ar- Burn of Wemin, the: ehath ot @ iſen a'\grexter Prophet than 
John'Bip ft ; Flt he that is leaſt in the Kingdom of God 4s greater than be: 
Therefore Wo is uqto thee Tho, Hat, and Bt fuch Jewiſh Spirits, = 
"= : woul 
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would ſhar up this Bleſſed Kingdom of God from Men, and you will 


neither enter into the Kingdom of God your ſelves, nor ſuffer others. ww 


Obj. But what then was the Law. for ? 


Anſw. Piul anſwers, The Law was added becauſe of Trarſgreſſion till the 
Seed ( which is Chriſt ) came, to whicy the Promiſe was : - And fo ( faith 
h2) before Faith came we nere kept under the Law, ſhut up unto the Faith 
afierward to! be revealed, Gal. 3. 23. . 

Then faith hs, Verſe 24, Ore 5 vou'F Tad 4* wyds ruay yes! is, Xe 
bs bou tn nicews S1u% ous. The Law was our School- maſter unto Chriſt ; 
but never a word of bringing us to Chriſt by AZoſes*s Law, but a ſhut- . 
ing up. We were ſhut up, ſchool: d, ſaith he, (or bard kept 10 our Tak, 
andVi hipped ). But he that reveals Chriſt to the. Soul, and draws the Soul to 
Chriſt, is the Father, by the Living Power of his own Eternal Spirit, whom 
the Fleſbly World knows not. Ss 


G5j. Buy*mulſt not the Soul be humbled in the ſight and ſence of its. 
Sin, before it can receive Chriſt for Salvation ? 


Anſw, I. ſay, yea, but this is the Work of Chriſt alſo, who by his 
own Ecernal Spirir, ( which miniſters his Fiery Law } doth Convince' 
the World of all their Sins of Unbelief, and mighy Tranſgreſſions, 
whe eb7 they have diſhonoured him, and lighted all his Love ; "and fo 
that which nay makes all the Sins of People ſo Dammable, is their Sin 
of not believiag in and receiving Chriſt, the Light of the World, into 
their Hears, to dwell, guide and rple there; and fo he that believerh 
ot is D.mmed a'rcaly, ſaith Chriſt ; and this is the Condemnation, that 
Light is come #nto the World, and Men believed it not. And ye ſearch the 
Scriptures, ( (ith Chrilt ro thoſe Fews that boaſted of being Moſes's 
Diſciples ) for in them ye think to have Erernal Life, and they are they thas 
teſl ifie of me ; but ye will n0' Come to me that ye ray have Life, Alſo conſi- 
der, that Paxl for all his Zealons Ptofeſſion of Moſesr's Law, and Letter- 
knowl:d,e, was never truly Yenſible of, nor. troly humbled for his Sins, 
'uatil Chriſt appeared from Heaven, and ſtruck him down.. . . 

See The, Hall how Chrift here ſets forth the Nature of Carnal Pro-' 
feſſ>rs of the Lecter of Scripture, ard Boaſters of M/efs Liw, they are . 
dead from God, becauſe they will nat come to Chrift, in whom only 
is Life. They thought to bave had Erernal Life in the Scripoures which 
't-ſt & d of Chriſt, but they ſticking in the Form, and dead Prof: lion 
ofthe letter, withour Thrift, (the Living Power of God's Salvation) 
they could not have Litt Eternal'; Fo--he only that hath the Son of God 

£3 hath 
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bath Life; and he that hath not the Son h»th not Life, but the Wrath of God 


WV abides upen him, For you being xnder the Law, as is ſaid befare, arc under 


the Curſe ;, and the Law worketh Wrath, ſaith Pau!, and that is the reaſon 
that the Carnal Profeſſors of the Letter are Perſec tors of the Life of 
Chriſt where-ever it is made manifeſt, in Son or Davghter; inall Ages, 
as Paul ſaith in that forementioned place, Gal. 4. He that wa: Born af 
zer the Fieſh, Perſecu:ed bim that was Born after the Spirit, even fo it is 
now : But the Lamb ſhall have the Vittory, and the mouth of all Iniquity ſhall 
be ſtopped, Glory tothe Lord our God over all for Evermore. 

Another Piece of thy Enmity ( Tho. Hall ) againſt Chriſt and his Spi- 
rit, is manifeſt in thy Paper, where thou ſayeſt, Thar there is no Scrip- 
ture'that warrants Peoples going from the Law as Moſes taught, though it”s 4 
Law written in the Letter, to hear and learn at any other, etther a Chriſt 
called a Law-giver, or the Spirit of Truth, as you call 17. 

Anſw. So here all may ſee, that thou art fo full of Enmity againſt 
Chriſt, that thou canſt not endure to have him honoured with the Title 
of Law-giver; and thou artfo full of Darkneſs, that thou knows nor, 
nor wilt believe, that God's People have any ſuch thing indeed, as the 
Holy Spirit to guide and teach them ; but comes forth with thy ſcorn- 
ful Words (like the Jews that Crowned him with Thorns, and Spit 
In his Face ) ſaying, A Chriſt called a Law-giver, or the Spirit of Truth, 
as you call it. $0 its high time for all People to take heed of Falling in- 
to the Error of thgſe Men, to wit, The. Hall, and his Fellows, who 
have choſen the Killfmg Letter of Moſes Law, and denied the Son of 
God, and his Bleſſed Spirit ; and fo have Puilded the Babel of their 
Rotten Profeſſion upon a Foundation of Sand, to wit, their own Righ- 
teouſneſs, which in the Day of God will utrerly fail them ; fer every 


-. Man's Works muſt be tried by Fire: Aud fo all ſuchas have not Chriſt 
fer their Foundation mult Periſh. For other Fqundation can no man lay, 


than that which is laid, even Chriſt, who is our ALL, and will Reign over 
all his Enemies for Evermore. 

' And tiolet no Man trouble us any more, for we bear in our Bodies 
the' Marks of the Lord Jeſus: And Ever-praiſed be his Name, who hath 
given us an Underſtanding to know him, the Salvation of God, to be 
ins, and wein him ; and foto be Wirneſlzs for him before Men, thac 


thetime of the fulfilling of his Scriptures is come, which ſaith, Fer. 


31.31, &c, Heb. 8. Behotd the Days come, ſaith the Lnyd, that I will mal. 


 @ New Covenart with the Hlenſe of Judah, and with the Houſe of Iſa: 1, 


after thoſe Days ; not according to the Covenant which I made with their F a. 


thers, in the Day when [ took them by the Hand, to lead them out of the 


Land of Egypt, which my Covenant they broke, although | was an 


Hus>and to them, faith the Lord ; but this is the Covenant that T will 


make 
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make with them, after thoſe Days, ſaith the Lord ;, I will put my. Laws into 
"their minds, and write theni in their bearts : and I will be to them a God, 
and they ſhall be to me a People. And they ſhall not teach every man his Netghe 
bours, and every man bis-Brother, ſaying, Know the Lord : for they ſhall all 
krow ne, from the leaſt to the greateſk, For I will be merciful to their Un- 


. righ'eouſr.eſs, and thiir Sins ard their Iniquities will I remember no maxe. 


Now 11 that be ſaith, A New Covenant, he hath made the firſt Old, Now 
that which d cayeth and waxethold, is ready to variſh away. This is the ' 
Apoſtles Corcluiion from the former words, as is to be ſeen in the lait- 
Verſe of that 8th Chapter to the Hebrews, 

Now mind, whoever thou art, that reads theſe words, that the 
venant which here he calls O1d, was that which God made with the 
Fleſhly Secd of Ab: abamn at their coming out of Egy:r, which is men- 
tioned in the Writings of Moſes, as you may read; and part of this 
Coven:nt was the Two Tables of Stone, which the Lord by his Angel 


delivered Moſes for that People to obſerve and keep, With the reſt of 


what Moſes had in Charge for them, and ſetdown in the outward Book, 
to be done, and which the Children of Iſrael did Promiſe and Covenant 
that they would obſerreand do, but they broke Covenant with God, 


| (as all Fleſh ever cid, ard doth at this Day ) and fo the Lord regarded 
them not; for no Fleſh can do what the Pure Spiritual Lord God com- 


_ mands them, having no more help thereto, bur what a Law or Letter 


# 


without can furniſh them withal z and therefore the Lord God. in love 


to Man's Soul ſent Chriſt into the World, to be his own Arm and ' 


Power to and in Man, to bring forth that Righteouſneſs and Holineſs 
which he required ; and therefore ſaith Paal, after he ſaw his own ut- 
ter unableneſs to do the Will of God, with ail the outward Helps that 
ever he had, he conclades, that they that are in the Fleſh cannot pleaſe 
God, let them turn which way they can; for the E nmity againſt the 
Law, whilſt in that Principle, (and in that thou T, H. art) ftill re- 


' mains againſt the Spiritual Law of God, as he ſaith, Rom. 8.7. For the 
Carnal Mind is not [ubjeit tothe Law of God, nor indeed can be. | 


And therefore as Paul, fo muſt all come to Chriſt, the Lord that * 


___ Spirit, to know him in them, to deſtroy the Enmit y out of them ; 
that fo the Will of God, and Law of his Mouth, which is Spiritual, 


may be done inthem; and ſo come to witneſs as Paut there in Rom. 

8. 2. did, That the Law of the Spirit of Life In Chriſt Feſm, hath made 
them free from rhe Law of Sin and Death, And the Ground or Reaſan 
of the Lord's gracious "Dealing with Man, in the next Verſe e ſers_ 


down, ſaying, For what the Law could rot 'do, in that it nas weak-th:rough. 

the Fleſh, God ſending his own Son in the likeneſs of ſinful Fleſh, and. for <_v 

*1n condemned Sin in the Fleſh, Ard the end of. all. this he ſhews 1n the 
: LEXT 
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| 350 © Chaiſt Exalted: above Moles,” 


next Verſe, aying,, That. the Righteouſneſs of Gods Law might be ful = 

wy. Sled in ws, who walk not after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit. And thus 
| he ſtops the Mouths of all the Enemies of-Eriſt, who with Tho. Hal 
would objett, That with Preaching of Chriſt, and bis Light, and hi 


+ ® 


Spirit» Mintobeallin all, they make void the Law. 


— th 


. 
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- Anſw, Nay, nay, I ſay, By Preaching Chriſt we eſtabliſh the Law 
to the Glory of Ged in Chriſt over all. 

And ſo thou Tho. Hall hift bzen he which hath not. hitherto either 
| truly hcard Aoſes, nor the Prophets, nor Chriſt, nor his Apoſtles, or 
1 is Spirit in theſe days, .and ſo canſt notia that wretched Mind believe, 
though one come from the Dcad. - 


_ And 16 for the, Truths fake, and to ſtop the Errors. and Blaſphemies 
of this Thomas Hall, who ceaſcth nor 10 pour forth his - Ignorance 
againſt the Lord Jeſus Ch: iſt, and his bl: Ned. Spirit of Light and Life 
in Man, the only Teacher of God's People in theſe Goſpel tays, have 
I wtit theſe Lines, that the Truth of the Goſp:1, againſt his, and all 


© car, over all, their Heac's, and triumph for ever in the Hearts and 


= .:C2: continnally after. the RingCom of God, and the Righteouſneſs 
$5 tnzereof,, whole Kingdom is.cverliſtin;z, and, tte Rightceuſncſs th creof 
+ "of is Pure, Spotleſs and Undelied of God, and. endur.th for ever. Ard 
this is ovr Righteouſneſs, and the Righteouſneſs of all Saints, Praifed 

be G«d for ever; anc for whoſe Name and Truths ſake, ard for bear- 

ing Teſtimony thereof in this Wold, do we ſuffer Reproach and Per- 
ſecntions from the preſent evil World, not only of the Prophane, but 
even of many ſuch unrealunable profeſſing vaia TzJkers as this T. Hall, 
who would be Teachers ct the Law, not knowing what they ſay, nor 
whereof they affirm, as Pas! the Apoſtle of Chriſt witneſſed of ſuch in 

his days, .who weuld never be quiet from oppoſing the Goſpel with 
th:ir. Falſe Interpretations of the Lam, until God. cut them off, and 
caſt them away for their Wickedneſs : But we know, ſaith the ſame 
Apoſtiein that place, to wit, '1 Tim. 1. 5,6, 7, &c. that the Law is good, 

sf a Man uſe it lawfully.” 4 now'ng this, that the Law is nct made for 4 
righteous Man, but for the Lawleſs and Diſobedie:t, for the Ungodly, ard 

fr Sinner, &c. © So ſay we: and ſo the law of God we love and 
-/hono:r, *$'God's O. dinance, for good, to refrain, limit and con- 

= .. *demn ſuch, prgodly a2d vuirce ſonavle Spirits, as this T, Hall is; for 
4 - thaſF that will 'not beticve nor obty the Goſpel'of or Lord Je'us 
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ſach Unbelievirg, Jewith, Perſecuting Spirits, in theſe days, may ſtand 


Conſciences of all tender and honeſt- minded People , whoſe Defires 


Chriſt, maſtberutcd, and bruiſed, a:d condemned, with the lron Ro! = | 


A 
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of God's righteous Law; which whatſoever it faith, it ſ.ith ro'them 


that are under itz that every ſinful Mouth may bz ſtopped, andall the wy 


World of wicked unbelieving Men, may be found guilty before God, 
Glory to his Name for ever, who giveth us the Victory by Jeſus Chriſt 
oar Lord, who is our Light, Life, Wiſdom, Riglteouſagſs and Salva- 
tion for ever, whoſe Grac@alone is able to keep us, ard preſerve us, 
' and preſent us (and all that believe 1a his Light, and know him in them) 
unto himſelf, without Spot and Wrinkle, and unreprovable in-ever= 
laſting Peace, Reſts a Lover of the Soul of Man, which is in great 
Captivity, until ic come to the Liberty of God?s Sons ; and, who in a 


patient quiet Suffering way, do wait to do it good, as a Servant of. 


God, wherein 1 may -bz known amongſt Men by the Name of Thomas 
Taylor, but in the New Name, which is of God, and not of this World, 
which the Father hath given me, doth my Soul rejoyce. And though 
[ be ſer a-part for Sufferings, amongſt the reproached deſpiſed People 


of God callzd Quakers by the World, yet we are Happler than our - 


Perſecutors, in that the Lord 1s on our ſides, and juſtifies us in his way, 
which is Chriſt, while his Holy Spirit teſtifies againſt our Adverſaries, 
becauſe they are bis Adverſaries, | 

%% 


He that hath an Ear to hear let him hear, and give Glory ro God by- | 


believing, for theſe words are Faithful and True. 


Tbemas Ta zylor. | 
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